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T  O 

Dr.  PELLET, 

PRESIDENT  of  the 

College  of  Physicians. 

SIR, 

S  the  Indifpofltion  which  op- 
prefîèd  me,  when  I  firft  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  Tranflation, 
was  happily  extinguifhed  by 
your  falutary  Aid  ;  I  think  myfelf  ob¬ 
liged,  in  Gratitude,  to  prefent  you  with 
fome  of  the  Firft-Fruits  of  that  Health 
to  which  you  reftored  me,  when  my 
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Friends  were  apprehenfive  that  my  de¬ 
clining  State  would  foon  caufe  me  to 
he  number’d  among  the  Dead. 

How  engaging  a  Benefaâor  to  So¬ 
ciety  are  you  daily  rendered,  by  fuch 
Obligations  as  you  have  lately  con¬ 
ferred  on  me!  and  how  ornamental 
is  Learning,  when  it  is  thus  devoted 
to  the  Welfare  of  Mankind  1 

To  whom  can  the  Difplay  of  Na~ 
rare  be  more  properly  infcribed,  than 
to  a  Gentleman  who  is  fo  eminently 
diftinguilhed  for  his  profound  Know¬ 
ledge  of  her  Operations,  and  his  ledu-- 
lous  Attention  to  her  fineft  Syftems  ; 
and  who  has  long  been  indefatigable 
in  collecting  from  her  Treafures,  fo 
many  benefieial  Reliefs  for  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Men  J 

As  I  have,  therefore,  taken  the  Li¬ 
berty,  Sir,  to  grace  my  Tranflation  of 

this 
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Dedication^ 

this  Volume  with  your  amiable  Name  i 
I  may  venture  to  hope  it  vvill  obtain 
a  candid  Reception  from  the  Publick, 
fhould  you  happen  to  think  it  no  un- 
pleahng  Entertainment  in  your  vacant 
Hours. 

Your  Approbation  of  the  Original 
prefented  me  vvith  a  ftrong  Induce¬ 
ment  to  employ  my  beft  Endeavours 
to  render  my  Verhon  agreeable  to  an 
Englijh  Reader;  and,  indeed,  the  ex¬ 
cellent  French  Author  has  diffufed  fo 
much  Beauty  and  Inftrudtion  through 
his  Performance,  as  juftly  entitled  it 
to  my  ftricteft  Attention. 

But  I  ought  to  confider  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  your  Moments  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  and  fhall,  therefore,  clofe  this- 
Addrefs  to  you,  with  expreffing  my 
fervent  Wilh,  that  you  may  long  con¬ 
tinue  a  living  Ornament  to  the  Re- 
publick  of  Letters  ;  and  that  thofe  who 
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are  indebted  to  you  for  the  ineftima- 
ble  Bleffings  of  reviving  Health,  and 
Serenity  of  Mind,  may  proclaim  their 
Obligations  to  you,  with  the  fame 
grateful  Pleafure  that  glows  in  the 
Heart  of, 


SIR, 


Your  mojl  Obliged, 
and  moJl  Obedient, 
Humble  Servant, 


Samuel  Humphreys. 
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A  N 

EXPLANATION 

OF  THE 

FRONTISPIECE. 

AS  Solomon^  in  the  Frontifpiece  of  the  hrft 
Volume,  whofe  Subjed:  is  Natural  Hiftory, 
was  the  moft  proper  Example  that  could  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  authorize  that  Study  ;  fo  no  Reprefen- 
tation  can  be  better  adapted  to  this  fécond  Volume, 
which  comprehends  all  the  Branches  of  Agriculture, 
than  the  Emperor  ProhuSy  to  whofe  Care  we  owe 
the  Burgundy  and  Champaign^  the  Spamjh^ivsà  Tokay 
Wines.  He  is  therefore  exhibited  from  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  Vopifcus^  as  amufing  himfclf  after  his 
Vidories,  in  caufing  his  Soldiers  to  plant  the  Vine, 
whofe  Fruit  we  (till  enjoy.  And  in  order  to  enliven 
the  Defign,  we  fuppofe  that  the  People  had  im¬ 
mortalized  their  Gratitude,  by  ereding  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  that  Prince,  a  Column  wound  about  with 
Vines,  and  crowned  with  a  large  Shell,  filled  with 
Grapes,  with  the  following  Infcription  -,  wherein 
they  celebrate  him  in  the  Manner  Horace  had  cele- 
Bacchus^  for  difpenfing  Felicity  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Vine. 

Prolo  Tmperatori^ 

Patri  Patrice^ 

Lcstitîcd  Datori. 


Vol.  II.  Dialogue  XIV.  Page  299. 


A.  B.  The  Baie  of  the  Pedeftal,  and  other  Sup^ 
porters. 

C.  The  Cheeks,  or  Side-Beams.  Thefe  are  the 
upright  Beams,  whofe  lower  Extremities  are  funk 
in  the  Earth,  where  they  are  ftrongly  riveted  by 
crofs  Beams  charged  with  Mafonry.  Thefe  up¬ 
right  Beams  are  traverfed  toward  the  Top  by  two 
ftrong  Beams,  the  lower moft  of  which  is  the  Nut 
or  the  Receptacle  of  the  Screw. 

D.  The  Screw  with  its  Wheel, 

E.  The  Bearer  or  large  Piece  of  Timber,  on  which 
the  Wheel  refts,  in  order  to  fnk  the  Beams  crof- 
fing  the  Planks  that  cover  the  Grapes,  F. 

G.  The  Maye  or  Planks,  on  which  the  Pile  of 
Grapes  F.  are  difpofed,  in  order  to  be  fqueezed. 
Thefe  Planks  are  cut  in  Notches  to  receive  the  Li¬ 
quor,  and  to  convey  it  in  a  Slope  to  the  Veffeî 
appropriated  to  receive  it.  The  Maye  is  fup- 
ported  by  a  malTive  Work  of  Mafonry,  that  it 
may  refift:  the  Effort  of  the  Preffure  ;  and  this 
Mafonry  is  detached  from  every  other  Work,  in 
fuch  a  Manner  that  a  Perfon  may  walk  round  it  in 
order  to  vifit  the  Foundations  and  the  Extremities 
of  the  upright  Beams,  as  there  may  be  Occafion 
and  to  open  a  free  Accefs  of  Air  upon  all  the 
Wood -work. 

H.  The  Wheel,  which  ferves  for  forcing  down  the 
Screw  and  the  Bearer  upon  the  Grapes.  When 
the  Prefs  is  to  be  worked,  the  Grapes  are  laid 
upon  the  Maye  in  a  fquare  Heap,  over  which 
three  Poles  are  extended,  one  in  the  Middle,  and 
one  at  each  Extremity,  in  order  to  form  a  Bafis 
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for  the  Planks  that  are  to  be  laid  upon  it  Side  by 
Side.  Upon  thefe  Planks,  three,  four,  or  five 
Beams  are  afterward  extended,  proportionably  to 
the  Dimenfions  of  the  Prefs.  On  this  firft  Range 
of  Beams  is  placed  a  fécond,  and  on  that  a  third  i 
after  which,  a  Turning-Wheel  winds  off  the  Cord 
from  the  other  Wheel,  by  which  Means  the  Screw 
and  the  Bearer  are  prefled  down  upon  the  Beams« 

I.  A  leathern  Pipe  for  the  Transfufion  of  the  Wine 
from  one  Piece  to  another.  It  terminates  in  two 
wooden  Tubes,  one  of  which  is  applied  to  the 
Bottom  of  the  Veflfel  which  is  to  be  filled,  and 
the  other  to  the  large  VeflTel  which  is  to  be 
emptied. 

.  K.  A  large  Bellows,  to  agitate  the  Wine  when  it 
has  fettled  into  an  even  Surface  in  the  two 
Pieces. 

L.  The  fame  Bellows  in  Profile. 

M.  A  large  Fountain,  which  affords  a  quick  Flow„ 

N.  A  Bung  or  Stopple,  to  clofe  the  Top  of  the 
Veflfel  newly  filled  ;  that  the  external  Air  may 
prevent  the  Efflux  of  the  Wine  upon  the  with¬ 
drawing  of  the  wooden  Tube. 
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ten  for  the  Infl:ruâ:ion  of  his  Son.  Being  an  Account  of  all 
the  Wars  in  Europe^  from  the  Year  16^72,  to  the  Year 
1710.  In  which  is  given  a  curious  Relation  of  the  Sieges 
undertaken,  and  Battles  fought,  in  that  Period  of  Time. 
Particularly  of  the  Battles  and  Encounters  of 
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THE 

P  L  A  N 

I 

O  F  T  H  E 

SECOND  PART 


S  we  were  defirons  to  cxercife  the  Minds 
of  young  Perfons  with  amufing  Sub- 
je6ls,  and  to  engage  their  Attention  to 
the  Wonders  of  Providence  by  the 
Mediation  of  pleafing  Ideas^  we  en¬ 
deavoured  in  the  firft  Volume  of  this  Work  to 
prefenc  to  their  View  the  Generality  of  thofe  Ani¬ 
mals  with  which  that  Providence  has  replenilked 
the  various  Parts  of  Nature,  for  the  BeneRt  of 
Mankind.  We  then  proceeded  to  fome  Obfer- 
vations  on  Plants,  which  open  to  us  another 
Source  of  Advantage  and  Delight:  But  we  limited 
our  Enquiries  to  the  general  Structure,  and  only 
VoL.  II.  B  oiTered, 
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T'he  PLAN  of 

offer’d  a  flight  Sketch  of  thofe  ClaflTes  which  are  mofl: 
efteemed  •,  as  not  thinking  it  proper,  at  that  time, 
to  be  more  extenfive  on  fo  vaft  a  Subjed.  Leav¬ 
ing  therefore  to  the  Learned  the  Care  of  propa-- 
gating  their  Science,  by  an  exad  Arrangement  of 
its  feveral  Branches,  and  by  fuch  Difquifitions  as. 
comprehend  the  whole  Syftem  of  Nature,  we  ima¬ 
gined  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  our  young 
Readers,  whofe  Improvement  was  our  principal 
View,  not  to  perplex  them  with  abftrufe  Enqui¬ 
ries,  but  to  feled  from  the  belt  Books  of  natural 
Hiftory  I'uch  Particulars  as  were  proper  to  excite 
their  Curiofity. 

In  Conjundion  with  this  Method,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  fuccefsful,  we  intend  to  have  Recourfe  to  an¬ 
other  in  this  fécond  Fart  j  which  is,  to  engage  our 
youthful  Readers  by  the  ImprefTions  of  Gratitude. 
This  Expedient  will  touch  them,  as  effedualiy  as  the 
.ürfl:  ;  and  it  has  this  additional  Advantage,  that  as 
it  equally  contributes  to  the  Improvement  of  Rea- 
fon,  fo  it  tends  more  diredly  to  form  the  Heart, 
and  caufe  the  firft:  Sentiments  of  Virtue  to  fpring  up 
in  the  Soul. 

All  our  Readers  are  naturally  defirous  of  Afflu¬ 
ence  and  Diftindion,  Power  and  Happinefs.  This 
Work  will  unfold  to  their  View  a  Frofufion  of 
Riches  and  Liberalities,  which  cover  the  Surface  of 
the  Earth,  and  are  diffufed  thro’ its  Bowels,  for  their 
Service  ;  and  it  will  make  them  fenfible  of  the  no¬ 
ble  Sovereignty  they  exercife  over  thofe  Bleffings, 
in  Conjundion  with  the  reft  of  Mankind.  But  be¬ 
fore  we  prefent  them  with  a  Survey  of  all  thefe  Be¬ 
nefits,  it  will  be  necelfary  to  deflroy  a  falfe  Idea 
we  generally  entertain  of  our  prefent  State,  while 
we  are  infenfible  of  the  Dignity  and  Advantages 
which  attend  it. 

We  are  apt  to  be  extremely  jealous  and  proud  of 
that  fcanty  Portion  of  Riches,  in  which  we  are  ca¬ 
pable 
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pable  of  fecuring  the  foie  Property  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  form  low  and  faint  Conceptions  of  thofe 
we  enjoy  in  participation  with  the  reft  of  Mankind. 
We  imagine  we  poftefs  nothing,  but  what  we 
have  acquired  in  this  little  Corner  of  the  World,  to 
which  we  are  attached  *,  and  confider  all  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Univerfe  as  loft  to  us,  becaufe  we 
only  fhare  it  with  the  reft  of  human  Race.  But  it 
is  not  any  one  TraCc  of  Earth,  that  conftitutes  our 
Domain  -,  the  whole  Extent  of  Nature  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  our  Property.  We  receive  but  few  of 
our  neceftiiry  Accommodations  from  the  particular 
Spot  of  our  Inheritance  -,  ftnce  all  the  Earth  is  obe¬ 
dient  to  furnifh  us  with  our  Supplies.  We  may 
confequently  be  reputed  the  Monarchs  of  this  Earth  ; 
and  Society,  inftead  of  divefting  us  of  our  Sove¬ 
reign  Power,  is  the  very  Circumftance  wEich  fe- 
cures  us  that  Enjoyment. 

In  order  to  be  convinced  of  this  Truth,  let  us  re¬ 
tire  a  while  to  fome  unfrequented  Solitude,  and 
difcontinue  all  Commerce  with  Mankind  :  Let  us 
there  endeavour  to  poftefs  our  Patrimony,  by  our- 
lelves,  and  exercife  our  Sway,  v/ithout  any  Compe¬ 
titor.  When  v/e  are  reduced  to  the  Labours  of  our 
own  Hands,  and  can  no  longer  have  Rccourfe  to  the 
Advice  and  AfTiftance  of  others  ;  in  a  Word,  when 
we  ceafe  to  be  lupplied  with  Carriages  and  Imple¬ 
ments,  we  fhall  foon  be  deftitute  of  all  we  need. 
The  Earth  will  immediately  fhoot  up  Thorns  and 
Brambles  around  us,  and  offer  its  Profufion  of 
Fruits  and  Flowers  to  ether  Hands.  Rofes  will 
be  fhed  from  Heaven,  and  Harvefts  wave  o’er 
the  Glebe  for  others  :  For  thefe  will  the  Rivers  roll 
their  Streams,  and  the  Winds  difpenfe  their  Gales  : 
The  Climes  will  vary  their  Productions,  and  all 
Nature  be  animated,  for  their  Accommodation. 
When  we  once  feclude  ourfelves  from  Society,  we 
lofe  the  Communication  of  all  thefe  Succours,  and 
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can  never  regain  them,  till  we  refume  our  Inter- 
courfe  with  Mankind. 

For  whom  are  Ports,  and  Marts,  and  publick 
Places  opened?  For  whofe  Benefit  are  long  and 
fpacious  Roads  (truck  out  ?  and  in  whofe  Favour 
are  theoppofite  Banks  of  Rivers  united  by  Bridges? 
Whofe  Conveniency  is  confuked,  when  Barks  and 
Carriages  are  in  Motion,  at  regular  Hours  ?  For 
whofe  Ufe  do  large  Vefiels  divide  the  Waves,  and 
for  what  People  is  the  Produce  of  each  Climate 
tranfmitted  to  all  Parts  ?  It  is  manifeft,  that  we  are  all 
interefted  in  thefe  Particulars.  The  v/hole  Earth  is 
at  our  Service,  and  Community  is  fo  fir  from  de¬ 
priving  us  of  our  Property  in  thefe  Enjoyments, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  enables  us  to  poifeis  them, 
and  fecures  us  in  the  Exercif'e  of  our  Prerogatives. 

As  an  Inhabitant  therefore  of  the  Earth  is  like- 
wife  its  Sovereign,  it  is  but  juft,  that  he  fhould  be 
acquainted  with  the  outward  and  inward  parts  of  his 
Refidence  :  He  ought  to  take  -a  Progrefs  through 
his  Empire,  and  acquire  a  competent  Knowledge 
of  every  Objed  which  is  fubordinate  to  his  Power 
and  Authority. 

In  order  to  take  a  View  of  all  our  Treafures, 
without  Fatigue  or  Confufion,  we  Hial}  purfiie  the 
eafy  and  agreeable  Order  in  which  they  are  ranged 
by  Nature,  and  make  our  Vifits,  in  Siicctftlon,  to 
thofe  Places  where  they  have  been  difpofed.  We 
will  begin  then  with  thofe  Produdions  that  the 
Earth  affords  us  in  our  own  Habita- 
Vol.  II.  tions  j  namely,  the  Flowers  and  Verdure 
of  our  Gardens.  It  may  be  thought 
furprifing,  that  we  fhould  open  the  Scene  with  Par¬ 
ticulars  that  are  generally  confidered  as  mere  Amufe- 
ments  ;  but  then  they  are  fuch  Objeds  as  Nature 
firft  prefents  to  our  View.  Our  Difplays  of  her 
Works  are  not  attended  with  any  Arrangement  of 
our  own  ,  all  things  are  already  vidjufted,  and  w^e  are 
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only  to  follow  the  eftablifhed  Order.  When  we 
have  furveyed  our  Failures  and  Groves,  the  next 
Frofpeds  that  occur  will  be  our  Kitchen  and  Fruit- 
Gardens.  But  to  prevent  our  being  embarrafled 
with  the  Variety  of  our  own  Riches^  we  fhall  only 
feledl  thofe  that  are  excellent  and  neceffary.  We 
fhall  not  fearch  for  every  Plant  an  Olitory  may 
be  capable  of  producing,  bur,  by  a  prudent  Re¬ 
trenchment  of  all  fuch  as  are  indifferent  and  fu- 
perfluous,  w’e  fliall  caufe  it  to  diffufe  its  Gifts  thro’ 
all  the  Seafons,  wiidiout  any  Intermiffion.  When 
we  have  confidered  thefe,  we  (hall  vifit  our  arable 
Lands,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  our  Vineyards, 
with  an  Intention  to  examine  the  Productions  of 
thofe  two  important  Soils.  We  ihall  likewife  be 
attentive  to  the  particular  Induftry  by  which  they 
arc  manured,  fmceweareas  much  ihterefted  in  this 
as  we  are  in  the  Produce  of  the  Land. 

The  Survey  of  our  Woods  will  prefent  us  with 
another  Train  of  Benefits  ;  and  we  fhall  find  our 
Meadows  pregnant  with  new  Bleffings.  The  Banks 
of  Rivers  will  diverfify  our  Riches,  and  we  fhall 
even  trace  them  on  the  dry  Summit  of  the  Moun¬ 
tains.  Nature  affords  more  in  one  Place,  and  lefs 
in  another  ;  but  fhe  difpenfes  her  Gifts  in  every 
Part,  and  the  wild  Heath  itfelf  is  not  exempt  from 
her  Liberality. 

When  we  have  entertained  our  View 
with  the  Number  of  falutary  Plants  which  Vol.  IIF. 
cover  the  Earth,  we  fhall  proceed  to 
confider  the  Springs  and  Rivers  that  lave  it  with 
their  Streams.  We  fhall  be  careful  to  purfue  the 
Flow  of  thofe  Waters  which  are  commifTioned  to 
glide  by  our  Habitations,  to  impart  Fertility  to 
our  Plains,  to  flake  the  thirfl  of  Animals,  to 
give  Vegetation  and  Growth  to  Plants,  to  accom¬ 
modate  our  Tables  with  Fifh  of  an  excellent  Juice, 
and  to  conneeff  the  different  Regions  of  the  World 
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by  muiuai  Tranfportations.  We  iliall  afterward 
endeavour  to  difclofe  the  Sources,  from  whence  they 
derive  their  Progrefs  ;  and  when  we  penetrate 
the  Entrails  ot  Mountains  and  Plains,  we  (ball  dif- 
cover  the  amazing  Strudlure  of  thofe  Refervoirs 
whofe  Cavities  are  repleniflied  with  Waters  -,  we 
iliall  obferve  the  Fundlion  of  thofe  Mountains  which 
colledlthem,  and  the  wife  Formation  of  the  Channels 
which  diftribute  them  through  various  Lands  ;  and 
fnall  be  fenfible  of  the  Ufe  and  Produdlions  of  that 
im.menfe  Bafon  into  which  they  flow.  We  fliall 
then  attempt  an  Eiîay  on  the  Operation  of  the 
Air,  which  perpetually  raifes  them  from  their 
Level  j  and  fhall  confider  that  adtive  Force  which 
impels  them  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  enables  them  to 
water  the  Mountains  themfelves,  and  diffufes  them, 
by  a  Didillation  which  is  always  new%  in  fuch  Quan¬ 
tities  as  fupply  the  Beds  of  Rivers,  and  perpetuate 
the  Verdure  of  the  Earth. 

When  we  have  examined  thofe  Objedls  which  are 
moft  ufeful  on  the  SurLce  of  the  Globe,  we  fhali 
vifit  its  Regions  within.  There,  as  in  a  vail  Ma¬ 
gazine,  we  fnall  find,  referved  for  our  Ufe,  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  oily  Juices,  and  treafured  Salts,  which  are 
fertil  in  a  thoufand  Effedls  ;  together  Vy/ith  innu¬ 
merable  Veins  of  Earth,  wohofe  Ufes  are  multi¬ 
plied  in  Proportion  to  their  Qualities.  We  will 
then  defeend  into  Quarries  and  Mines,  wdiere  we 
iliall  Hill  continue  to  obferve  the  Conformity 
eflablbbed  by  the  great  Creator,  between  his  Gifts 
and  our  NeceiTities.  We  ihall  firft  confider  Stones 
and  Metals,  in  their  natural  form,  after  v^hich  we 
intend  to  enumerate  the  chief  Advantages  w^e  are 
able  to  derive  from  them. 

Thefe  are  the  Treafures  we  enjoy  :  But  our 
View  of  their  Variety  would  be  entirely  frivolous, 
were  mere  Curiouty,  or  Oftentation,  our  only 
Motives.  That  View  ought  to  be  ennobled,  by  a 
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very  different  Purpofe.  All  thefe  Riches  were  not 
imparted  to  us  without  a  Defign,  and  the  lead  we 
can  do,  when  we  receive  them,  is  to  acknowledge 
the  Intention  of  our  Benefador. 

Though  Language  be  the  chief  Medium  by 
which  Mankind  converfe  with  each  other,  yet 
their  Thoughts  are  capable  of  Communication  by 
a  Number  of  other  Signs  -,  and  no  Language  is  more 
intelligible  than  that  which  flows  from  Prefents. 
When  delicious  Wines,  or  fhining  Silks,  are  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  by  an  abfent  Friend,  we  are  fenfible 
of  his  Meaning,  without  the  Aid  of  a  Letter,  or 
Meffenger  *,  and  the  more  amiable  his  Prefent  ap¬ 
pears,  the  greater  is  our  Satisfadion,  at  the  honoura¬ 
ble  Rank  he  allows  us  in  his  Heart.  We  like- 
wife  have  each  of  us  a  Friend,  who  is  equally 
propidous  and  powerful,  and  that  Friend  is  the 
Author  of  Nature.  He  feems,  indeed,  to  be  ab¬ 
fent  from  us,  but  we  are  the  confiant  Objeds  of 
his  Care,  fince  he  fheds  his  Gifts  around  us  without 
intermiflion.  Fie  is  every  Moment  converfing  with 
us,  by  Liberalities  that  are  never  to  be  exhaufted. 
They  are  diffufed  over  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  for 
our  fakes  :  For  if  we  were  not  the  Inhabitants,  all 
thefe  Riches  would  be  without  PoffeATors,  and 
without  Admirers.  He  likewife  maintains  with 
us  a  confiant  Intercourfe  of  adive  and  tender 
Friendfnip  ;  and  as  this  Language  is  equally  clear 
and  affeding,  we  might  juflly  be  taxed  with  Stu¬ 
pidity,  were  we  not  to  underfland,  and  anfwer  it. 
The  Letter  which  concludes  the  third  Volume  of  this 
Work  and  is  entitled,  Ufeful  Reflexions  on  the 

*  This  Letter  will  fufficiently  acquit  us  of  our  Promife,  to 
thofe  who  purchafed  the  firft  Edition  of  the  firft  Volume,  to 
clear  up  fome  Paffages  which  needed  fuch  an  Explication.  The 
Plate  inferted  at  Page  382  of  the  third  Volume,  contains  thofe 
Particulars,  that  will  give  a  fatisfadory  Idea  of  the  Procefs  of 
Vegetation. 
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whole  :  repre fen ts  the  End  and  Intention  of  all  thofe 
Prefents  which  the  Deity  offers  to  Man.  We  have 
there  explained  the  fecret  Engagements  that  are 
Gontradled  by  thofe  who  receive  them  ;  and,  if 
1  may  ufe  the  Expreffion,  we  have  exhibited  the 
firft  Elements  of  the  Language  in  which  God 
converfes  with  us,  and  in  which  we  ought  to  anfwer 
Him. 

Our  Readers  therefore  muff  not  here  expedt ’thofe 
Sentiments  that  may  be  called  the  Eloquence  of 
Piety,  and  the  Effufions  of  Gratitude.  We  are 
more  folicitous  to  make  young  Ferfons  fenfible  of 
the  Benefits  they  have  received,  than  to  teach  them 
how  to  render  their  Acknowledgments.  We  fhall 
gain  a  confiderable  Point,  if  we  are  able  to  con¬ 
vince  them  of  thofe  tender  Regards  the  Deity  has 
difcovered  for  their  Welfare  -,  and  if  we  can  be  fo 
happy  as  to  affecff  them  with  the  firft  Motives  to 
a  jutl  Return.  I'hey  will  learn  the  reft  from  the 
Heart,  which  is  always  the  moft  noble  and  in- 
ftru6live  Mafter. 

Tl  e  NecefT-  main  Intention  was  to  render 

ty^ofknow-  Knowledge  of  the  Voice  and  Will 
ing  the  moft  of  God  in  all  the  Objeéls  which  are  daily 
common  prefented  to  our  V  iew  habitual  to  youth  *, 
T  lyings.  we  had  nothing  more  at 

Pleart  than  to  make  them  acquainted  with  thofe 
Particulars  that  are  moft  obvious  and  familiar  in 
human  Life,  It  is  a  Happinefs  to  be  converfant 
with  fuch  Mahers  as  can  inftrudt  us  in  thofe  Subjeds 
that  are  fublimc,  as  well  as  intricate  and  uncommon. 
But  we  daily  complain  of  our  Unacquaintance 
with  thofe  that  are  moft  ufeful,  and  even  the 
Learned  may  poffibly  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to 
reproach  themfelves  in  this  particular. 

’Tis  certainly  prudent  to  prevent  young  Perfons 
from  being  confufed  in  their  Studies  by  too  great 
a  Variety  of  Objects.  When  their  E,ducauon  in 
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the  Schools  is  completed,  they  refign  thomrelves 
entirely  either  to  fome  Science  of  their  own  Choice, 
or  to  the  Duties  of  the  State  of  Life  they  embrace, 
and  too  frequently  to  their  Pleafures.  And  thus 
they  advance  through  the  feveral  Stages  of  Life, 
without  knowing  the  Generality  of  thofe  Things 
which  contribute  to  its  Support.  Thefe  Things  are 
iikewife  difpeiTed,  and  they  feldom  fearch  for  them 
where  they  are  likely  to  be  found,  or  obferve  them 
when  they  occur  to  their  View.  Such  a  Perfon, 
for  inftance,  who  knows  the  Elms  that  grow  in 
his  own  Avenues,  or  remembers  to  have  feen  the 
Maple  and  the  Oak  in  his  Woods,  will  have  no 
Idea  either  of  the  Pine  or  the  Chefnut-Tree.  Another, 
who  has  frequently  obferved  the  common  Trefoil 
in  his  Meadows,  may  pofTibly  be  a  Stranger  to  the 
Saint-Foin,  or  the  Snail-Trefoil.  A  third  has 
viewed  the  outfide  of  a  Ship,  but  is  ignorant  of 
the  Arrangement  of  its  interior  Parts.  This  Man, 
who  has  feen  the  Veflfels  of  Havre- de-Grace^  or 
Dieppe^  has  no  Conception  how  the  Galleys  of  the 
Mediterranean  are  built.  It  may  therefore  be  very 
ufeful  to  Readers  to  have  the  greateft  Part  of 
thofe  Things  that  are  common,  and  the  Subjedt 
of  daily  Difcourfe,  prefented  to  them  in  a  portable 
Volume,  and  rendered  vifible  by  the  Aid  of  the 
Engraver. 

’Fis  with  this  Intention  that  we  have  caufed 
Plates  to  be  engraved  from  feveral  Defigns,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  were  taken  from  Nature  ; 
by  which  Means  we  have  reprefented  the  moft 
amiable  Flowers  that  are  cultivated  by  the  Cu¬ 
rious  in  Preference  to  others,  together  with  the 
various  Difpofitions  of  our  Parterres  and  Groves, 
and  the  moft  irregular  Plots  of  Ground.  We  have 
iikewife  exhibited  the  different  Foliage  of  Ever- 
Greens  and  other  Trees  which  compofe  our  Pali- 
fades  and  Alleys  *,  and  have  alfo  delineated  the 
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Leaves  of  thofe  Trees  that  are  ufed  by  Joiners, 
Carpenters*,  and  fome  other  Workmen,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  accommodate  us  with  Fewel  -,  all  which 
we  cut  down  in  our  Forefts.  To  thefe  we  have 
added  Draughts  of  thofe  Prefles  which  furnifh  us 
with  the  Juices  of  Grapes,  Apples,  and  Olives  ; 
and  have  not  omitted  the  moft  ufeful  Herbs  in  our 
Meadows.  Thefe  Objedls,  that  are  all  fo  com¬ 
mon,  and  yet  but  little  known,  are  fucceeded  by 
thofe  which  relate  to  Rivers,  the  Ocean,  and  the 
interior  Parts  of  the  Earth.  We  firft  reprefent  the 
different  Strata  which  are  extended  over  one  another, 
in  the  Heart  of  Mountains,  and  under  the  Surface 
of  Plains;  together  with  the Courfe this  Difpofition 
gives  to  the  Subterranean  Waters,  as  well  as  to  thofe 
that  flow  on  the  Superficies  of  the  Earth.  We  then 
introduce  the  Fifhes  that  live  in  frefh  Streams,  and 
thofe  that  retire  from  the  Sea  into  Rivers  :  The  prin¬ 
cipal  Fifheries  have  likewife  their  place  in  this  Col- 
leélion.  When  we  haveafîèmbled  thegreatefl:  Cu- 
riofities  of  the  Sea,  fuch  as  Fifhes  that  differ  from 
the  common  Form,  thefineft  Species  of  Shells  -,  the 
principal  Plants  that  grow  in  the  mighty  Waters, 
and  the  Fifhery  of  Coral  -,  we  proceed  to  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  Navigation,  but  fancied  we  fhould  be 
defective  in  one  Particular,  which  is  but  little  known, 
though  very  familiar  in  Converfuion,  if  we  had 
negleded  to  exhibit  the  exterior  Form,  and  the  in¬ 
ward  Arrangement  of  a  large  Ship,  as  likewife  a 
Galley,  and  the  fmallefl:  Veflfels  ;  together  with  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  launched. 

Jewels,  Stones,  and  Metals,  being  incapable  of 
deriving  any  Aid  from  the  Engraver  ;  as  any  one 
may  experience,  by  cafting  an  eye  on  the  pompous 
and  infignificant  Plates,  in  the  third  Volume  of  the 
Hiflory  of  the  Danube^  by  the  Count  àe  MarfilU  ; 
we  omitted  a  number  of  Singularities,  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Entrails  of  the  Earth,  and  only  caufed 
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feveral  petrified  .  Bodies,  and  figured  Stones  to  be 
engraven  *,  becaufe,  as  they  imitate  the  Shapes  of 
Animals  or  Plants,  they  are  eafily  known,  and 
likewife  create  feveral  curious  Enquiries. 

To  render  the  Knowledge  of  thefe  Particulars 
eafy  and  agreeable,  we  were  careful,  as  much  as 
poilible,  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  P^igures  that 
correfpond  with  the  natural  Dimenfions  of  the 
Things  they  reprefented,  and  are  always  more  pro^ 
per  to  fix  an  Idea  of  the  Objedt,  than  any  written 
Dcfcriptions  that  can  be  invented.  Give  a  young 
Reader  a  Relation  of  Leaves  that  are  cockled, 
flefiiy,  oblong,  finuous,  or  laciniated  -,  thefe  learn¬ 
ed  Terms  will  confound  him,  and  change  his  A- 
mufement  into  a  laborious  Study.  But  if  you  fhew 
him  the  Leaf  of  a  Plant,  he  immediately  com¬ 
prehends  the  Difference  between  a  common  Elm, 
and  a  Yoke  Elm  ;  a  Linden  Tree,  and  a  Birch; 
and  will  confequently  remember  them,  without  any 
Difficulty.  He  will  fay,  as  he  paflfes  through  a 
Wood,  or  a  Meadow,  this  Plant  is  called  Saint-Foin, 
and  that  Tree  is  an  Afpin  ;  here  grows  an  Oak,  and 
there  a  Fir-Ti  'ee. 

All  thefe  Families  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  va¬ 
rious  Liveries,  and  thofe  Perfons,  who  make  them 
the  Subjedt  of  their  daily  Difquifitions,  think  it 
fufficient  to  mark  them  out  by  the  Figure  of  their 
Leaves  and  Seeds.  We  mav  therefore  be  fatif- 
fied  with  this  Method  of  Difeovery  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  we  were  induftrious  to  avoid  an  elaborate 
Affortment  of  each  Plant,  in  that  certain  Clafs,  or 
particular  Genius  or  Species,  into  which  Monfieur 
"Tournefort  has  ranged  them.  Our  Readers  would 
have  been  ffiocked  at  thofe  Diftributions  of  fimple 
and  compound  Flowers  ;  of  fteril  and  fertil  Sim¬ 
ples  ;  of  compound  Monopetales,  and  compound 
Polypetales  -,  of  Monopetales  which  are  either  re¬ 
gular,  or  opened  in  the  Form  of  Bells,  Tunnels,  or 

Rofes, 
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Rofes,  Thefe  Divifions  and  Subdivifions,  with 
a  Variety  of  others,  may  be  necelTary  to  form  a 
Herbalift,  or  furnifh  a  Di6lionary  for  a  Botanift  j 
but  as  they  would  have  been  exceedingly  mifplaced 
in  this  Work,  the  Cenfures  we  may  fuftain  by 
omitting  them  will  be  alcog;ether  as  ill-difpofed. 

As  moft  of  the  Articles  of  this  fécond  Volume, 
and  part  of  the  third,  relate  to  the  pradlical  Part 
more  than  to  mere  Curiofity,  I  was  un  willing  to 
commit  any  Miftakes  that  might  be  injurious  to  my 
Readers  :  For  which  Reafon  I  had  Recourfe  to 
Monfieur  Le  Normandy  Director  of  the  Herb- 
Garden  of  Verfailles^  and  to  Monfieur  Bernard  de 
L.edurer  of  the  Royal  Gardens  ;  and  I 
received  from  the  polite  Civilities  and  profound 
Knowledge  of  thofe  Gentlemen  all  the  Affiftance 
I  needed  on  that  Occafion.  They  were  fo  obliging 
as  to  review  all  the  Converfations  on  Plants,  and 
enabled  me  to  give  them  their  proper  Appellations. 
This  Remark  was  neceffary  for  two  Reafons  :  My 
Readers  will  find  their  Account  in  it,  and  I  have 
an  Opportunity  of  teftifying  my  fincere  Gratitude^ 
with  Pleafure. 


APPROBATION. 

JHave  readf  hy  Order  of  the  Lord- Chancellor^ 
the  Second  Part  of  Nature  Difplay’d,  and  am 
ferfuaded  it  will  prove  as  agreeable  to  the  Puhlick 
as  the  firji,  Paris,  15  December  1734. 

Jofeph  Privât  de  Molieres. 
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I’he Countess.  TJ&^’Prior.  Ty&^'CHEvALiER, 

Cheval,  H  AV  E  loft  nothing  by  de¬ 

ferring  my  Return  to  the  Month 
of  May  inftead  of  Deceinher. 
All  the  LandAvip  around  me 
is  extremely  charming. 

Count efs.  Thanks  to  the  returning  Spring,  and 
the  new  Bloom  of  Flowers. 

Cheval, 
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Cheval.  Thofe  that  border  the  Parterre  form  a 
moft  delightful  Profpeft  *,  but  as  yet  I  have  only 
beheld  them  from  the  Balcony. 

Countefs.  We  may  eafily  defcend  and  take  a 
nearer  view  :  But  I  muft  intreat  the  Prior  to  in¬ 
form  me,  why  the  firft  Appearance  of  a  Flower- 
Garden  infpires  each  Beholder  with  a  fudden  Plea- 
fure  ;  and  whence  it  can  proceed,  that  without  any 
diftindt  Thought  we  are  that  Moment  fenfible  of 
a  Satisfaftion  we  experience  in  no  other  Place  ? 
The  Caufe,  in  my  Opinion,  is  to  be  derived  from 
the  rich  Colours  which  ftrike  our  Sight  ;  and  it  is 
not  without  Defign,  that  Flowers  have  been  arrayed 
with  fo  much  Splendor. 

Prior.  I  would  willingly  know  the  Chevalier’s 
Sentiments  on  this  Subjedl. 

Cheval.  I  freely  confefs  it  never  entered  into  my 
.Thoughts  to  leek  for  any  Defign  in  Flowers  -,  but 
if  I  may  judge  of  them,  by  the  Delight  they  af¬ 
ford  me,  they  were  certainly  created  to  pleafe  us. 

Countefs.  That  feems  to  be  a  flattering  Thought  : 
But  is  it  nothing  more  ?  And  mufl  we  really  take 
it  for  an  Illufion  of  Self-Love  ? 

Prior.  I  am  far  from  entertaining  that  Opinion  : 
There  is  a  manifeft  Connexion  in  all  Nature;  and 
though  each  Objedl  has  its  particular  Find  in  that 
Syftem,  or  may  happen  to  correfpond  with  fome 
other,  we  fee  that  all  of  them  have  an  ultimate 
Relation  to  Man.  They  are  united  in  him  as  their 
proper  Centre  ;  he  is  the  End  of  all,  fin  ce  he 
alone  has  a  Ufe  for  the  whole.  For  him  the  Sun 
rifes  each  Morning,  and  for  his  Accommodation 
the  Stars  glitter  in  the  Firmament  :  And  if  the 
moft  diftant  Bodies  ferve  him,  with  fo  much  Re¬ 
gularity,  he  has  the  more  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
thofe  which  are  placed  fo  near  him  are  all  appointed 
for  his  Ufe. 
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Counîefs.  It  is  evident  that  the  Flowers,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  are  formed  to  pleafe  him,  and  it  is  for  his 
fake  that  they  have  received  their  amiable  Ap¬ 
pearance.  No  Eyes  but  his  can  enjoy  their  Beau¬ 
ties.  The  Animals  never  feem  to  be  affeéled  with 
Pleafure  when  they  behold  them,  nor  do  they  ever  ' 
flop  toccnfider  them  with  Attention.  They  confound 
them  with  the  common  Herbage  of  the  Field  ,  they 
trample  on  the  moft  beautiful  of  the  Tribe,  and  are 
perfedlly  infenfible  of  this  Ornament  of  the  Earth. 
Whereas  Man,  amidlt  a  Crowd  of  Objedls  and 
Riches  that  furround  him,  diftinguifhes  and  pur- 
fues  the  Flowers  with  a  peculiar  complaifance. 

Prior.  They  have  like  wife  an  agreeable  Correfpon- 
dence  with  our  Eyes,  and  a  Set  of  powerful  Attrac¬ 
tions,  that  invite  us  to  approach  them.  Whenever 
we  gather  them,  they  prefent  us  with  new  Perfec¬ 
tions,  in  Proportion  to  our  regarding  them  with  a 
nearer  Attention.  The  greateft  part  of  them  not 
only  regale  our  View  with  the  Beauty  and  Ar¬ 
rangement  of  their  Colours,  but  gently  delight  our 
Smell  with  an  exquifite  Perfume  ;  and  when  they 
have  gratified  our  Senfes  with  an  innocent  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  the  Mind  ft  ill  difclofes  Wonders  in  them, 
which  ravifh  its  Faculties. 

If  I  am  inclinable  to  trace  this  Flower, 
thro’  all  its  progrefs,  from  its  Birth^  I  ^pio^ers." 
perceive  it  always  appears  in  the  Place 
where  the  Seeds  are  to  be  unfolded  ;  and  wherever 
that  is  wanting,  thefe  are  not  to  be  expected.  The 
Trees  that  grow  in  Forefts,  and  thofe  that  bear 
Fruits  -,  the  different  kinds  of  Pulfe,  together  with 
the  Herbage  of  the  Field,  are  yearly  covered  with 
Flowers,  more  or  lefs  lively  in  their  Glow  ;  in 
order  to  produce  a  Fruit,  or  Seed,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  formed,  unlefs  the  Flower  itfelf  was  in  no  Con¬ 
dition  to  blow,  or  has  not  been  fufficiently  preferved. 
I  am  defirous  to  difcover  the  Relation  between  a 
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Flower  and  a  Seed,  and  when  I  have  carefully  fur^ 
veyed  the  Structure  of  the  former,  I  always  difco- 
ver  one  or  more  Enciofures  appointed  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  Seed.  Around  that  EncJofure  I 
obferve  a  Set  of  Chives  fuftaining  feveral  Packets 
of  Powder,  which  they  fcatter  on  all  Parts.  The 
whole  is  encompaffed  with  an  Empalement,  or  fofc 
Robe,  that  unfolds  and  clofes  with  a  kind  of  Precau¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  the  Air.  All 
thefe  Relations  have  a  Language  I  underftand,  and 
they  contribute  to  my  Inftrudlion  ;  till  at  lafi:  I  am 
convinced  that  thefe  Parts,  which  are  difpofed  with 
fo  much  Art  and  Regularity,  and  wither  round 
the  Enclofure  when  the  Seed  is  formed,  are  in- 
ftrumental  in  the  Generation  of  that  Seed.  I  like- 
wife  difcover  the  original  Defign  of  Flowers.  The 
Deity,  by  difpenfing  the  Verdure  of  the  Earth  to 
Mankind,  has  perpetuated  his  Gifts,  through  all 
Ages,  in  Confequcnce  of  the  Commiffion  he  has 
given  the  Flowers,  to  renew  each  Plant  from  Year 
to  Year,  by  infufing  Fertility  into  the  Seed. 

ChevaL  This  is  a  Fundlion  truly  noble  ;  but  if 
they  are  found  to  impregnate  the  Seed,  can  we 
continue  to  fay,  they  were  created  for  our  Plea- 
fure  ? 

Prior.  This  important  and  firfl  Defign  to  pro¬ 
cure  Immortality  to  Plants  is  not  inconfiflent  with 
a  fécond,  which  is  to  delight  the  View 
of  Man.  When  God  created  the  Flow¬ 
ers,  he  thought  fit  to  blend  Utility  with 
Pleafure.  If  he  had  only  appointed 
them  to  furnifh  each  Plant  with  a  re-produdlive 
Seed,  he  would  not  have  graced  the  Generality  of 
them,  with  fuch  amiable  Forms,  and  engaging  Co¬ 
lours  ;  but  they  would  have  refembled  Roots,  which, 
being  only  calculated  to  impart  Nourifhment  to  the 
Plant  in  a  Situation  of  Obfeurity,  were  not  pro¬ 
vided  v/ith  any  Embellifhment.  Whereas  the  great 
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Being,  who  formed  the  Flowers,  Teems  to  have 
taken  Pleafure  to  fhape  and  paint  the  greateit 
Part  of  them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  qualifies  them 
to  regale  the  View  of  Man  and  adorn  his  Habi¬ 
tation, 

Countefs,  We  have  no  Occafion  at  prefent  to 
expatiate  on  that  furprizing  Strudure  of  Flowers 
which  produces  fuch  ufeful  Effeds,  fince  j 

we  have  fufficiently  enlarged  upon  it  Dial.  14. 
formerly  :  Let  us  therefore  be  more 
particular  in  confidering  the  Pleafures  they  are  com-^ 
miflioned  to  procure  us. 

In  the  firft  Place,  there  are  a  Number  of  Flow¬ 
ers  that  feem  only  formed  to  prefent  Mankind  with 
a  Colledion  of  Sweets  ;  and  while  others  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  him  a  Fruit  which  he  will  ufe  after  the 
Difappearance  of  the  Flowers,  thefe  are  far  from 
being  indifferent,  tho’  he  is  not  confcious  they  have 
any  other  Merit  than  the  Pleafure  they  afford  him  -, 
but  they  prefent  themfelves  to  him  in  their  Turns 
with  fuch  an  engaging  Air,  as  makes  it  eyident 
they  all  pay  their  Court  to  him  as  their  Lord. 

Prior,  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  far  the 
Defign  to  delight  Man  with  the  Beauty  and  Pro- 
fufion  of  Flowers  has  been  extended.  Their 
Multitude  is  a  real  Prodigy,  and  one 
would  imagine  they  had  been  com-  Theyaft 

nianded  to  fpring  beneath  every  Step  piowerT.  ° 
we  take.  Each  Part  of  Nature  unfolds 
them  to  our  View  in  their  Turns.  They  rear  their 
Heads  on  the  lofty  Tops  of  Trees,  and  are  diffufed 
thro’  the  Herbage  that  creeps  along  the  Earth  : 
They  embellifli  the  Valleys  and  the  Mountains, 
and  the  Meadows  are  enamelled  with  their  Colours. 
They  are  gathered  from  the  Skirts  of  Woods,  and 
make  their  Appearance  even  in  Deferts  :  The 
Earth  is  a  Garden  entirely  covered  with  their 
Bloom-,  and  left  Man  ffiould  be  deprived  of  this 
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delicious  Profpeâ;,  when  he  retires  within  the  narrow 
Confines  of  his  Habitation,  they  feem  defirous  to 
render  this  more  amiable  to  him,  by  ranging 
themfelves  in  his  Parterre,  and  creating  him  more 
Pleafure  than  they  afford  him  in  any  other  Situation. 

Countefs,  Would  not  one  be  apt  to  fay,  that  at 
leaft  the  molt  lovely  of  all  the  Tribe  are  feparated 
from  the  Commonality  of  Flowers,  in  order  to 
form  a  ffiining  Embaffy  ;  and  that  they  advance  to 
render  Homage  to  their  Lord,  and  are  deputed  to 
hail  him  King  of  Nature  ? 

Prior,  ’Tis  an  infallible  Truth,  that  the  Beauty  of 
Flowers  never  fails  to  infpire  us  with 
The  Beauty  when  we  have  fufficiently  ex- 

owers.  faireff:,  we  are  fenfible  they 

are  only  proper  to  refreffi  the  Sight  -,  and  indeed  the 
Profpedl  they  afford  is  fo  touching,  and  we  expe¬ 
rience  their  Power  to  be  fo  effedtual,  that  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  thofe  Arts  which  are  ambitious  to  pleafe 
feem  moft  fuccefsful  when  they  borrow  their  Af- 
fiffance.  Sculpture  imitates  them  in  its  fofteft 
Ornaments,  Architedure  beftows  the  Embellifh- 
ments  of  Leaves  and  Feffoons,  on  thofe  Columns 
and  Fronts  which  would  otherwife  be  too  naked. 
The  richeff:  Embroideries  are  little  more  than  Foli¬ 
age  and  Flowers  ;  the  moft  magnificent  Silks  are 
almoft  covered  with  thefe  charming  Forms,  and  are 
thought  beautiful,  in  Proportion  as  they  refemble 
the  lively  Tinge  of  natural  Flowers. 

Thefe  have  always  been  the  Symbols  or  Repre- 
fentations  of  Joy  ;  they  were  formerly  the  infepara- 
ble  Ornaments  of  Feafts,  and  are  ftill  introduced  with 
Applaufe  toward  the  clofe  of  our  Entertainments, 
when  they  are  brought  in  with  the  Fruit,  to  enli¬ 
ven  the  Feftival  that  begins  to  languifh  :  And  they 
are  fo  peculiarly  adapted  to  Scenes  of  Pleafure, 
that  they  are  always  confidered  as  inconfiftent  with 
Mourning.  Decency,  informed  by  Nature,  never 
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âdmits  them  into  thofe  Places  where  Tears  and 
Afflidion  are  predominant. 

Countefs.  The  Fettivals  in  the  Country  are  never 
celebrated  without  Garlands,  and  the  Entertainments 
of  the  Polite  are  ulhered  in  by  a  Flower.  If  the 
Winter  denies  them  that  Gratification,  they  have  Re- 
courfe  to  Art.  A  young  Bride  in  all  the  Magnifi¬ 
cence  of  her  nuptial  Array  would  imagine  flie 
v^anted  a  necefiary  part  of  her  Ornaments^  if  fhe 
did  not  improve  them  with  a  Sprig  of  Flowers.  A 
Queen,  amidft  the  greateft  Solemnities,  though  flie 
is  covered  with  the  Jewels  of  the  Crown,  has  an  In¬ 
clination  to  this  rural  Ornament  ;  fhe  is  not  fatisfied 
with  mere  Grandeur  and  Majefiy,  but  is  defirous 
of  affuming  an  Air  of  Softnefs  and  Gaity  by  the 
Mediation  of  Flowers. 

Prior,  Religion  itfelf,  with  all  its  Simplicity  and 
Abftradion,  and  amidft  the  Abhorrence  it  profefies 
to  theatrical  Pomp,  which  rather  tends  to  diiïipate 
the  Heart,  than  to  infpire  it  with  a  due  Reverence 
for  facred  Myfteries  and  a  Scnfibility  of  human 
Wants,  permits  fome  of  its  Feftivals  to  be  celebrated 
with  Boughs  and  Chaplets  of  Flowers. 

Chevalier,  All  Perfons  in  general  are  touched 
with  the  Beauty  of  thefe  Produdions,  and  ’tis  a 
M  isfortune  we  fhould  ever  be  deprived  of  their  V  iew. 

Countefs.  It  is  certain,  that  what  has  been  faid  of 
a  different  kind  of  Beauty  may  be  applied  to  each 
Flower  in  particular. 

^he  fairefi  Forms  that  Nature  /hows 
Suftain  the  Jharpeji  Doom  ; 

Her  Life  was  like  the  Morning  Rofe^ 

Float  withers  in  its  Bloom.  * 

*  .  .  .  .  Les  plus  belles  chofes 
Ont  le  pire  dellin; 

Elle  a  vécu  ce  que  vivent  les  Rofes. 

L’efpace  d’un  Matin.  Malherbe. 
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But  as  the  Generality  of  Flowers  are 
employed  to  adorn  the  Dwellings  of 
Man,  at  lead  for  a  certain  Time,  they 
never  make  their  Appearance  in  one 
united  Body,  nor  at  the  fame  Period  of  Time.  They 
tender  him  their  Service  in  Succeffion,  they  agree 
to  beautify  the  different  Seafons,  they  fucceed  .each 
other,  without  leaving  any  vacant  Spaces,  and  we 
feldcm  complain  of  their  Abfence,  fince  they  di¬ 
vide  among  them  the  four  Portions  of  the  Year. 

Prior.  The  Flowers  by  this  Succeffion  entertain 
us  with  a  fplendid  Feaft,  wrought  into  Decorations 
that  fucceed  each  other  in  a  regular 
The  Variety  Xhe  fiowery  Liverwort,  Cow- 

each  Sea-  Violets,  Hyacinths,  Auriculas, 

l'on.  Lilies  of  the  Valley,  Daffodils,  and 

Wind-Flowers,  prefent  us,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  Expreifion,  with  the  hrft  Ad:. 

Thefe  difappear,  for  the  mod  part,  and  refign 
their  Places  to  Imperial  Crowns,  Arabian  Beans, 
Flower-de-Luces,  Jonquils,  the  Ranunculus,  and 
all  the  Flowers  which  at  prefent  crown  this  Par¬ 
terre.  The  didant  Fruit-Trees  intermix  their  fofteft 
Colours  v/ith  the  rifing  Verdure,  and  heighten  the 
Glow  of  the  Parterre. 

You  may  at  the  fame  Time  fee  the  opening 
Bloom  of  the  Rofe-Bufh,  the  Lily,  the  Julian, 
the  Gilliflower,  the  Gold-Locks,  the  Mithridate- 
Mudard,  the  Carnation  and  Poppy  :  Their  Stems 
and  Buds  are  fortified  by  infenfible  Growth  ;  and 
thefe  are  the  Preparations  for  the  Array  of  Sum¬ 
mer. 

Autumn  will  afterward  unfold  the  Pyramidal, 
the  Balfamine,  the  Turnfole,  the  Tuberofe,  the 
Amaranth,  the  Indian-Pink,  the  Meadow  Saffron, 
with  a  Variety  of  other  Species.  The  Feftival 
will  be  continued  without  Interruption  :  The  pre¬ 
dominant  Colours  are  always  affuming  an  Air  of 
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Novelty,  and  prevent,  by  their  agreeable  Varia¬ 
tions,  that  Difguft  which  is  infeparable  from  Uni¬ 
formity. 

The  Winter,  attended  with  its  Train  of  Frofts  and 
lowering  Skies,  draws  her  fable  Curtain  at  laft  over 
the  Face  of  Nature,  and  intercepts  its  Features 
from  our  View  ;  but  while  it  difpofes  us  to  wifh  for 
the  Return  of  verdant  Scenes  and  Flowers,  it  affords 
fome  Repofe  to  the  Earth,  which  has  been  exhaufted 
by  fo  many  Produdlions. 

Count efs.  We  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  Beauty  of 
Flowers,  that  we  have  acquired  the  Art  of  fecuring 
their  Prefence  in  fpite  of  the  Rigours  of  Winter. 
We  preferve  the  fhattered  Remains  of  Autumn,  and 
can  frequently  raife  a  Bloom  of  Spring  Flowers 
without  waiting  for  the  Return  of  the  Zephyrs, 
whofe  Approaches  are  always  too  flow.  The 
Tuberofe,  the  Amaranth,  the  Stork-Bill,  and  the 
whole  Clafs  of  Flowers  that  are  well  regulated, 
may  be  much  retarded  in  their  Appearance  and  pre- 
ferved  till  the  Laurus-Tinus  flourifhes  in  our  Apart¬ 
ments,  that  exclude  the  injurious  Blafts  of  the  North, 
The  Wind-Flower  and  the  Violet,  aided  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  Heat,  and  the  Hyacinth  and  Daffodil  placed 
in  a  warm  Air  and  daily  refrefhed  with  V/ater,  will 
adorn  our  Chimneys  in  the  mofl:  gloomy  Months. 
Thus  do  we  conned:  the  Autumn  and  Spring,  and 
they  feem  to  aflbciate  with  a  pleafing  Harmony. 

Prior,  The  Flowers  are  not  only  diverfified  from 
one  Seafon  to  another,  but  even  thofe  that  bloom 
together  in  the  fame  Period  of  Time  have  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Variety  of  Forms,  which  dcmonflrate  the  endlefs 
Invention  of  their  Author,  together  with  his  Defign 
to  multiply  the  Ornaments  of  our  Habitations. 
’Tis  impofiible  to  enumerate  the  different  Plans  by 
which  all  the  Families  of  Flowers  have  been  form¬ 
ed,  without  repeating  any  perfed:  Similitude  be¬ 
tween  them.  Every  Touch  is  truly  original  and 
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peculiar  to  a  certain  Species.  They  vary  among 
themfelves  in  the  Shape  of  the  Petals  *  and  the 
Delicacy  of  the  Fringe  that  borders  them,  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Chives  that  are  connected  with 
the  Heart,  the  Stru6ture  of  the  Cup  that  unites  the 
feveral  Parts,  the  Formation  of  the  Stem  that  fuf- 
tains  them,  the  Turn  of  the  green  Foliage  that 
furroLinds  them,  and  principally  in  the  Colours 
with  which  they  are  tin6lured,  and  the  Airs  pe¬ 
culiar  to  their  Clafs.  Let  us  take  a  fhort  Survey 
of  the  Beauty  that  refults  from  fo  many  fplendid 
Tints. 

I  am  not  certain  whether  Flowers  de¬ 
rive  more  Advantage  from  being  view¬ 
ed  in  Conjundlion  with  each  other,  or  from  a  fe- 
parate  Confideration  of  their  Beauties,  When  they 
are  united  in  a  Cluifer,  they  form  an  Aflbrtment 
that  diffufes  an  engaging  Propriety  thro’  the  whole. 
Nothing  appears  indelicate,  ill-dilpofed,  or  too  much 
contrafted.  The  Concourfe  of  all  thefe  Colours 
produces  a  Harmony  extremely  varied,  and  which 
entirely  fatisfies  the  Eye.  When  they  are  confider- 
ed  in  a  feparate  View,  each  Individual  difeovers  its 
Perfonal  Merit  by  a  Symmetry  peculiar  to  its  Na¬ 
ture  Let  us  gather  the  fird  that  accidentally  comes 
to  hand. 

It  is  one  of  the  lad  party-coloured  Anemonies, 
and  alone  prefents  me  with  all  the  Beauties  I  admire 
in  the  whole  Parterre.  I  here  obferve  a  V  ariety  of 
different  Colours,  which  grow  fdnter  by  Degrees, 
and  by  the  fofteft  Diminutions  lofe  themfelves  in 
the  Luftre  of  the  adjoining  Tints.  The  Tulip  on 
the  contrary  limits  its  Colours  by  a  delicate  Stripe, 
which  is  elegantly  diflinguifhed  -,  and  by  contrading 
one  Colour  with  another  heightens  the  radiant  Com¬ 
plexion  of  both. 

'r 

^  The  Leaves  that  compofe  the  Vafe  of  the  Flower. 


If 


0/ FLO  WE  RS.  23. 

If  the  divine  Wifdom  feems  to  have  „ 
had  a  Complacency  in  the  Diftribution 
of  thofe  Colours  that  array  the  Flowers, 
what  a  new  Charm  has  it  imparted  to  them  in  their 
^ticular  Airs  and  Forms!  Take  a  general  View 
or  the  Flowers  that  fill  the  Divifions  of  this  Par¬ 
terre  *,  you  may  obferve  fome  of  them  rifing  with  a 
Mean  of  Dignity  and  Grandeur  :  Others,  without 
the  leaft  Pomp  or  Oftentation,  attrad  the  Eye  by 
the  Regularity  of  their  Lineaments.  What  an  Afpe(^ 
of  Majefty  is  vifible  in  this  Growth  of  Tulips! 
How  elegant  is  the  Symmetry  of  thofe  Pyramids 
in  which  the  Lilies  will  foon  appear  !  At  the  foot 
of  thefe  ftately  Flowers  I  difeern  a  Panfy,  which 
difclofes  nothing  remarkable  :  One  would  imagine 
it  wanted  Refolution  to  make  its  Appearance.  It 
promifes  but  little  at  a  Diftance  ;  but  the  Moment 
we  approach  it  we  find  ourfelves  delighted  with 
a  refrefhing  Fragrance  and  a  profufion  of  peculiar 
Gra|:es. 

Count efs.  You  have  given  me  a  fenfible  Pleafure 
by  raifing  it  from  its  Obfeurity  :  ’Tis  indeed  my 
favourite  Flower,  becaufe  it  not  only  affords  us  its 
Prefence  in  all  Seafons,  and  fupplies  the  Abfence 
of  other  Flowers  that  have  difappeared,  but  is  like- 
wife  graced  with  a  Finenefsof  Texture  and  a  Glow 
of  Purple  which  nothing  can  imitate  *,  the  fofteft 
Velvets,  when  compared  with  this  little  Flower, 
appear  like  Canvas  to  the  Eye. 

Cheval.  It  is  certain  that  the  Works  of  our 
Looms  have  neither  the  Delicacy  nor  the  Luftre 
of  Flowers  -,  but  then  they  have  one  Advantage  of 
which  thefe  are  deftitute.  They  may  be  changed 
and  diverfified  by  new  Inventions  *,  whereas  Flow¬ 
ers  are  always  the  fame.  How  pleafing  are  the 
Charms  of  Variety! 

Countefs.  ’Tis  a  Pleafure  we  are  very  folicitous 
to  procure  in  all  our  Works.  We  confult  it  in 
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our  Habit  and  Furniture,  our  Mufic, 
Language  and  Building.  All  our  In¬ 
ventions  are  in  a  confiant  Fluctuation, 
and  we  are  never  fixed  in  any  one  Par¬ 
ticular.  One  Mode  is  banifhed  by  another,  and 
are  not  certain  that  the  beft  of  our  Performants 
will  be  thought  agreeable,  either  for  the  fpace  of 
an  hundred  Years,  or  at  the  Diftance  of  an  hundred 
Leagues.  We  vary  the  fame  Things  into  a  thou- 
fand  Shapes,  but  after  we  have  reformed  them 
with  our  utmoft  Care,  we  find  ourfelves  as  uncer¬ 
tain  and  as  little  advanced  in  our  Progrefs  as  we 
wTre  the  firft  Day.  But  the  Cafe  is  very  different 
in  the  Equipage  of  Flowers  :  The  Subftance,  the 
Colour,  the  Shape,  are  always  the  fame,  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  Tindlures,  whofe  Variations  are  very  in- 
confiderable,  and  always  pleafing.  We  are  never 
tempted  to  alter  them  by  any  Additions  or  Di¬ 
minutions  :  We  fhould  be  deprived  of  all  their 
Beauty  by  that  Proceeding,  and  their  Model  ^  fo 
amiable  already,  that  we  are  perfuaded  it  needs 
no  Reformation.  The  Rofes  have  never  changed 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World,  and  they  have 
conftantly  created  Pleafure  to  this  Moment. 

Prior.  Thefe  are  Beauties  which  without  any  Pre¬ 
parations,  or  fedulous  Attention,  have  attained  their 
Perfection  in  all  the  Simplicity  of  Structure,  and 
are  fixed  by  the  Standard  of  Truth. 

Countefs.  This  may  be  the  very  Circumftance  that 
occafions  the  real  Difference  between  the  Beauty  fo 
infcparable  from  the  Works  of  Nature,  and  that 
which  is  fo  changeable  and  tranfienc  in  the  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  Man. 

Prior.  We  muft  not  be  furprized  if  Men  are  li¬ 
mited,  unfertile  and  fickle  in  their  Inventions.  They 
^  proceed  with  uncertain  Steps,  when 
of  Beauty.  ^  would  trace  out  what  is  amiable. 

That  Matter  which  they  fhape  into 
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innumerable  Forms,  in  order  to  accommodate 
themfelves  with  Houfes,  Furniture,  and  Habits,  is 
not  their  own  Work.  They  are  even  unacquainted 
with  its  conftituent  Parts  ;  it  often  fruftrates  their 
Labours,  and  is  frequently  deftroyed,  or  rather 
difconcerted  under  their  Hands.  They  endeavour 
to  re-adjuft  it  in  a  more  promifing  Form  ;  but, 
when  they  have  accompli  (bed  it  to  the  beft  of  their 
Capacity,  it  is  attended  with  freih  Inconveniencies, 
and  creates  them  new  Diflatisfadtions. 

The  contrary  of  all  this  is  vifible  in  the  Works 
of  God,  and  every  Part  of  his  Creation  has  a  de¬ 
termined  and  perfevering  Beauty.  His  Will  regu¬ 
lates  all  that  is  amiable.  The  Obje(5l  which  he  has 
once  created  never  varies,  and  is  always  pleafing. 
He  makes  it  evident  that  he  is  the  Mailer  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  that  he  renders  it  tracElable  to  his  Laws. 
This  Matter,  which  conforms  to  his  Orders  with  fo 
much  Pliancy  and  Obedience,  affumes  all  the  Shapes 
with  which  he  pleafes  to  imprefs  it,  and  is  imme¬ 
diately  produ6tive  of  each  Effeâ:  that  he  ordained. 
He  imprints  upon  it  the  moil  apparent  and  oppo- 
fite  Charaders  according  to  his  Sovereign  Plea- 
fure.  He  molds  the  Face  of  a  Lion,  a  Tyger, 
and  a  Leopard,  into  an  Aifemblage  of  dreadful  Fea¬ 
tures  and  Lineaments  that  fill  the  moil  undaunted 
Hearts  with  Terror.  But  when  his  unerring  Hand 
fafliions  the  fame  Matter  into  Flowers  to  delight 
our  View  he  frames  them  in  a  different  Manner. 
Fie  gives  them  a  foft  and  elegant  Form,  and  arrays 
them  with  the  moft  delicate  Attradions,  that  infpire 
us  with  Delight  the  Moment  we  behold  them. 
He  confines  the  terrifying  Forms  of  Nature 
to  Woods  and  Deferts  remote  from  Man,  but 
fheds  a  Profufion  of  Flowers  and  Verdure  over 
OUT  Fields,  our  Meadows,  our  Gardens,  and 
all  the  Profped  around  us.  Man  therefore  be¬ 
holds 
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holds  himfelf  encompafled  with  Objeéts  that  are 
only  offered  to  his  View  with  an  Intention  to  folace 
him  in  his  Labours,  by  prefenting  him  with  Plea- 
fures  in  every  Part  that  amufe  him  without  corrupt¬ 
ing  his  Mind. 

Countefs,  Flowers  are  not  only  intended  to  beau¬ 
tify  the  Earth  with  their  fhining  Co- 
The  Fragran-  lours,  but  the  greateft  part  of  them, 
cy  of  Flowers,  ip  order  to  render  the  Entertainment 
more  exquifite,  diffufea  Fragrance  that 
perfumes  all  the  Air  around  us  ;  and  it  fhould 
feem  as  if  they  were  folicitous  to  referve  their 
Odours  for  the  Evening  and  Morn,  when  walk¬ 
ing  is  moft  agreeable  -,  but  their  Sweets  are  very 
faint  during  the  Heat  of  the  Day,  when  we  vifit 
them  the  Icaft.  Have  the  Flowers  entered  into  any 
mutual  Agreement  to  ferve  us  with  fo  much  Com- 
plaifance  ? 

Prior,  The  Sap  is  perpetually  tranfpiring  through 
the  Flowers  in  Proportion  to  the  Sun’s  Warmth. 
Thefe  fine  Spirits,  which  are  the  EfiTence  and  aro¬ 
matic  Parts  of  the  Flowers,  are  eafily  difperfed 
through  an  Air  rarified  by  Heat,  and  affeél  the 
Smell  but  faintly  at  that  Time  :  But  their  Difii- 
pation  is  much  abated  when  the  Air  is  condenfed 
by  the  Return  of  Night.  The  Action  of  the  Sun, 
by  which  they  are  diffufed,  is  too  weak  in  the 
Morning  and  Evening  to  fcatter  them  to  any 
confiderable  Difiance,  and  ’tis  then  that  the  Re-union 
of  thefe  Spirits  afFeds  us  with  the  ftrongeft  Im- 

The  Evaporation  of  thefe  minute 
Particles  forms  an  Atmofphere  around 
the  Flower,  which  is  difiipated  or  con¬ 
denfed  as  the  Action  of  the  Air  or  Sun 
is  more  or  lefs  intenfe. 

Countejs, 
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Countefs,  The  Spirits  which  compofe  the  At- 
mofphere  of  Perfumes,  as  you  call  it,  ^  ,  .. 

muft  be  extremely  fubtile  and  delicate,  ^  * 

fince  the  Day-Light  alone  is  fufficient  to  difperfe 
them  through  the  Pores  of  fome  particular  Flowers. 

I  cultivate  one,  for  Inftance,  called  the  Crane’s 
Bill,  with  a  Tuberofe  Root,  which  never  difpenfes 
the  leaft  Odour  while  the  Day  continues,  but  is 
exquifitely  fragrant  in  the  Night. 

Prior.  This  is  a  Demonftration  that  the  Spirits 
of  Flowers  are  difperfed  in  Proportion  to  the 
Sun’s  A6tion  upon  them.  But  with  your  Permif- 
fion,  Chevalier,  we  will  not  confine  ourfelves  to 
this  Particular.  In  the  Study  of  natural  Things 
true  Philofophy  is  never  limited  to  the  Contempla¬ 
tion  of  their  Mechanifm,  but  extends  its  Curiofity 
to  the  Benefits  they  produce.  We  are  eafily 
fenfible  of  the  Intercourlp  that  appears  between  the 
Flowers,  the  Air,  and  the  Sun-Beams  ;  and  can 
we  pofiibly  be  unacquainted  with  that  Good  nefs 
which  is  fo  attentive  to  make  this  Correfpondence 
advantageous  to  Man  ?  He  is  treated  like  a  So¬ 
vereign  in  each  Particular.  Providence  has  not  only 
enamel’d  his  Way  with  Flowers,  for  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  of  his  View,  but  has  taken  Care  to  embalm 
and  purify  the  Air  he  breathes,  by  Ihedding  the 
nobleft  Perfumes  in  his  Pafiage.  One  would  even 
imagine  that  the  Flowers  acquitted  themfelves  of 
this  Duty  with  a  confcious  Punctuality,  fince  they 
referve  their  moft  fenfible  and  pleafing  Exhalations 
for  thofe  Moments  of  the  Evening,  when  they  be¬ 
hold  Man  reforting  to  their  Beauties  for  his  Recre¬ 
ation  after  his  Labours. 

Countefs.  Their  Services  are  not  limited  to  the 
Sight  and  Smell,  and  other  Senfes  may 
derive  Advantage  from  their  Miniflra-  9^^^^ 

rr^L  r  1  •  1  -r-.  ^  ties  or  Flowers 

tion.  Ihey  fupply  us  with  Paftes, 
to  enrich  our  Deferts  j  and  prefent  us  with  Pow¬ 
ders, 
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ders,  to  perfume  our  Wardrobes  ;  they  afford  us 
delicate  Syrups,  and  even  Remedies  to  relieve  us 
when  we  are  indifpofed.  Violets,  Jonquils,  and 
Peach-Bloffoms,  Rofes,  Jelfemins,  Carnations, 
ahd  efpecially  Orange-Flowers,  accommodate  us 
with  Conferves  and  a  Variety  of  Confections,  to¬ 
gether  with  Eflences  and  diftilled  Waters  that 
continue  to  us  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Odours  and 
Other  ufeful  Qualities  of  Flowers  when  they  have 
Jong  ceafed  to  be  in  Seafon. 

Chevalier,  I  have  always  been  fond  of  Flowers, 
but  my  Idea  of  their  Merit  was  too  mean  and  im- 
perfeCt  \  I  confidered  them  as  little  Productions  that 
'were  accidentally  fcattered  o’er  the  Earth.  But  I 
am  now  fenfible  they  make  their  Appearance  to 
pleafe  me,  and  I  regard  them  with  Admiration  and 
Gratitude. 

Countefs,  Nothing  can  be  more  juft  than  that 
Thought  *,  what  Advantage  could  we  derive  from 
the  Senfe  of  Sight  were  it  not  accompanied  with 
proper  Sentiments  ? 

Prior,  The  Flowers,  my  dear  Chevalier,  which 
tender  us  fuch  pleafing  Services,  difclofe  a  FunClion 
ftill  more  noble  and  beneficial,  by  perpetu¬ 
ating  the  Plants,  and  embellifhing  the  Face  of 
Nature. 

Chevalier.  What  can  they  poftibly  do  more  ? 

Prior,  I'hey  furnifh  us  with  InftruCtion,  and 
conduct  us  by  gentle  Steps  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  fii  ft  Being,  who  has  condefcended  to  fhape  and 
paint  them  with  fo  much  Delicacy,  and  to  grace 
them  with  fuch  a  Variety  of  Beauties.  How  ami¬ 
able  muft  he  then  be  who  is  the  Source  of  fo  many 
Charms  in  fuch  an  Infinity  of  ObjeCfs,  to  which 
he  conftantly  imparts  the  fame  Luftre  they  dif- 
clofed  when  they  firft  appeared  on  the  Earth  !  And 
if  he  has  been  pleafed  to  beftow  fo  magnificent  an 
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Array  on  Creatures  of  fuch  a  tranfient  Duration, 
and  who  to-morrow  will  be  withered  and  trodden 
under  foot,  like  the  Herbage  of  the  Field  :  What 
will  he  not  do  for  us,  who  are  the  Objcds  of  his 
Complacency?  What  Riches  will  he  not  fhower 
upon  us  with  Profufion  when  he  lhall  fill  the  De¬ 
fines  which  he  himfelf  has  created  within  us,  and 
when  his  Omnipotence  lhall  be  employed  to  cm- 
bellilh  the  Souls  of  Men  ? 
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T^he  Count.  The  Chevalier. 

Chevalier.  F  I  fhould  have  an  Inclina» 

tion  to  be  a  Florid,  will 
your  L.ordfhip  condefcend 
to  be  my  Indrudlor  ? 

Count.  You  are  to  fet 
out  tor  Italy  next  Year,  and 
to  what  Purpofe  then  fhould  I  amufe  you  with  a 
Converfation  on  Flowers,  when  you  are  preparing 
to  reap  a  Harved  of  Laurels? 


Chevalier, 
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Chevalier,  But  this  Harveft  js  not  perpetual,  and 
I  can  judge,  by  your  Lordfliip’s  Example,  that  the 
Shade  of  Laurels  and  Flowers  may  be  properly  in¬ 
termixed.  We  have  a  number  of  vacant  Hours  in 
the  Country,  and  no  Attention  can  employ  them 
better  than  the  Cultivation  of  Flowers. 

Count,  Your  Opinion  is  perfe6lly  juft,  my  dear 
Chevalier,  and  I  fhall  efteem  it  a  Pleafure  to  pre- 
fent  you  with  your  firft  Rudiments  on  this  Subjed:. 

The  Culture  of  Flowers  is  an  Ex-  Advan- 
ercife  that  can  never  be  too  much  com-  tages  arifmg 
mended,  when  it  is  ufed  as  a  Recreation,  from  the  Cul- 
after  any  Employments  that  are  more  tureofFlow- 
neceftary.  It  furnifhes  our  Houfes  with 
delightful  Ornaments,  and  fupplies  us  with  Accom¬ 
modations  that  we  may  fhare  with  others  without 
any  Detriment.  And  as  the  Tafte  for  Flowers  and 
the  Pleafure  of  difclofing  them  to  the  View  of 
others  are  almoft  infeparable,  we  may  confider 
their  Cultivation  as  an  agreeable  Band  of  Society. 
But  they  are  equally  charming  in  Solitude,  and 
fupply  the  Abfence  of  Company  to  thofe  who  are 
alone. 

Chevalier,  My  Amufement  is  highly  dignified 
by  thefe  Particulars  ;  but  left  your  Lordfhip’s  In- 
ftrudlions  fhould  efcape  my  Memory,  I  intend  to 
commit  them  all  to  Writing. 

Count.  That  will  be  a  very  proper  Proceeding, 
However  I  fhall  not  enter  upon  any  little  Parti¬ 
culars,  but  think  it  fufficient  to  acquaint  you  with 
fome  of  the  firft  Principles  *,  the  reft  will  grow  fa¬ 
miliar  to  you  by  Pradice,  in  which  every  one  is 
governed  by  his  own  Experience.  Let  us  begin 
then  with  preparing  the  Plot  for  our  Flowers. 

As  amiable  as  they  are  in  themfelves, 
we  heighten  their  Agreeablenefs  in  the 
manner  we  improve  Diamonds.  When  we  intend 
to  make  thefe  appear  in  their  beft  Perfedion,  we 
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join  the  Advantage  of  a  fine  Situation  to  their  na¬ 
tural  Beauties,  and  caufe  them  to  be  elegantly  fet. 
Flowers  never  appear  to  more  Advantage  than  in 
the  Borders  and  Compartments  of  a  regular  Par¬ 
terre.  But  inftead  of  explaining  to  you  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Parterre,  I  fhall  only  acquaint  you,  that 
the  Border  is  a  long  Bed  of  Earth  which  is  carried 
round  the  Parterre,  and  wherein  you  fee  fuch  a 
Variety  of  Flowers.  The  Compartments  are 
little  Plantations,  or  Inclofures  of  Box,  formed 
into  different  Figures,  of  which  fomc  Parterres  are 
compofed. 

When  the  Plot  of  Ground  which  is  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  Flowers  happens  to  be  very  fmall, 
inllead  of  encompafiing  the  Partitions  which  divide 
it  with  a  Verge  of  Box  or  Turf,  which  would 
take  up  too  much  Room,  we  content  ourfelves 
with  a  plain  Border  of  Wood,  painted  green.  The 
Propriety  of  this  Expedient  is  always  the  fame, 
and  we  are  difeharged  for  twenty  Years  from  all 
Cares  and  Expences  of  Reparation. 

If  we  happen  to  pofTefs  a  fpacious  Tradt  of 
Ground,  we  choofe  that  Part  which  is  neareft  to 
the  Body  of  the  Houfe,  and  trace  out  a  Parterre' 
either  in  Embroidery,  or  plain  Turf.  This  Par¬ 
terre  will  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Eye,  and  may 
be  fo  difpofed  as  to  prefent  a  beautiful  View  to  the 
Apartment,  with  Borders  embellifhed  with  com¬ 
mon  Flowers,  provided  the  Intermixture  be  pro¬ 
perly  blended  *,  and  the  Regularity  of  its  Figure 
will  fuffice  as  an  Ornament  to  the  whole  Place  when 
the  Seafon  for  Flowers  is  paft. 

Chevalier.  I  have  known  fome  Gentlemen  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafed  with  their  Parterres,  that  re- 
prefent  their  Arms  with  their  Supporters  in 
Box. 
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Count,  All  crowded  Defigns  and  Figures  that  are 
too  much  compounded  have  been  long 
difcontinued  in  Parterres  -,  for  they 
are  fb  many  Labyrinths  in  which  the 
Eye  of  the  Speélator  is  loft.  We  grew  fenfible 
by  Degrees,  that  all  real  Beauty  is  inconfiftent 
with  Confufion  -,  and  we  think  the  Gothic  Tafte 
is  excluded  from  Parterres,  as  well  as  from  other 
Works,  by  a  Moderation  in  the  Ufe  of  Orna¬ 
ments. 

The  Extent  of  Ground  intended  to  be  laid  out 
in  a  Parterre  may  be  divided  into  feveral  long 
Squares,  or  into  various  triangiilar  Pieces,  cor- 
refponding  with  each  other.  Some  Lines  of  Box, 
ufually  accompanied  with  a  Scroll  of  Turf,  com- 
pofe  a  Flourifh,  a  Palm-Branch,  or  fome  otjier 
fimple  Bough,  that  appears  eafy  to  the  Eye,  and 
fhoots  from  one  end  of  the  Square  to  the  other. 
If  the  Plot  be  very  large,  a  Work  of  Turf  may 
be  drawn  round  the  whole  Embroidery,  and  fepa- 
'  rated  from  it  by  a  Track,  with  a  Border  to  edge 
the  Square.  This  neat  Figure,  which  is  eafily  taken 
in  at  one  View,  and  may  be  improved  with  a 
Covering  of  Sand  of  an  amiable  Colour,  needs  no 
Addition  but  the  Flowers  in  the  Border  ^  and  thefe 
few  Objedfs  will  fufficiently  enrich  a  very  large  Plot. 
You  may  obferve  all  thefe  Particulars  in  the  Par¬ 
terre  before  you. 

Chevalier.  That  which  has  been  lately  finilhed 
under  the  Window  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Clofet  is 
entirely  different  in  its  Form,  and  without  any 
Embroidery. 

Count,  As  noble  and  entertaining  as  the  Simpli¬ 
city  of  the  firft  Method  may  appear, 
there  are  feveral  Perfons  of  an  excellent 
Tafte,  and  the  Englijh  Nation  in  par¬ 
ticular,  who  give  the  Preference  to  a  Parterre  of 
Turf;  which  is  often  'entirely  plain,  and  without 
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any  Figure  but  the  long  Square  with  a  Bafon  in 
the  Centre.  The  Space  comprehended  by  thefe 
Squares  is  no  more  than  a  Growth  of  green  Mof^ 
feparated  from  the  Border  by  a  Path  covered  with 
Sand  or  the  Powder  of  burnt  Bricks  :  And  in  order 
to  adorn  the  middle  of  the  Border,  inftead  of 
Flowers  which  are  ufually  planted  there,  it  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  draw  a  Line  of  Turf,  fepa¬ 
rated  from  the  two  Borders  of  Box  by  a  double 
Path  of  Sand. 

Chevalier,  This  long  Line  of  Turf  carried  on 
through  the  whole  Extent  of  the  Border  may  perhaps 
be  proper,  but  it  certainly  muft  appear  very  naked. 

Count.  Care  is  taken  to  prevent  that  difagreeable 
Elf'edl  in  this  manner.  Along  the  Line  of  Turf, 
and  at  regular  Intervals  of  Drilance,  ’tis  cuftomary 
to  raife  fevenal  little  Pyramids  of  Ivy,  between 
which,  and  upon  Pedeftals  of  Stone  or  Earth 
cafed  with  Green,  a  Number  of  large  Vafes  are 
placed,  to  receive  in  Panniers  of  Ofier  feveral  fine 
Clufters  of  Dame’s-Violets,  Stock-Gilliflowers,  Car¬ 
nations,  Crane’s-Bill,  Spanifh-Jeflemins,  and  other 
Flowers,  that  vary  according  to  the  Seafon. 

Chevalier.  I  entirely  declare  for  the  Englijh  Tafle, 
and  think  this  Arrangement  at  once  fimple  and 
magnificent. 

Count.  The  Beauties  of  this  Caft  are  always  more 
durable,  becaufe  they  approach  the  neareft  to  the 
Method  and  Tafte  of  Nature.  This  Parterre  has 
Jikewife  another  Advantage  :  For  as  it  requires  but 
little  tending,  it  is  confequently  the  better  accommo¬ 
dated  to  the  Country,  where  we  have  not  always  a 
Gardener  who  has  much  Leifure  to  employ  in  the 
Culture  of  Elow^ers.  We  find  it  very  agreeable 
too  in  Town  ^  for  tho’  this  Parterre  has  a  Variety  of 
Ornaments,  yet  it  frees  us  from  the  Neceflity  of  re¬ 
newing  them  perpetually,  and  is  not  fubjedt  to  many 
little  Inelegancies  which  are  almoft  infeparable  from 
Borders  of  Flowers.  Chevalier. 
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Chevalier,  I  think  I  have  feen  Parterres  of  a 
third  Species  ;  I  mean  fuch  as  are  ornamented  with 
Flourifhes,  or  Shell-Work,  with  an  Intermixture 
of  Turf. 

Count.  In  order  to  accommodate  every  Taffc,  and 
thofe  Perfons  in  particular  who  fancy 
that  neither  Beauty  nor  Defign  can  fub- 
fift  without  Embroidery,  a  third  Par¬ 
terre  has  been  invented,  which  is  a 
Mixture  of  the  two  former,  and  com¬ 
prehends  fome  Strokes  of  Embroidery,  with  a  Sur¬ 
face  of  Turf,  fhaped  into  a  Trefoil,  a  Flouriih,  a 
Shell,  or  fome  other  Ornament  they  imagine  mofl 
agreeable.  Turf  itfelf  is  not  always  the  Furniture 
of  this  Plot  ;  for  it  may  be  filled  with  Daifies,  China- 
Pinks,  and  Snow-Drops,  which  make  a  pleafing 
Appearance  in  their  Seafon  of  Bloom  by  the  Enamel 
of  their  Flowers,  and  through  the  reft  of  the  Year 
by  their  Verdure.  But  the  Embroideries  and  Com¬ 
partments  muft  be  executed  with  great  Delicacy, 
and  conftanfly  repaired  by  new  Culture. 

Chevalier.  I  give  the  Preference  to  the  Parterre  df 
the  fécond  Species. 

Count,  We  find  it  the  moft  agreeable  of  any. 

It  you  have  a  large  Quantity  of  Flow¬ 
ers,  and  are  curious  to  render  their 
Enamel  more  lively  by  ranging  them 
near  one  another,  your  Parterre  may  be  then  formed 
in  Sedfions,  or  Cut-work,  and  you  may  divide 
your  Plot  into  feveral  fquare  or  triangular  Quarters, 
round  a  Statue,  a  Bafon,  or  fome  other  comnnon 
Centre.  You  may  likewife  diftribute  into  each 
Compartment  an  equal  Number  of  Sections,  or  Ih-^ 
clofures,  formed  with  Box,  fome  fquare,  and  others 
round,  a  third  fort  oval,  and  a  fourth  floping, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  whole  may  pre- 
fent  a  juft  and  regular  Appearance  to  the  Eye. 
They  are  all  feparated  by  little  Paths,  equal  on 
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every  Side  *,  and  this  Difpofition  not  only  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  Regularity  of  the  Defign,  but  at  the 
fame  Time  facilitates  the  Accefs  of  the  Florid:  to 
the  Beauties  he  poiïeffcs. 

Chevalier.  What  are  your  Lordfhip’s  Sentiments 
of  the  various  Windings  we  fee  in  fome  Parterres  ? 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  are  not  agreeable  to 
your  Tafte. 

Count.  Inftead  of  acquainting  you  with  mine, 
which  never  prefcribes  Rules  to  others,  I  fhall  only 
declare  to  you,  ihat.thofe  who  are  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  have  a  juft  Tafte  never  amufe  them- 
felves  with  forming  thefe  little  Figures  ;  and  if  you 
will  let  this  Point  be  decided  by  their  Opinion,  a 
Garden  divided  with  Uniformity  into  feveral  long 
Squares,  bordered  with  painted  Wood,  prefents  the 
moft  amiable  and  regular  Appearance  to  the  View. 

Chevalier.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  informed  why 
theBeds  of  Earth,  in  which  the  Flowers  are  planted, 
are  raifed  higher  than  the  Walks. 

Count.  If  the  Flowers  be  either  difpofed  along 
the  Borders  that  edge  the  Embroidery,  or  planted 
either  in  Compartments  or  Cut-Work,  or  if  it  be 
thought  fufficient  to  place  them  under  the  Windows, 
in  long  and  feparate  Beds,  and  without  forming  them 
jnto  a  Species  of  Parterre,  the  Earth  fliould  always 
be  raifed  toward  the  middle,  and  carried  down  in  a 


double  Slope.  This  Difpofition  gives  a  Flow  to 
the  Water,  which  would  otherwife  rot  the  Stems  of 
the  Plants  by  continuing  too  long  on  a  level  Sur¬ 
face.  This  Eminence  likewife  difengages  all  the 
Flowers,  and  enables  them  to  rife  one  above  ano¬ 
ther,  like  the  Ranks  of  an  Amphitheatre. 

Chevalier.  The  Prior  has  ftill  another  Method  ; 

for  befide  the  Flowers  of  his  Par- 
Flowers^^^^  terre  he  has  a  Number  which  he 
difpofes  apart  on  feveral  Stages  where 
they  are  more  vifible. 
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Count.  Thofe  who  are  curious,  and  efpeciaily 
the  profefTed  Florifts,  have  Recourfe  to  this  Expe¬ 
dient,  which  gives  them  a  more  commodious  View 
of  their  Plantation,  and  enables  them  to  cultivate 
fome  favourite  Flowers  with  the  greater  Freedom. 
This  Dirpofition  is  called  a  Theatre  of  Flowers, 
and  confifts  of  feveral  Ranks,  or  Steps  of  Wood, 
afcending  one  behind  another,  by  which  Means  the 
Eye,  as  well  as  the  Hand,  may  be  extended  to  all 
Parts  without  any  Impediment.  This  particular 
Strudlure  is  ufually  referved  for  Auriculas  and 
Carnations  ;  and  as  thefe  Flowers  require  more  Shel¬ 
ter  from  a  hot  Sun-lhine  and  Rains  than  others, 
the  Theatre  is  always  accompanied  with  a  little 
Roof  of  Wood  or  waxed  Cloth,  and  is  likewife 
placed  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Wall,  to  give 
the  Air  a  free  Circulation  around  it  :  And  in  order 
to  exclude  Earwigs,  Snails,  and  other  Vermin,  the 
Feet  of  the  Stage,  that  fupports  the  Theatre,  are 
placed  in  leaden  Vafes,  which  mult  always  be  full 
of  Water  ;  This  Precaution  will  fecure  the  Flowers 
from  thofe  noxious  Infe6ls  who  will  immediately 
retire  from  the  Vafes,  rather  than  fwim  through 
the  Water,  to  make  their  Depredations  on  your 
Flowers. 

Chevalier.  Some  curious  Perfons  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  have  another  kind  of  Theatre, 
which  they  call  a  Pyramid  of  Flowers.  A  Pyramid 
When  thofe  which  are  moft  beautiful  of  Flowers, 
have  adorned  the  Parterre  for  fome 
Time,  they  cut  them  toward  the  Bottom  of  their 
Stems,  and  then  place  them  in  Vials  on  the  Steps  of 
a  Pyramid  raifed  for  that  Purpofe  in  the  Middle  of 
their  Halls,  where  they  preferve  them  a  confiderablc 
I  ime  by  the  Aid  of  Water  and  Shade. 

Count.  This  Invention  may  affemble  in  one 
View  all  the  various  Beauties  that  were  fcattered 
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t’lrough  the  Parterre,  and  regale  us  with  a  new 
Scene  of  their  Perfedions. 

It  is  likewife  ufual  to  provide  Vafes 
or  Pots  made  of  Earth,  Brafs,  Lead, 
cr  any  other  Siibftancc,  in  order  to  beftow  new 
Ornainents  of  Flowers  on  the  Parterres  themfelves, 
as  well  as  on  low  Walls,  Terraiïès  and  Balconies, 
Thefe  Vafes  unfold  their  Flowers  with  an  advan- 
taeteous  and  noble  Air,  and  facilitate  their  Cultiva- 
rion,  by  enabling  us  to  place  them  either  in  Shade 
or  Sun-fhine,  as  may  be  moft  proper  and  beft  fuited 
to  the  Seafon. 

Chevalier.  Is  there  not  fome  other  Advantage  to 
be  gained  from  the  Pots,  which  are  capable  of  being 
removed  where  we  pleafe  ? 

Count.  What  may  that  be  ? 

Chevalier,  We  might  placée  the  Flowers  as  near 
to  each  other  as  we  fiiould  tfiink  fit,  in  order  to  di- 
verfify  the  Colours  of  thofe  which  are  to  fpringfrom 
their  Seeds,  and  poffibly  to  preferve  the  moft  ami¬ 
able  of  the  Tribe  from  any  Intermixture  or  Vari^ 
iuion  from  Year  to  Year  by  difpofing  them  apart 
from  others. 

Count.  In  what  manner  do  you  conceive  that  one 
Flower  makes  any  Difcovery  or  not  of  its  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  another  ^ 

Chev,  An  Engliflo  Gentleman  happened  yefterday 
to  pais  this  Way,  and  having  heard 
fome  Account  ofyourLordfhip’s  Flow¬ 
ers,  expreffed  an  Inclination  to  fee  them. 
The  Prior  and  my  felf  were  much  de¬ 
lighted  while  we  entertained  him  ;  and 
he  allured  us,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
Powders,  vTich  fall  from  thetopsofthe 
Chives,  are  frequently  wafted  to  fome 
Diftance  by  the  Motion  of  the  Air,  and  that  by 
their  Adlion  on  the  Piftil  or  Style  of  another  Flow¬ 
er  of  the  fame  Species  but  of  ^  differeut  Colour, 
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they  impregnate  feme  of  its  Seeds,  and  difrufe  a 
newTindure  into  the  Colours  of  the  Flower,  which 
fprings  from  that  Seed. 

Count,  This  Obfervation  may  in  my  Opinion 
be  juftified  by  many  furprifing  Varieties  that  are 
difeovered  every  Year  in  the  Flowers  raifed  from 
the  Seed  of  thofe  which  are  ranged  together  on  a 
Theatre,  or  reared  in  the  fame  Bed. 

Chevalier,  Our  En^lijb  Gentleman  acquainted  us 
with  another  Particular,  which  may  pofTibly  be 
very  ufeful  were  the  Experiment  certain.  Fie 
afîlired  us,  that  when  he  had  cut  the  Chives  of  lève¬ 
rai  Flowers  before  their  firfb  opening,  he  placed 
thofe  Flowers  at  a  Diftance  from  the  reft,  and  had 
never  obferved  them  to  produce  any  Seed,  but 
added,  that  when  he  had  cut  the  Chives  of  fome 
others,  and  left  them  in  the  common  Bed  with  their 
Companions,  he  found  them  all  impregnated  with 
Seeds  which  undoubtedly  were  imparted  by  the 
neighbouring  Flowers.  Fie  likewife  obferved, 
that  after  he  had  cut  the  Chives  of  a  Flower 
when  it  was  firft  unfolded,  he  fcattered  on  the  Heart 
or  Style  the  Powder  of  another  Flower  of  the  fame 
Species  that  was  fully  blown,  and  which  created  a 
remarkable  Change  in  the  Flower  he  had  deprived 
of  its  Seed.  But  he  furprifed  us  extremely  when 
he  added,  that  the  fame  Expegment  made  on  Flow¬ 
ers,  which  entirely  differ’d  from  each  other  in  their 
Nature  and  Qualities,  produced  Seeds;  and  that 
the  Flowers  which  foruna  from  them  were  com- 
pofed  of  thofe  different  Qualities:  But  he  affured  us, 
that  thefe  new  Flowers,  which  had  no  Similitude  to 
any  others  he  had  ever  fèen  before,  were  unpro- 
du(ftive  of  any  Seed  the  next  Year,  and  not  per¬ 
petuated  like  the  reft. 

Count,  Were  this  Fa61:  certain,  it  would  have 
iome  Correfpondence  with  the  Birth  and  Sterility 
of  Mules,  who  may  be  confidered  by  us  as  Mon- 
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fters,  becaufe  they  are  the  Offspring  of  Animals  who 
not  only  differ  in  Species,  but  likewife  in  Nature. 
But  repeated  Experiments  muft  inform  us  of  the  Con- 
fequences  and  Pradlice  that  may  be  derived  from  a 
clear  Knowledge  of  the  Struélure  of  Flowers. 

Chevalier.  I  intend  to  make  all  thefe  Experiments 
with  as  much  Circumfpedlion  as  poffible. 

Count.  I  am  pleafed  with  your  Curiofity  :  Be  fur e 
to  cut  a  Number  of  Ghives,  and  inform  yourfelf  by 
all  the  Trials  you  can  invent*,  neither  your  Time 
nor  your  Money  will  fuftain  any  Rifle  by  this 
Proceeding.  I  think  I  have  fome  Experience  in 
the  Management  of  Gardens,  but  fhall  be  charmed 
to  receive  any  Information  from  you.  And  though 
I  am  far  from  refigning  my  Judgment  to  the  firfl: 
plaufible  Idea  prefented  to  me  by  other  Perfons,  yet 
I  think  it  a  criminal  Prefumption  to  be  fo  tena¬ 
cious  of  one’s  firfl:  Knowledge  as  to  diflike  any 
Mention  of  new  Difeoveries.  We  are  ftill  in 
the  Infancy  of  Arts. 

Chevalier.  My  Englijh  Obferver  has  excited  my 
Curiofity  ;  but  at  prefent  I  am  moft  attentive  to 
the  common  Method  of  raifing  Flowers. 

Count.  They  require  Attentions  of  two  kinds  ; 

the  one  is  common  to  all,  and  the 
The  Prépara-  other  '  peculiar  to  each  Species.  The 
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Eanhs,  which  we  will  at  prelent  conlider 

are  the^  Preparation  of  the  Soil,  the 
Manner  of  multiplying  Flowers  by  the  Seed,  and 
the  Nurture  of  the  Plant. 

Our  firfl  Care  is  to  provide  early  in  the  Seafon 
a  Quantity  of  pliant  and  vigorous  Earth  which  we 
incorporate  with  that  which  is  light  and  fandy,  and 
imiprove  it  with  an  Intermixture  of  Mould  which 
is  only  Compoft:  entirely  rotten,  to  which  it  may 
be  very  advantageous  to  add  a  Proportion  of  Afhes. 
Thefe  Earths  fhould  be  paft  in  equal  Portions  either 
through  a  Hurdle,  or  an  iron  Sieve,  or  we  may 

let 
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let  the  rich  Earth  predominate  in  one  Heap,  and  the 
thin  Soil,  or  likewife  the  Mould,  in  the  other  Par¬ 
cels.  It  will  be  proper  to  let  thefe  Earths  lye  uncul¬ 
tivated  for  the  fpace  of  one  Winter  at  lead,  that 
they  may  be  entirely  blended  together  -,  but  there 
are  feveral  Florifts  wlio  fuffcr  them  to  continue  two 
Years,  or  even  a  longer  Time,  in  this  Manner. 
You  are  fenfible  that  all  Flowers  fpring  either 
from  Plants  that  have  Roots,  or  from  thofe  that 
are  bulbous,  which  are  fuch  as  are  produced  from 
a  Body  like  an  Onion.  The  rich  Earth  is  ufually 
appropriated  to  the  Roots,  and  that  which  is  thin 
to  the  Bulbs. 

But  it  is  not  fufficient  to  have  made  the  hrft  Com- 
pofition  of  thefe  Ingredients  -,  for  as  Plants  are 
continually  attradling  the  Juices  of  the  Earth,  thefe 
would  foon  be  exhaufted,  were  not  that  frequently 
recruited  with  the  proper  Mixtures,  and  applied 
from  Tinie  to  Time  to  the  Plants.  Care  Ihould 
likewife  be  taken  not  to  open  the  Mould  too  much 
when  the  Plant  has  a  Root  -,  but  if  it  fprings  from 
a  Bulb  it  will  be  neceffary  to  raife  it  entirely  out  of 
the  Earth  once  in  three  Years  at  lead. 

The  fécond  Method,  which  is  com¬ 
mon  to  all,  or  the  Generality  ofFlowers,  NeceiTi- 
is  to  multiply  them  by  Seed  ;  tho’  this 
Effedl  may  be  obtained  by  other  Means. 

Seeds  are  infallible  Expedients  for  a  plentiful  Produc¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  for  Variety  and  repeated  Novelties. 

When  Gardening  began  to  be  greatly  improved 
in  the  lad  Reign,  which  revived  a  general  Elegan¬ 
cy  of  Tade,  we  were  fupplied  from  Flanders  and 
Holland  with  thofe  Flowers  that  were  mod  amiable 
and  uncommon.  Several  curious  Perfons  in  the 
Low-Countries  frequently  difcovered  new  Species  in 
every  Clafs  of  Flowers  by  their  Pradlice  of  lowing  ; 
and  indeed  they  were  the  only  People  by  whom 
this  Praftice  was  obferved  ,  poffibly  becaufe  we 

were 
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were  not  difpofed  to  purfue  that  Method,  or  could 
not  eafily  accommodate  our  natural  Impatience  to 
the  flow  and  diflant  Events  of  Experiments.  How¬ 
ever  we  at  lafl:  grew  diflatisfied  with  purchafing 
at  a  great  Expence,  from  Foreigners,  thofe  Beau¬ 
ties  and  diverflfied  Novelties  which  our  own  Soil 
was  capable  of  producing.  The  Florifts  of  Paris^ 
and  fome  Provinces,  efpecially  Normandy^  and 
Caen  in  particular,  began  to  imitate  the  Flemings 
in  their  Manner  of  fowing,  and  even  in  larger 
Qiiantities  -,  which  in  Conjundtion  with  the  benign 
temper  of  our  Climate  furnifhed  us  with  Riches 
much  fuperior  to  thofe  we  received  from  the  Ne~ 
iherlands.  We  no  longer  needed  the  Afliftance  of 
Foreigners,  and  they  frequently  made  their  Court 
to  us. 

The  Seeds  of  Flowers  fliould  be  ga- 
^  thered  and  kept  dry.  When  the  Stems 

that  fupport  them  begin  to  aflume  a  yellow  Flue, 
or  when  the  Seeds  may  be  judged  to  be  fufficiently 
ripe,  it  is  ufual  to  cut  the  Tops  of  the  Stems,  and 
to  leave  the  Seeds  in  the  natural  Coats  that  enclofe 
them.  They  are  expofed  for  feveral  Days  in  a 
warm  Sunfhine,  which  hardens  the  Skin  that  en¬ 
folds  the  Seeds,  and  contributes  to  their  better  Pre¬ 
fer  vat  ion. 

The  Seeds  are  fown  either  at  the  be- 

The  proper 
Seafon  for 
Sowing. 

felves  during  the  dry  Seafon  of  Sum¬ 
mer,  or  they  are  fown  in  Augufl  and  September^ 
that  they  may  have  fufficient  Time  to  be  fortified 
againfl:  the  Froft.  But  as  each  Seed  has  its  peculiar 
Seafons  wherein  it  proves  mofl:  fuccefsful,  if  you 
fhould  happen  to  be  uncertain  of  the  proper  Time, 
or  have  Foreign  Seeds  to  fet,  and  with  whofe  Cul¬ 
tivation  you  are  unacquainted,  it  will  be  proper  to 
diftribute  them  into  three  Parcels,  the  firfl  of 

'  which 


ginning  of  Spring,  that  the  Plants  may 
be  rendred  capable  of  fuftaining  them- 
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which  you  may  fow  in  Spring,  the  fécond  in  Sum¬ 
mer,  and  the  third  in  Autumn  ;  by  which  Means 
you  may  be  certain  to  enjoy  the  Pro^udion  you 
defire. 

The  Seed  may  be  planted  either  in  a  Bed  when 
the  Compoft  has  loft  its  Heat,  or  in  larger  Plots  of 
Earth  difpofed  into  Trads,  feparated  from  each 
other  by  a  Breadth  of  four  or  five  Fingers,  or  in 
flat  and  portable  Boxes,  in  whofe  Bottoms  feveral 
Apertures  fhould  be  made  with  an  Augre  ;  and 
thefe  are  to  be  covered  with  an  Inch  Depth  of  Pit- 
Coal,  or  any  other  porous  Subftance. 

Chevalier.  This  Preparation  is  apparently  intended 
to  facilitate  the  Efflux  of  the  Water. 

Count.  It  would  chill  the  whole  Mafs  were  it  to 
remain  there  too  long. 

Chevalier.  To  what  particular  Seeds  are  thofe 
portable  Boxes  appropriated  P 

Count.  To  thofe  whofe  Culture  is  delicate,  or  to 
fuch  as  are  moft  in  our  Eftimation.  Thefe  little  Boxes 
are  commodious  Cradles  for  the  vegetable  dufancy, 
which  by  this  Expedient  may  be  difpofed  either  in 
Sunfhine  or  Shade,  and  may  be  vifited  by  the 
Dew,  or  covered  from  it,  as  Occafion  requires. 

The  Earth  of  thefe  Boxes  cannot  be  too  loofe  and 
penetrable,  for  as  the  Flowers  and  their  Roots  require 
a  light  Soil,  it  muft  be  evident,  that  a  hard  and 
compati  Earth  would  be  very  pernicious  to  the 
delicate  Fibres  that  fhoot  from  the  Seed. 

The  Seeds  are  fowai  almoft  even  with  the  Rim  of 
the  Box,  and  are  covered  with  half  a  Finger’s  Depth 
of  Earth  fhook  through  a  Sieve.  A  thin  Surface  of 
Straw  will  likewife  be  neceflfary  to  prevent  the  Seeds 
from  being  carried  away  by  the  Water,  and  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  them  from  the  immoderate  Heats,  which 
would  otherwife  rot  or  fcorch  them,  as  well  as 
difflpate  the  Juices  by  wfflich  they  are  nourifiied. 


Chevalier. 
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Chevalier,  But  what  Advantages  can  be  derived 
from  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Flowers  as  fpring  frorû 
Seeds  ?  Their  Number  feems  a  little  perplexing. 

Count,  The  very  Circumftance  of  their  being  fo 
numerous  enables  us  to  feled:  the  fineft  of  each 
Clafs  in  Quantities  fufficient  for  our  Purpofe  ;  and 
when  we  have  replanted  thofe  Species  which  are 
moft  vigorous  and  in  the  grcateft  Efteem,  we  may 
tend  them  agreeably  to  their  particular  Conftitu- 
tions,  or  the  Exigence  of  the  Seafons.  In  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  Delicacy  we  cover  them  more  or  lefs 
in  the  Winter  with  Mats  fupported  by  wooden 
Forks  or  Hoops,  or  elfe  with  common  Straw  or 
dry  Compoft.  The  Refrefhments  we  afford  them 
muft  correfpond  with  the  Drinefs  of  the  Seafon  -, 
and  we  fhould  never  water  them  with  a  Veffel  that 
has  only  one  Spout,  which  will  be  injurious  to  the 
Plant,  as  the  Stream  flows  with  more  Violence 
than  when  it  paflTes  through  the  Ball  of  a  Watering- 
Pot  that  is  perforated  with  feveral  Holes,  which 
diflribute  the  Water  into  a  Variety  of  little  Streams, 
and  render  it  a  gentle  Dew,  whofe  Humidity  at 
once  refrefhes  the  Plant,  and  all  the  adjacent  Earth. 
We  fhould  likewife  be  careful  to  vifit  the  young 
Plants  from  Time  to  Time,  in  order  to  free  them 
as  well  from  Snails  and  other  Vermin  that  gnaw 
them,  as  alfo  from  rotten  or  diflempered  Leaves, 
which  are  apt  to  communicate  their  Infection  to  the 
Heart. 

When  it  becomes  proper  to  place  them  in  Pots, 
the  opening  at  the  bottom  of  thofe  Veflels  fhould 
be  covered  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  Water  may 
have  a  free  Paflage  at  the  fame  Time  that  all 
Worms  are  excluded.  In  the  Seafons  of  great  Rains, 
Hail  or  Storms,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  lay  the  Pots 
with  their  Sides  to  the  Earth,  and  their  Bottoms 
turned  to  the  Wind. 
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Chevalier,  This  Precaution  will  fecure  the  ten¬ 
der  Plants  from  many  Injuries  :  But  I  generally  fee 
the  Pots  funk  into  the  Earth  ;  fo  that  it  fhould  feem 
needlefs  to  tranfplant  the  Seed  into  thofe  Vefiels. 

Count,  They  are  fometimes  funk  in  a  Bed,  that 
they  may  be  cherifhed  with  a  proper  Warmth  ;  it 
is  likewife  cuftomary  to  plunge  them  in  the  common 
Earth,  that  they  may  imbibe  a  certain  Spirit  which 
fteams  from  the  Ground  and  is  6nely  accommo¬ 
dated  to  Vegetation.  They  are  afterward  re¬ 
moved  into  the  Shade  ;  by  which  Expedient  we 
are  enabled  to  manage  the  Plants  as  w^e  pleafe, 
and  may  eafily  afford  each  Individual  the  Affiftance 
it  requires. 

As  to  any  other  Attentions  that  may  be  neceffiry 
in  the  Culture  of  Flowers,  7011  may  inform  your- 
felf  in  this  Place  of  all  you  defire  to  know.  The 
Countefs  is  extremely  fond  of  thefe  beautiful  Pro¬ 
ductions,  and  I  muft  not  deprive  her  of  the  Plea- 
fure  of  entertaining  you  on  that  SubjeCt. 
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^he Countess.  ?2^Prior. TI&^’Chevalier* 

H  E  Chevalier  has  chofen 
the  Spring  and  our  part  of 
the  Country  for  his  Study 
of  Nature  -,  we  muft  each 
of  us  therefore  endeavour  to 
contribute  to  his  In{lru6tion. 
My  Province  is  the  Care  of  Flowers,  and  I  would 
willingly  enjoy  them  through  all  the  Seafons  of 
the  Year,  in  the  Parterre  as  well  as  in  my  Apart¬ 
ments  and  all  my  Deferts  *,  and  I  muft  confefs, 
that  fince  I  amufed  myfelf  with  their  Cultivation, 
my  Houfe  appears  much  more  agreeable  than  it  did 
before,  I  am  fenfible,  by  Experience,  that  gloomy 

Difpofitions 


0/ FLOWERS.  47 

Dirpofitions  and  undelightful  Ideas  are  brighten’d 
into  Gaiety  and  Joy  by  the  Prefence  of  Flowers. 
The  Sight  and  Fragrance  of  one  Jonquil  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  difTipate  a  melancholy  Caft  of  Mind  *,  and 
it  is  hardly  polTible  to  affume  an  Air  of  DiiTatisfac- 
tion  near  a  Clufter  of  Jefiemin  and  Rofes.  Sad- 
nefs  itfelf  difappears  at  the  View  of  fuch  Objects  as 
thefe.  1  have  diftribuced  Flowers  into  every  part 
of  this  Retreat,  and  have  an  infinite  Pleafure  in 
cultivating  the  moft  amiable  of  each' Kind.  This, 
Sir,  is  my  Philofophy  -,  and  though  its  Afpe6l  may 
be  fomethmg  ruftic,  it  never  fails  to  amufe  me, 
and  you  are  fenfible  it  is  not  altogether  infignifi- 
cant.  I  will  acquaint  you,  if  you  pleafe,  with  three 
or  four  of  its  Articles,  fuch  as  the  Auricula,  the 
Anemone,  the  Ranunculus,  and  the  Carnation.  The 
Prior  will  inftru61:  us  in  the  Cultivation  of  Tulips  -, 
but  can  you  prevail  upon  yourfelf,  Sir,  to  be  con¬ 
tented  with  this  Entertainment  ? 

Chevalier.  Contented,  Madam?  1  really  think 
it  the  moft  charming  Philofophy  in  the  World, 
and  none  can  ever  complain  that  it  leads  them  into 
thorny  Paths. 

Prior.  The  moft  painful  Philofophy  would  never 
difpleafe  me,  if  its  Effeds  were  always  as  valuable 
as  a  Tingle  Tulip. 

Countefs.  Let  us  begin  with  Auricu¬ 
las.  We  have  here  fome  of  the  Plants 
which  produce  thofe  Flowers,  and  their 
View  will  enable  us  to  underftand  them. 

This  Flower  has  feveral  Qualities  which  entitle  it  to 
our  Efteem.  We  admire  the  Vivacity  of  its  Co¬ 
lours,  the  Agreeablenefs  of  its  Perfume,  the  Va¬ 
riety  of  its  Kinds,  and  the  Duration  of  its  Clufters. 
And  though  thefineft  of  the  Species  difappear  before 
the  clofe  of  Spring,  here  are  fome  that  (till  preferve 
an  engaging  Afped,  and  there  are  others  which 
even  continue  to  the  Summer  Seafon.  The  Prior, 
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a  few  Days  ago  acquainted  us  with  the  Hiftory  of 
this  Flower  -,  but  the  Country  whence  it  originally 
came  has  efcaped  my  Memory.  . 

Prior,  The  Auricula  is  a  Native  of 
Alps^  though  feveral  Perfons  believe 
it  to  be  a  Produ6l  of  France^  and  affure 
us  they  have  difcovered  great  Numbers 
of  its  Plants  in  our  Meadows.  They  add^  that  fome 
Flemijh  Merchants,  delighted  with  the  Luftre  and 
Fragrance  of  thefe  fpontaneous  Flowers  which  they 
obferved  in  their  Travels,  tranfplanted  feveral  of 
them  to  Lijle  in  Flanders^  and  were  very  careful  of 
all  thofe  Produdlions  that  were  moft  beautiful.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  be  imagined  how  much  this  wild  and 
negleded  Flower  was  diverfified  and  rendered  per- 
fed  bv  a  due  Cultivation. 

Countefs.  It  returned  from  Lijle  to  its  native 
Land  in  all  the  Charms  of  Novelty,  and  we  af¬ 
forded  it  a  favourable  Reception,  not  only  as  it  had 
the  Air  of  a  Foreigner,  but  becaufe  it  was  amiable 
in  the  utmoft  Perfedion. 

Chevalier.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  Quali¬ 
ties  are  neceflary  to  render  it  complete. 

Countefs.  .We  think  it  moft  agreeable 
when  it  enjoys  a  ftrong  and  fubftantial 
Stem,  and  when  the  Number  of  its 
Bells  which  rife  on  that  Stem  are  large 
and  difiufed  into  a  graceful  Clufter,  without  inclin¬ 
ing  too  much  to  the  Earth. 

Prior.  It  appears  in  that  defedive  Pofition,  as 
you  may  obferve  in  this  Plant  before  us,  when  the 
Pedicles,  which  are  the  little  F'ootftalks  that  fuftain 
the  flowery  Bells,  are  either  too  long  or  too  flender. 

Countefs.  The  Flowers  Ihould  likewife  be  large, 
well  tiflued,  and  regular  in  their  Forms.  The 
Leaves  of  each  fhould  be  very  fmooth,  and 
their  Colours  of  a  lively  Glow.  The  Chives 
fhould  not  fhrink  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Vafe,  but 
•2  ought 
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ought  to  be  difpofed  around  its  Opening,  in  the 
Form  of  a  little  Sun.  They  are  very  defedlive, 
when  the  Piïtii  Becomes  vifible  and  the  Chives  are 
'conceal’d.  The  Eye,  which  adorns  the  Bottorli  of 
each  Flower-Cup,  fhould  be  exadlly  rounded,  un- 
lefs  it  happens  to  be  wrought  into  a  perfedl  Star, 
which  is  not  difagreeable  -,  but  it  ought  in  parti¬ 
cular  to  be  large  and  white,  or  at  kafi:  as  clear  as 
pofiible. 

Chevalier.  Are  not  thefe  a  Set  6f  Modes  that  are 
variable  Perhaps  the  Flower  may  hereafter  be 
thought  more  agreeable  were  the  Piftil  to  appear  in- 
ftead  of  the  Chives,  and  it  may  pofTibly  be  ekeern’d 
'more  pleafing,  in  Proportion  to  the  Smallnefs  of  the 
Eye,  and  the  Moderation  of  its  unfolding  Colours* 

Countefs.  That  Sufpicion  has  but  little  Proba¬ 
bility.  The  Chives  fhould  rife  from  the  Bottoril 
to  prevent  the  Appearance  of  a  vacant  Space,  that 
will  always  disfigure  the  Flow^er  :  The  E^ye  fhould 
likewife  be  large  and  clear  to  give  a  Luftre  to  the 
prevailing  Colour. 

Chevalier.  Are  not  the  Stripes  ^prefer/’d  to  fuch 
Colours  as  are  not  varied  with  any  Intermixture  ? 

Countefs.  They  were,  formerly,  in  much  greater 
Efteem  than  they  are  at  prefent  ;  but  they  are 
found  by  Experience  to  be  leaft  durable.  The 
Stripe  frequently  drinks  up  all  the  Colôur,  by 
enlarging  its  Dimenfions  from  Year  to  Year.  The 
unblended  Colours  are  more  valued  when  they  are 
flrong  and  radiant.  Thofe,  that  imitate  the  Glofs 
of  Satin  Velvet,  have  the  firft  Rank  allotted 
them  by  the  Curious.  A  kw  Irregularities  of 
Growth  give  them  an  agreeable  Variety  ;  you  may 
obferve  fome,  whole  Cups  rife  one  above  another 
in  two  or  three  Stages  ;  but  this  is  rather  an  imper¬ 
fect  Arrangement  than  any  real  Beauty, 

Chevalier,  Do  not  the  Auriculas  require  a  pecu¬ 
liar  Soil  and  Cultivation  ? 

VoL.  IL  E 
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Prior.  It  is  certainly  a  voracious  Plant,  and  muft 
be  rear’d  in  a  (Irong  Earth,  intermix’d  with  Cow- 
Dung  to  render  it  foft  and  oily  ;  this  Earth  Ihould 
likev/ife  have  a  Proportion  of  Horfe-Dung,  or  Sand, 
to  make  it  light  and  pliant.  The  Flower  loves  a 
frefhnefs  of  Air,  and  cannot  long  fubfift  in  the  Sun- 
fhine,  efpecially  at  Noon,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  Win- 
ter-Seafon. 

Befide  the  Method  of  raifing  it  from  Seed,  it 
may  be  multiplied  by  Offsets,  or  in  other  Words, 
v/e  may  feparate  and  tranfplant  the  little  Shoots  that 
fpring  from  the  principal  Stem.  Its  Root,  which 
is  a  Kind  of  Turnip,  may  be  fafely  cut,  when  we 
cannot  otherwife  dileno;a»e  from  it  the  little  Fibres 

O  O 

or  Roots  that  are  neceffary  to  each  Offset.  When 
we  have  Recourfe  to  this  Operation,  great  Care 
muff  be  taken  of  the  Buds  in  the  main  Stem,  which 
are  the  Hopes  of  the.  fucceeding  Years  ;  and  when 
we  tranfplant  this  Stem,  with  its  Shoots,  the  Fibre, 
which  conneds  the  Root  with  the  Stem,  muff  be  al¬ 
ways  raifed  above  the  Earth. 

Countefs.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  A- 
nemones  j  for  tho’  their  Seafon  be  far 
advanced,  we  have  feveral  of  thefe 
Flowers  that  are  ffill  very  amiable.  They  are  fatisfied 
with  a  light  and  fandy  Soil,  enrich’d  with  a  Mix¬ 
ture  of  Compoff  :  I  don’t  find  that  our  People  af¬ 
ford  them  any  other  Preparations  -,  and  if  they  are 
but  fhelter’d  from  immoderate  Heats  and  Colds, 
they  generally  thrive  in  a  very  agreeable  Manner. 

Chevalier.  It  is  really  an  inchanting  FJ^ijwer,  but 
I  could  be  gkid  to  know  why  it  charms  me  to  fuch 
a  Degree  ? 

Countefs.  Its  Beauty  refuks  from  the  juft  Sym¬ 
metry  of  all  the  Parts  that  compofe  it. 
The  greea  Leaves  that  furround  it  with¬ 
out  fhould  be  low,  thick  fet,  and  fine¬ 
ly  cut  j  the  Stem  ought  to  be  ftrong, 

in 
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in  order  to  fuftain  the  Flower  without  bending  un¬ 
der  the  Weight,  the  Head  muft  be  elegantly 
rounded,  and  the  Colours  bold  and  radiant.  All 
faint  Hues,  in  general,  are  rejedled.  The  large 
Leaves  that  infold  the  outward  Surface  of  the 
Flov/er,  and  are  call’d  the  Robe,  fhould  neither 
be  ftraight  nor  pointed,  but  round  and  fpreading. 
The  Tufts  of  fmall  Leaves,  that  cover  all  the  Flow¬ 
er  within,  ought  to  be  form’d  into  a  Dome,  by 
gently  bending  toward  the  Heart.  The  larger 
thefe  Leaves  appear,  the  more  graceful  they  ren¬ 
der  the  Flower  -,  but  when  they  happen  to  be  fharp 
and  narrow  the  Anemone  is  difregarded,  and  de¬ 
generates  into  a  Thiftle.  The  flender  Band  at  the 
Heart  ought  to  differ  in  its  Tinfture  from  thefe 
l^eaves,  and  fhould  appear  but  little,  or  rather  not 
at  all,  left:  it  occafton  a  Swelling,  and  it  muft 
never  rife  higher  than  the  leafy  Turf.  When  any 
fuch  Swelling  is  created,  and  if,  by  unfolding  itfèlf, 
it  difclofes  either  the  Seeds  or  the  Tops  that  cover 
them,  the  Anemone  is  deftroy’d  :  for  it  then  begins 
to  diveft  itfelf,  from  Year  to  Year,  of  its  inward 
Leaves  -,  to  whofe  Number  and  Subftantialnefs  it 
owes  its  chief  Beauty. 

It  is  not  fufficient  to  be  acquainted  with  fine  Ane¬ 
mones  ;  but  it  likewife  requires  Judgment  to  form 
a  beautiful  Bed  of  thefe  Flowers  ;  in  which  Parti¬ 
cular  two  Precautions  are  neceffary.  In  the  firfl: 
Place,  we  muft  give  them  a  proper  Intermixture, 
by  difpofing  the  Flame-Colours  after  the  Carna- 
!  tion  -,  the  white,  the  Violet-Hues,  and  the  Bizarrs 
fhould  next  appear,  and  be  fucceeded  by  the  brown, 
the  ftriped  and  clouded  Dyes.  We  fhould  likewife 
be  careful  to  cut  off  all  the  weak  Stalks  that  appear 
on  each  Plant  :  by  which  Means,  a  copious  Nou- 
rifhment  will  be  imparted  to  the  reft,  and  a  thriving 
Vigour  be  diffufed  through  the  Whole. 
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Prior.  When  the  green  Leaves  that  encompafs 
the  Flower  begin  to  wither,  the  Roots  fliould  year¬ 
ly  be  raifed  out  of  the  Earth,  and  replanted  in  Au¬ 
tumn  or  February  -,  but  left  any  Accident  Ihould 
fcorch  and  deftroy  what  was  planted  before  the 
W inter- Seafon,  it  is  ufual  to  preferve  in  fome  dry 
Place  a  large  Number  of  thefe  Roots,  which  never 
fhoot  in  the  Repofitory,  like  Onions,  and  are  even 
good  when  they  have  been  kept  two  or  three  Years. 
Thefe,  in  the  Spring,  may  fupply  the  Place  of  thofe 
whofe  Bloom  is  over. 

Chevalier.  I  fhall  not  forget  this  Precaution  :  But 
you  fpeak  of  Anemones,  Sir,  as  if  they  only  ap¬ 
pear’d  in  the  Spring,  and  yet  I  have  frequently  feen 
them  in  Autumn. 

Countefs.  One  may  eafily  fecure  an  agreeable  Suc- 
ceffion  of  thefè  Flowers,  through  all  the  Seafons  of 
the  Year.  If  we  plant  them  in  the  different  Months 
of  Spring,  we  fhall  always  have  new  ones  from  the 
latter  End  of  June  to  the  End  of  Summer  *,  and 
thofe  we  plant  in  July  and  Âugujî^  will  continue  to 
cmbellifh  the  Clofe  of  Autumn,  and  the  very  Heart 
of  Winter.  This  is  a  Pleafure  too  eafily  attainable 
to  be  negleded. 

Chevalier.  Is  it  certain  from  whence  we  received 
the  Anemone  ? 

Prior.  It  has  been  conftantly  known  among  us, 
and  is  mention’d  in  all  our  old  natural  Hiftories. 

Countefs.  The  fineft  Anemones  are  not  fo  ancient  ; 

and  I  have  been  told,  that  Monfieur 
Bachelier^  a  famous  Florift  of  Paris 
caufed  them  to  be  brought  to  us,  from 
the  Eaft- Indies^  about  fourfeore  Years 
ago.  There  are  fome  People,  who, 
when  they  acquire  any  agreeable  Curio- 
fity,  have  a  Pleafure  in  communicating 
it  to  the  Publick,  as  much  as  poffible  :  This  is  an 
Inftance  of  the  nobleft  Difpofition,  and  the  Che¬ 
valier 
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vaîier  will,  undoubtedly,  be  diftinguifh’d  by  it. 
But  there  are  others  who  poflefs  a  Flower,  or  a 
Fruit,  with  as  much  Avarice  as  fome  People  hoard 
up  Money  ;  which  they  can  never  beftow  on  others, 
without  thinking  it  loft  to  themfelves.  This  might 
poftibly  have  been  the  Charaâter  of  Monfieur  Ba- 
chelier^  for  he  lived  ten  Years  without  imparting  to 
any  Perfon  the  leaft  Fibre  of  the  double  Anemones, 
or  one  Seed  of  the  fingle  Flowers.  A  Counfellor  of 
the  Parliament,  who  was  difpleafed  to  fee  one  Man 
engrofs  a  Benefit  that  was  qualified  by  Nature  to  be 
common,  made  him  a  Vifit  at  his  Seat  *,  and  as  he 
paft  by  his  Anemones  that  were  then  in  Seed,  he 
artfully  let  his  Robe  fall  upon  the  Down  of  the 
Flowers,  and  it  fwept  oft'  feveral  of  the  little 
Grains  :  His  Servant,  Vv^ho  had  been  inftru6led  how 
to  a6t,  immediately  caught  up  the  Robe,  and  fold¬ 
ed  it  over  the  Seeds  that  were  faften’d  to  it.  The 
next  Year,  the  Counfellor  fhared  the  Produce  of 
his  innocent  Theft  among  his  Friends,  and  by  their 
Agency  imparted  it  to  all  Europe, 

Chevalier.  The  Anemones  fuftain  fome  Difad- 
vantage  from  that  Bed  of  Tulips. 

Count efs.  The  Form  of  the  Anemone  is  more  de¬ 
licate,  but  the  Tulip  eclipfes  it  by  the 
Luftre  of  its  Colours  ;  and  in  this  Far-  The  Tulip, 
ticular  it  may  juftly  be  call’d  the  Queen 
of  Flowers.  The  Prior  has  amufed  himfelf  with 
their  Cultivation,  and  is  better  acquainted  with  them 
than  my  felf. 

Chevalier,  Here  are  feveral  difpofed  into  Beds, 
apart  from  the  reft  :  Are  they  feparated  in  this 
Manner,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  beautiful  as  the 
others  ? 

Prior,  Thofe  Beds  are  the  Nurfery,  and  the 
Flowers  they  contain  are  call’d  the  Colours. 

E  g  Chevalier^ 
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Chevalier.  I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  that 
Term  ;  and  muft  intreat  you.  Sir,  to  favour  me 
with  its  Explanation. 

Prior.  It  is  this.  A  Tulip  may  be  multiplied 
Colours.  either  by  its  Seed,  or  elfe  by  its  Offsets. 
Tulips  raifed  The  Seed  produces  a  little  coated  Root 
from  Seed.  Onion,  which  muft  be  replanted 

at  the  End  of  two  Years,  but  it  never  blows  till  the 
Expiration  of  five  or  fix.  Its  Froduclion  feems,  at 
firft,  contemptible  and  indelicate  -,  for  it  is  only  a 
large  Flower  tinged  with  gray,  a  Violet  blue  or 
fome  other  faint  and  gloomy  Colour,  and  it  rifes 
on  a  monftrous  Stem  :  But  thefe  Colours  are  after¬ 
ward  improved  in  a  furprizing  Manner,  and  will 
gradually  unfold  a  fplendid  Variety.  The  Tulips 
that  fpring  from  the  Seed  are  call’d  the  Colours 
rill  they  are  finely  mark’d  with  fome  Stripe  of  a 
new  Tindlure.  Thofe  we  receive  from  Flanders  are 
diftinguifh’d  by  the  Name  of  Vv^ands,  on  account 
of  the  Strength  and  Loftinefs  of  their  Stem. 

When  they  have  been  difearth’d  and  replanted  for 
feveral  faccefiive  Years,  the  Tulips  produced  from 
Chances  begin  to  break  into  Stripes,  and  are 

then  call’d  Conquefts^  or  more  ufually 
Chances,  becaufethev  are  Beauties  on  whofe  Continu- 
anceweean  never  depend  with  any  Certainty.  A  Se¬ 
ries  of  Years,  a  Thinnefs  of  Soil,  and  repeated  Tran f- 
plantations  gradually  change  or  fully  the  predomi¬ 
nant  Colour.  The  Stripes,  therefore,  may  be  confi- 
der’d,  not  as  a  Diftemper,  but  rather  as  a  Kind  of 
Weaknefs  imparted  to  the  Plant,  in  Proportion  as 
the  Flow  of  Sap  is  more  or  lefs  delicate  :  And  this 
Effecf  correfponds  in  a  great  Meafure,  with  the 
white  and  gray  that  alter  the  natural  Colour  of  our 
Hair  at  the  approach  of  old  Age.  There  are  fome 
Heads  on  which  this  Change  has  no  unamiable  Ap¬ 
pearance,  and  it  is  frequently  attended  with  peculiar 
Graces.  .  The 
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The  fécond  Method  of  multiplying 
Tulips  is  by  Offsets,  which  are  little  CiFsets. 
coated  Roots,  that  fpring  from  the  large 
one,  and  fhould  yearly  be  feparated  from  it.  Thole 
Plants,  whofe  Roots  refemble  an  Onion,  are  com¬ 
monly  perpetuated  by  Offsets  of  this  Nature,  which 
may  be  confider’d  as  the  younger,  or  collateral 
Branches  of  the  parent  Root:  And  while  this  ex- 
haufts  its  Vigour  and  divefts  itfelfof  all  its  Juices 
for  the  Nourilhment  of  the  Flower,  the  Offset  that 
is  ftrongeft  and  moft  advanced  becomes  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Root  -,  and  when  we  raife  it  out  of  the  Earth, 
’tis  cuftomary  to  difengage  k  from  the  others,  which, 
when  they  are  afterward  replanted,  will  produce 
Flowers  the  fécond  or  third  Year. 

Counîefs,  I  think,  Sir,  you  enable  me  to  account 
for  an  Appearance  that  has  frequently  embarraffed 
me.  When  the  Root  of  a  Tulip  begins  to  fhoot, 
w^e  fee  the  Stem  rife  from  its  Heart  ;  but  when  we 
take  it  out  of  the  Earth  the  wither’d  Stem  appears 
on  the  Side  of  the  Root.  I  now  can  comprehend 
the  Caufe  of  this  Circumftance.  The  Root  that  has 
been  raifed  out  of  the  Ground  is  not  the  fame  that 
was  planted  in  Autumn. 

Prior,  The  Subftance  of  the  Autumn  Root  is 
exhaufted,  and  therefore  the  Stem,  which  origi¬ 
nally  fliot  from  the  Heart,  muff  appear  at  the  Side 
of  the  new  Root,  that  has  been  form’d  from  an  Off- 
fet.  de  la  ^intinye  has  confefs’d  in  his  Trea- 
tife  of  Inffrudions,  that  this  Removal  of  the  Stem 
from  its  firft  Situation  was  a  Myftery  that  exceeded 
his  Comprehenfion.  Your  Ladyfhip,  therefore,  is 
not  the  only  Perfon  to  whom  this  Appearance  has 
created  fome  Perplexity,  tho’  the  Fa(ff  be  capable 
of  a  very  natural  Explication. 

Chevalier.  Be  fo  good.  Sir,  as  to  inform  me, 
which  of  thefe  two  Methods  of  multiplying  Tulips 
i  you  think  the  bed  ? 

I  E  4  Priorè 
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Trior.  The  Tulips  that  fpring  from  Seed  are 
moft  adapted  to  afford  you  new  Produdlions,  but 
their  Multiplication  by  Offsets  is  attended  with 
two  confiderable  Advantages  ;  one  of  which  is,  that 
you  are  not  left  long  in  Expedlation,  the  other,  that 
you  are  always  fure  to  be  furnifli’d  with  Tulips 
pf  the  fame  Species  with  thofe  that  produced  them  ; 
and  if  you  are  but  careful  to  mark  the  Offsets,  and 
then  difpofe  them  in  a  Bed  with  the  fame  Regu¬ 
larity  as  you  have  placed  them  in  your  Regifter, 
you  may  intermix  them  in  a  fine  Tafte,  and  arç 
able  to  range  them  with  as  much  Propriety  as  if 
you  had  already  feen  the  Flowers. 

Chevalier.  What  may  be  the  Ufe  of  the  little 

moveable  Tent  which  I  have  frequently  obferved 

in  the  Gardens  of  the  Curious  ? 

« 

Çountejs.  It  is  placed  on  a  Bed  of  fine  Tulips, 
and  either  raifed  or  lower’d  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
may  be  moft  proper  to  fnelter  the  Flowers  frcm 
melted  Snows,  which  fullied  their  Luftre,  as  well  as 
from  great  Rains,  which  are  apt  to  crufh  them  ^ 
and  likewife  from  immoderate  Heats,  which  fhorten 
|heir  vegetable  Lives.  The  fame  Precaution  is  of¬ 
ten  ufeful  to  other  Flowers,  efpecially  the  double 
Hyacinth  and  the  Ranunculus. 

Chevalier.  Will  you  oblige  me  fo  far,  Sir,  as  to 
acquaint  me  with  the  Qualities  of  a  fine  Tulip  ? 

Prior,  The  green  Tin6lure  of  a  Tulip  was  once 

the  Subject  of  various  Rules,  but,  at 

The  ^ali-  prefent  its  Appearance  is  always  thought 
nes  01  a  hue  r  -  i 

Tulip.  pleating,  when  the  1  ulip  is  fine  in  other 

'  '  Particulars. 

Count efs.  This  is  the  fliorteft  Way  of  deciding  its 
Merit.' 

Prior.  The  Stem  is  a  Kind  of  Pillar  that  fupports 
a  Vafe,  and  to  which  it  ought  to  be  duly  propor¬ 
tion’d.  It  is  equally  difagreeable,  if  it  either  ex- 
ceeds  the  proper  Height,  or  has  not.  fufficiently 

2  .  attained 
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attained  it,  or  if  it  fwells  to  an  extreme  Degree,  or 
elfe  appears  too  (lender  ;  and  perhaps  that  Excefs  of 
Slendernefs  may  be  confider’d  as  its  greateft  Defeéb. 

A  large  Flower- Cup  is  always  more  agreeable 
than  one  of  a  moderate  Size  :  The  Tulip  is  not  al¬ 
low’d  the  leaft  Merit  when  it  happens  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  fmall,  but  we  difregard  it  moft  when  it  is 
either  flat  or  pointed.  The  Leaves  fhould  never 
have  an  outward  Slant  downward,  nor  bend  into  a 
Dome  within,  but  ought  to  be  expanded  with  a 
regular  and  graceful  Air  :  Inftead  of  being  form’d 
into  a  Slope  or  feparated  toward  the  Bottom,  they 
fhould  fpread  with  an  eafy  Freedom.  Their  Num¬ 
ber  muft  be  always  fix,  and  each  of  them  ought  to 
be  fubftantial  and  well  tiflued,  that  their  Bloom  may 
be  the  longer  preferved. 

The  Chives  appear  befl:  with  a  brown  Cafl,  be- 
caufe  it  adds  Force  to  the  lively  Colours  of  the 
Flower  -,  but  it  is  not  material  with  what  Hue  the 
Piftil  is  tinged. 

Countefs.  Let  us  now  confider  the  real  Merit  of 
a  Tulip,  for  I  muft  confefs,  that  what  I  heard  from 
feveral  Pcrfons,  who  would  be  thought  very  cu¬ 
rious  in  this  Particular,  feem’d  to  me  fo  confufed 
that  it  really  exceeded  my  Comprehenfion.  One 
would  imagine  the  Beauty  of  Flowers  to  be  a  Cir- 
cumftance  above  the  Capacity  of  common  Minds  ; 
but  if  a  moderate  Share  of  plain  Senfe  be  fufficient 
to  furnifh  us  with  this  Knowledge,  I  (hall  be  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafed.  Let  us  enquire  then  into  the  Pro¬ 
perties  of  a  fine  Tulip  ;  but  if  it  fhould  happen  to 
be  a  Matter  of  Science  and  Study,  I  entirely  re¬ 
nounce  it  for  my  Part, 

Prior.  This  Knowledge  is  comprehended  in  a 
few  Particulars,  which  are  very  eafy  and  natural,  A 
Tulip  produced  by  Seed  has  an  unmix’d  and  duf- 
ky  Colour,  in  which  it  is  generally  very  peculiar  : 
One  Clafs  of  them  is  gray,  another  red,  and  a  third 

aflumes 
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aifumes  the  blue  of  Violets  :  Others  are  tinélured 
like  Cinnamon,  Purple,  Musk,  and  Gridelin  -,  but 
wecfteem  thofe  the  moft,  which  have  the  lead  Simi¬ 
litude  to  red.  There  are  feme,  however,  in  which 
this  Colour  is  clouded  with  all  imaginable  Variety, 
and  they  produce  ve’^y  fine  Effedts  in  Time.  The 
uncompounded  Colour  is  intermixed  in  a  few  Years 
with  feveral  white  or  yellow  Lines,  which  are  often 
accompanied  with  black  Streaks,  and  thefe  are  call’d 
the  Stripes.  The  white  is  valued  in  Proportion  as 
it  refembles  Milk  -,  but  it  fucceeds  better  and  is 
more  efteemed  in  the  Netherlands^  than  among  us. 
The  yellow  Stripe  derives  its  Merit  from  the  Perfec¬ 
tion  of  its  lively  golden  Dye,  and  thrives  better  in 
France  and  Italy  than  the  white. 

The  Colours  in  a  Pidlure  are  blended  in  the 
greateft  Perfedlion,  when  they  foften  into  each  other 
by  infenfible  Diminutions  ;  but  they  muft  always 
have  a  contrary  EfFedt  in  a  Tulip.  The  Stripe, 
inftead  of  being  imbibed  by  the  Colour,  Ihould  in¬ 
tercept  it  in  an  elegant  Manner,  and  ought  to  pene¬ 
trate  the  Leaf  to  render  it  more  radiant. 

Countefs.  All  this  I  can  eafily  comprehend. 

Prior,  The  Stripe  is  much  more  amiable  and 
better  diftinguifh’d,  when  it  is  accompanied  with 
black  Streaks  that  make  it  rife  more  fenfibly  from 
the  Colour. 

Countefs,  Here  are  then  three  Qualities  entirely 
different  from  each  other  :  The  principal  Tindlure 
of  the  Flower,  which  you  only  call  the  Colour  : 
The  white  or  yellow  Streaks  that  divide  it,  and 
which  youdiftinguifh  by  the  Name  of  Stripes  :  And 
laftly,  the  black  Lines  that  heighten  the  Appearance 
of  the  Stripe. 

Prior,  Thefe  are  the  whole  Appendage  of  a  Tu- 
lip,  and  their  Arrangement  is  capable  of  producing 
an  agreeable  Variety.  The  Stripes  fometimes  dif- 
appear  toward  the  Middle  of  the  Leaf  and  become 

vifible 
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vifible  again,  with  their  black  Lines  near  the  Bor¬ 
der.  Some  Perfons  are  pleafed  to  call  this  Difpo- 
fition  the  gay  Brefs.  The  Stripe  frequently  traverfes 
the  Leaf  in  large  Breadths  with  black  Liines,  fome 
of  which  feparate  k  from  the  Colour  in  a  curious 
Manner,  others,  inftead  of  edging  the  Stripe,  pafs 
through  it  from  one  End  to  the  other. 

Count efs.  The  Tulips  in  this  Bed  prefenf  me  with 
all  the  Particulars  you  have  defcribed. 

Prior.  Thefe  Stripes,  whether  yellow  or  white, 
are  frequently  very  broad  ;  they  are  likewife  as 
often  narrow,  and  very  much  refemble  a  fine  Piece 
of  Embroidery.  There  are  fome  Tulips  whofe  pre¬ 
dominant  Colour  is  much  more  extenfive  than  the 
Stripes,  and  there  are  others  whofe  Stripes  drink  up 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Colour,  a  fmall  Fringe  of 
which  is  only  vifible  toward  the  Edge  of  the 
Flower. 

A  Number  of  Obfervations  were  formerly  made 
on  the  Ground  of  Flowers.  This  Name  is  given 
to  the  fmall  Flakes  tinged  with  gray,  or  a  Violet 
blue,  and  which  are  vifible  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Flower,  where  they  feem  to  form  a  little  Star  round 
the  Foot  of  the  Piftil.  The  fineft  Tulip  was  en¬ 
tirely  difregarded,  when  the  Stripes  encroach’d  ne¬ 
ver  fo  little  on  this  Ground  :  But  Experience  has 
convinced  all  true  Judges,  that  thefe  little  Niceties 
which  were  once  thought  fo  requifite,  are  altogether 
immaterial.  Every  Perfon  favour’d  fome  particular 
Mode,  and  difiiked  the  Flowers  and  Gufto  of  others. 
But  what  Prerogative  have  the  People  of  Flanders  to 
reform  our  Tafte  ,  and  what  Right  have  we  to  con¬ 
demn  theirs } 

Count ejs.  The  Standard  of  Tafte  is  not  only  va¬ 
ried  with  Refpedl  to  Nations,  but  prevails  as  little 
in  different  Gardens.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  all  thefe 
arbitrary  Rules,  which  only  tend  to  impoverifh  the 
Minds  of  thofe  who  obferve  them,  is  it  poflible  to 

2  ~  “  have 
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have  the  Knowledge  of  Tulips  reduced  into  a  fliort 
as  well  as  an  eafy  and  intelligible  Method  ? 

am  far  from  prefcribing  any  particular 
Method  to  others  -,  but  my  Manner  of 
thinking  is  this.  Wherever  a  Tafte 
for  amiable  Nature  prevails  over  the 
Jargon  of  Rules,  I  believe  it  will  be 
always  cuftomary  to  value  a  Tulip  whofe  Stripes 
and  Colour  are  very  radiant,  well  contrafted,  and 
fet  off  with  Lines  of  a  gloffy  black,  in  what  Man¬ 
ner  foever  Nature  may  have  diftributed  thefe  In¬ 
termixtures. 

Countefs,  The  Cultivation  of  Tulips  has  always 
been  the  Count’s  Amufement  rather 

^lus  require  more  At¬ 

tention  than  I  can  well  afford  them. 
But  the  Flower  which  I  love  to  raife  and  multiply, 
as  much  as  poffible,  is  the  Ranunculus. 

Chevalier.  Here  arc  feveral  Beds  of  them,  but  I 
am  unable  to  judge  which  of  them  moft  deferves 
my  Attention,  they  are  all  fo  remarkable  for  their 
Luftre  and  Variety. 

Countefs.  I  give  the  Preference  to  this  Flower  be- 
caufe  it  degenerates  lefs  than  the  Anemone,  and  the 
Beauty  of  its  Colours  almoft  equals  thofe  of  the 
Tulip  ;  but  it  much  exceeds  it  in  the  Number  of 
its  Species. 

Chevalier,  Which  of  them  does  your  Ladyfhip 
efteem  moft  ? 

Countefs,  The  red  is  counted  the  leaft  valuable, 
becaufe  it  is  extremely  common,  and  yet  it  affords 
a  fine  Mixture  with  thofe  that  are  double.  But  as 
beautiful  as  thefe  laft  may  be,  the  Semi-double  are 
in  much  greater  Eftimation  at  prefent,  and  are 
every  where  rank’d  in  the  firft  Clafs.  Thefe  be¬ 
fore  us  are  a  Growth  of  them  :  They  have  but 
a  moderate  Quantity  of  Leaves,  as  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  and  they  are  a  Medium  in  this  Refpedf,  be¬ 
tween 


Prior,  I 

A  Rule  for 
judging  of 
Tulips. 
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tween  the  large  double  Flowers  whofe  Leaves  are 
very  numerous  and  thick-fet,  and  the  Tingle  ones 
which  have  hardly  any. 

Chevalier»  I  am  at  a  LoTs  to  conceive  why  thofe 
that  are  double  fhould  not  be  preferr’d  to  the  others. 
Perhaps  the  Semi-double  owe  their  Merit  to  the 
Turn  of  the  Mode  that  now  prevails. 

Countefs.  This  Preference  is  not  a  tranfientTafte 
and  the  Effedt  of  mere  Caprice,  but  is  founded  on 
the  Variety  of  Colours,  which  has  the  Air  of  a 
Prodigy.  A  Tingle  Bed  of  the  femi-double  Flowers 
is  at  once  an  Afîemblage  of  the  pale,  the  Citron, 
and  the  golden  Yellows  -,  the  fhining  White,  the 
mellow  Red,  and  the  Tindure  of  the  Peach-Blof- 
fom  :  You  may  there  behold  a  Variety  of  fine 
Grounds,  fuch  as  thë  white  intermix’d  with  red 
Stripes,  elegantly  diftinguifh’d  *,  the  yellow  fpeck- 
led  with  red  or  fable  Rays  *,  Tome  of  thefe  Flowers 
are  rofy  without  and  white  within.  You  will  fee  a 
different  Clafs  ting’d  with  Shammey  and  border’d 
with  red,  and  others  glowing  with  a  crimfon 

Ground. - -  But  their  Catalogue  is  endlefs,  and 

new  Species  are  prefented  to  our  View  every  Year. 
If  the  Love  of  Change  be  ever  allowable,  we  may 
venture  to  admire  it  in  Flowers  ;  and  if  we  can  pleafc 
ourfelves  in  changing  what  we  love,  we  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  love  the  Ranunculus. 

Prior»  It  is  qualified  to  regale  all  Taftes.  The 
Root  of  a  fine  Ranunculus  yearly  revives  and  per¬ 
petuates  the  fame  Lineaments  of  Beauty,  which 
is  a  pleafing  Circumftance  to  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
fiant  in  their  Friendfhips.  The  Seed  of  the  fàme 
Flower  produces  a  new  one  from  Year  to  Year,  which 
is  a  Quality  that  muft  be  agreeable  to  thofe  who 
delight  in  Change,  and  they  will  here  find  a  fuffi- 
cient  Variety  to  employ  their  Choice.  I  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  Set  of  Florifts,  who  began  to  dig¬ 
nify  each  new  Ranunculus  with  the  Name  of  Tome 

Perfoa 
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Perfon  of  diftinguifli’d  Merit.  One  was  calFd 
King  Stanijlausy  and  another  the  Czarina  :  A 
third  was  Marlhal  Villars^  and  a  fourth  Prince 
Eugene  :  This  was  the  Duke  of  Berwick  ;  and  that 
the  Marquis  of  Asfield,  The  Ranunculus  that  dif- 
clofed  a  Range  of  jetty  Lines,  or  a  radiant  Ground, 
Was  named  the  Roujfeau  ;  but  for  what  Reafon  I 
am  uncertain.  Another  that  unfolded  a  rofy  Bloom 
without,  and  difcover’d  an  unfullied  Whitenefs 
within,  was  call’d  the  RoUin.  One  whofe  Speckles 
were  fo  multiplied  and  thick-fet,  that  they  render’d 
the  Ground  on  which  they  rofe  invifible,  was  the 
Ee  la  Motte,  Another,  whofe  rich  Leaves  were 
regularly  embellifli’d  in  their  Extremity  with  a 
beautiful  Stripe,  was  the  Fontenelle,  But  our  Flo- 
rifts  foon  difcontinued  this  Pradtice  *,  for  when  they 
compared  the  Number  of  great  Men  with  the  Di- 
verfity  of  thefe  Flowers  that  were  daily  making 
their  Appearance,  they  grew  fenfible  that  the  Ge¬ 
nerality  of  them  would  be  in  Danger  of  continuing 
namelefs. 

Countefs,  The  femi-double  Ranunculus,  wdth  all 
the  Advantages  of  an  endlefs  Variety  that  yearly 
changes  the  Decorations  of  your  Parterre,  has  ano¬ 
ther  Quality,  of  which  the  double  Flowers  are  de- 
ftitute.  I  mean  its  Fertility  in  producing  Seed, 
whereas  the  others  are  entirely  unfruitful. 

Chevalier,  Is  this  Defedt  peculiar  to  the  double 
Ranunculus  ? 

Countefs,  The  Generality  of  double  Flowers  in 
every  Glafs  are  unprodudlive  of  Seed  ;  they  dif- 
cover,  indeed,  the  faint  Sketches  of  a  Piftil  and  a 
few  Chives  ;  but  the  Profufion  of  Leaves,  with 
which  they  are  cover’d,  ufually  prevents  them  from 
ripening  into  Fertility.  But  when  thefe  double  Flow¬ 
ers,  for  Want  of  proper  Culture  or  from  any  other 
Circumftance,  begin  to  be  lefs  luxuriant  in  their 
Leaves,  the  Heart  of  the  Flower  is  difengaged 

from 
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from  the  Part  where  it  was  fix’d,  and  as  it  then 
enjoys  all  the  Impreffions  of  Warmth  and  Air,  it 
produces  Seed  like  other  Plants. 

Chevalier.  Is  it  known  from  whence  this  Flower 
originally  came  ? 

Prior.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been 
brought  to  us  from  Tripoli  in  Syria^  fe- 
veral  Ages  ago,  and  poflibly  in  the  Hiftory 
Time  of  the  Crufades.  But  it  was  a 
very  confiderable  Period  before  any 
but  the  double  Flowers  were  cultivated.  About 
thirty  Years  fince,  fome  Seeds  of  the  femi-double 
Flowers  were  brought  to  us  from  Conftantinople., 
where  the  fine  Ranunculus  is  very  common.  Mon- 
fieur  Valnay.,  Comptroller  of  the  Houfhold,  was 
one  of  the  firft  who  form’d  a  Bed  of  thele  beautiful 
femi-double  Flowers  ^  but  what  the  Curious  admired 
in  the  Years  1705  and  1706,  in  his  Garden  in 
the  Fauxhourg  St.  Germain.^  would  hardly  be  fuffer’d 
now  in  an  ordinary  Bed  of  the  fécond  Clafs  :  Such 
Difcoveries  and  Variety  have  we  acquired  from  the 
Seed  of  the  fenii-double  Flowers. 

Chevalier.  Are  many  Preparations  neceffary  to 
their  Culture  ? 

Prior.  This  charming  Flower,  in  order  to  pre- 
fent  you  with  the  moft  lovely  Enamel 
that  ever  glow’d  upon  a  fingle  Species,  Ra^nu^n^ 
requires  nothing  more  than  to  be  plant-  ^ulus. 
ed  in  a  rich  Earth,  with  a  fmall  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  Afhes  or  rotten  Wood,  and  to  be  fhel- 
ter’d  from  Humidity  and  fevere  Colds. 

Chevalier.  Her  Lady fh ip  promifed  to  entertain 
us  with  the  Manner  of  cultivating  the 
Carnation,  but  did  notpromife  to  fhew  Carna- 
us  one  :  And  yet  I  obferve  feveral  that 
are  very  amiable.  This  Sight,  in  my  Opinion,  is 
very  extraordinary  for  the  Beginning  of  May. 


Countefs. 
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Counîefs»  There  is  one  Method  of  tending  thefn^ 
which  will  caufe  them  to  blow  each  Month  in  the 
Year,  Winter  not  excepted,  and  even  in  a  Green- 
houfe. 

Chevalier,  It  muft  then  be  the  completed  of  all 
Flowers,  fince  it  wears  the  fined  Array  of  Colours, 
is  graced  with  the  mod  delicate  Shape,  difpenfes  ah 
aromatic  Fragrance  around  -it,  and  is  attainable  in 
every  Seafon  of  the  Year.  But  there  are  feveràl 
Species  of  this  Flower,  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  which  of  them  is  mod  edeemed. 

Prior.  The  Carnation,  like  the  Tulip,  has  its 
Stripes  form’d  in  the  dronged  Oppo- 

The  ^ali- 

to  the  predominant  Colour,  into 
CarnatLfl”^  which  they  are  never  foften’d  :  But 
they  mud  likewife  be  extended  without 
any  Interruption  from  the  Bottom  of  their  Leaves 
to  their  other  Extremity.  The  large  ones  are  much 
liner  than  the  fmall,  as  they  exceed  them  in  the 
Number  of  their  Leaves  by  one  Half,  or  four  at  lead. 
The  noble  Spread  of  a  Carnation  forms  a  Circum¬ 
ference  of  nine  or  ten  Inches,  with  a  Diameter  of 
about  three.  They  are  greatly  prized  when  they 
have  a  Multitude  of  Leaves,  becaufe  they  form  a 
more  elegant  Figure  :  It  is  much  more  graceful 
when  the  Head  is  beautifully  rounded  like  a  Tuft^ 
than  when  it  is  only  flat.  Too  great  a  Number  of 
Spots  would  create  a  Confufion  in  the  Flower  ;  and 
were  it  too  much  indented  it  would  feem  jagged. 
When  the  Extremities  of  the  Leaves,  indead  of  being 
properly  arched,  are  lengthen’d  into  a  Point  they 
make  a  wretched  Appearance  -,  and  this  is  the 
greated  Defed:  it  can  poflibly  fudain. 

As  to  the  Method  of  railing  and  improving  this 
Flower,  no  one  underdands  it  better  than  her  La« 
dyfhip. 

Count efs.  Carnations  may  be  propagated  either 
from  Seeds  or  Layers.  The  Seed  diverfifies  the 

Species 
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Species  of  the  Flower,  and  the  Layer  perpetuates 
thofe  that  are  moft  amiable. 

The  Layer  fhould  be  planted  in  the 
Month  of  july^  and  not  fooner,  left  the  The  Layer. 
Flower  of  the  Stem  fhould  be  injured. 

Chevalier,  This  is  an  Operation  of  which  I  have 
not  the  leaft  Knowledge. 

Countefs.  Nothing  more  is  neceftary  than  to  lay 
a  Shoot  in  the  Earth,  leaving  the  Extremity  above 
the  Surface  *,  but  the  Tops  of  the  Leaves  muft  hrft 
be  clip’d,  and  a  Gafh  opened  with  a  Penknife  half 
way  into  the  Joint  that  is  intended  to  be  funk  in  the 
Ground,  and  then  this  little  Branch  muft  be  kept 
down  in  its  proper  Place  with  forked  Sticks. 

When  it  has  taken  Root,  as  it  will  in  a  fliortTime, 
it  muft  be  cut  off  from  the  Mother-Plant,  from 
whence  it  no  longer  ought  to  derive  its  Nourifh^ 
ment,  becaufe  it  is  then  Time  for  it  to  fupport  itfelf. 

When  the  Stem  rifes  fo  high  as  renders  it  im- 
poffible  to  bend  the  Shoot  into  the  Soil,  we  caufe 
it  to  pafs  through  a  Tin  Funnel  filled  with  Earth 
and  fupported  by  a  Wooden  Fork.  When  the 
Branch  has  fhot  forth  fome  little  Roots  in  the  Fun- 
I  nel,  it  is  cut  off  in  its  lower  Part,  in  order  to  be 
!  placed  in  a  Pot. 

1  Prior,  We  may  caufe  the  Layers  to  fhoot  by 
i  difpofing  them  in  Pots  in  a  Bed  of  a  moderate 
i  Warmth,  and  affording  them  an  open  Sun-fhine 
I  and  frequent  Waterings,  which  are  tiie  two  great 
i  Promoters  of  Vegetation. 

1  Countejs,  You  feemed  a  little  furprifed  to  fee  large 
i  Carnations  in  fo  early  a  Seafon,  but  this  Effebl  is 
produced  by  the  Manner  of  laying  the  Flowers, 
r  which  may  be  always  managed  to  Advantage  from 
I  to  the  end  of  September.  There  are  fome 

i  Kinds,  indeed,  that  naturally  blow  fooner,  and 
y  others  later  *,  and  we  may  eafily  obtain  a  good  Num- 
i  ber  of  both  :  But  the  fureft  Method  of  fecuring  a 
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Bloom  of  Carnations  for  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Year  is^to  have  Layers  of  the  three  Summer 
Months,  and  they  will  flourifh  agreeably  to  the 
Time  of  their  Procurement,  either  fooner  or  later. 
Some  will  unfold  their  Beauties  in  the  Spring,  others 
in  the  Summer,  and  a  third  Sort  will  only  appear 
in  Autumn.  But  thofe  whofe  firft  Sproutings  are 
dipt,  will  prefent  us  with  their  Flowers  in  the  depth 
of  Winter  itfelf. 

Another  Method  of  multiplying  Carnations  and 
producing  thofe  that  are  beautiful  in  a  fhort  Time, 
is  to  feparate  the  Layers  from  the  Stems  of  thofe 
Kinds  that  pleafe  us.  The  Layers  frequently  con¬ 
tain  others  which  are  fubordinate  to  them,  and 
we  ftrengthen  the  Parent- Plant  by  relieving  her 
from  fo  numerous  an  Offspring.  The  principal 
Carnation  no  longer  fharing  the  Sap  with  fo  many 
Competitors,  gains  greater  Vigour  and  a  (fumes 
a  more  agreeable  Appearance,  while  the  Layers 
are  likewife  ftrengthened  the  fooner,  and  produce 
Flowers  of  equal  Beauty  in  a  fhorcer  fpace  of 
Time. 

But  when  we  feparate  the  Layers  from  the  main 
Stem,  with  a  (lender  Root  to  each,  we  mufl  be  care¬ 
ful  not  to  injure  them  by  fuch  Wounds  as  may  be 
deftrudive  to  the  Parent  and  her  tender  Progeny. 
In  all  Operations  there  is  an  Art  and  Dexterity  of 
Management  that  refults  from  Pradtice,  and  can 
never  be  acquired  by  the  Knowledge  of  a  mere 
Set  of  Rules. 


Prior,  Some  curious  Perfons  have  attempted  to 

New  Im-  multiply  the  Carnation  by  Stock-Graft- 

provements, 
dsfc. 

Vol.  I. 


ing,  and  they  alTure  us  the  Experiment 
has  fucceeded  to  their  Wifh.  We  may 
hereafter  give  the  Chevalier  a  proper 


Idea  of  grafting  in  this  manner. 

Count efs.  Were  this  Pradtice  reduced  to  any 
Certainty,  with  Refpecl  to  Carnations,  nothing  could 
4  be 
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be  more  commodious  ;  for  vve  might  foon  caufe  the 
fineft  Claffes  of  this  Flower  to  fpring  from  the  mofb 
common  Stem  of  a  vigorous  Growth.  We  might 
even  carry  the  Improvement  to  a  greater  Height, 
and  propagate  different  kinds  of  Carnations,  all  up¬ 
on  the  fame  Stem  *,  by  which  Means  we  could  en¬ 
rich  any  particular  Vafe  with  a  natural  Gluiler  of 
the  largeft  Flowers  varied  in  the  moft  agreeable 
Manner.  1  am  determined  to  make  the  Experi¬ 
ment  fince  the  Rifk  is  inconfiderable  -,  but  I  fear  it  is 
only  a  Flight  of  amiable  Imagination. 

Chevalier.  Does  the  Carnation  require  any  pe¬ 
culiar  Compofition  of  Soil.^ 

Prior.  It  thrives  to  Admiration  in  Flanders.,  where 
the  Earth  is  rich  and  oozy,  but  droops  in  Provence 
and  along  our  Southern  Coafts,  that  lye  in  a  fcorch- 
ing  Climate,  and'  whofe  Soil  is  extremely  light. 
We  may  therefore  judge,  that  it  requires  a  black, 
marfliy,  and  fubffantial  Earth,  with  a  fmall  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  Florfe  and  Covv-Diing,  to  correfl  each 
other,  and  to  prevent  the  Soil  from  being  too  com- 
pa6t. 

Countefs,  When  Winter  approaches  we  difpofe 
thefe  Flowers  in  a  Green-houle,  where  they  faintly 
retain  a  kind  of  reluffant  Life.  It  will  be  proper 
however  to  air  and  water  them  in  tnild  Seafons,  and 
after  the  enfuing  Lent  we  may  afford  them  all  the 
Air  we  think  requifire,  but  muft  be  careful  at  the 
fame  Time  to  prcferve  them  from  the  Injuries  to 
which  they  are  obnoxious. 

When  the  Carnation  intended  for  the  Theatre 
of  Flowers  begins  to  be  unfolded,  as  it  is  only 
placed  in  that  Situation  to  delight  the  View,  great 
Care  is  ufually  taken  to  adjuft  its  Array  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  Diforders  to  which  it  is  fometimes  liable. 
It  is  apt  to  burft  the  Cup  that  contains  its  Leaves, 
and  confequently  the  Flower  will  run  out  on 
one  fide  j  to  prevent  wTich,  it  will  be  proper  to 
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make  equal  Incifions  with  a  Needle  on  each  fide, 
that  the  Petals  may  expand  and  fall  in  a  fwelJing 
Round.  It  may  Jikewife  be  fuftained  with  a  circu¬ 
lar  Collar  of  ftrong  Paper,  a  Band  of  Thread,  or 
a  Ring  of  Willow-Bark,  fixed  about  a  third  of  the 
Height  of  the  Spindle,  with  whofe  Colour  it  cor- 
refponds,  and  is  therefore  rendered  imperceptible. 

It  will  likewife  be  neceflary,  at  tliat  Seafon,  to  wa¬ 
ter  the  Carnations  every  Day. 

Thefe  are  the  five  Sorts  of  Flowers  w^hich  are 
the  principal  Amufement  of  thofe  who  are  curious 
in  Productions  of  this  Nature  :  However  they  are 
not  difregarciful  of  the  others,  but  raife  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  as  is  proportionable  to  the  Plot  of  Ground  they 
pofiefs.  The  Hepaticas  alone,  when  thofe  that  are 
blue  are  properly  blended  with  the  red  and  white, 
are  fufficient  to  afford  a  Month’s  Embellifhment  to 
the  Verge  of  a  Parterre,  or  a  Court,  when  the  Snows 
of  February  are  melted.  They  may  be  intermixed 
with  Cowfiips  that  fpring  in  our  Meadows,  and 
whofe  Culture  affords  great  Variety,  and  may  be 
rendered  very  ornamental.  The  Narciffus,  the 
double  Violet,  the  double  Hyacinth,  the  double 
and  fmgle  Jonquils,  the  red  and  white  Sow-bread, 
and  even  Dafies,  when  they  arc  well  chofen,  pro¬ 
duce  agreeable  Effecls,  either  when  they  are  ranged 
into  their  feparate  Families,  or  intermixed  in  the 
Erne  B.^d.  Every  one  declares  in  favour  of  Julians,  ■ 
vdiich  I  would  call  the  Balm  of  our  Gardens  -,  and  | 
they  are  capable  of  being  multiplied  with  the  great-  i 
eft  Facility. 

Chevalier,  I  am  unacquainted  with  this  Method  of  jl 
their  Cultivation.  d 

Countefs,  When  the  fine  Clufters  of  the  Julian  have 
finifhed  their  Bloom,  it  is  ufual  to  cut  and  fhortcn  ! 
the  Stems  and  Branches  by  which  thofe  Clufters  were 
fupported  :  They  are  then  fixed  in  the  Earth  anew, 
without  any  other  Preparation  j  and  all  theft  Branches  j  ; 

will  ] 
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will  afford  you  as  many  new  Stems,  provided  you 
plant  them  in  a  rich  Soil,  renewed  from  Year  to 
Year,  and  without  any  Intermixture  of  Horfe-Dung, 
But  if  this  Method  of  Cultivation  be  negleded, 
they  will  foon  degenerate,  as  is  commonly  feen  at 
Paris^  where  this  Flower  feldom  appears  in  its  pro¬ 
per  Beauty. 

Chevalier,  I  fhould  think  the  Stock-Gilliflowers 
merit  a  more  peculiar  Care,  becaufe  we 
enjoy  them  for  a  longer  Seafon.  The 
yellow-double,  which  is  exquifitely  fra-  ^  * 

grant,  prefents  us  with  all  the  Luftre  of  Gold. 
Thofe  that  are  either  ftriped  or  tinged  with  white, 
red,  or  a  Violet-blue,  rife  with  (lately  Heads  and 
diffufe  a  mod  agreeable  Odour. 

Countefs,  I  am  not  for  blaming  the  Curiofity  of 
thofe  Perfons  who  cultivate  foreign  Plants  ;  but  nei¬ 
ther  Peru  nor  the  Indies  can  regale  us  with  any  Pro¬ 
ductions  that  exceed  a  fine  Stock-Gilliflower  ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  fuch  an  ObjeCl,  as  even  the  Indians  them- 
felves  would  behold  with  Adrniration  and  Envy. 

Prior.  We  have  not  taken  any  Notice  of  the  Clafs 
of  Poppies,  or  of  double  Corn  Rofes.  Thefe  Flow¬ 
ers  are  only  multiplied  by  their  Seeds,  which  yearly 
produce  fuch  Beauties  as  are  capable  of  delighting 
even  thofe  who  are  fondefl  of  Novelty. 

Countefs.  I  aru  uncertain  whether  they  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  Model  or  a  Reproach  to  Painters 
and  Embroiderers. 

Chevalier.  There  is  one  Flower  which  in  my 
Opinion  difplays  more  Luftre  than  any  we  have  yet 
mentioned,  and  is  the  fined  Embellifhment  of  a 
large  Garden.  I  mean  the  Lily. 

Prior.  Wifdom  itfelf  has  uttered  its  Panegyric, 
and  preferred  it  to  all  the  Purple  and  Splendor  of 
the  mod  magnificent  Kings. 

F  3 
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Chevalier,  Can  youobferve,  Sir,  any  Refemblance 
between  this  Flower  and  the  Liiies  in  the  Arms  of 
France? 

Prior.  The  upper  part  of  a  Leaf  of  this  Flower, 
feen  in  its  full  Width,  and  the  two  adjoining  Leaves 
viewed  in  Profile,  feem  to  have  fome  faint  Simi¬ 
litude  with  the  Top  of  a  Flower  de  Luce  ;  but 
this  Similitude  muft  be  aided  by  fome  Hiftorical 
Conjedlure. 

Count efs.  We  are  apt  to  lofe  the  View  of  Na¬ 
ture  the  Moment  we  quit  the  Garden.  Why  is  the 
Name  of  a  Lily  given  to  a  Figure  that  refembles  it 
fo  little  ? 


Prior.  It  is  very  probable  that  thefe  three  final! 

Leaves  conftituted  the  original  Flower 
de  Luce,  or  that  kind  of  Flourifh 
which  ufually  appears  in  the  Crowns, 
and  frequently  riks  on  the  Extremity 
of  the  Sceptres,  in  the  Monuments  of 
the  fécond  Race  of  our  Kings.  Lewis 
the  Seventh,  firnamed  the  Young,  and 
who  was  one  of  the  Princes  engaged  in  the  fécond 


Les  Monu- 
mens  de  la 
Monarchie 
Fran^oife  de 
D.  Bernard  de 
Montfaucon, 
Tom.  I.  &  II. 


Crufade  in  the  twelfth  Century,  diftinguiflied  him*, 
felf,  as  was  cuftomary  at  that  Time,  by  a  parti¬ 
cular  Blazon,  and  formed  his  Coat  of  Arms  with 
this  Flourifh  -,  the  Supporters  were  a  Repetition  of 
the  fame  Flower  in  little  :  And  as  the  People  gene¬ 
rally  contradled  the  Name  of  Lewis  into  that  of 
Luce^  it  is  very  natural  to  believe,  that  this  Flourifh 
came  by  thefe  Means  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name 
ot  the  Flower  de  Luce. 


THE 
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PARTERRE. 


Dialogue  IV. 


Tthe  Count  and  the  Chevalier. 

Count.  O  what  Ufe,  Sir,  do  you  intend 

thofe  little  Tiles  which  you  are 
ranging  with  fo  much  Appli¬ 
cation  ? 

Chevalier.  Will  your  Lordfliip 
be  fo  good  as  to  read  the  Infcriptions  on  them? 

Count.  The  Mountain  Lily,  the  Chalcedonian 
Iris,  Gold-Buttons,  Fox- Gloves,  Florets  of  Knap- 

A^/eed. - T  find.  Sir,  you  have  been  making  a 

Catalogue  of  Flowers. 

Chevalier.  I  daily  hear  the  Names  of  feveral  that 
are  Strangers  to  me,  and  frequently  fee  others 

F  4  that 
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that  I  know  by  Sight,  but  am  unacquainted  with 
their  Names.  I  have  therefore  fixed  a  little  Ticket 
to  the  Stem  of  each  Plant,  and  I  call  them  by  their 
Names  as  they  prefent  themfelves  to  my  ¥iew 
when  I  am  walking  alone  :  But  whenever  my  Me¬ 
mory  happens  to  fail  me,  I  immediately  refer  my 
felf  to  the  Infcription  ’till  I  learn  to  diftinguifli  them 
bv  their  Leaves. 

y 

Count,  You  muft  compile  a  Book  then  of  all  my 
Garden,  fince  the  Precaution  you  have  already 
taken  will  be  equally  necefiary  for  a  Multitude  qf 
other  Plants  that  adorn  this  Spot  of  Ground  -,  but 
I  will  endeavour  to  render  them  familiar  to  you.  A 
Parterre  is  not  fufficient  to  complete  a  Garden,  and 
it  requires  a  Variety  ot  Appendages,  fuch  as  Flower¬ 
ing  Shrubs,  green  Alleys,  verdantiArbpurs,  with 
an  Intermixture  of  Palifades  and  Groves. 

The  firft  Appendage  to  a  Parterre  is  a  Growth 
of  the  large  fiov/ering  Shrubs,  together  with  thofe 
of  other  Species,  and  to  thefe  may  be  added  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  foreign  Plants.  As  the  Number  of  flowering 
Shrubs  is  nqt  very  confiderable,  their  Deficiency 
may  be  fupplied  by  large  annual  Plants. 

Chevalier.  I  fuppofe  your  Lordfhip  means  thofe 
whole  Stems  are  entirely  decay’d  at  the  Year’s  end, 
pr  a  little  after. 

Count.  The  very  fame.  Sir  ;  and  we  always  make 
choice  of  fuch  as  rife  in  fine  Pyramids, 
Large  annual  luxuriant  Leaves  are  crowned 

with  rich  Clufters  of  Flowers.  Thefe 
Qtialities  render  them  proper  to  cover  a  large  Vafe, 
and  beautify  the  extended  Plots  :  Such,  for  Inftance, 
are  the  Julians,  Stock- Gilliflowers,  Lilies,  Py  ra- 
midals,  Indian- Pinks,  Amaranths,  Stork-Bills,  and 
a  Variety  of  others,  with  which  you  are  fufliciently 
acquainted.  The  Belvederes  are  likewife  as  fervice- 
able,  though  they  are  unproductive  of  Flowers. 

The 
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Shrubs. 
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The  flowering  Shrubs  are  the  com¬ 
mon,  as  well  as  the  Perfian  Lilac  -,  the 
Orange, Citron,  and  Pomegranate T rees, 
the  Jeflemin  and  Rofe  Plants,  with  feveral  forts  of 
Laurel. 

Chevalier,  I  know  a  number  of  Gentlemen  who 
defire  no  other  Parterre  than  a  few  Beds  garnilhed 
with  thefe  Trees. 

Count,  Thefe  ftately  Plants  are  more  ornamental 
to  a  Garden,  than  the  Generality  of  thofe  that  are 
efteemed  by  curious  Florifts,  and  which  Nature  has 
painted  in  Miniature,  becaufe  they  are  only  intended 
for  a  near  View  :  Whereas  the  others  are  drawn 
with  larger  Lineaments,  and  rife  in  a  more  fimple 
Form.  They  are  likewife  multiplied  with  Pro- 
fufion  on  the  fame  Stem,  and  have  ufually  but  one 
Colour,  which,  with  the  branching  Verdure  that 
fuftains  them,  gives  them  an  amiable  Appearance, 
even  in  a  diftant  Profpe6l,  and  renders  them  a  no¬ 
ble  Decoration  to  a  fpacious  Plot. 

Chevalier,  I  doubt  the  pleafing  Array  of  thefe 
Plants  is  too  tranfient  ;  but  we  are  not  fo  much  li¬ 
mited  in  the  Cultivation  of  Flowers  becaufe  we 
may  enjoy  them  in  regular  Succeffions. 

Count.  We  may  likewife  be  accommodated  with 
flowering  Trees  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  Year, 
and  with  a  number  of  agreeable  Variations.  When 
the  Laurus  Tinus  has  performed  its  Part  in  the  laft 
Months  of  the  Winter  Seafon,  and  even  to  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Spring  -,  it  quits  the  Scene  and  is  fucceeded 
by  the  Lilacs,  which  we  intermix  by  difpofing  Boxes 
of  the  white  and  blue  Clufters  in  alternate  Ranges  -, 
and  you  may  obferve  their  Effect  through  the 
length  of  this  Terrafs.  Thefe  are  the  imme¬ 
diate  Predeceflbrs  of  the  GV/Jé’r-Rofe,  the  Honey¬ 
suckle,  the  common  Jeflemin,  rifing  on  Stems,  or 
I'punded  by  Hoops,  into  the  Form  of  a  Vafe  -,  the 
Spanijh  Broom  and  the  Perfian  Lilacs,  with  thp 
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yellow  JefTemins,  and  thofe  of  India^  Arabia,  and 
Catalonia,  which  continue  flowery  for  feveral  Months 
notwithftanding  die  daily  Tributes  they  tender  to  each 
new  Vifltor  who  approaches  them.  The  fame 
Seafon  delights  us  with  the  balmy  Fragrance  of  the 
Orange- Flower  and  the  rich  Purple  of  the  Pome¬ 
granate.  We  fhall  afterward  be  regaled  through 
the  whole  Autumn  with  a  Combination  of  the  foftefl: 
Colours,  refulting  from  the  blended  White  and  Red 
of  the  Laurel  Rofe. 

We  may  intermix  the  flowering  Trees  with  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Shrubs  that  are  in  great  Elteern  either  for 
their  unfading  Verdure  or  the  refrefhing  Odours 
they  difpenfe.  Of  this  Clafs  are  the  Myrtle,  the 
Rofemary,  the  Orach,  with  the  Trees  of  Saint- 
Lucia^,  Yew,  Cyprefs,  Cherry-Laurels,  and  an 
endlefs  Diverfity  of  other  Species.  The  Holly-Tree 
itfelf,  as  jagged  as  it  appears,  is  rendered  worthy  of 
a  Situation  in  our  Gardens  by  its  undecaying  Green, 
and  the  admirable  Vermilion  of  its  Berries,  which 
delight  the  View  in  the  Depth  of  Winter. 

Chevalier,  YourLordihip  has  not  taken^  agy  No^ 
tice  of  Rofe-Trees,  and  yet  they  make  a  very  ami¬ 
able  Figure  in  the  Garden. 

Count.  I  am  far  from  difregarding  them,  and  in¬ 
deed  they  are  as  valuable  as  all  the  Variety  of 
flowery  fhrubs.  Thofe  we  procure  from  foreign 
Parts  at  a  great  Expence  have  no  real  Superiority, 
and  perhaps  are  not  comparable  to  the  Beauties  of 
a  regular  SuccelTion  of  our  native  Rofe-Trees,  when 
they  are  cultivated  in  a  proper  Manner.  There  are 
more  than  fifteen  Species  of  Rofes,  as  well  the  fingle 
as  the  double  -,  the  white,  the  yellow,  the  crimfon, 
and  the  ftriped  :  And  befide  the  Facility  of  diver- 
fifying  their  Colours  by  the  Intermixture  of  the 
feveral  Kinds,  we  may  obtain  this  Variety  on  the 

*  A  Species  of  Cherry-Tree  of  a  pleafing  Scent  and  a  very 
agreeable  Flower, 

fame 
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fame  Stem,  and  produce  a  Bloom  of  five  or  fix  fores 
of  large  Rofes  entirely  different  from  each  other  by 
the  Operation  of  grafting. 

We  may  raife  them,  if  we  are  fo  difpefed,  by 
lopping  off  the  Shoots  that  fprout  from  the  Stem  ; 
but  the  moft  important  Circumftance  in  their  Cul¬ 
ture  is  to  allow  fome  of  the  Buds  to  fpring  while 
we  retrench  the  reft,  and  to  moderate  the  Growth 
of  the  Trees,  fome  more  and  others  lefs  ;  by  which 
means  the  Buds  will  unfold  themfelves  in  Succelfion, 
fome  at  the  clofe  of  Summer,  others  in  Autumn, 
and  the  reft  in  the  Winter-Seafon  itfelf.  Nothing 
can  be  more  eafy  and  natural  than  the  Method  of 
prolonging  this  lovely  Flower. 

Chevalier.  1  begin  to  be  fenfible  more  than  ever, 
that  the  moft  common  things  are  in  reality  the  moft 
amiable,  and  that  we  are  under  no  Neceffity  of  be¬ 
ing  anxious  after  fcarce  and  foreign  Productions  for 
the  Gratification  ^v^our  Curiofity. 

Count.  It  will  be  fufficient  if  we  make  an  orderly 
Difpofition  of  what  Nature  has  placed  around  us, 
and  this  Truth  will  be  rendered  ftill  more  evident 
to  you  by  the  other  Embellifhments  of  our  Gar¬ 
dens.  Let  us  only  allow  all  the  Luxuriance  of 
Growth  to  the  Linden,  the  Hazel,  the  White- 
Thorn,  the  Fruit-Trees,  and  every  other  Plant  that 
riles  before  us,  and  we  fhall  foon  be  lodged  like 
the  Lions  and  Tygers  of  the  Wildernefs.  We  fiiall 
fee  ourfelves  furrounded  with  thorny  Bulbes  and 
glooming  Thickets.  But  on  the  other  hand  let  us 
beftow  the  leaft  Arrangement  on  the  ProduCls  of 
Nature,  and  our  Habitations  will  quickly  be  changed 
to  a  verdant  Paradife. 

Common  Reafon  inclines  us  to  clear  the  Front  of 
our  Apartments  from  whatever  would  darken  them, 
or  intercept  the  View,  and  when  we  open  a  Plot  of 
Ground  of  a  reafonable  Extent  it  is  but  natural  to 
difpofe  it  in  Inch  a  Manner  as  may  amufe  the  Sight 

with 
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with  fome  agreeable  Obje6t.  To  this  Intention 
we  may  refer  the  Origin  of  Parterres,  and  the  eafy 
Delicacy  of  the  Ornaments  that  compoie  them. 
But  I  muft  likewife  obferve  to  you  that  a  Parterre, 
which  is  only  an  open  Level,  ought  to  be  fet  off 
by  Objeds  of  a  different  Caff,  that  mutually  con¬ 
trat:  one  another,  and  rife  on  each  Side,  either  to 
terminate  or  diverfify  the  View,  or  to  furnifli  us 
with  fome  other  Accommodations. 

The  Difpofition  of  thefe  Appendages  requires  a 
more  accurate  Tafte  than  the  Parterre  itfelf  ;  and 
I  will  now  reprefent  to  you  in  a  few  Words  the 
Defign  of  the  feveral  Pieces,  together  with  the 
Plants  that  compofe  them,  and  the  proper  Method 
of  ranging  the  whole.  We  will  begin  with  the 
Alleys. 

Alleys  are  either  planted  or  open. 

Thofe  of  the  latter  Kind  are  extended 
in  a  level  Surface,  edged  with  Borders  of  Box, 
and  covered  either  with  Sand  or  Turf,  formed  into 
an  agreeable  Walk  round  the  Parterre. 

Thofe  of  the  former  fort  are  either  bordered  with 
large  Trees,  or  with  Plants,  difpofed  in  Boxes.  Some 
are  covered,  to  render  the  Enjoyment  of  the  frelh  Air 
more  commodious  ;  others  are  entirely  open  at  the 
Top.  They  are  fometimes  calculated  to  improve 
the  Profped:  of  the  Country  -,  and  this,  if  poffible, 
ought  to  be  the  Effe6t  of  the  Alley  that  fronts  the 
Building  and  correfponds  with  the  middle  of  the 
Parterre.  Some  are  qualified  to  diredl  the  Eye  to  a 
pleafing  Objeél,  as  you  may  obferve  in  this  before  us. 

Chevalier.  The  two  Towers  of  the  Monaftery 
which  form  the  Point  of  View  feem  as  if  they  were 
built  with  an  Intention  to  embellifh  it. 

Ccîint.  The  main  Alley,  which  ufually  opens  at 
the  end  of  the  Parterre,  is  fometimes  accompanied 
with  two  Counter-Alleys  that  are  lefs  fpacious. 
When  that  happens  to  be  the  Difpofition,  the  Alley 
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in  the  Middle  is  always  compofed  of  large  Trees, 
whofe  Tops  are  cut  even  with  each  other,  while 
their  Trunks  rife  in  the  open  Air.  The  Counter- 
Alleys  may  be  clofed  on  the  right  and  left  with  two  . 
large  Ranges  of  Palifades  or  verdant  Walls. 

Chevalier,  I  obferve  that  all  the  Trees  in  the  two 
Alleys  which  accompany  your  Lordfhip’s  Parterre, 
as  well  as  in  that  which  opens  thro’  the  Wood  front¬ 
ing  the  Caftle,  are  of  the  fame  Species. 

Count,  They  are  all  broad-leaved  Elms,  and 
no  other  Trees  are  fo  complete  and  uniform  iit 
their  Foliage. 

Chevalier,  Is  not  the  Lime  ufually  chofen  for  fine 
Alleys  ? 

Count,  I  muft  confefs  the  Indian  Lime  isrendered 
very  ornamental  by  its  lively  green,  together  with 
the  large  Clufters  of  its  Flowers  and  its  amiable 
Head  :  It  is  likewife  a  Tree  of  a  hidden  Growth  ; 
but  then  it  is  fubjeél  to  the  Depredations  of  a  Cater¬ 
pillar  that  yearly  deftroys  the  greatefl:  Part  of  its 
Verdure  in  the  midft  of  Summer.  I  may  add  too, 
that  it  always  foils  the  Walks  and  drops  its  fhaggy 
Pods  when  it  Iheds  its  Flowers  at  the  clofe  of  Spring. 
It  is  likewife  divefted  of  its  Fruit  in  Autumn,  and 
refigns  all  its  Beauties  at  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf. 

Chevalier,  Thefe  are  fufficient  Reafons  for  our 
difregarding  it  :  But  is  its  Place  only  to  be  fupplied 
by  the  Elm  ? 

Count,  Befide  the  two  Species  of  Elms  we  enjoy, 
the  one  with  fmall,  and  the  other  with  expanded 
Leaves,  we  may  plant  our  Alleys  with  the  Plane, 
the  Maple,  and  the  Linden  Trees  :  Some  Perfons 
likewife  choofe  the  Egyptian  Thorn. 

Chevalier.  I  am  well  acquainted  both 
with  this  Plant  and  the  Plane-Tree; 
and  have  often  gathered  Flowers  of  an 
admirable  Fragrance  from  ti\e  former.  The  Plane 
has  a  fpreading  Leaf,  fhaped  like  a  Star, 
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Count,  The  Fate  of  the  Plane  is  greatly  changed. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  prized  it  ex-=- 

^  ceedingly  for  its  grateful  Shade,  and 

were  much  delighted  with  enlarging  its  Head  and 
forming  a  fpacious  Dining-Room  in  the  midftofits 
Foliage.  They  planted  it  in  their  Gardens  and  the 
Avenues  to  their  Country  Seats,  as  well  as  in  everÿ; 
other  Situation  •,  and  I  foppofe  you  have  read  Horace^^ 
Complaints  of  their  Partiality  to  this  T ree. 

*  Our  pompous  Piles  will  leave  us  now 
Few  Acres  for  the  foodful  Plough  ; 

Canals  of  Art  are  Bretch^d  around. 

More  fpacious  than  the  Lucrine  Bound 
And  unproduElive  Planes  invade 
Fhe  injur* à  Elm* s  prolific  Shade. 

Chevalier.  I  remember  them  very  well  ;  and  that 
great  Poet  thought  it  ftrange  that  the  Plane-Tree, 
which  only  affords  an  unfertil  Shade,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
pagated  more  than  the  Elm,  which  may  be  rendered 
advantageous  and  fruitful,  by  efpoufing  it  with  the 
Vine. 

.  Count.  The  Plant  is  very  little  ufed  at  prefent  in 
our  common  Gardens,  and  we  give  the  Preference 
to  the  large  Maple,  whofe  Leaves  have  a  great  Re¬ 
semblance  to  thofe  of  the  Plane.  V/e  are  ft  il  I  bet¬ 
ter  accommodated  by  the  leffer  Maple,  the  Yoke- 
Elm,  and  the  Linden  in  particular  -,  becaufe  it  is 
not  only  a  Tree  of  a  fpeedy  Growth,  but  it  affumes 
all  Shapes  with  the  greatefl  Pliancy  and  adapts  it 
felf  to  every  Soil.  We  may  likewife  ornament  the 
lower  Part  of  this  Tree  with  large  Bufhes  of  Yew, 
or  with  Rofe-Trees  formed  into  Vafes,  or  inverted 

*  Jam  pauca  aratro  jugera  regiæ 
Moles  relinquent  :  undique  latius 
Extenta  vifentur  Lucrino 
Stagna  Lacu:  Flutanufque  cœîehs 
Evincet  Ulmos  :  Carm.  1.  2.  Od.  15. 
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I  Bells.  The  Linden  Stocks,  which  rife  into  the  Air 
with  round  Heads,  refemble  the  long  Rows  of 
'Orange-Trees  in  Boxes. 

Chevalier.  When  thefe  Vafes  are  all  cover’d  with 
Rofes,  they  muft  form  an  inchanting  View  in  an 
Alley  where  they  are  thus  difpofed. 

Count.  We  may  make  greater  Improvements 
{till.  As  it  is  not  ufual  to  accompany  Parterres 
with  Trees  of  lofty  Stocks  unlefs  the  Gardens  be 
very  extenfive  *,  we  may  either  in  the  Middle  or 
on  each  Side  of  the  large  Alleys  that  border  the 
Parterre  plant  ftraight  Lines  of  Dwarf-Lindens, 
whofe  Stems  muft  be  contradted  in  their  Afcent, 
that  their  Sides  may  ftioot  out.  Thele  Plants  may 
be  cut  into  the  Form  of  fquare  Boxes,  and  we  ufually 
place  in  the  Centre  of  thofe  verdant  Vafes  a  large 
Panier  of  tufted  Flowers,  or  the  blooming  Head  of 
a  Rofe-Tree. 

Chevalier.  I  fee  this  Difpolition  has  been  obferved 
in  the  two  Wings  of  the  grand  Parterre.  ThePro- 
fpedl  is  not  limited  by  thefe  pleafing  Alleys,  and 
they  diffufe  an  Air  and  Magnificence  through  the 
whole  Garden. 

Count.  This  is  a  Pleafure  that  did  not  coft  me  a 
length  of  Time  to  procure  its  Enjoyment,  and  it 
like  wife  faved  me  the  Expence  of  rich  Vafes  and 
timorous  foreign  Plants,  which  we  can  only  venture 
to  expofe  to  the  Air  in  fine  Weather.  I  am  for  thofe 
Productions  that  fpring  in  our  Climate,  and  which 
we  may  fhelter  from  the  fevereft  Frofts  by  a  flight 
Covering  of  Straw. 

Chevalier.  I  admire  the  light  and  elegant  Form 
of  thofe  Bowers  that  fo  agreeably  terminate  the 
View  on  each  Side. 

Count.  Bowers  and  verdant  Flails  are  capable  of 
various  Embellifliments  ;  and  we  intermix  them 
with  the  Honey-Suckle,  the  Jeflemin,  the  Yoke- 
Elm,  the  Linden,  and  even  the  Fiver- Greens. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  pleafing  Retreats  had  formerly  a  melancholy  i 
mafiive  Air.  The  Stems  of  the  Plants  that  formed  1 
them  were  frequently  bare,  and  their  Sides  had  a  ' 
withered  Afped:,  becaufe  their  Vegetation  was  i 
checked  by  an  injudicious  Carefulnefs  to  cover  then!  1 
in  every  Part.  The  Prefent  Tafte  is  in  Favour  of 
Bowery  Works,  uncovered  at  the  Top  and  entirely  ' 
opened  on  the  Sides,  in  the  Form  of  Porticos,  of  * 
bending  Vaults,  fuftained  by  green  Columns  of  a  1 
delicate  Lightnefs  of  Shape.  We  may  there  enjoy 
a  more  falutary  Circulation  of  Air,  and  every  Part 
of  the  Verdure  isnourifhed  with  lefs  Difficulty,  be¬ 
caufe  the  free  PaflTage  of  the  Air  and  Sun-beams 
renders  the  Leaves  equally  ftrong  and  lively  both 
above  and  below. 

Chevalier,  The  lower  Parts  of  the  Palifades  are 
undoubtedly  disfigured  by  an  Excefs  of  Shade  and 
Scarcity  of  Air. 

Count,  Their  Height  fhould  never  equal  the 
Breadth  of  the  Alleys  they  border  ;  and  when  the 
Trees  that  frequently  crown  them  have  their  Tops 
cut  into  a  regular  Level,  and  are  every  where  dif- 
pofed  into  a  lightfome  Spread,  they  form  a  real 
Wall  of  Verdure,  whofe  Foundations  feem  to  be 
laid  in  the  Earth.  They  then  become  the  moft 
agreeable  Ornaments  of  Gardens,  and  regulate  their 
whole  Architeclure. 

Chevalier,  Is  the  fmall  Yoke- Elm  the  only  Tree 
capable  of  affuming  this  Figure  ? 

Count,  The  lofty  Palifades,  as  well  as  thofe  that 
are  Breaft-high,  may  be  formed  of  Lindens,  Elms, 
Beeches,  and  Hazels  -,  but  you  muft  only  em¬ 
ploy  one  Species  from  End  to  End  ;  becaufe  the 
Want  of  Fraternity  in  different  Sorts  of  Foliage 
is  difagreeable  to  the  Sight,  and  caufes  improper 
Vacancies.  The  leffer  Maple  has  one  Advantage,  . 
which  proves  a  commodious  Refource  in  Gardens 
already  formed,  and  where  fome  Reparation  may 
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I  be  neceffary  :  For  it  grows  in  the  Shade,  and  filk  a 
I  Vacuity  better  than  any  other  Plant.  However^ 

I  the  fmall  Yoke-Elm  undoubtedly  produces  a  more 
amiable  and  lading  Verdure. 

The  low  Palifades  may  be  made  of  Myr- 

I  tie,  Yew,  Laurel,  Privet,  Hawthorn,  and  even 
■;  Pomegranate-Lrees,  if  you  are  defirous  of  Magnh 

ficence. 

Chev,  A  Palifade  of  Pomegranate-Trees  muft 
j:  furely  feem  all  in  Flame  in  their  flowering  Seafon. 

Count.  If  we  have  any  Inclination  to  conceal  eh 
|i|  ther  the  Walls  or  Plots  of  Ground  that  are  ufelefs 
Hand  irregular,  or  not  much  favour’d  with  the 
:  Rays  of  the  Sun,  and  which  prefent  us  with  no 
ii  agreeable  Appearance,  we  may  form  a  Palifade^ 
il  or  fome  other  Figure,  of  thofe  Trees  that  thrive, 
'!  with  a  confiant  Verdure  in  the  coldeft  Places,  and 
!i  can  always  be  drawn  into  an  Extent  of  the  fined 

■  Tapeftry  over  each  unpleafing  View.  Such,  for  In- 

II  dance,  are  the  Yew,  the  ever-green  Privet,  the 

■  Rofin-Tree,  the  Cedar,  the  Green-oak,  the  Box, 

I  the  Holly  and  the  Ivy. 

The  Ever-Greens  may  likewife  be  employ’d  iri 
I  forming  thofe  Porticos  and  Palifades  that  are  to 
Y  bound  the  View  from  any  particular  Apartment  -, 

:  and  we  find  them  fo  very  agreeable,  that  their  Ver¬ 
dure  is  frequently  imitated  by  painted  Wood. 

Chevalier.  Thofe,  who  inclofe  their  Gardens  with 
an  Embellifhment  of  this  Nature,  have  no  Caufe  to 
be  apprehenfive  of  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf. 

Count.  Every  Perfon  has  a  particular  Tade,  and 
nothing  ought  to  be  more  unconfined.  But  when 
we  enter  a  Garden  we  naturally  expedl  to  find  a 
real  Verdure  *,  as  when  we  vifit  a  Library,  we  don’t 
fuppofe  we  fhall  be  entertained  with  painted  Books. 

Chevalier.  If  your  Lordfhip  thinks  the  Porticos 
of  colour’d  Wood  unfurnifh’d  with  Leaves  fo  im* 
proper,  what  is  your  Opinion  of  thofe  Perfons  who 

VoL.  II,  G  crowd 
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crowd  their  Gardens  with  Marble,  and  a  Variety  of 
gilded  Gaities  ? 

CounL  Thofe  Ornaments  may  poffibly  be  very 
fine,  but  1  am  not  certain  whether  they  fuit  with 
fuch  a  Situation.  The  Tafte,  perhaps,  in  Italy 
and  France  prevails  too  much  in  Favour  of  empty 
Vafes,  uninftru6tive  Statues,  and  Columns  without 
Architrave.  But  all  thefe  infignificant  Pieces  are 
ftill  lefs  valuable  when  they  are  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  that  natural  Verdure  which  fo  delights  our 
View,  and  is  the  chief  Subje6l  of  our  Curiofity  in 
a  Garden  ;  and  I  am  as  little  defirous  of  meeting 
with  Marble  Sculptures,  Porticos  and  Colonades 
in  fuch  a  Place,  as  I  am  to  fee  a  Parterre  of  Turf 
in  the  Area  to  an  Apartment,  or  a  branching  Alley 
of  Trees  in  a  Gallery. 

Chevalier,  I  have  been  fometimes  told  that  a 
Garden  is  an  Imitation  of  Nature  ;  that  the  Alleys 
and  Parterre  refemble  the  Plains  ;  that  the  Ter- 
raffes  reprefenc  the  Mountains  *,  and  that  Rills  and 
Fountains  correfpond  with  the  Sources  of  Rivers. 
That  we  are  likewife  permitted  to  blend  fome  Em- 
bellifhments  with  our  Imitations,  as  an  Alley  is 
more  agreeable  than  a  large  Road,  a  Terrafs  feems 
better  difpofed  than  the  Slope  of  a  Mountain  ;  and 
a  Cafcade  flows  more  refrefhing  to  the  Sight  than 
a  Stream  that  guflies  from  a  naked  Rock. 

Count,  Thefe  Sentiments  are  very  juft  -,  but  you  | 
muft  permit  me  to  obferve  to  you,  that  a  Garden  i 
is  not  fo  much  an  Imitation  of  Nature,  as  it  is  Na-  I 
ture  it  felf  prefented  to  us  in  a  near  View,  and  ad-  i 
jufted  by  the  Aids  of  Art.  I  have  an  Inclination  | 
for  Inflance  to  take  the  Air,  and  am  accommo-  i 
dated  for  that  Purpofe  with  a  little  Plain  and  a  | 
Length  of  open  Alleys.  I  am  difpofed  to  view  the 
Produdions  of  Nature  for  fome  Moments,  and 
am  accordingly  regaled  with  a  Growth  of  Flowers  ! 
and  Plants  rifing  before  me,  and  ranged  in  fuch  a  | 
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Manner,  that  the  Profpefl  of  the  one  is  not  inter¬ 
cepted  by  the  Appearance  of  the  other.  I  vvifh,  to 
vary  the  Point  of  Sight,  to  be  cover’d  from  the 
Wind  and  to  enjoy  a  ferene  Solitude,  without  ex¬ 
cluding  others  from  the  Ufe  of  my  Garden.  The 
Terraffes  afford  me  all  thefe  different  Advantages  : 
Shade  and  Frefhnefs  are  equally  defirable,  and  I 
am  fupplied  with  thpfe  gratifying  Pleafures,  by 
improving  the  other  Pieces  v/ith  a  beautiful  Thicket 
and  a  limpid  Flow  of  Water.  The  Art  which 
forms  our  Gardens  does  not  confifl  in  counterfeiting 
thofe  Objeds,  or  amufing  me  with  a  vain  Perfpec- 
tive  *,  a  Succeffion  of  Arcades  in  green  Boards  ; 
the  View  of  a  Hall  incrufted  with  Marble,  or  the 
Sight  of  fome  Naid  reclining  on  her  Urn  with  a 
graceful  Air,  and  on  the  Verge  of  a  Bafon  perpe¬ 
tually  dry.  The  meritorious  Effed  of  Art,  is  to 
affemble  the  Water  and  Verdure  in  Reality,  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  my  Walking,  and  flicker  me  from  injurious 
Airs.  Art  therefore  is  not  the  Imitation  but  the  Ar¬ 
rangement  of  Nature,  and  borrows  from  her  alone, 
each  Pleafure  it  prefents  to  my  View. 

But  let  us  render  all  due  Juftice  to  Art,  fince  it 
difpenfes  a  graceful  Symmetry  to  its  Affemblage  of 
natural  Produdions.  A  curious  Proprietor  of  a 
Trad  of  Ground,  is  frequently  obliged  to  form  a 
Garden  out  of  a  Plot  of  Land  whofe  Length  is 
greatly  difproportion’d  to  its  Breadth  ;  but  all  the 
Irregularity  of  that  Figure  is  redihed  with  the  greateft 
Eafe,  He  divides  the  Whole  into  three  oblong 
Squares  -,  the  firft  of  which  he  forms  into  an  agree¬ 
able  Parterre,  and  difpofes  the  lafi:  into  a  hne  O- 
litory.  The  middle  Compartment  he  appropri¬ 
ates  to  a  Grove,  which,  by  rifing  between  the 
Divifions  in  each  Extremity,  breaks  the  V iew  of 
that  difàgreeablé  Length.  The  Grove  is  traverLd 
from  Angle  to ‘Angle,  by  Trads  form’d  like  Sc. 
Andrew^  Crofs  :  Its  Infide  is  cmbellifldd  with  a 
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verdant  Hall  and  its  outward  Ornaments,  are  two 
bowery  Cabinets  or  green  Niches,  one  of  which 
fronts  the  Parterre,  and  the  other  is  oppofite  to  the 
Olitory  :  The  whole  Profpedl  has  an  Air  of  Pro¬ 
portion  -,  and  two  Alleys,  by  running  parallel 
with  the  Walls  through  their  whole  Extent,  form 
long  Walks  and  a  free  Communication  with  three 
different  Gardens. 

Another  Perfon  pofTeffes  a  more  fpacious  Plot, 
but  triangular  in  its  Form,  or  perhaps  more  irre¬ 
gular.  This  he  diftributes  into  different  Divifions, 
which  are  render’d  agreeable  by  their  peculiar  Beau¬ 
ties  and  correfponding  Air.  His  Parterre  will  be 
border’d  with  two  large  Palifades,  one  of  which 
will  form  the  outward  Bound  of  a  fpacious  Wood, 
interfedled  with  a  Variety  of  Alleys  -,  the  other, 
by  being  crown’d  with  Trees  of  equal  Loftinefs, 
feems  to  prefent  us  with  a  fécond  Thicket,  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Tafte  -,  and  we  imagine  it  to  be  equally  ex- 
tenfive  with  the  other,  though  in  Reality,  it  is  no 
more  than  a  Range  of  Verdure  without  Depth, 
whofe  Fun(5lion  is  to  fhroud  a  Wall  that  limits  the 
Plot  in  that  particular  Place.  Art,  therefore,  not 
only  enlarges  an  Extent  of  Ground,  but  unites  the 
moft  diffimilar  Parts  by  elegant  Connexions,  and 
conceals  their  natural  Irregularity  by  the  confiant 
Appearance  of  Symmetry.  The  extreme  Parts 
of  the  Garden,  that  feem  loft  behind  thefe  regular 
Lines,  are  capable  of  being  form’d  into  Orchards, 
Nurferies,  Plantations  of  Fig-Trees,  and  Beds  for 
Melons. 

It  undoubtedly  requires  no  common  Dexterity 
or  Thought  to  complete  all  the  beautiful  Divifions 
of  a  Garden  in  Detail  :  To  fmooth  one  Part,  for 
Inftance,  into  a  Level  ;  to  link  another  into  fuch  a 
gentle  Declivity  as  will  afford  a  trickling  Flow  to 
Rains,  without  rendering  the  Walk  incommodious  ; 
to  trace  out  the  due  Dimenfions  of  a  Parterre  ;  to 
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fpread  a  uniform  Surface  of  Turf  ;  to  conduâ:  the 
Paflàge  of  a  Stream  ;  to  extend  the  Alleys  in  ftraight 
Lines  ;  to  round  the  Arbourets  ;  to  ftrike  Villas 
through  a  Wood,  and  improve  the  Profpe6l  all  a- 
round.  But  the  great  Secret  of  Art  confifts  in  a 
true  Tafte  of  Nature,  and  a  Capacity  to  improve 
her  Gifts,  and  render  the  Whole  agreeable  and  en¬ 
gaging  by  a  juft  Difpofition  of  the  Parts. 

A  fmall  Plot  of  Ground  admits  of  nothing  more 
than  a  Simplicity  of  Defign  and  a  Propriety  in  the 
Execution  :  But  when  the  Extent  of  Land  is  very 
fpacious,  and  breaks  into  a  Number  of  Inequalities, 
a  great  Genius  will  improve  the  Whole,  and  can 
even  caufe  the  Irregularities  of  Situation  to  diffufe 
an  Air  of  Novelty  in  every  Part,  and  prevent  the 
Appearance  of  a  difagreeable  Uniformity.  He  will 
not  fuffer  the  whole  Extent  of  his  Garden  to  be  la- 
vilh’d  in  one  View,  but  will  exhibit  for  the  firft 
Objedl,  a  large  Compartment  richly  array’d  with 
Flowers,  and  improved  by  fine  Pieces  of  Water, 
and  (lately  Trees,  and  ending  in  a  Diftribution  of 
Bowers  of  Palifades.  The  Spe6lator*s  Eye  is  fatis- 
fied  with  this  Profpedl,  and  requires  nothing  more  : 
But  he  is  afterward  agreeably  furprized,  when  he 
finds  the  objeds,  which  he  imagined  to  be  the 
Boundaries  of  his  View,  are  fo  many  Openings 
into  a  new  Order  of  Beauties. 

The  full  Profped  of  the  adjoining  Country  is 
likewife  conceal’d  from  him  at  his  firft  Entrance 
into  the  Garden,  and  he  is  only  permitted  to  fee 
one  Part  of  it  as  it  were  by  ftealth.  You  have 
here  for  Inftance,  a  rural  View  through  the  long 
Villa  that  fronts  the  Parterre,  and  the  Profpedl  is 
more  extenfive  at  the  End  of  that  crofs  Alley,  ter¬ 
minated  by  a  Palifade  breaft  high,  and  which  has 
been  lower’d  in  that  Manner  to  unite  the  Garden 
with  the  outward  Avenue  to  which  it  correfponds. 

G  3  The 


$6  Dialogue  IV. 

The  Palifades  and  Groves  are .  not  fufferM  to  rife 
to  fuch  a  Height  as  would  intercept  the  Profpecl: 
of  the  neighbouring  P‘lain, and  Mountains  from  the 
upper  Apartments.  This  View  is  render’d  more 
agreeable  by  its  not  being  unfolded  when  you  en-^ 
ter  the  Garden  ;  and  indeed  it  is  a  confiderable  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  our  artificial  Spots  of  Ground,  when  we 
have  no  Opportunity  of  comparing  them,  in  un¬ 
limited  Freedom  with  the  magnificent  Garden  of 
Nature,  which  would  Cstufe  ours  to  fbrink  from 
our  View.  It  is  certainly  much  more  pleafing  to 
be  furprized  with  the  Expanfe  of  an  unbounded 
Plain,  when  you  come  to  the  Edge  of  a  Grove 
or  the  Turn  of  a  Palifade.  You  may  perceive  the 
Effedt  of  fuch  a  Difpofition,  when  we  pafs  behind 
that  Arbour  in  order  to  feat  ourfelves  on  the  Ter- 
rafs  which  rifes  on  the  other  Side. 

Chevalier,  It  feems  as  if  fome  Perfons  had  un-, 
drawn  a  Curtain  that  conceal’d  the  Heavens  and  the 
Landfeape  from  our  View. 

Count,  We  may  diverfify  the  Profpedl  as  much 
as  poffible  by  palling  from  one  Djvifion  of  the  Gar¬ 
dens  to  another  :  New  Taftes  and  new  Charadters 
may  rife  before  us.  One  Part  prefents  us  with  an 
Air  of  Grandeur  ;  another  has  a  more  fprightly 
Appearance  :  In  this  Place  a  Star  fhoots  out  its 
verdant  Rays,  and  leaves  us  uncertain  of  the  Track 
we  ought  to  take  through  the  Wood.  That 
opening  Hollow  is  cover’d  with  a  long  green  Car¬ 
pet  and  refembles  the  inverted  Roof  of  a  Coach. 
The  Arcades  of  Lindens  that  border  it  *,  the  Vafes 
of  Flowers  that  adorn  thofe  Arcades  ;  the  fragrant 
Frefhnefs  we  there  enjoy  ;  the  free  Circulation  of 
the  Gales  ;  the  Melody  of  innumerable  Birds,  who 
warble  in  the  Branches  of  that  Retreat,  every  Cir- 
cumfiance  attradfs  your  Attention,  and  tempts  you 
to  continue  in  that  delicious  Verdure.  Another 
Portion  of  the  Garden  glooms  with  a  folitary  fa- 
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vage  Air,  and  qualifies  the  Mind  for  the  Sedatenefs 
of  Contemplation.  In  that  Quarter  every  folemn 
Thought  is  diffipated,  and  the  Eye  wanders  over 
the  adjacent  Cots  and  Hamlets.  An  unfertile  Spot 
that  refounds  with  the  northern  Blafts,  may  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  Grotto,  where  we  may  retire  from  the 
Heat  and  be  accommodated  with  a  reviving  Cool- 
nefs.  An  Eminence  of  difficult  Accefs  is  afcendi- 
ble  by  a  long  Flight  of  eafy  Steps  cut  in  the  Earth, 
and  which  condu6t  us  to  fuch  a  delightful  Point  of 
View  as  makes  us  reproach  ourfelves  for  not  ob- 
ferving  it  fooner.  When  we  thus  can  regulate  all 
Plots  and  Situations  in  a  judicious  Manner,  and  are 
able  to  complete  each  Object  by  Nature’s  Model  ; 
we  may  diverfify  her  Afpedls  and  multiply  her 
Beauties  :  We  may  then  ftrike  out  open  Walks,  and 
cover  ourfelves  with  arching  Shades,  agreeably  to 
the  different  Seafons  and  Changes  of  Weather  *,  and 
if  the  Day  happens  not  to  be  rainy,  we  may  be  al¬ 
ways  fure  of  enjoying  the  Benefit  of  a  pleafing  Air, 
without  being  incommoded  by  the  Severity  of  the 
Winds  or  Sun.  Wc  fhall  be  gratified  by  thefe  Pre¬ 
cautions  with  all  the  amiable  Stores  of  Nature,  and 
a  fingle  Turn  in  the  Garden  is  a  little  Journey, 
which  we  always  finifh  with  Satisfadtion,  and  find 
k  a  falutary  Exercife. 
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Dialogue  V- 
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Kitchen-Garden, 

IN  PARTICULAR. 


Dialogue  V. 


The  Prior.  The  Chevalier, 


Trior, 


Rcnati  Rapi- 
hi  Honor  1.4. 
jacobi  Vani- 
er1i  Prædium 
KuHicum, 


O  W  came  you,  Sir,  to  en^ 
tertain  a  Thought  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  agreeable  Colledion 
you  have  mention’d  ? 
Chevalier.  I  ov^^e  it  entirely 


to  you,  Sir  5  for  when  I  was  lafb  in  this 


Place  you  advifed  me  to  read  the  Geor¬ 
gies  of  Virgil.,  and  after  that  the  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Rapin,  and  Variere^s  Farm^ 
v/hich  I  have  accordingly  done. 

Prior, 
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Prior,  I  need  not  ask  you  then  if  you  are  be¬ 
come  an  Advocate  for  a  Country  Life. 

Chevalier,  One  is  certainly  tempted  to  withdraw 
from  Cities  after  reading  thofe  Authors,  and  their 
three  Poems  have  inchanted  me  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  I  have  had  them  all  bound  in  this  fingle  Vo¬ 
lume,  which  I  call  my  rural  Library. 

Prior,  If  we  except  fome  Fables,  in  which  Fa¬ 
ther  Rapin  has  revived  the  Gods  and  Language  of 
the  Pagans,  without  any  NecefTity  for  that  Proceed¬ 
ing,  fince  the  Fidlion  is  not  productive  of  any  ufeful 
Truth,  thefe  three  Works  may  be  read  with  perpe¬ 
tual  Pleafure  and  Improvement.  I  am  fenfible 
that  the  Publick  alone  has  a  Right  to  decide  whe¬ 
ther  the  Gardens  and  the  Farm  are  worthy  to  be 
confider’d  as  the  fécond  and  third  Parts  of  the 
Georgies  *,  but  I  intend  to  imitate  your  Example, 
and  join  them  together  with  one  common  Title, 
which  fhall  be  the  very  fame  that  you  have  fug- 
gefted  to  me. 

Chevalier,  But  may  we  not  enlarge  this  Library 
a  little  ? 

Prior.  Nothing  prevents  us  from  increafing  it 
with  feveral  PafTages  out  of  Cato^  Cicero  Ho¬ 
race  f,  and  Pliny  ||  the  Naturalift  *,  who  prefent 
us  with  the  fineft  Images  of  Husbandry,  and  a  ru¬ 
ral  Life. 

Chevalier.  Let  us  not  forget  the  two  Villas  of 
Pliny  the  younger  §,  I  have  lately  vifited  all  their 
Apartments  and  Gardens  with  abundance  of  Plea¬ 
fure,  and  with  Monfieur  Felihien  for  my  Guide. 

Prior.  The  Works  we  have  mentioned  are 
fome  of  the  fineft  and  moft  delicate  in  the  Latin 
Tongue. 

Chevalier, 

*  Cicer.  de  Sened, 

f  II.  Sat.  6.  &  I.  Epift.  10.  14.  16. 

11  Hill.  nat.  1.  18.  cap.  2. 

§  Plin.  jun.  Laurentinum,  1.  2.  Ep.  17.  &  Thufei  Î.  5.  Ep.  6, 
Vide  Les  Maifons  de  Pline,  par  Felibien. 


Dialogue  V. 


Chevdlier,  I  fancy  we  may  be  furnifh’d  with  a 
Colle61:ion  of  this  Nature  from  the  French, 

Prior,  i  can  affure  you,  Sir,  that  our  Tongue 
or  at  ieafl  our  French  Poetry,  has  not  any  Work 
of  Tafte  that  deferwes  to  be  ranked  in  your  Plan. 

Chevalier.  I  am  extremely  furprized  at  that,  fince 
the  Subjed  is  fo  fine  that  k  is  impofiible  for  Poe¬ 
try  to  expatiate  in  a  more  delightful  Field. 

Prior.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  Subject  worthy  of  the 
greatefl:  Mafters.  Husbandry  in  particular  his 
been  uiiattempted  as  yet,  and  we  have  not  one 
French  Poet  who  has  ftruck  out  the  leaft  Sketch  of 
k  ;  thoug^h  it  would  certainly  furnifh  a  happy  Ge¬ 
nius  with  the  nioft  effectuai  Means  of  pleafing  every 
Reader. 

Pray  inform  me.  Sir,  as  we  are  walking  toward 
the  iCkchem Garden,  whence  proceeds  the  fingular 
Delight  you  experience  in  reading  thole  amiable 
Writers  that  compote  your  little  Colledion  ?  I  am 
fenfible  their  Latin  is  pure  and  their  Paintings  re- 
prefent  Realities  *,  but  they  lhare  thefe  Qualifications 
in  common  with  other  Authors  :  Why  then  are 
they  more  agreeable  to  you  than  all  the  reft  ? 

Chevalier  The  Plea  fare  they  afford  me  pro¬ 
ceeds  undoubtedly  from  their  Choice  of  rural  Ob- 
jedls. 

Prior.  I  am  of  the  fame  Opinion,  and  we  may 
eafily  forefee  they  will  always  be  read,  becaufe  their 
Subject  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  Viciffitude  of  Years 
or  the  Caprice  of  Taftes.  We  are  generally  born 
Gardeners,  and  our  firft  Inclinations  tend  to  the 
Culture  of  Fruits  and  Flowers.  We  are  divided 
with  Refped  to  all  other  Articles,  and  our  Tafte 
for  Husbandry  is  the  only  Difpofition  that  re-unites 
cU3.  Whatever  Difference  the  Neceffities  of  Life  or 
the  Cuftoms  of  Society  may  create  in  our  ufual 
Employments,  we  always  remember  our  original 
State.  Man,  in  his  firft  Innocence  was  deftined 
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to  cultivate  the  Earth  ;  and  we  have  not  loft  the 
Idea  of  our  ancient  Nobility  ;  Every  other  Con¬ 
dition  of  Life  feems  to  fubjeâ  or  degrade  us  *,  but 
whenever  we  difengage  ourfelves  from  our  common 
Occupations,  and  can  breathe  in  Freedom  for  a  few 
Moments,  we  are  fenfible  of  a  fecret  Propenfity  to 
Gardening.  The  Merchant  thinks  himfelf  happy 
when  he  has  an  Opportunity  of  paffing  from  his 
Compting-Houfe  to  his  Flowers.  The  Mechanic, 
whom  rigid  Neceffity  always  fixes  to  the  fame 
Place,  adorns  his  Window  with  a  Box  of  Verdure. 
The  military  Man  and  the  Magiftrate  are  equally 
folicitous  for  a  Country  Life,  and  retire  for  fome 
Months  at  leaft  in  each  Year,  from  the  Court,  the 
City  and  the  Hurry  of  Affairs,  to  enjoy  the  Charms 
of  their  rural  Eftates.  Gardening  is  then  their  fa¬ 
vourite  Language,  and  the  Generality  of  them  are 
emulous  to  underftand  its  fineft  Operations.  In  a 
Word,  the  Cultivation  of  a  Garden  is  only  difre- 
lifh’d  by  a  falfe  Tafte  and  a  depraved  Delicacy  of 
Thought. 

Men  of  the  fineft  Genius  and  moft  exalted  Sta¬ 
tions,  have  diftinguifh’d  themfelves  in  all  Ages  by 
a  remarkable  Inclination  to  the  Culture  of  the  Earth. 
This  Inclination  is  even  now  confider’d  as  the  Pane¬ 
gyric  oi  Solomon^  King  Uzziah^  the  younger  Cyrus^ 
Fabncius^  Hieroy  the  Emperor  Prohus^ 

Charles  the  fifth  and  Lewis  the  fourteenth. 

Chevalier,  I  know  that  Lewis  the  fourteenth 
caufed  the  Gardens  of  Verfailles  to  be  form’d  from 
the  Defigns  of  Monfieur  Le  Notre but  did  not 
imagine  he  ever  made  Gardening  his  particular  A- 
mufement. 

Prior,  When  he  had  been  converfing  for  fome 
Time  with  Marfhal  Furenne  or  Monfieur  Colbert^ 
he  entertain’d  himfelf  with  Monfieur  àe  la  F^uintinie  : 
and  frequently  took  à  Pleafure  in  fhaping  a  Tree 
with  his  own  Hands,  I  Ihali  not  tell  you  that  the 

Earth 
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Earth  was  confcious  of  the  Honour  of  being  culti- 
rated  by  Hands  accuftomed  to  a  Sceptre  :  But  you 
will  readily  acknowledge  that  a  Plant  could  not 
fail  of  Succefs,  when  it  was  govern’d  by  the  fame 
Prudence  that  conduced  the  State.  We  may  even 
fay,  that  every  Thing  is  more  profperous  under  the 
Hands  of  Heroes  becaufe  they  devote  more  Care 
and  Precaution  to  the  Management  of  each  Particu¬ 
lar  they  undertake.  We  are  now  arrived  at  the 
Kitchen- Garden,  let  us  walk  in. 

Chevalier,  This  is  the  firft  Vifit  it  has  received 
from  me  this  Seafon,  What  a  Scene  of  Order  and 
Elegancy  is  here  ! 

Prior,  It  is  a  real  Republick  in  every  Particular. 
VI  skilful  Hand  has  parceled  out  all  the  Land,  and 
afîèmbled  a  whole  People  of  Plants,  affigning  to 
each  its  proper  Dwelling  and  Situation.  Thofe 
Families,  that  are  fprung  from  the  fame  Original, 
are  lodged  apart  in  diftindl  Cantons,  and  form  as 
many  different  Communities.  Their  Multitude  ne¬ 
ver  creates  any  Confufion  here  :  and  you  may  ob- 
ferve  a  general  Propriety  and  Regulation  diffufed 
thro’  the  Whole. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  Citizens  of  this  State 
from  being  injurious  to  each  other  ;  and  that  the 
Great-ones  may  not  impoverifh  their  Inferiors,  by 
cngroffing  the  nutrimental  Juices  of  the  Earth  to 
themfelves  ;  the  fmaller  Plants  have  fuch  a  Portion 
of  Ground  allotted  to  them  as  fuffices  for  their 
Support,  and  at  a  proper  Diftance  from  thofe  T rees 
which  demand  a  copious  Suftenance,  and  mufl:  be 
lodged  more  at  large.  Or  if  they  fometimes  ap¬ 
proach  each  other,  and  are  obliged  to  live  toge¬ 
ther  in  one  Society,  the  ftrongeft  Trees  are  then 
curbed  by  fuch  fevere  Laws  as  render  them  inca¬ 
pable  of  being  injurious  to  the  leaft  Species  of 

*  Plin.  HiH.  nat.  I.  i8.  c.  2. 
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Puîfe  ;  and  the  vigilant  Care  of  a  good  Govern¬ 
ment  caufes  the  whole  Tribe  to  flourifh  in  perfeâ: 
Harmony  with  each  other. 

Chevalier,  I  not  only  admire  the  Or-  Beauty 

der  I  here  difcover,  but  am  equally  of  a  Kitchen- 
affeded  with  the  Beauty  that  appears  in  Garden, 
every  Part. 

Prior,  It  is  the  Order  itfelf  which  conftitutes  that 
Beauty. 

Chevalier,  I  obferve  that  the  Efpaliers  which  co¬ 
ver  the  Walls  rife  exadlly  to  the  fame  Height,  and 
not  a  fingle  Leaf  is  permitted  to  advance  aboVe 
another. 

Prior.  One  would  be  apt  to  take  them  at  the  firft 
View,  for  a  Set  of  fine  Tapeftry. 

Chevalier.  Thofe  Bufhes  that  edge  the  Squares 
are  form’d  in  the  utmoft  Perfedlion. 

Prior.  They  are  fo  many  natural  Vafes  that  em- 
bellilh  thofe  Alleys,  and  are  infinitely  more  ami¬ 
able  than  fuch  as  are  form’d  out  of  Marble  and 
gilded  Metals. 

Chevalier.  Wherever  I  direct  my  View,  either 
thro’  the  Alleys  or  over  the  Beds  of  Herbage,  I 
obferve  a  regular  Extent  and  a  perfedl  Symmetry, 
and  am  not  able  to  determine  whether  I  ought  to 
give  the  Preference  to  the  Parterre  or  the  Oli- 
tory,  even  with  Refpedt  to  the  Charms  of  Pro- 
fpe6t.  This  is  a  Point,  Sir,  which  I  leave  to  your 
Decifion. 

Prior.  The  Parterre,  indeed,  is  more  lively  and 
dazling  at  the  firft  View,  but  the  Olitory  will 
attradt  the  Spedlator’s  Eye  for  a  longer  Time 
and  create  more  Satisfadlion  in  his  Mind.  A  Par¬ 
terre  is  a  Beauty  that  feems  a  little  too  much  ad- 
jufted  by  Art,  and  its  Anxioufnefs  to  pleafe  is 
render’d  too  apparent  *,  but  this  Foible  is  excufablc 
in  a  Parterre,  which  is  only  form’d  to  amufe  us 
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with  a  tranfient  Pleafure.  The  Graces  of  an  Oli- 


tory  have  more  Reality  and  a  much  eafier  Air,  and 
befide  the  Softnefs  of  its  Colours  with  the  Symmetry 
and  Grandeur  of  its  Appearance,  it  enjoys  two 
Qualities  that  are  ftill  more  valuable  :  I  mean  an  ex¬ 
treme  Simplicity  and  a  very  extraordinary  UfefiiP 
nefs.  Simplicity  is  the  right  Adjuftment  of  the  A- 
miable,  and  exhibits  it  in  its  full  Merit;  and  all 
the  World  allows  Ufefulnefs  to  be  the  completeft 
Inftance  of  Perfedion. 

Chevalier.  Is  this  Simplicity  fo  great  as  you  re- 
prefent  it,  lince  I  obferve  it  to  be  intermix’d  with 
a  Variety  of  Flowers? 

Prior.  It  is  fo  indeed  ;  but  they  don’t  owe  their 
Arrangement  either  to  Art  or  Study.  No  parti- 
tkular  Cate  has  been  taken  to  plant  them  where  they 
now  make  their  Appearance,  and  they  prefent 
thertifelvC^  to  our  View  in  a  fpontaneous  Bloom. 
They  refemble  thofe  Graces  of  Youth  which  Na¬ 
ture  is  induftrious  to  embellifh,  and  we  are  no  lon¬ 
ger  touch’d  with  any  Agreeablenefs  than  while  the 
Solicitude  to  difelofe  it  ceafes  to  be  apparent. 

Chevalier.  The  Competition  in  this  Particular  is 
to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Parterre  ;  but  if  the 
Kitchen-Garden  triumphs  in  the  Month  of  May^ 
what  niay  we  not  exped  from  it  in  Septe?nher  ? 

Prior,  I  ani  not  for  limiting  its  Merit  to  the 
Flowers  of  Spring  nor  the  Fruits  of 
TheFertihty  Autumn,  fince  it  enriches  its  Mafter 

Ga^rderi.^  Prefents  through  the  whole 

Couffe  of  the  Year. 

Themoft  falutary  of  thofe  Prod  udions,  with  which 
the  Earth  arrays  its  Hills  and  Plains  and  Valleys, 
may  be  affembled  in  an  Olitory  for  the  life 
of  Man.  This  is  his  great  Magazine  of  Sulle- 
Oance",  Remedies  and  Amufements.  There  does 
hé  daily  gather  the  verdant  Produce  of  the  Sea- 
foil,  and  is  able  to  diftinguilh  the  firft  Rudi¬ 
ments 
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ments  and  improving  Growth  of  thofe  Gifts  th^ 
will  afterward  rik  to  his;  Hand  ;  by  which  Means 
he  enjoys  at  the  fame  Time  the  prefent  Plenty, 
and  the  Promife  of  a  future  Fertility,  It  rrïuff  de¬ 
light  him  beyond  ExprelTion,  tO’  vifit-  a  Place 
where  every  Objeâ:  tenders  him  feme  agreeable 
Prefent,  and  feems  kindly  feduloiis  to  fupply  his 
Wants,  and  regale  his  Tàfte,  with  all  the  Varieties 
he  can  defire. 

Vineyards  and  arable  Lands  prefent  us  with  their 
Produ6i:ions  but  once  a  Year,  and  then  remain  un» 
adtive  for  feveral  Months  v  nay,  a.'  whole  Year’s  Re- 
pofe  is  often  neceflary  to  recruit  their  exhaufted  Vi¬ 
gour.  The  Kitchen- Garden,  on  the  contrary,  pre- 
fents  us  with  a  fpeedy  Succeflion  of  new  Crops,  and 
continues  its  Liberalities  even  in  the  W inter- Seafon, 
by  Teeming  to  referve  for  that  particular  Portion  of 
the  Year,  thofe  Fruits  and  vegetable  Food  which 
may  be  kept  for  a  confiderable  Time,  that  fo  we 
may  always  enjoy  its  Favours,  even  when  the  fe- 
vereft  Froft  has  lock’d  up  its  Treafures,  and  in¬ 
terrupted  the  Courfe  of  its  Services. 

Chevalier.  You  aferibe  the  fined  Intentions  in 
the  World  to  this  Sort  of  Garden  :  and  its  Pro- 
dudlions  are  really  attended  with  fuch  Circum- 
ftances  as  feem  to  refult  from  thofe  very  Inten¬ 
tions. 

Prior.  The  Intentions  to  fupply  us  with  Fruits 
and  Flerbage  at  regular  Seafons,  and 
in  proper  Quantities,  are  undeniable  Tlie^SuccefTi- 

Realities,  and  you  know  where  they  all 
refide.  The  Author  of  Nature  has  in¬ 
termix’d  a  wife  CEconomy  with  a  boundlcfs  Pro- 
fufion,  and  difpenfes  the  various  Kinds  of  Fruits 
and  Herbs  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  qualifies  them  to 
cover  our  Tables  through  every  Seafon  of  the  Year. 
He  caufes  them  to  fucceed  each  other  without  In¬ 
terruption  and  without  Confufion.  Inftead  of  la- 

vifhins: 
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vifhing  all  his  Liberalities  at  once,  and  to  fuch  a 
Degree  as  would  overwhelm  us  with  their  Luxu- 
riancy,  he  rather  choofes  to  render  them  grateful  ^ 
by  imparting  an  Air  of  Novelty  to  each  Species. 
His  Bounty  begins  with  the  Delicacy  of  red  Fruits, 
and  continues  to  fupply  us  from  Month  to  Month, 
or  rather  from  Week  to  Week,  with  new  Kinds, 
and  of  all  Qualities  and  Colours  ;  but  they  are  not 
prefervable  for  any  Length  of  Time,  becaufe  they 
are  foon  to  be  fucceeded  by  others.  He  referves 
for  the  levere  Seafon  thofe  Produdlions  that  ac¬ 
quire  a  firm  Confiftence,  and  when  the  Earth  is 
even  chill’d  with  Cold,  and  difcontinues  its  Ferti¬ 
lity,  the  Store-Room  where  the  Fruits  are  depo- 
fited  communicates  to  fome  Species  a  gradual  Ma¬ 
turity  which  the  Tree  refufed  them.  This  gra¬ 
cious  Precaution  fupplies  the  Winter  with  a  Har- 
veft  peculiar  to  it,  and  prefents  us  with  Fruits  that 
are  unknown  in  every  other  Seafon.  Thus  is  the 
Year  render’d  a  perpetual  Circle  of  Flowers  and 
Fruits,  Part  of  this  Circle  is  frequently  unadorned 
with  Flowers  ;  but  the  Fruits  never  leave  any  va¬ 
cant  Spaces.  You  may  demonftrate  this  Truth 
by  taking  a  particular  Survey  of  thofe  Produdlions 
that  grace  an  Olitory  in  a  regular  SuccelTion  ;  and 
you  will  be  fenfible  that  this  Liberality  is  never  in¬ 
terrupted. 

Chevalier.  Such  a  Garden  as  this  feems  to  be  a 
perpetual  Source  of  Accommodations. 

Prior,  It  is  certainly  an  Enjoyment  well  worth 
procuring,  and  nothing  is  more  confident  with  the 
prefent  Mode  than  a  fine  Olitory  :  Reafon  therefore 
may  fometimes  happen  to  correfpond  with  a  reign¬ 
ing  Fafhion. 

Chevalier,  We  have  a  Garden  intended  for  this 
Ufeatour  Country-Seat  *,  but  it  muft  be  laid  out  in 
fome  new  Manner,  becaufe  nothing  ever  thrives  in 
it.  Be  fo  good,  Sir,  as  to  let  me  know  whatDifpo- 

fition 
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fition  you  would  give  it,  were  the  Ground  yours. 
It  forms  a  very  fpacious  Square  ;  but  I  am  for 
fpreading  Deftruélion  through  the  whole,  and 
would  then  confign  it  to  your  Management  :  You 
may  extend  your  Lines,  and  plant  it  as  you  pleafe, 
Vand  have  full  liberty  to  alter  it  in  every  Particular, 
as  you  think  proper. 

Prior,  The  Plot  of  Ground  upon  which  yoil 
would  employ  me  may  perhaps  be  ufeful  in  any 
Form  but  a  Kitchen- Garden. 

Chevalier,  The  Architedl  thought  it  the  proper- 
eft  Spot  to  form  an  agreeable  Figure  with  the  reft  % 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to  apply  it  to  any  other 
Ufe. 

Prior,  When  a  proper  Situation  for  a  Kitchen^ 
Garden  is  to  be  chofen,  it  is  fometimes  faid,  that 
we  ought  rather  to  have  Recourfe  to  a  Gardener, 
than  to  an  Architeél,  left  the  Confideration  of 
mere  Symmetry  and  Commodioufnefs  of  Profpedt 
fhould  prove  an  Inducement  to  fix  on  a  Soil  that 
will  create  abundance  of  unavailing  Expence  to 
improve  it  into  Fertility,  fmce  all  the  Culture  and 
Induftry  you  can  employ  upon  it  may  perhaps 
be  incapable  of  changing  the  Malignity  of  its  Na¬ 
ture*  I  fuppofe  the  Plot  of  Land  which  you  have 
commiffioned  me  to  manage  as  I  pleafe,  is  not 
fo  intradlable  ;  and  I  will  now  give  you  the  pro¬ 
per  Idea  of  a  Kitchen- Garden,  which  can  never 
be  complete  without  thefe  five  different  Advan¬ 
tages.  A  good  Soil,  a  favourable  Afpedt,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Diftribution  of  the  Ground,  a  fufficient  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Water,  and  a  proper  Choice  of  Plants.  This 
is  a  very  copious  SubjeA,  and  we  vffli  referve  it, 
if  you  pleafe,  for  our  Entertainment  to-morrow. 
Let  us  therefore  finifh  our  Walk  at  prefent  when 
we  have  read  the  firft  Paffage  of  Vanieres  Farm, 
that  prefents  itfelf  to  our  View  when  we  open  the 
Book. 

VoL.  II,  H  Chevalier i 
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Chevalier.  I  perceive  he  is  your  favourite  Poet. 

Prior.  He  is  the  Author  who  gave  me  a  Re¬ 
link  for  reading  when  I  was  of  your  Age.  The 
firft  Ideas  that  create  agreeable  Imprelîions  in 
cur  Minds  are  always  moft  permanent,  and  af¬ 
ford  us  the  greateft  Pleafure  when  we  recoiled; 
them. 
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T'he  Prior.  Tthe  Chevalier. 


Chevalier, 


are  now  to  form  a  com- 
plete  Olitory,  and  muit 
therefore  unite  in  one  ^  Plot  a 
good  Soil,  a  favourable  Af- 
a  beautiful  Diftributi- 


X  y 

on,  a  Supply  of  Water,  and  a  proper  Choice  of 
Plants. 

Prior,  We  have  Liberty  to  make  the  Model  as 
perfeâ:  as  we  pleafe  in  our  Converfations,  and 
may  diftribute  all  our  Materials  to  the  belt  Ad¬ 
vantage. 

*  Inftruaion  de  M.  de  la  Quintinie.  The  Art  of  Hulbandry, 
by  J.  Mortimer. 
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The  Temperaments  of  Earth  in  general  may  be 
diftinguifhed  into  thefe  three  ClalTes  *, 
Sand,  Loam,  and  Clay.  Sand  is  a 
Colledion  of  folid,  ftony,  and  loofe  Particles,  of  a 
roundifh  Form,  and  almoft  incapable  of  any  Cohe- 
fion  with  each  other.  The  Parts  of  this  Earth  in 
Proportion  to  their  Enlargement  and  Variation  from 
a  globular  Figure  are  gradually  changed  into  Gra¬ 
vel,  or  a  Couch  of  Pebbles.  Thefe  different  ftony 
Soils  are  capable  of  receiving  Water,  Oil,  Salts, 
Fire,  Air,  and  all  the  Principles  of  Vegetation, 
into  their  Interflices  j  but  can  never  retain  them  for 
any  confiderable  Time,  fince  the  nutrimental  Mix¬ 
tures  Aide  through  the  Vacuities  as  eafily  as  they  at 
firfi:  filled  them.  The  Cultivation  therefore  of  this 
kind  of  Land  is  feldom  productive  of  any  fertile 
EffeCls. 

Pure  Earth,  on  the  contrary,  is  a 
mafs  of  little  Clods,  extremely  fine, 
and  probably  of  a  cubical  form,  qualified  for  an 
intimate  Conjunction  with  each  other,  and  for  con¬ 
tinuing  imbodied  in  that  manner.  When  the  Earth 
is  very  compaCt,  and  its  conftituent  Particles  are 
not  feparated  by  any  Cavities,  it  forms  Soils  of  Clay, 
Marl,  or  Chalk,  which  retain  the  Juices  they  re¬ 
ceive,  but  are  not  very  traClable  to  the  Impreffions 
of  Water,  Heat,  and  Air.  The  Fibres  of  Plants 
can  hardly  penetrate  thefe  Soils,  and  their  Culture 
is  rendered  very  difficult  j  I  may  venture  to  fay 
impraClicable. 

Loam,  or  that  Earth  which  is  a 
Medium  between  Sand  and  Clay,  is  a 
Powder  which  partakes  of  the  Pliancy  of  Sand  and 
the  Confiftence  of  pure  Earth,  and  may  be  called  a 
Compofition  of  minute  fupple  Maffes,  fomething 
fpungy  in  their  Nature,  and  eafily  difunited  by 
Labour.  They  readily  open  to  the  Influences  of 
the  Air,  and  are  very  retentive  of  what  they  re¬ 
ceive. 


Loam. 
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ceive.  Plants  can  Ihoot  their  Fibres  into  this 
Soil  without  any  Obftru6tion,  and  are  there  accom¬ 
modated  with  a  copious  Nourifhment. 

Chevalier.  Happy  is  that  Perfon  who  can  form 
his  Kitchen-Garden  in  a  Soil  of  this  Nature,  which 
preferves  a  Medium  between  compadl  and  light 
Earth.  But  how  can  we  know  whether  the  Land 
be  fuitable  for  our  Purpofe  ? 

Prior,  That  juft  Temperament  of  Soil,  which 
I  call  Loam,  is  manifefted  by  the  Pli-  Marks 
ancy  of  the  Parts  that  compofe  it,  and  of  a  good 
by  the  Vigour  of  its  Produdions.  Soil. 

But  we  too  often  meet  with  a  Difproportion  in  its 
Qualities  -,  and  this  Earth  of  an  intermediate  Na¬ 
ture  may  be  fandy,  in  feveral  Degrees,  without 
being  Sand  itfelf  *,  or  it  may  refemble  Marl,  with¬ 
out  having  any  real  Intermixture  of  that  Sub- 
ftance. 

Chevalier.  When  a  Soil  is  either  too  lean,  or 
too  compad,  are  there  no  Methods  of  redifying 
thofe  Defeds  ? 

Prior.  Our  Gardeners  endeavour  to  corred  them 
with  a  Variety  of  Manures,  by  which  I 
mean  thofe  Earths,  or  Compofts,  which 
they  fpread  over  their  Gardens  to  render  them 
fertile.  They  lay  Horfe-Dung,  which  is  light  and 
dry,  on  a  Soil  of  Mould,  whofe  little  Clods  are 
apt  to  imbody  with  each  other  -,  and  they  appro¬ 
priate  to  a  fandy  Soil  an  Intermixture  of  Cow^ 
Dung,  which  is  fat  and  binding.  They  endeavour 
by  thefe  Expedients  to  give  Confiftence  to  the  one, 
and  Raretadion  to  the  other  ;  which  is  a  very  ju¬ 
dicious  and  profitable  Proceeding. 

Thofe  Proprietors  of  Land  who  are  induftrious 
have  Recourfe  to  a  Method  ftill  more  efficacious 
and  durable  in  its  Efteds,  fince  it  ftrikes  at  the 
Caufe  of  the  Evil.  They  open  the  Ground  to  a 
certain  Depth,  either  in  their  Garden,  or  lome  ad- 
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joining  Spot,  and  endeavour  to  find  a  Bed  of  Earth 
entirely  different  in  its  Qualities  from  the  Land 
they  would  redlify.  They  intermix  and  thicken  a 
dry  and  landy  Soil  v»/ith  a  proper  Quantity  of 
Mould,  or  at  lead  with  a  marfhy  Earth,  which  is 
frequently  no  more  than  a  black  and  binding  Loam, 
But  they  open  and  difunite  a  Marley  Earth  by 
mixing  it  with  a  large  Quantity  either  of  River- 
Sand  or  of  that  which  is  found  in  Subterranean 
Veins  of  Gravel.  When  the  Earths  are  thus  blend¬ 
ed  together  they  are  thrown  into  Heaps  till  the 
different  Ingredients  have  had  Time  to  incorporate 
in  a  proper  manner.  The  Beams  of  the  Sun,  the 
Winds  and  Frofts,  together  with  the  confiant  AcIIt 
on  of  the  Air,  will  complete  the  Preparation  of 
the  whole,  and  we  may  then  plant  in  a  Soil  entirely 
new. 

But  as  we  acquire  our  Knowledge  by  very  imper- 
fedl  Degrees,  and  may  eafily  be  deceived  in  the 
Choice  of  a  Soil  which  appeared  to  us  fufficiently 
qualified  to  improve  our  own  Land,  it  will  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  make  the  firfi  Experiments  on  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  Earth,  till  we  are  fatisfied  by  very  ap¬ 
parent  Succefs,  that  our  Endeavours  to  meliorate 
the  whole  'will  not  be  ineffectual. 

As  lO  otlier  Circumftances,  wEether  you  intend 
to  fertilize  ail  the  Ground  of  your  Kitchen-Garden 
by  thel'  Intermixtures,  or  whether  you  limit  your 
Improvemeiits  to  fome  particular  Squares,  or  the 
Trenches  you  appropriate  to  your  Trees,  the  two 
effential  Points  are  your  permitting  the  blended 
Soils  to  lye  fallow  a  Year  at  leaft  before  you  be¬ 
gin  to  plant,  and  your  completing  the  Mixture, 
not  in  a  parcimonious  manner,  but  to  the  Depth  of 
three  or  four  Feet -,  otherwife  your  Trees  and  fe- 
veral  Species  even  of  your  Herbage  will  inevitably 
perifii  when  their  Roots  begin  to  penetrate  into 
another  Vein  of  Earth,  which  will  wound  them  by 

its 
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its  unpliant  Cohefion,  or  parch  them  up  by  its  Dri- 
nefs. 

Chevalier,  I  am  fenfible,  that  if  the  Soils  be  inter» 
mixed  to  the  Depth  you  have  mentioned,  the  good 
Qualities  of  the  one  will  reform  the  Imperfections 
of  the  other  :  But  furely  this  muft  occafion  a  dread- 
full  Expence. 

Prior,  If  the  Garden-Plot  be  very  extenfive,  the 
Attempt  will  certainly  prove  too  chargeable  -,  but 
there  are  other  Expedients  to  reCtify  part  of  its  De¬ 
fects  at  a  very  moderate  Coft.  If  the  Soil,  for  In- 
ftance,  be  grofs  and  difficult  to  be  moved,  or 
fpungy  to  an  extreme  Degree,  the  fquare  Com¬ 
partments  of  the  Garden  fhould  be  raifed  a  little 
toward  the  Middle,  and  funk  at  the  Extremities 
into  two  imperceptible  Slopes  *,  by  which  Means  the 
Water  that  would  chill  the  Beds,  were  it  to  remain 
upon  them  too  long,  flows  off  toward  the  Alleys, 
and  may  fink  into  fuch  a  Drain,  as  will  convey  it  to 
the  Ditch  that  bounds  the  Garden. 

When  the  Soil  happens  to  be  dry  and  porous, 
the  fquare  Beds  fhould  be  funk  a  little  lower  than  the 
Alleys,  or  it  may  be  fufficient  to  raife  the  Paths 
higher  than  the  Beds,  in  order  to  fecure  them  a  pro» 
per  Humidity  in  every  Part,  and  to  afford  the  Herbs 
and  Roots  the  Refrefhment  of  due  Waterings. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  Nature  of  the  Land, 
we  find  an  excellent  EffeCl  from  clearing  the  Alleys 
of  their  Snow  in  the  Winter-Seafon,  and  throwing 
it  on  the  Beds,  whofe  Fertility  is  greatly  improved 
by  this  Method. 

Chevalier,  Are  there  any  Soils  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  rendered  fruitful  ? 

Prior,  There  are  two  Sorts  which  it  would  be 
better  to  abandon  entirely,  than  rifk  the  Expence 
of  a  Kitchen-Garden  upon  them.  Thefe  are  the 
Stony  and  the  Chalky  Soils. 
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Next  to  the  Temperament  of  the  Earth,  which 
undoubtedly  merits  the  fiiil  Attention,  fince  it  is 
chiefly  conducive  to  the  Plenty  and  Flavour  of 
the  Produdions  of  an  Olitory,  no  Circumilance 
is  more  important  than  the  Situation  :  And  this 
may  properly  be  faid  to  be  good  when  it  fhel- 
ters  the  Garden  from  incommoding  Winds,  and 
jays  it  open  to  that  Afpeâ;  of  the  Sun  which  is 
moft  beneficial . 

Chevalier.  Are  not  all  Winds  injurious  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Violence?  How  then  are  their 
fatal  EfFedls  to  be  evaded  ? 

Prior.  We  at  leafl  fliould  endeavour  to  be  fheltercd 
from  thofe  that  are  mofl;  pernicious  ;  I  mean  the 
Northern  Blalfs,  or  thofe  of  the  North-JVeft.>  and 
all  tempeftuous  Winds.  We  may  fay  of  the  firft 
of  thefe  what  the  Scripture  declares  with  Relation 
to  a  victorious  People  whom  God  in  his  Wrath 
caufed  to  march  forth  :  ^  The  Land  is  as  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Eden  before  them.,  and  behind  them  a  defo- 
late  Wildernefs.  The  Country  was  a  verdant  Para- 
dife  before  their  Approach  *,  but  was  rendred  a 
dreary  Defert  by  their  PafTage  through  it.  The 
Breath  of  the  North- Weft  is  not  fo  deftruClivc 
as  that  of  the  North-Eaft  Wind,  but  it  checks  eve¬ 
ry  Plant  that  begins  to  bloom,  and  its  Difcontinu- 
ance  is  frequently  preceded  by  a  Tempefl;  of  Plail, 
which  in  a  few  Moments  lays  wafte  all  the  luxuriant 
Promifes  of  the  Spring. 

Though  thefe  two  VVinds  are  commonly  the  mofl: 
malignant  of  all,  yet  there  are  others  to  be  dreaded 
44  çvery  Situation  we  can  poffibly  choofe  :  We 
ought  therefore  to  confider  thofe  particular  Quar- 
f:ers  which  are  productive  of  the  mofl:  dangerous 
Blafts  ;  and  efpecially  the  Quarters  which  engender 
fueh  Storms  as  ftrip  the  trees  of  their  Fruits. 

^  Joeln.  3.  Quafi  Hortus  voluptatis  coram  &  poll  ilium 
fplitudo  deferd» 

Chevalier^ 
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Chevalier.  Of  what  Advantage  is  a  Knowledge 
of  this  Nature  ?  We  may  eafily  diftinguifh  the  Re¬ 
gions  from  whence  the  Winds  blow,  but  how  can 
we  prevent  their  EfFcds  ? 

Prior.  A  Kitchen-Garden  may  be  defended  from 
the  Infults  of  thofe  Winds  that  are  moft  to  be  feared 
either  by  a  lofty  Wall,  or  a  fpacious  Edifice  ;  or 
we  may  caufe  thefe  Blafts  to  be  intercepted  by  a 
large  Wood  which  breaks  all  their  Force;  and  this 
is  the  Expedient  pradlifed  in  Normandy  and  Britany  : 
or  elfe  we  may  form  the  Kitchen  Garden  under  the 
Shelter  of  a  Hill  which  fhuts  up  all  Avenues  to  it. 

The  Benefit  of  a  fine  Sun-fhine  is  as  much  to 
be  defired  for  fuch  a  Garden  as  the  noxious  Winds 
are  to  be  dreaded.  A  Situation  to  the  South  is  ge¬ 
nerally  the  moft  eligible  of  any,  unlefs  your  Land 
be  extremely  light  and  thin  ;  for  it  will  then  be 
exhaufted  by  too  much  Heat.  An  Opening  to 
the  Eaft  is  like  wife  more  efteemed  than  one  to  the 
Weft  ;  but  a  Northern  Afpedt  is  the  worft  of  all, 
if  it  be  not  recompenfed  by  an  excellent  Tempera¬ 
ment  of  Soil. 

Chevalier.  I  doubt  a  Plot  of  Land  entirely  ex- 
pofed  to  the  cold  Winds  will  never  produce  any 
thing  good. 

Prior.  We  however  fee  fome  Inftances  to  the 
contrary  ;  the  admirable  Wine  of  Sillery  grows  on 
the  Declivity  of  Verzenai.^  which  flopes  to  the 
Nor  thy  without  the  leaft  Shelter,  and  lyes  obliquely 
to  the  Sun. 

Chevalier.  What  you  have  obferved,  Sir,  of  the 
Situation  of  a  Garden  in  general  may  certainly  be 
faid  of  each  particular  Wall.  The  beft  Efpaliers 
therefore  are  thofe  which  are  vifited  by  a  Southern 
Sun  ;  and  next  to  this  Situation,  we  approve  of  a 
Wall  placed  to  the  Eaft.  Be  fo  good  as  to  inform 
me.  Sir,  to  what  Trees  thefe  Expofures  are  appro¬ 
priated  ;  I  have  fometimes  feen  Peaches  and  Pears 
2  “  “  “  thai 
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that  have  been  rather  fcorched  than  ripened  in  a  Po- 
fition  to  the  South, 

Prior,  A  Southern  Efpalier  is  referved  for  Win¬ 
ter  Bonchreciens,  Mufcadine  Grapes,  and  all  thofe 
Fruits  that  are  not  eafily  ripened.  A  Wall  that  fronts 
the  rifing  Sun  is  more  proper  for  Peaches,  Apri- 
cocks,  and  fome  Species  of  exquifite  and  tender 
Pears,  whofe  Colour  we  have  an  Inclination  to 
heighten.  A  Weftern  Expofure  has  like  wife  its 
Merit,  but  a  I^orthern  is  the  ieaft  favourable  of 
all  ;  for  the  Sun,  even  in  the  longefl  Days,  can  only 
viûc  that  Quarter  with  a  few  fcattered  Rays,  di- 
vefced  of  their  genial  Warmth. 

Chevalier,  His  Lordfnip,  the  Count,  gave  me 
an  Opportunity  of  obferving,  that  he  had  made  eve¬ 
ry  Wall  in  his  Kitchen-Garden  acceffible  to  the  Sun. 
Inftead  of  caufing  the  four  Walls  diredly  to  front 
the  four  Quarters  of  the  World,  he  oppofed  to  thofe 
Regions  the  four  Corners  that  join  the  Walls.  In 
Confequence  of  which  Difpofition  the  rifing  Sun 
warms  the  two  Efpaliers  that  unite  in  the  Weflern 
Point;  when  he  gains  his  Noon-Day  Height  he 
flieds  his  Heat  along  the  two  Walls  that  join  to  the 
North  ;  and  when  he  finks  to  the  Wefi  he  darts  his 
Rays  on  the  Walls  that  point  to  the  Eajl, 

Prior,  All  the  Parts  of  the  Garden  therefore  re¬ 
ceive  his  benign  Imprefîions,  and  every  Wall  is  co¬ 
vered  with  an  uniform  Verdure, 

As  the  extraordinary  Benefit  that  refults  from 
proper  Expoiures  peculiarly  relates  to  the  Efpaliers, 
Care  is  taken  to  ftrengthen  the  Reflexion  of  the  Sun¬ 
beams  by  a  very  white  and  fmooth  Parget  which 
exadlly  clofes  all  the  Cavities  that  would  otherwife 
imbibe  or  deflect  the  Light. 

Chevalier,  The  fame  Expedient  chafes  away  Rats, 
Mice,  Dormice,  and  all  noxious  Animals,  and 
compels  them  to  fearch  elfewhere  for  their  Prey.  I 
mult  now,  Sir,  defire  you  to  inform  me  what  par- 
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ticularWood  is  ufed  for  the  Lattice- Work  which 
fuftains  the  Efpalier  and  beautifies  the  whole  Gar¬ 
den. 

Prior,  The  Heart  of  Oak  or  Chefnut  is  appro¬ 
priated  to  this  Ufe,  and  the  whole  ought  to  be  well 
joined  and  preferved  from  putrifying  by  being 
painted  firft  with  a  Lay  of  White- Lead,  and  after¬ 
ward  with  two  Lays  of  Mountain- Green  liquified 
into  an  Oil.  Such  a  Lattice-Work  as  this  will  laft 
between  thirty  and  forty  Years. 

Chevalier,  By  what  Means,  Sir,  could  you  form 
the  Efpaliers  of  your  Priory  into  fuch  an  elegant 
Air  without  the  Aid  of  Lattice- Work  ? 

Prior,  I  had  Recourfe  to  the  fame  Expedient 
which  is  now  praélifed  by  feveral  Perfons  of  Tafte. 
Inftead  of  the  Lattice  of  Wood-work,  which  fre¬ 
quently  affords  a  Retreat  to  a  Number  of  Enemies, 
we  may  form  a  Lattice  of  large  Wires,  which 
proves  as  ferviceable  and  lafting  as  the  other,  and 
is  completed  at  a  very  moderate  Expence. 

Chevalier.  As  I  look  through  the  Bars  of  the 
Door  that  opens  into  the  Melon- Ground,  I  obferve 
the  Top  of  tfie  Walls  covered  through  their  whole 
Extent  with  a  kind  of  little  Roof,  of  whofe  Ufe 
I  am  entirely  ignorant. 

Prior,  A  Gentleman  of  the  Army,  who  has 
long  made  the  Cultivation  of  Fruits  his  Amufe- 
ment  amidft  his  Solitude  in  Times,  of  Peace,  and 
whofe  extraordinary  Succefs  renders  him  worthy  to 
be  recommended  as  a  Model,  has  added  to  the 
Parget  and  Lattice- Work  fuch  a  kind  of  Pent- 
houfe  as  is  raifed  upon  that  Wall,  and  its  Fundlion 
is  to  complete  the  Efficacy  of  good  Situations.  Se¬ 
veral  fmall  Bars  of  Iron  or  Wood,  about  two  Foot 
long,  are  inferted  horizontally  into  the  upper  Part 
of  the  Wall,  and  at  a  regular  Diftance  from  each 
other,  in  order  to  fupport  one  or  two  Planks,  which 
are  to  be  removed  whenever  we  are  difpofed  to 

afford 
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afford  the  Leaves  a  proper  Refrefhment  of  Rains 
and  Dews.  This  Roof,  by  intercepting  the  AéUon 
of  the  Air  above,  prevents  the  Tree  from  fhooting 
that  way  with  any  extraordinary  Vigour,  and 
caufes  it  to  expand  to  the  Right  and  Left.  It 
likewife  elfedually  covers  the  Efpaliers,  during  the 
fevere  Frofts,  and  fhelters  the  Buds  and  Fruits 
from  the  Inclemency  of  Hail-Showers.  In  a  Word, 
it  preferves  the  upper  Part  of  the  Tree  from  the 
Drippings  of  the  Wall,  which  by  falling  perpe¬ 
tually  on  the  fame  Branches,  either  rot  or  hollow 
them,  and  caufe  a  glutinous  Fluid  to  be  fhed  over 
them. 


When  the  Pofitions  and  Inclofure 
The  Diftri-  have  been  properly  regulated,  the  Di- 
^  ^  ftribution  of  the  whole  Plot  is  the 
next  Circumftance  to  be  confidered.  It 
may  be  divided  into  two,  four,  or  fix  Squares, 
formed  with  Cut-Work,  and  furrounded  by  large 
Alleys.  But  inftead  of  thefe  fquare  Divifions,  the 
whole  may  be  parcelled  out  into  four  Triangles, 
feparated  by  two  Alleys  that  correfpond  with  the 
Figure  of  St.  Andrew*^  Crofs.  The  Centre  is 
adorned  either  with  a  pleafing  Fountain,  or  the 
ample  Round  of  a  Bafon. 

We  think  it  natural  to  behold  a  very  fpacious 
Alley  when  we  firfi:  advance  into  the  Garden, 


and  if  the  Entrance  be  exa(S:ly  in  the  middle,  which 
is  moft  regular,  the  Diftribution  into  Squares  will 
then  feem  necefiary,  in  order  to  prefent  a  fine 
Alley  in  Front,  and  another  in  a  tranfverfe  Line, 
to  the  View  of  thofe  who  enter.  If  we  are  obliged 
to  place  the  Entrance  into  the  Kitchen- Garden  in 
fome  Corner,  we  may  then  have  Recourfe  to  the  crofs 
Divifion,  that  we  may  enjoy,  at  our  firfi:  Approach, 
the  fuaaen  Profpeâ:  of  three  Alleys  *,  namely,  thofe 
that  run  parallel  with  the  two  Walls,  and  that 
whicn  travcrfes  the  Triangles,  But  fince  the  Ex¬ 
tremity 
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tremity  of  thefe  Pieces  would  disfigure  the  Ground- 
Plot  by  their  pointed  Forms,  we  ufually  bend  them 
into  a  Semicircle,  which  enlarges  the  Place,  and 
gives  the  Entrance  a  more  graceful  Air. 

Chevalier,  I  am  very  much  furprized  to  fee  a 
Diftance  of  feven  or  eight  Feet  left  between  the 
Walls  and  the  Border  of  the  Alleys. 

Prior.  That  Vacancy  is  intended  for  the  Cultiva¬ 
tion  of  feveral  forward  Plants  of  different  kinds,  in 
a  Shelter  from  injurious  Air,  and  beneath  the  Re- 
fledtion  of  the  Sun-Beams  -,  and  the  beneficial  Ef- 
fedls  of  the  Compoft,  the  Culture,  and  the  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  Waterings  are  always  imparted  to 
the  Roots  of  the  adjoining  Fruit-Trees. 

Chevalier.  I  imagined  this  Tradlof  Ground  had 
been  entirely  loft  -,  but  I  now  perceive  you  can  em¬ 
ploy  it  to  a  double  Advantage. 

Prior.  Let  us  return  to  the  Squares.  The  Bor¬ 
der  that  furrounds  them,  and  in  which  feveral  bufhy 
Dwarf-Trees  are  difpofed,  is  adjufted  by  the  Verge 
of  the  Alley  on  the  one  Side,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  Track  which  limits  the  Beds  that  are  formed 
in  the  inward  Space  of  thofe  Squares. 

Chevalier.  I  fee  the  Dwarf-Trees  are  planted  at 
a  confiderable  Diftance  from  the  Verge  of  the 
Alley,  and  very  near  the  Beds  in  the  Square  ;  but 
would  not  they  have  produced  a  better  Effedt  if 
they  had  been  difpofed  exadlly  in  the  middle  of  their 
own  Bed  ? 

Prior.  They  are  ranged  at  the  Diftance  of  five 
Feet  from  the  Verge,  that  the  Branches  may  not 
encroach  upon  the  Alley  when  they  are  expanded 
into  their  full  Growth;  and  as  to  the  Track  next 
the  Square,  it  may  be  then  (truck  farther  in  by 
diminifhing  the  Length  of  the  Beds  which  are 
bounded  by  it. 

Chevalier.  I  have  feen  fome  fine  Kitchen-Gardens 
where  the  large  Pieces  were  edged  with  Lines  of 

Box  I 
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Box  ;  but  all  the  Borders  in  this  Garden  are  com-^ 
pofed  of  ufeful  Plants. 

Prior,  There  is  fome  Oeconomy  in  this  Method» 
The  Growth  of  Box  fills  up  a  Space  of  Ground  to 
little  Purpofe  ;  It  is  likewife  a  voracious  Plant,  and 
requires  much  tending.  Are  not  thefe  Borders  there¬ 
fore  garnifhed  to  more  Advantage  with  Plants  that 
are  ufeful,  and  afford  us  proper  Ingredients  for  Sal- 
lads,  or  at  leaft  are  valuable  for  their  Scents  or  fome 
medicinal  Q^lity  they  poffefs  ?  Here  you  may  fee 
a  long  File  of  Terragon,  and  there  a  Range  of 
Lavender  is  ftretched  out.  One  Alley  may  be 
bordered  with  Parfley,  and  another  with  Sweet 
Bafil,  or  falutary  Wormwood,  or  fragrant  Marjo¬ 
ram.  Sage  and  Savoury  frequently  rife  in  one 
Line,  and  Pimpernel  blooms  in  the  fame  Bed  with 
odorous  Thyme.  Borders  are  likewife  formed  of 
Strawberry  Plants,  and  Violets  may  have  the  fame 
Diftribution  in  order  to  accommodate  us  with  a 
Syrup  in  their  proper  Seafon. 

Thofe  Alleys  that  are  leaft  neceffary  are  fome- 
times  ornamented  with  Turf  or  a  Verdure  of 
Strawberry-Trees.  A  crofs  Alley  that  is  but  little 
frequented  may  be  embeliilhed  by  a  Line  of  dou¬ 
ble  Hollyhocks  running  through  the  middle  ;  and 
in  fome  other  Walk  of  the  like  Nature  you  may 
plant  Poppies,  and  rear  the  Seeds  of  the  Anemone, 
the  Ranunculus,  the  Violet,  and  Stock-gilliflower. 
Thefe  unexpenfive  Forefts  of  Flowers  will  beautify 
a  ufelefs  Plot  of  Land  at  the  fame  Time  that  they 
are  a  Seminary  for  the  Parterre. 

The  Ground  that  forms  the  Squares  Ihould  be 
diftributed  into  Beds  four  Feet  in  Breadth,  and  fe- 
parated  from  each  other  by  a  Foot-wide  Path. 
Such  a  Difpofition  enables  the  Gardener  to  extend 
his  Hand  to  the  middle  of  each  Bed,  and  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  whole  Plantation  without  any  Difficulty. 

Chevalier^ 


Oy*  GARDENS.  îiî 

Chevalier,  At  a  little  Diftance  from  this  Garden 
is  a  Spot  of  Ground  which  the  Gardener  has  appro¬ 
priated  to  feveral  Species  of  efculent  Plants  *,  but 
the  Beds  are  formed  in  a  Manner  that  feemed  entire¬ 
ly  new  to  me  :  They  rife  very  high  on  one  Side, 
and  defcend  in  an  eafy  Slope  on  the  other.  What 
may  be  the  Advantage  of  fuch  a  Difpofition  ? 

Prior,  They  are  properly  called  Shelving  Beds  ; 
and  you  may  obfervc  their  Afcent  is  to  the  Norths 
and  their  Declivity  to  the  South  :  I  will  now  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  their  Ufe.  If  the  Land  be  too 
moift  or  cold,  and  efpecially  if  it  lyes  open  to 
bleak  Winds,  this  Method  of  difpofing  the  Beds 
in  a  Slant  is  very  commodious,  but  too  much 
negleded  at  prefent.  As  this  Figure  is  uniform  thro’ 
the  whole  Extent  of  the  Beds,  it  is  entirely  in- 
offenfive  to  the  Eye  ;  and  as  the  W  ater  muff 
unavoidably  trickle  into  the  Path,  the  Beds  will 
confequently  be  rendered  more  dry.  The  fhelving 
form  of  the  Earth  qualifies  the  Surface  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Sun-beams  almoft  in  a  perpendicular 
Diredlion,  which  ftrengthens  the  Reflexion,  and 
redoubles  the  Heat.  A  third  Advantage,  and 
which  perhaps  is  fuperior  to  the  other  two,  is, 
that  the  rapid  Sweep  of  Hail  and  North-Eafl 
Winds  being  confiderably  weakened  by  the  back 
part  of  thefe  elevated  Beds,  will  be  lefs  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  the  Plants  which  lye  concealed  from  Infult 
on  the  defcending  Side.  Thefe  flaming  Beds  are 
an  Imitation  of  the  vaft  Garden  of  Nature,  where 
the  Almighty  Hand,  that  difpenfes  Vegetation  and 
Growth  to  Plants,  has  ranged  them  on  Hills  and 
Declivities  at  due  Intervals  of  Diftance,  that  the 
folar  Rays  may  be  refle(5led  with  more  Vigour 
upon  the  green  Produdlions,  which  without  this 
benign  Aid  would  feldom  advance  to  Maturity 
in  the  temperate  Climes. 
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But  as  advantageous  foever  as  the 
Difpofition  of  your  Garden  in  all  its 
Parts  may  prove,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  you 
to  fertilize  the  Whole,  unlefs  you  have  a  commo¬ 
dious  Supply  of  Water  that  can  always  be  diftri- 
buted  through  every  Quarter  of  the  Garden. 

Chevalier,  How  delightful  it  is  to  be  able  as  in 
this  Place  to  diffufe  with  one  Turn  of  a  Cock 
the  Stream  of  a  limped  Spring  to 
the  Side-board,  the  Kitchen,  the  Bafon 
in  the  Parterre,  and  the  Cifterns  in  the 

Olitory  ! 

Prior.  Though  this  kind  of  Water,  when  it  has 

fettled  and  been  warmed  by  the  Air,  is  rendered 

very  fit  to  facilitate  the  Progrefs  of  the  Sap  in 

Plants,  I  fhould  have  as  much  Efteem  at  leaft 

for  River-Water,  which,  as  it  conftant- 

River-Wa-  j  receives  the  volatile  Salts  and  other 
ter  ^ 

Influences  of  the  Air,  muft  needs  be  ve- 
Weli- Water,  ry  falutary  to  Plants.  Well-Water  is  the 
worft  of  all  -,  becaufe  its  Chilnefs  is  apt 
to  prove  fatal  to  the  Roots  ;  and  a  Gardener  fhould 
be  very  cautious  of  employing  it  till  he  has  firfl: 
expofed  it  to  the  Air. 

Chevalier,  Do  you  approve  the  Ufe  of  Cifterns  ? 

Prior,  Ciftern- Water  is  only  a  Colle6lion  of 
Rain,  and  is  extremely  light.  It  may 
even  be  rendered  a  very  wholefom 
Drink,  when  we  are  capable  of  preferving  it  in 
its  due  Purity. 

But  whether  there  be  a  fufficient  Supply  of  other 
Water,  or  not,  it  is  certainly  a  good  Precaution  to 
fink  a  Ciftern  in  thofe  Terraffes  on  which  it  is  ufual 
to  build  fine  rural  Seats  for  the  Benefit  of  a  falu¬ 
tary  Air  and  an  open  Profpeét.  A  large  Ciftern 
will  collect  in  an  Inftant  all  the  Water  that  has 
been  fhed  upon  your  Buiicirg,  and  poured  into 
your  Courts,  by  a  tranfient  Storm  3  and  it  always 

accom- 
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accommodates  you  with  a  Refervoir,  in  Cafe  of 

Fire.  It  is  likewife  a  certain  Refource  when  a 

dry  Seafon  has  exhaufted  the  Wells  and  Springs, 

and  it  proves  an  admirable  Fluid  for  watering  of 

Plants.  The  Slime  and  nitrous  Particles,  which  are 

fvvept  by  the  Water  from  the  Roof  and  other  Parts 

of  the  Habitation,  fink  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Ciftern 

and  form  a  Sediment,  which  the  Gardener  prefers 

to  all  Kinds  of  Gompoft  and  Manures  whatever, 

with  Refpedl  to  fortifying  the  Plants  that  thrive,  or 

re-animating  thofe  that  droop. 

ThefePreparationsqualify  the  Ground  . 

r  L  n  ^  m  The  Choice 

lor  the  Reception  or  the  young  Plant,  of  Trees 

with  which  you  propofe  to  embellifli  it. 

But  you  muft  be  very  circumfpedl  in  this  particu¬ 
lar,  left  you  fhould  happen  to  be  deceived  in  the  Pur-^ 
chafe  of  your  Trees,  and  be  obliged  to  wait  feven 
or  eight  Years  for  the  Fruit  of  a  Pear*Tree,  which 
muft  afterward  be  rooted  up. 

Chevalier.  Are  there  not  fome  fure  Marks  by 
which  we  may  know  the  Species,  before  we  fee 
the  Fruit  ? 

Prior.  There  are  feveral  Species  which  refemble 
each  other  fo  much  in  their  Wood  and  Foliage,  that 
they  frequently  deceive  the  moft  flcilful  Perfons. 
We  can  never  be  too  diffident  of  the  prefuming  Ig¬ 
norance  of  difhoneft  Gardeners,  as  well  as  of  the 
Miftakes  of  thofe  who  have  the  greateft  Probity, 
and  likewife  of  the  Abufe  that  reigns  in  the  Names 
of  Fruit-Trees.  What  the  Parifians  call  the  Queen 
Claudia  is  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Green- Apri- 
cock  at  'Pours  ;  at  Roan.,  it  is  the  Gay-green  *,  and 
at  Vitri*.^  the  Dauphin-Plumb.  The  fame  Diver- 
fity  prevails  with  Refpedt  to  other  Fruits,  and  they 
are  frequently  call’d  by  different  Names,  in  Gar¬ 
dens  of  the  fame  Neighbourhood. 

*  A  Village  a  League  diftant  from  Parisj  and  famous  for  the 
jfineft  Nurferies  in  Franct. 

VoL.  II.  I  Chevalier^ 
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Chevalier,  At  this  Rate,  indeed,  we  can  never 
know  what  we  buy  ;  but  is  there  no  Remedy  for 
fuch  an  Inconvenience  ? 

Prior,  The  beft  Courfe  we  can  take,  will  be  to 
lay  out  our  Money  in  thofe  Places  that  are  moft 
in  Repute,  and  to  explain  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  may  prevent  all  Equivocation.  We  fhould 
afterward  be  early-  in  grafting  in  a  Nurfery,  a 
great  Number  of  thofe  Species  that  are  moft  ap¬ 
proved.  It  is  like  wife  a  fife  Expedient  to  depo- 
fite  fome  of  the  fineft  Plants  of  the  Nurfery  in 
Wicker-Baskets,  in  order  to  be  replaced  in  the 
room  of  thofe  whofe  Decay  would  interrupt  that 
agreeable  Order  and  Succeflion  of  Fruits,  which 
you  may  be  defirous  of  fecuring. 

Chevalier.  When  we  defign  to  plant  Efpaliers  and 
Dwarf-Trees,  what  particular  Space  fhould  be  left 
between  them  ?  I  here  obferve,  that  all  the  Trees 
are  twice  as  diftant  from  each  other,  as  they  are 
in  any  other  Place  that  I  have  feen. 

Prior,  This  Difpofition  has  been  obferved,  be-» 
caufe  the  Temperament  of  the  Soil  is  excellent  \ 
had  it  been  lean  and  not  very  fertile,  the  Trees  would 
have  been  planted  nearer  to  each  other. 

Chevalier.  I  fhould  think  the  contrary  Pradlice 
would  be  moft  proper  ;  for  why  fhould  we  expedl 
the  Earth  to  be  moft  fertile  when  it  has  leaft  Nou- 
rifnment  to  impart.^ 

Prior,  1  will  firft  give  you  the  Particulars  of  the 
prefent  Method,  and  then  acquaint  you  with  the 
Reafons  for  purfuing  it. 

^  „  When  we  plant  againft  a  low  Wall 

A  low  VvS.ll.  C  ^  A.  f  *  L  j.  '  T  7  *  L 

or  aooiit  leven  or  eight  beet  in  Height  ; 
the  Trees  are  difpofed  at  a  much  greater  Diftance 
from  each  other  than  they  are  againft  a  higher 
Wall,  that  fo  they  may  be  expanded  without  any 
Confufion  :  and  to  afford  theni  on  each  Side  the 

Enjoy- 
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Enjoyment  of  that  Liberty  which  is  denied  them  at 
the  Top. 

When  the  Wall  is  twelve  or  fifteen 
Feet  high,  the  Plantation  may  be  fet  ^  igliWalL 

thicker,  by  placing  a  Dwarf-Tree  between  two 
other  Trees  of  a  larger  Growth,  which  will  em- 
bellifh  the  Wall  and  render  every  Part  of  it  pro-  \ 
fitable.  » 

Blit  no  Circumftance  is  lb  proper  to  determine 
the  juft  Diftance  of  the  Trees,  as  the  Tempera¬ 
ment  of  the  Soil.  If  the  Wall  be  low  ancl  the 
Ground  very  good,  the  Pear  and  Peach-Trees 
fhould  be  planted  at  the  Diftance  of  nine  Feet  from 
one  another,  and  as  the  Apricock  and  Plumb  Trees 
Ihoot  into  a  more  luxuriant  Growth,  their  Interval 
fhould  be  twelve  Feet.  If  the  Soil  be  but  indif¬ 
ferent,  the  Space  between  them  ouglit  to  be  lefs  by 
three  Feet,  fd  that  thofe  of  the  firft  Clafs  fhould 
grow  within  fix  Feet  of  each  other,  and  thofe  of 
the  fécond  within  nine.  If  the  Wall  be  lofty  and 
the  Soil  excellent,  the  tall  and  fhort  Stocks  are  fepa- 
rated  by  a  Width  of  fix  Feet  -,  but  if  the  Ground 
be  not  extraordinary  they  may  be  planted  thicker, 
and  four  Feet  will  be  a  fufficient  Extent  for  the  in¬ 
termediate  Space. 

Chevalier.  I  am  impatient  to  know  the  Reafori 
of  this  Method. 

Prior.  It  is  this  ;  The  Fruits  generally  fpring 
from  little  weak  Branches,  which  die  for  the  moil 
Part,  at  the  Expiration  of  a  few  Years.  Theftrong 
and  vigorous  Branches  run  all  into  Wood,'  and 
their  Fruit  is  too  fmall  to  be  valuable.  If  your 
Trees  lengthen  their  Roots  in  an  excellent  Soil,  and 
are  only  allow’d  a  fmall  Space  for  the  Expanfion 
of  their  Branches,  you  will  be  obliged  to  lop  thefe 
to  prevent  their  encroaching  upon  the  Boughs  of 
the  neighbouring  Efpaliers.  This  Contraction  of 
their  Growth  will  render  them  exceeding  vigo- 

I  2  rous 
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rous  -,  but  it  will  likewife  caufe  them  to  run  into 
Wood  :  Whereas,  when  they  extend  diem  Tel  ves  in 
their  natural  Manner,  they  flioot  out  a  Profufion 
of  little  Branches  proper  for  bearing  Fruit.  The 
Efpaliers  expand  but  little  in  a  lean  or  indifferent 
Soil,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  planted  clofer 
to  each  other. 

We  are  not  confined  to  fo  much  Stridnefs  in  the 
Difpofition  of  Dwarfs,  and  the  Diftance  between  them 
may,  be  very  moderate  in  a  rich  Soil,  becaufe  they 
are  not  branch’d  out  on  two  Sides  only,  like  the  Ef¬ 
paliers,  but  fwell  into  a  round  Circumference. 

Chevalier,  Do  you  approve  of  the  Method  of 
extending  the  Branches  of  Vines  along  the  Tops  of 
Walls,  and  above  the  Efpaliers? 

Prior.  When  thefe  lafc  are  young,  the  Vine  may 
very  propeily  fill  the  Vacancy,  in  order  to  refrefli 
you  with  its  Fruit  as  well  as  with  its  Verdure. 

Chevalier.  I  obferve  when  Perfons  are  preparing 
to  plant,  they  always  fink  very  deep  Trenches,  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know.  Sir,  what  Rule  they 
follow  in  that  Particular  ? 

^  .  Prior.  The  Gardeners,  when  they 

i  jCDErntions  i  *7— »  i  •  i  •  •  t 

for  planting.  are  to  plam  iLlpajiers,  begin  with  o- 
pening  a  Trench  fix  Feet  Wide,  and 
three  in  Depth,  along  the  Extent  of  the  Wall.  But 
when  they  plant  Dwarfs  the  Trench  fhould  be  eight 
Feet  in  Breadth,  with  the  former  Depth,  unlefs  it  be 
continued  from  one  End  of  the  Garden  to  the  other. 


larger 
Or  for 
the 


in 


Chevalier.  Do  thefe  Dwarfs  require  a 
Qiiantity  of  good  Soil  than  the  Efpaliers  ? 
what  Reafon  are  they  allow’d  eight  Feet 
Breadth  of  their  Trenches  ? 

Prior.  The  Efpalier,  which  is  faflen’d  to  the 
Wall,  defieds  its  Roots  from  it,  and  requires  an 
Extent  of  fix  Feet,  in  order  to  fhoot  them  out 
on  the  other  Side  -,  but  the  Dwarf,  which  is  placed 

in 
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in  the  Middle  of  the  Trench,  has  not  more  than 
four  Feet  of  good  Earth  on  either  Side  for  the 
Accommodation  of  its  Roots;  and  were  the  Breadth 
of  the  Trench  lefs,  the  Roots  would  plunge  too  foon 
into  a  bad  Earth. 

If  the  Earth  which  is  dug  out  of  the  Trench 
happens  to  be  good,  it  ought  to  be  inverted  when  it 
is  thrown  in  ;  but  if  it  be  only  indifferent,  the 
Trench  fhould  be  filled  up  with  other  Earth  that 
has  been  prepared  for  fome  Time. 

Chevalier.  One  would  wifli  to  be  certain  of  a 
good  Soil  for  planting. 

Prior.  The  next  Circumftance  to  be  regulated 
is  the  proper  Treatment  of  the  Roots  and  Branches 
of  the  intended  Plantation.  Trees  extend  their 
Roots  under  the  Earth,  that  by  the  Mediation  of 
their  Fibres  they  may  imbibe  the  Water,  which, 
together  with  the  Salt,  contains  the  Oil  and  other 
Principles  of  their  Nourifhment.  They  extend 
their  Branches  at  the  fame  Time  into  another 
Fluid,  which  is  the  Air,  that  they  may  be  impreg¬ 
nated,  and  chiefly  by  the  Inftrumentality  of  their 
Leaves,  with  the  frefh  Steams  and  volatile  Spirits 
that  are  conftantly  floating  in  it.  The  Leaves, 
therefore,  render  the  fame  Offices  to  the  Branches, 
as  the  Roots  receive  from  the  Fibres.  And  hence 
it  follows,  that  if  you  tranfplant  a  Tree,  with 
the  Earth  that  adheres  to  its  Roots,  as  is  daily 
pradifed  at  prefent,  you  may  leave  all  or  Part 
of  its  Foliage  upon  it.  The  Leaves  are  one  of 
the  befl:  Expedients  for  recruiting  the  Tree  with 
the  Humidity  it  loft  in  the  Day  time,  by  Tran- 
fpiration  *,  and  poffibly  for  difiufing,  to  the  Extre¬ 
mity  of  the  Roots,  a  Warmth,  as  well  as  a  Stream 
of  Air,  whofe  Adion  and  Elafticity  may  give 
Motion  to  the  Sap.  It  is  evident  by  Experience, 
that  the  Leaves  which  are  left  on  the  Tree  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Invigoration  of  its  Roots,  and  tha 
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Speed inefs ‘of  its  Growth.  But  if  the  Roots  have, 
been  uncover’d  and  divefted  of  the  Earth  with 
which  they  were  furrounded,  the  Tree  is  then  too 
weak  to  nourifh  all  the  Branches  after  its  Tranf- 
plantation  -,  and  it  would  be  of  no  Confequence  tp 
leave  it  its  Foliage,  which  will  be  all  fhed  in  a 
few  Days.  It  vyill  be  neceOary,  therefore,  to  lop  off 
the  Head,  or  at  leaft  to  fhorten  all  the  Branches 
very  confiderably,  that  the  Root,  which  at  firft 
is  only  employ’d  in  repairing  its  Loffes,  and  whofe 
Operations  are  then  very  languid,  may  have  only 
Buds  to  nourifh  inftead  of  Branches,  and  may  be 
in  a  Condition  to  tranfmit  to  them,  by  Degrees,  fucH 
a  Quantity  of  Juices  as  will  protrude  a  Set  of  vigo¬ 
rous  Sprouts. 

Chevalier.  But  what  would  be  the  Confequence, 

-,  ^  fhould  alf  the  Branches  be  kept  on  the  Tree  we 
tranfplant  ? 

Prior.  The  Sap,  being  too  weak  to  produce  ca¬ 
pital  Branches,  would  operate  in  thofe  of  the  fmal- 
left  DImenfions,  and  fupply  therp  with  Fruit  the 
enfuing  Year.  The  Tree  might  deceive  us  by  its 
plaufible  Appearance  -,  but  as  it  would  be  un- 
produdlive  of  large  Branches,  which  are  its  only 
Refource,'  and  the  Bafis  of  the  Fruit-Branches; 
it  would  be  incapable  of  expanding  into  a  Head, 
and  muft  therefore  ihrink  to  a  Minutenefs  and  re¬ 
main  extremely  languid,  till  at  laft  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  root  it  up.  The  Fradlice  of  lopping  off 
the  Head  of  a  Tree,  when  it  is  not  immediately 
franftjlanted  with  its  adhering  Earth,  is  not  to  be 
conteftcd. 

The  Roots  have  been  formerly  confider’d  in 
the  lame  Manner  -,  and  Monfieur  de  la  ^untinye  is 
almoft  as  fevere  to  them  as  he  is  tp  the  Branches, 
It  is  with  fome  Difficulty,  that  he  confents  to  leave 
two  or  three  of  them  on  the  Plant,  and  he  li¬ 
mits  their  largeft  Extent  to  ten  or  twelve  Inches. 

’  '  This 
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This  Method  of  his  is  ftill  pradlifed  in  many 
Places. 

Chevalier.  May  we  be  allow’d  to  deviate  from 
it,  fince  he  paffes  for  an  Oracle  in  Gardening  ? 

Prior.  The  World,  undoubtedly,  has  great  Ob¬ 
ligations  to  him  ;  but  the  Virtiiofi  of  the  firft  Clafs, 
and  particularly  Mefiieurs  le  Normand* ^  Father 
and  Son,  who  fucceeded  Monfieur  de  la  ^dntinye., 
have  difeovered  by  a  Series  of  Experiments,  re¬ 
peated  with  all  imaginable  Accuracy,  that  if  a 
Tree  be  planted  with  all  its  found  Roots,  it  will 
thrive  much  better,  and  will  fpeedily  acquire  a 
Vigour  very  different  from  that  of  its  Neighbour, 
which  was  planted  with  a  few  Roots  cut  fhort* 
And  when  the  contrary  has  at  any  Time  happen’d, 
they  have  always  dilcover’d  an  evident  Caufe  of 
this  Irregularity,  which  did  not  reluit’ from  any 
Circumftance  of  more  or  lefs  Roots. 

Chevalier.  We  fuftain  no  Rifk  when  we  a6t  up¬ 
on  the  Credit  of  fuch  Authorities. 

Prior.  We  may  then  conclude,  that  the  fifefl: 
Method  of  tranfplanting  Trees  is  to  preferve  all 
their  found  Roots,  and  we  may  likewife  buffer  the 
fibrous  Roots  to  remain  when  they  appear  frefh  and 
vigorous.  When  the  Roots  begin  to  exert  their 
Functions,  they  will  certainly  furnifh  more  Sap  and 
Aliment  than  could  be  fupplied,  were  there  Num¬ 
ber  reduced  to  two  or  three.  ’Tis  Prudence,  there¬ 
fore,  not  to  pay  fuch  an  implicit  Regard  to  a  Set 
of  difficult  and  incommodious  Rules,  as  to  deffroy 
thofe  Roots  which  are  as  good  as  any  we  can  defire, 
and  to  v/ait  a  Length  of  Time  for  others  while  v/e 
already  poffefs  thofe  that  are  fufficient  -f 

When  the  Places  for  the  feveral  Trees  have  been 
mark’d  out  and  open’d,  each  Plant  is  laid  near 

*  Mémoires  de  M.  le  Normand. 

f  Stultum  eft  amitterre  radices  quas  habemus,  ut  acquiramus 
navas.  ‘Iheofh.  | 
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the  Aperture  into  which  it  is  afterward  to  be  in- 
fcrted. 

Chevalier,  Should  not  the  Bottom  of  every  Hol¬ 
low  be  cover’d  with  fome  Compoft  ? 

Prior.  All  judicious  Planters  intirely  difapprove 
that  iViethod  :  For  as  the  Salts  of  that  Manure 
would  be  perpetually  defcending  below  the  Roots, 
they  confrquently  muft  be  ufelefs  to  them.  And 
as  the  Poors  would  be  involved  in  a  corrupting 
Sediment,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  endanger’d 
by  that  Putrefadion.  The  Compoft  would  like- 
wife  prevent  the  Earth  from  binding  about  the 
Roor^  fo  dole) y  as  it  ought,  and  would  form  large 
"Vacuities  by  the  Difhpation  of  its  own  Subftance  ; 
by  which  Means  the  fibrous  Roots  would  languifli 
for  want  of  a  proper  Soil  to  faften  upon.  But 
the  Affair  is  different  with  Refped  to  Litter  and 
other  Manures,  that  are  difpofed  round  the  Stem 
of  the  T ree  and  above  the  Surface  of  the  Earth  *, 
for  then  the  Saks  and  Juices  defcend  in  a  benefit 
cial  Manner  to  the  Roots  of  the  young  Plant  ;  and 
the  C(  'inpoft  fb  placed  is  often  render’d  a  ne- 
ceiTary  Covering  to  fecure  the  tender  Tree  from  the 
imiTodcrate  Penetration  of  Froft,  and  the  Breath  of 
fcorching  Winds,  which  would  be  fatal  to  it  in  the 
very  hr  ft  Heats. 

Chevalier  It  were  to  be  wiOied  this  Compoft  had 
a  more  agreeable  Appearance  in  a  Garden. 

Prior.  It  is  ufually  cover’d  over  with  a  thin  Sur¬ 
face  of  Earth  which  conceals  its  Deformities. 

Chevalier.  What  Seafon  is  fet  apart  for  plant- 

ino*  ? 

Seafon  F^'^or.  Every  one  declines  it  when 
for  plaming,  Earth  is  impregnated  with  too  much 
Rain,  becaufe  it  is  then  apt  to  confoli- 
date  about  the  Roots,  which  renders  them  incapable 
of  ftiooting  their  Fibres  into  fo  impliant  a  Mafs. 
The  uflial  Seafon  for  Planting  continues  from  the 

Beginning 
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Beginning  of  November  to  the  Middle  of  March, 
In  lean  Soils  the  Month  of  November  is  thought 
proper  for  Planting,  that  the  Trees  may  continue 
to  fhoot  their  Fibres,  and  gain  fome  Advance  dur¬ 
ing  the  Remainder  of  Autumn.  But  in  ftrong  Soils, 
where  an  immoderate  Humidity  would  be  injurious 
to  the  young  Tree  in  the  Depth  of  Winter,  Plant¬ 
ing  is  deferr’d  to  the  Month  of  February^  or  even 
to  March.  One  of  thefe  two  Seafons  is  likewife 
chofen  for  tranfplanting  unfruitful  Trees,  and  they 
have  frequently  been  render’d  fertile  by  a  mere 
Change  of  Situation  ;  which  is  a  Circumftance  that 
favours  a  Surmife  I  always  entertain’d,  that  the  Di¬ 
minution  of  the  Quantity,  and  the  impetuous  Flow 
of  the  Sap,  accommodates  its  Operations  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  the  fmallefl:  Branches,  where  the  Fruit- 
Buds  are  lodged. 

The  moft  effential  Circumftance  in  tranfplanting, 
and  efpecially  great  Trees,  is  to  render  the  Earth 
very  compact,  and  to  form  it  round  the  Roots  with 
the  Hand,  thro’  their  whole  Extent.  The  Water 
which  is  poured  upon  it,  when  the  Gardeners  plant 
in  the  Spring-Seafon,  dilutes  the  Soil,  and  caufes  it 
to  defeend  and  enfold  the  Roots  -,  but  when  they 
plant  in  Autumn,  they  are  difeharged  from  the  La¬ 
bour  of  watering  by  the  Winter-Seafon,  which 
will  3,lways  be  fuhiciently  liberal  in  that  Particular. 
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Dialogue  VII. 


’The  Count.  The  Chevalier. 


Count,  H  E  S  E,  my  dear  Chevalier, 

are  the  Memoirs  the  Prior  has 
fent  us  for  our  Entertainment, 
while  he  is  obliged  to  be  abfent 
for  a  few  Days. 

Chevalier.  I  fee  they  relate  to  grafting  and  prun-^ 
ing  of  Trees  ;  and  as  this  is  a  Work  already  com¬ 
pleted  to  rny  Hands,  Î  fhall  add  it  to  the  Papers 
that  contain  my  former  Remarks. 

Count.  We  will  have  the  Pleafure  of  reading  it 
together  :  But  before  we  proceed  to  the  Cultiva¬ 
tion  of  Trees  and  efculent  Plants,  I  would  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  fome  Appendages,  that  are  necef- 

fary 


0/GARDENS.  123 

fary  to  an  Olitory,  to  aid  it  in  its  Fun6tions,  and  to 
preferve  its  Produdions.  Have  the  Fruit-Garden, 
the  Orchard,  the  Nurfery,  and  the  feveral  Sorts  of 
Green- Houfes  been  defcribed  to  you  ? 

Chevalier,  I  only  know  them  by  Name. 

Count,  Let  us  begin  with  the  Fruit-Garden.  It 
frequently  happens  that  the  Walls  of 
the  Olitory  are  far  frpm  being  fufficient  Garden*^^^* 
for  all  the  favourable  Expofures  that 
may  be  necelTary.  Thofe  Fruits,  which  are  ripen’d 
with  Difficulty,  are  nor  the  only  Productions  that 
need  the  Efpalier  :  The  Peach,  without  that  Affif- 
tance,  wotild  neither  be  fhaped  nor  colour’d  as  we 
could  wiffi.  The  moft  excellent  Species  of  Pears, 
as  the  Beurre,  the  Burgamot-Crafane,  the  Saint- 
Qerrnain,  the  Virgoleufe  and  feveral  others,  are  too 
large  to  be  fully  expofed  to  the  Wind,  becaufe  they 
will  fall  with  the  leaft  Shock.  Early  Cherries, 
White- Primordian,  and  Violet-Perdrigon- Plumbs, 
will  only  thrive  on  Elpaliers. 

In  order  to  fecure  a  Quantity  and  Succeffion  of 
thofe  Fruits  we  are  defirous  to  obtain,  it  will  be 
proper  to  referve  a  Piece  of  Ground  like  this  be¬ 
fore  us  on  one  Side  of  the  Olitory,  and  where 
the  Appearance  of  Regularity  is  altogether  unne- 
ceflary.  It  ffiould  be  chofen  with  an  AfpeCl  to  the 
Eajl  or  the  Souths  and  finking,  if  poffible,  into  a 
gentle  Declivity.  Several  little  Walls  muft  be 
raifed  feven  or  eight  Feet  in  Height,'  and  which, 
in  ConjunClion  with  the  general  Enclofure,  will 
form  Pofitions  of  all  Kinds.  They  ought  likewife 
to  be  fo  near  each  other,  as  to  concenter  a  glow¬ 
ing  Heat,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  be  difpofed  at 
fuch  a  mutual  Diftance,  as  will  prevent  them  from 
fliading  each  other.  The  additional  Conveniences 
of  (helving  Roofs  and  Coverings  of  Straw  will 
eafily  preferve  the  Fruits  from  chilling  Frofts  and 
Storms  of  Hail,  and  we  may  be  certain  of  gather- 
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ing  all  Sorts  of  Fruits,  of  a  moft  engaging  Beauty, 
and  even  in  thofe  Years  when  a  Dearth  reigns  in 
every  other  Part. 

The  Orchard  is  the  fécond  Appen- 

e  rc  ar  .  Olitory  ;  and  we  may  take 

a  Walk  in  this,  if  you  are  fo  difpofed,  Sir. 

Chevalier,  As  ruftic  as  it  appears,  I  think  it  ex¬ 
ceedingly  agreeable  ;  but  if  the  Fruit-Garden  be 
fuch  a  fure  Revenue,  what  fhould  prevent  it  from 
being  enlarged,  fince  it  would  certainly  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  an  Orchard  ? 

Count.  The  Orchard  is  ’appropriated  to  thofe 
large  Trees  which  we  can’t  conveniently  be  with¬ 
out  ;  and  the  Generality  of  Fruits  appear  more  a- 
miable  and  are  enriched  with  finer  Flavours,  when 
they  grow  naturally  in  the  open  Air,  and  on  Trees 
of  lofty  Stems  ;  v;hether  a  free  Circulation  of  Air  be 
moft  advantageous  to  them,  or  that  the  Sap  of  a 
Tree  which  has  never  been  pruned,  by  being  diftri- 
buted  into  a  greater  Number  of  Branches  of  all  Di- 
menfions,  aids  their  Fertility  and  produces  a  Growth 
of  more  delica  te  Fruit.  But  as  the  lofty  Trees,  which 
we  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  multiply,  are  commonly 
produdfive  of  bad  Effedts  in  an  Olitory,  where 
their  Shade  may  be  injurious  to  the  Herbage  and 
Efpaliers,  they  are  configned  to  the  Orchard,  where 
we  generally  plant  thofe  Pears  that  are  much 
efteemed  for  their  melting  Pulp,  and  would  be  apt 
to  grow  mealy  and  infipid  on  an  Efpalier  for  Want 
of  a  free  Current  of  Air.  Such,  for  Inftance,  are 
the  Dean’s-Pear,  the  Defy  de  la  Motte,  and  the 
Green  Sugar-Pear. 

We  like w he  confign  to  the  Orchard  all  thofe 
Pears  whofe  moderate  Size  preferves  them  from 
being  injured  by  bluftering  Winds  ;  and  Pear-Trees 
fucceed  better  in  that  Situation,  than  when  they  are 
contradfed  into  Dwarfs,  or  difpofed  along  the  Ef¬ 
palier.  The  Neaplitan  Medlar,  the  Filberd,  and 

fome 
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Ibme  Mulberry-Trees  have  alfo  their  Places  af- 
fign’d  them  in  the  Orchard,  to  furnilli  us  with  Va¬ 
riety  in  each  Seaipn. 

Chevalier.  I  wifh  your  Lordfhip  w^ould  inform 
me,  why  the  Arrangement  of  the  Trees  is  inter¬ 
rupted  toward  the  End  of  the  Orchard  ;  where 
I  obferve  a  Multitude  of  Plants  crowded  thick  to¬ 
gether  ? 

Count 
Nurfery 

Orchard,  the  Fruit-Garden,  and  the  Olitory.  We 
there  raife  a  numerous  Progeny  of  young  Plants, 
which  are  refer ved  to  fupply  whatever  we  are 
obliged  to  root  up  in  any  other  Part.  Some  of  thefe 
Plants  are  propagated  from  the  Kernels  or  Stones 
of  Fruits,  and  though,  when  they  are  advanced  in 
their  Growths,  their  Produ6lions  may  be  excellent, 
they  will  yet  be  fomething  wild  in  their  Nature,  and 
we  fhall  find  it  necefîàry  to  reform  them  by  the  Graft. 
Others  have  been  raifed  from  Shoots  or  Slips  cut 
from  wild  Stocks  in  the  Woods,  and  whofe  Fruits 
have  a  harfh  Flavour.  A  third  Sort  are  the  Wild- 
Stocks  themfelves  improved  by  grafting,  in  the 
Manner  you  will  find  defcribed  in  your  Memoirs. 
The  Generality  of  thefe  lafl  are  earthed  in  Bafkets, 
but  do  you  know  for  what  Reafon,  Sir  ? 

Chevalier.  I  think  I  recoiled:  it,  my  Lord.  It 
:  is  in  order  to  have  a  Tree  ready  form’d,  and  in  a 
I  Condition  to  be  tranfplanted  into  the  Place  of  one 
I  that  is  decay’d  j  by  which  Means  the  Vacancy  may 
I  be  fill’d  without  any  Delay,  and  we  are  in  no  Dan- 
I  ger  of  being  deceived.  But  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
I  know  whether  the  Choice  of  a  Trad  of  Ground 
,  for  the  Nurfery  requires  any  peculiar  Attention? 

Count.  If  the  Soil  fhould  happen  to  be  lean  and 
I  unfubftantial,  its  Produdions  will  be  weak  and  lan- 
j  guifhing,  and  their  Indifpofition  can  never  be  re- 
j  medied.  On  the  other  Hand,  it  ought  not  to  be 
1  extremely 


.  You  are  looking  upon  the  rp.  Nurfery 
, whole  r  undion  is  to  recruit  the 
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extremely  rich  or  manured  to  any  confiderable  De¬ 
gree  ;  and  its  Quality  fhould  be  a  Medium  between 
thofe  Extremes.  It  ought  to  be  inferior,  in  fome 
Degrees,  to  the  Soil  into  \^hich  the  young  Trees 
are  afterward  to  be  tranfplanted,  that  the  Tranfi- 
tion  from  one  to  the  other,  which  is  apt  to  impair 
them,  may  be  fpeedily  retrieved  by  the  Goodnefs 
of  a  new  Aliment,  and  that  they  may  not  dege¬ 
nerate  by  pafTing  from  a  good  Soil  to  one  that  is 
lefs  fo. 

While  the  young  Plants  are  in  the  Nurfery  they 
are  confined  to  a  cOntradted  Space,  and  muft  be 
govern’d  by  very  ftrid  Rules.  They  are  difpofed 
in  Lines  three  Feet  dittant  from  each  other  *,  but 
the  youngeft  are  planted  ftill  clofer,  that  we  may 
be  as  fparing  of  the  Ground  as  poffib'Ie,  and  like- 
wife  that  we  may  invigorate  their  Stems,  by  not 
permitting  their  Foliage  to  expand  in  full  Liberty. 
When  they  are  habituated  by  the  Conftraint  of  this 
firfl:  Culture,  to  the  Form  we  propofed  to  give 
them,  they  are  allow’d  a  more  honourable  Rank 
among  Trees  of  an  advanced  Growth  -,  and  inftead 
of  languifhing  when  they  leave  their  foft  Situation, 
they  are  feen  to  improve  immediately  after  their 
Tranfplantation  from  the  Nurfery  i  and  then  ex¬ 
perience  the  Advantage  of  a  free  Air,  and  a  good 
Eftablifhment.' 

I  believe  it  will  now  be  proper  for  us  to  turn  back 
toward  the  Houfe. 


Chevalier.  Your  Lordfhip  makes  our  Walk  a 
little  of  the  fhortefl:  To-day. 

Count,  I  have  no  Intention  to  leave  you  as  yet,  Sir,- 
but  am  willing  to  let  you  fee  the  different  Repofito- 
ries  that  are  necefïàry  to  preferve  the  Produdlions  of 
tiie  Olitory.  The  firfl:  that  occurs  to  us  on  this  Oc- 

TheF  >  cafion  is  the  Fruitery.  Several  Ex- 
rui  ery.  bave  been  reforted  to  for  the 

Prefer- 
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Prefervation  of  Fruits  as  long  as  poffible  ;  and  I 
believe  there  are  Secrets  for  the  Accomplifhment  of 
that  Defign  :  But  till  fome  Perfon  fhall  pleafe 
to  favour  us  with  the  Difcovery,  if  they  indeed  be 
real,  we  muft  content  ourfelves  with  the  Fruitery, 
as  the  beft  Contrivance  we  have  at  prefent,  for  the 
Prefervation  of  our  Fruits  through  all  the  Months 
of  the  Winter-Seafon  in  which  they  were  intended 
to  regale  us.  You  are  fenfible  that  they  ripen  fuc- 
ceflively  in  the  Place  were  we  ftore  them. 

I  Chevalier.  By  what  Means  can  a  Fruit,  which 
j  no  longer  grows  on  the  Tree,  acquire  any  better 
I  Qualities  than  what  it  received  from  the  Soil  and 
Sunfhine  ? 

Count.  It  does  not  acquire  any  Thing  new  *,  and 
the  Maturity  it  obtains  in  the  Store-Room  is  only 
a  Modification  of  what  it  already  enjoys.  I  fancy 
I  can  account  for  the  Caufe.  The  Fruit  continues 
!  to  be  impregnated  with  feveral  Particles  of  Air, 
which  operate  by  their  elaftic  Power,  and  their  Effi- 
I  cacy  is  very  confiderable,  when  they  are  either  com- 
[  prefled  or  expanded  in  Proportion  to  their  being 
;  affedted  by  the  Impreffions  of  the  external  Air  *, 

[  but  their  Efforts  are  very  languid  when  they  ceafe 
i  to  communicate  with  the  Atmofphere  without. 

The  Air,  which  is  inclofed  in  the  Fruit,  muft  ne- 
^  ceflarily  adf  upon  the  Sap,  whofe  Cohefion  it 
i  breaks  by  Degrees,  and  occafions  a  perfedf  Inter- 
I  mixture  of  the  Salts  and  Oils  ;  after  which  it 
Ï  fmooths  off  the  jagged  Points  of  the  one,  by 
^  the  foft  Occurfions  of  the  other,  and  produces, 
ij  in  Time,  a  Flavour  which  is  neither  poignant  nor 
li  infipid,  but  an  agreeable  Combination  of  Sweet- 
aj  nefs  and  Acidity,  which  conftitutes  the  Perfeclionof 

!the  Fruit.  When  this  Period  is  once  paft,  the  pala¬ 
table  Parts  of  the  Fruit  are  diflipated  by  infenfible 
Evaporation,  and  what  remains  is  only  a  grofs  Sub- 
ftance,  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  thrown  away.  In 
I  order 
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order,  therefore,  that  Nature’s  Care,  to  enrich  the 
Winter  with  different  Degrees  and  Succédions  of 
Ripenefs  in  the  Fruits  (he  referves  for  that  Seafon, 
may  not  be  render’d  ineffedlual,  we  find  it  neceffary 
to  prepare  a  Repofitory  to  fecure  them  from  the 
Impr;effions  of  the  external  Air,  which,  as  we  are 
fenfible  by  Experience,  is  too  precipitate  in  com¬ 
pleting  their  Maturity,  and  caufes  them  too  fud- 
denly  to  exhale  the  fine  Particles  that  fupplied  them 
with  their  delicate  Flavour. 

Chevalier.  The  Fruitery  then  muff  needs  be  fhut 
up  as  clofe  as  an  Ice-Houfe. 

Count.  It  ought  to  be  furnifo’d  with  fubflantial 
Walls  to  render  it  ufeful,  and  it  (hould  neither  be 
in  a  Granary  where  the  Air  is  abundantly  too  cold,  /: 
nor  in  a  Cellar  where  it  is  as'  much  too  moift  ;  but  /  ' 
it  ought  to  be  in  a  dry  Place  whete  the  Floor  X' 
fhould  be  even  with  the  Ground,  and  the  Window^^^ 
turn’d  to  the  South:  There  fhould  likewife  be  goodj, 
Shutters  and  double  Doors  ;  befide  which  a  dou?. 
ble  Fold  of  Curtains  fhould  be  drawn  round  the 
Room,  otherwife  the  Humidity  will  rot  one  Part 
of  the  Fruit,  and  the  Frofl:  decay  the  other.  I 
have  caufed  mine  to  be  furnifh’d  with  large  wooden 
Preffes,  for  the  better  Security  of  the  Fruit,  and 
they  have  fucceeded  perfedlly  well.  The  ufual  Cuf- 
tom  is  to  have  Shelves  border’d  with  a  Ledge  to 
prevent  the  Fruits  from  falling.  Thefe  Shelves  are 
likewife  difpofed  in  a  Slant,  which  from  Time 
to  Time  gives  a  View  of  all  the  decay’d  Fruit, 
which  ought  to  be  thrown  away  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  reft.  A  Shelf  without  a  Covering 
is  prejudicial  to  the  Fruits,  which  then  are  apt  to 
roll  againft  each  other,  and  putrify  by  Contadf. 
They  are  likewife,  for  the  moft  Part,  heavy  enough 
to  ,be  injured  in  the  Part  where  they  prefs  upon 
the  Wood  -,  and  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Straw  and 
Fern,  which  are  ufually  fpread  under  them,  fre- 
I  qaertly 
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quently  infed  them  with  a  difagrceable  Flavour. 
Sand  eafily  impairs  them,  by  the  Humidity  it  con- 
tradts  in  the  Shade  ;  and  nothing  has  been  found 
fo  ferviceable  as  Mofs  gathered  from  the  Stems  of 
Trees  and  well  beaten  after  it  has  been  dried  in  the 
Sun.  The  Fruits  fink  gently  into  a  Bed  of  this 
Nature,  which  fuftains  them  with  a  commodious 
Softnefs  ;  and  we  may  then  vifit  and  touch  them, 
without  any  Danger  of  rolling  them  upon  any  other 
Fruits  that  are  near  them. 

Chevalier.  We  preferve  in  our  Houfe  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Time,  and  even  till  the  Winter  be  very 
far  advanced,  all  forts  of  fine  Pears,  by  wrapping 
them  up  in  Sheets  of  thick  Paper  twilled  over  the 
Stalks.  The  Fruit  is  then  ranged  on  Hurdles,  in 
order  to  preferve  it  from  Air  and  Moiflure. 

Count.  This  is  certainly  a  very  good  Expedient, 
and  it  preferved  me  a  Parcel  of  Virgoleufe  Pears 
about  a  Month  ago. 

Chevalier.  Vvili  your  Lord  fh ip  be  fo  good 'as  to 
let  me  know  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Bags  that  are  hung 
up  in  the  Middle  of  the  Fruitery  ? 

Count,  They  are  different  Parcels  of  Seeds,  which 
will  be  ufed  in  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Spring, 
and  likewife  in  the  Summer  Seafon.  The  Name 
of  the  Seed  is  infcribed  on  each  Pacquet,  and  the 
whole  may  be  recurred  to  without  any  Confufion, 

A  fécond  Repofitory,  and  altogether 
as  ufeful  as  the  other,  is  that  where  we 
preferve  our  Roots  and  efculent  Plants.  HeVbs  ^c. 
This  is  ufually  a  vaulted  Cellar  ;  the 
Avenues  and  Spiracles  of  which  are  exaélly  clofed 
up  during  the  Seafons  of  Froft  and  Humidity.  The 
Winter  Herbs  and  Roots  are  preferved  in  Btds  of 
Sand,  which  caufe  Celery  and  Fmdive  to  whiten, 
and  enlarge  their  Growth.  We  may  even  raife  a 
Vegetation  of  Mufhrooms  on  thofe  Beds,  which 
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being  intermixed  with  Manures  that  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Air,  generally  contain  feveral  of  the 
imperceptible  Seeds  of  Mulhrooms,  which  have  been 
wafted  by  the  Wind  into  a  Variety  of  Situations. 

Chevcdier,  This  may  be  properly  called  a  Win¬ 
ter-Garden. 

Count,  We  there  can  imitate  the  Favours  of  the 
Spring,  and  we  likewife  prolong  thofe  of  Autumn 
as  much  as  polTible. 

A  third  Repolitory  is  the  Green- 
Houfe,  where,  during  the  Winter- 
Seafon,  we  lodge  our  Orange,  Pome¬ 
granate,  and  Fig-Trees,  together  with  Laurels  and 
all  the  ufual  fruitful  or  flowering  Shrubs  that  abhor 
the  Cold,  Thefe  Plants  correfpond  very  well  with 
the  Air  of  our  Climate,  and  it  is  fufficient  if  the 
Green-Houfe  be  well  clofed  and  turned  to  the  South, 
in  order  to  receive  the  Warmth  of  the  Sun  thro’  the 
glazed  Windows,  and  even  to  admit  the  Air,  from 
Time  to  Time,  when  its  Gales  are  fofc  and  fa¬ 
vourable. 

Chevalier.  Would  not  a  Chimney  be  commodious 
in  the  Green-Houfe  when  the  Winter  happens  to 
prove  fevere.^ 

Count.  Neither  that  nor  a  Stove  would  be  pro¬ 
per.  The  coldefl:  Air  would  defcend  through  the 
Vents  of  the  Chimney  and  freeze  fome  Plants,  while 
others  near  the  Fire  would  be  fcorched.  The 
Sparks  might  even  fet  Fire  to  the  Boxes  of  Plants, 
and  the  Mats  that  are  hung  upon  the  Walls,  to 
preferve  them  from  Humidity.  The  Smoke,  which 
would  almoft  be  inevitable,  is  extremely  injurious 
to  all  Verdure,  and  frequently  to  the  Plant  itfelf. 
In  a  Word,  there  is  no  Equality  in  this  Method  ; 
for  fhould  the  Fire  decay,  or  be  extinguifhed,  the 
Plants»  which  have  then  opened  all  their  Pores  to  a 
Warmth  that  refrefhed  them,  will  be  more  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  the  Severity  of  Frofts  than  they  would  had 
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they  been  left  without  any  Fire  at  all.  The  fureft 
Expedient  therefore  is  to  keep  the  wdiole  Place 
well  clofed  up  from  the  external  Air,  and  to  cover 
the  Windows  with  double  Lays  of  Straw,  when  the 
Cold  is  very  violent Chevalier', 

*  The  Tranflator  thought  it  necelTary  to  acquaint  the  Reader 
with  the  Sentiments  of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Miller^  with  relation 
to  Green-Houfes  ;  and  the  following  PalTage,  which  is  tran- 
feribed  from  his  Gardener’s  Dictionary,  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  the  candid  and  judicious,  though  it  happens  to  differ  in  fome 
Particulars  from  our  excellent  French  Author. 

Under  the  Floor,  [of  the  Gree7i-Houfe~\  about  two  Feet  from 
the  Front,  I  would  advife  a  Flue  of  about  ten  Inches  in  width 
and  two  Feet  deep  to  be  carried  the  whole  Length  of  the  Houfe, 
and  it  may  be  returned  along  the  back  Part,  and  be  carried  up 
in  proper  Funnels  adjoining  to  the  Tool-Houfe,  by  which  the 
Smoke  may  pafs  off.  The  Fire-place  may  be  contrived  at  one 
End  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  Door  at  which  the  Fuel  is  put  in, 
as  alfo  the  Afh -grate,  may  be  contrived  to  open  into  the  Tool- 
Houfe,  that  fo  it  may  be  quite  hid  from  the  Sight,  and  be  in 
the  dry  ;  and  the  Fuel  may  be  laid  in  the  fame  Place,  whereby 
it  will  be  always  ready  for  Ufe. 

I  fuppofe  many  People  will  be  furprifed  to  fee  me  dire6l  the 
making  of  Flues  under  a  Green-Houfe,  which  have  been  difufed 
fo  long,  and  by  moft  People  thought  of  ill  Confequence  ;  as 
indeed  they  have  often  proved,  when  under  the  Diredlion  of 
unfkilful  Managers,  who  have  thought  it  neceffary  whenever 
the  Weather  was  cold  to  make  Fires  therein.  But  however 
injurious  Flues  have  been  under  fuch  Mifmanagement,  yet  when 
(kilfully  managed  they  are  of  very  great  Service  :  For  though 
perhaps  it  may  happen  that  there  will  be  no  Neceiuty  to  make 
any  Fires  in  them  for  two  or  three  Years  together,  as  when  the 
Winters  prove  mild  there  will  not,  yet  in  very  hard  Winters 
they  will  be  extremely  ufeful  to  keep  out  the  Froif,  which 
cannot  be  effeded  any  other  Way,  but  with  great  Trouble  and 
Difficulty. 

Within  fide  of  the  Windows,  in  Front  of  the  Green-Houfe,  you 
Ihould  have  good  llrong  Shutters,  which  fhould  be  made  with 
Hinges  to  fold  back,  that  fo  they  may  fall  quite  clofe  to  the 
Piers,  that  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  may  not  be  oWlruded  thereby  : 
Thefe  Shutters  need  not  to  be  above  an  Inch  think,  or  little 
more,  which,  if  made  to  jolu  clofe,  will  be  fufficient  to  keep 
out  our  common  Froft  ;  and  when  the  Weather  is  fo  cold  as  to 
endanger  freezing  in  the  Houfe,  it  is  but  making  a  Fire  in  your 
Flue,  which  will  effedually  prevent  it  ;  And  without  this  Con- 
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Chevalier.  I  have  feen  a  Stove  ufed  in  a  Green* 
Houfe  at  V erf  ailles. 

Count,  That,  Sir,  is  a  fourth  Species  of  Confer- 
vatories,  and  only  fit  for  thofe  Perfons  who  are  ex¬ 
tremely  rich  and  curious,  or  for  Gardeners,  who  can 
make  the  ProfitsofitaCompenfation  for  the  Expence. 

An  equal  Degree  of  Heat  is  preferved  in  it  for 
fix  or  feven  Months  by  the  Aid  of  Stoves,  placed  in 
the  Middle  and  at  the  Extremities  of  the  Building. 
This  Green-Houfe  fhould  entirely  front  the  South', 
and  if  it  be  formed  into  a  Semi-Circle  it  will  con¬ 
center  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  from  Morn  to  Evening 
better  than  if  it  were  difpofed  in  a  ftraight  Line. 

The  Wall  fhould  be  thick,  to  prevent  the  pene¬ 
tration  of  Cold  ;  and  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have 
them  white-wafhed  within,  the  better  to  refled  the 

vemency  it  will  be  veiy  tronblefome,  as  I  have  often  been,  where 
Perfons  have  been  obliged  to  nail  Mats  before  the  Windows, 
or  to  ftiiff  the  hollow  Space  between  the  Shutters  and  the  Glafs 
with  Straw  ;  which,  when  done,  is  commonly  fuft'ered  to  re¬ 
main  till  the  FrofI;  goes  away  ;  wdiich,  if  it  fhould  continue  very 
long,  the  keeping  the  Green-Houfe  fo  clofely  fhut  up  will  prove 
very  injurious  to  the  Plants.  And  as  it  frequently  happens  that 
we  have  an  Hour  or  two  of  the  Sun-fliine  in  the  middle  of  the 
Day,  in  continued  Frohs,  which  are  of  great  Service  to  Plants 
when  they  can  enjoy  the  Rays  thereof  through  the  Glaffes,  fo 
when  there  is  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  open  the  Shutters, 
which  may  be  performed  in  a  very  fhort  Time,  and  foon  fhuî 
again  when  the  Sun  is  clouded,  the  Plants  may  have  the  Benefit 
thereof  whenever  it  appears  ;  whereas,  where  there  is  fo  much 
Trouble  to  uncover,  and  as  much  to  cover  again,  it  would  take 
up  the  whole  Time  in  uncovering  and  ihutting  them  up,  and 
thereby  the  Advantage  of  the  Sun’s  Influence  would  be  loll.  Be- 
fides,  where  there  is  fo  much  Trouble  required  to  keep  out  the 
Froft,  it  will  be  a  great  Chance  if  it  be  not  negledled  by  the 
Gardener  ;  for  if  he  be  not  as  fond  of  preferving  his  Plants,  and 
as  much  in  Love  with  them,  as  his  Mailer,  this  Labour  will  be 
thought  too  great  by  him  ;  and  if  he  does  take  the  Pains  to  co¬ 
ver  the  Glafi’es  up  with  Mats,  Cf c.  he  will  not  care  to  take  them 
away  again  until  the  Weather  alters,  fo  that  the  Plants  will  be 
lliut  up  clofe  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  Frofl.  Miller  s 
Gardener’s  Diilionary.  Article,  Green-Houfe. 
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L'ghc  that  colours  and  enlivens  the  Plants.  The 
StrLKTture  is  but  of  a  moderate  Height,  that  the 
Body  of  Air  to  be  heated  may  not  betooconfiderable  ; 
and  its  Depth  is  narrow,  that  the  Sun-beams  may 
play  upon  the  back  Wall. 

All  the  Southern  Front  ought  to  be  a  Range  of 
Windows,  accompanied  with  ftrong  Curtains,  and 
with  as  few  Piers  as  polîible,  that  the  whole  may  be 
equally  clofed,  and  equally  prefenteu  to  the  Sun 
without  any  Interruption  of  Shade. 

The  Funnels  of  the  Stove  are  carried  along  the 
infide  Length  of  the  Walls,  but  the  Stoves  are  fup- 
plied  with  Fuel  from  without,  and  are  built  in  the 
Subftance  of  the  Mafonry,  fo  that  neither  Fire, 
Sparkles  or  Smoke  can  have  any  Admiffion  within. 

In  order  to  warm  the  internal  Air  in  a  fure  and 
regular  Manner,  it  will  be  proper  to  erect  over  the 
Stove  a  little  Chamber,  or  kind  of  Furnace,  which 
fhould  be  filled  with  Flints,  and  ought  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  outward  Air,  by  the  Intervention  of  a 
Tube,  and  with  the  interior  Air  of  the  Green-Houfe 
by  another  Canal.  The  Stream  of  external  Air 
which  is  admitted  into  the  Furnace  becomes  hot 
by  its  Continuance  there,  and  likewife  by  its  flowing 
over  the  burning  Flints,  after  which  it  is  diftributed 
through  the  Confervatory,  in  fuch  Quantities  as  are 
judged  proper,  by  turning  a  Cock.  The  Influx  of 
Air  is  adjufted  by  the  Thermometer  -,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  which  any  Excefs  of  Heat  is  corredbed 
by  the  AdmilTion  of  as  much  cool  Air  as  is  thought 
neceflary  *,  by  which  Means  the  whole  Place  may 
enjoy  fuch  a  Temperament  of  Air  as  correfponds 
in  a  great  Meafure  with  the  genial  Warmth  of  the 
fine  Days  in  Summer. 

At  a  little  Diftance  from  this  Place  I  have  con¬ 
trived  a  Green-Houfe  in  Miniature  ;  and  inftead 
of  a  folid  Building,  with  a  pompous  Safh-work 
in  Iron  Frames,  I  contented  myfelf  with  beftowing 
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Mafonry  on  the  Northern  Part,  while  the  three  ^ 
other  Sides  and  the  Roof  are  compofed  of  Ifrong 
Wooden  Frames  painted  in  Oil, 

You  may  there  fee  the  Stove  which  is  fupplied 
with  Fuel  from  without  ;  but  inftead  of  having  Re- 
courfe  to  this,  or  to  any  Work  of  Mafonry,  we 
may  form  a  Lodge  of  Glafs  Safhes  over  a  Bed  of 
Earth.  The  whole  may  be  covered  with  Mats  when 
neceffary,  and  at  other  Seafons  it  may  enjoy  the 
Sunfhine  through  the  Glafs,  which  will  confine  the 
Warmth  to  it  for  a  confiderable  Time. 

-  Che^jalier,  I  am  furprifed  beyond  Exprefiion, 
for  1  difcover  through  the  Safhes  feveral  Clufters  of 
Grapes  already  formed,  though  the  Vine  be  not  yet 
in  its  Bloom. 

Count,  Let  us  w^alk  into  this  Confervatory  and 
take  a  View  of  its  Curiofities.  The  firfl  Ufe  of  this 
Place  is  to  preferve  thofe  exotic  Plants  that  are  inca¬ 
pable  of  fufiaining  the  Severity  of  our  Air  in  a 
common  Green-Houfe.  You  may  obferve  fome 
Plants  of  this  Nature  which  I  have  collecled  with 
Care.  I  have  the  ‘Tonch-'ThiJile,,  the  Euphorhium^ 
the  Coffee-Tree,^  the  Fig-Marygolà  ■^,  the  Aloe,^  the 
Pine-Apple,^  and  fome  Balm-Trees. 

The  fécond  Function  of  the  Green-Houfe  with 
a  Stove  is  to  furnifh  us  with  Novelties,  fuch  as 
beautiful  Flowers  and  ripe  Fruit,  much  fooner  than 
their  commmn  Seafon.  For  In  fiance,  we  extend 
into  the  Green- Lloufe  two  or  three  of  the  fineft 
Branches  of  a  Vine,  whofe  Stock  is  planted  with¬ 
out  ;  and  when  the  exterior  Part  of  the  Vine  be¬ 
gins  to  bloom,  at  the  clofe  of  May,,  or  in  June,,  the 
green  Grapes  which  you  obferve  within  will  be  black 
and  ripe  enough  for  eating.  This  Expedient  enabled 
me  to  entertain  you  to-day  at  Dinner  with  a  Plate 
of  Figs  that  received  your  Approbation. 

*  Ficoides. 
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Chevalier.  And  yet  it  will  be  two  or  three  Months 
before  we  fhall  gather  them  in  their  natural  Seafon, 
for  they  are  never  ripe  till  July. 

Count.  When  the  Froft  begins  to  check  the  fécond 
Growth  of  Figs  in  September^  I  intend  to  fhelter 
the  Tree  in  the  Confervatory,  and  we  may  poflibly 
prolong  the  Enjoyment  of  this  Fruit  to  the  End  of 
Autumn. 

The  Fruits  that  are  here  produced  are  frequently 
aided  by  the  Afpe6l  of  the  Sun  and  the  Influence 
of  the  Air,  and  they  regale  us  with  a  very  agreeable 
Flavour.  The  Flowers  likewife  that  fpring  in  the 
lame  Situation  refrelh  the  View  with  Colours  of  a 
lively  Glow.  The  Induftry,  by  which  we  are  ac¬ 
commodated  with  thefe  Novelties,  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  Gardeners  by  the  Curious.  It  is  no 
longer  an  unfertile  Amufement,  but  redounds  to 
the  Advantage  of  the  Publick. 

Chevalier.  Does  not  your  Lordlhip  take  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Culture  to  be  a  Force  upon  Nature? 

Count.  No,  Sir,  it  rather  aids  her  in  her  Ope¬ 
rations.  When  our  Plants  are  fcorched  by  immo¬ 
derate  Heat,  we  refrefh  them  with  frequent  Water¬ 
ings,  and  Nature  fuffers  no  Compulfion  by  this 
Proceeding.  On  the  other  Hand,  when  they  are 
chilled  by  Froft,  we  recall  them  to  Life  by  a 
redoubled  Warmth  transfufed  through  Glafs  Bells 
and  Safhes  -,  and  Nature  is  no  more  forced  by  this 
Method  than  fhe  is  by  the  other. 

Chevalier.  I  obferve  another  little  piece  of  Build¬ 
ing  joined  to  the  Side  of  the  Green-houfe. 

Count.  The  Gardener  there  depofites  all  his 
Tools  and  Implements,  as  well  as  the  Springes, 
Traps,  Scare-Crows,  and  other  Inftruments  of  Ho- 
ftility,  which  he  employs  againfl;  the  Enemies  of 
his  Labours. 
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Chevalier,  Will  your  Lordfliip  permit  me  to  de- 
•  ftroy  the  Worms,  and  Snails,  and  Caterpillars,  with 
all  the  other  Infedls  that  infeft  the  Garden  ? 

Count,  That  will  be  undertaking  a  very  confi- 
derable  Affair,  Sir. 

Chevalier.  I  fliall  acquit  myfclf  in  a  pundlual 
Manner  ;  tor  nothing  more  is  necefiary,  than  to  leave 
the  Garden  to  the  Care  of  a  few  Lapwings,  or 
Plovers,  after  the  large  Feathers  have  been  plucked 
from  their  Wings  ;  your  Lordfhip  will  fee  them 
employed  from  Morning  to  Night  in  keeping  the 
Gardens  as  neat  as  poffible. 

Count,  Your  Obfervation  is  juft,  Sir:  I  had  fome 
of  thofe  Creatures  for  feveral  Years  paft,  and  they 
really  performed  W  onders  -,  but  I  have  been  deprived 
of  thefe  Servants  by  Birds  of  Prey, 

Chevalier,  1  know  a  Gentleman  who  takes  even 
a  better  Method  than  this.  He  has  a  Breed  of 
Domeftic  Storks,  that  were  fent  to  him  from  Ger~ 
viany\  and  they  are  difpofed  in  a  Neft,  which  is 
fixed  in  the  middle  of  a  Veffel,  formed  with  two 
Iron  Hoops,  and  placed  on  a  Pedeftal,  faften’d  to 
the  top  of  the  Turret  where  the  Weather- Cock 
turns.  The  Storks  are  attentive  to  all  that  paffes 
below,  and  as  their  Sight  is  very  penetrating,  they 
difcover  the  Motions  of  a  Dormoufe,  the  Labours 
of  a  Mole,  the  gliding  of  a  Snake,  and  the  Trip 
of  a  Lizard  -,  upon  which  they  immediately  dart 
upon  them,  and  they  always  train  up  their  Young 
to  the  lame  Hoftilities. 

Count,  Thefe  Birds  will  take  off  Abundance  of 
Trouble  from  the  Perfon  who  entertains  them. 

Thus  have  I  acquainted  you,  my  dear  Chevalier, 
with  the  firft  general  Principles  that  will  enable 
you  to  form  a  Garden  in  a  proper  Manner  :  Let 
us  now  proceed  to  the  Method  of  fhaping  a  Tree; 
^nd  if  you  pleafe  we  will  feat  ourfelves  in  this 
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Place,  while  you  read  over  the  Memoirs  you  have 
received  from  the  Prior. 

Chevalier,  I  will  begin  with  the  firft  that  occurs. 


Ohfervations  on  Grafting. 

F  all  the  Operations  in  Gardening,  there  arc 
none  but  wliat  are  honourable  in  their  Nature 
and  amufing  to  the  Imagination  \  butthofe  that  are 
moft  worthy  of  our  Curiofity  are  Grafting  and 
ï*runing.  The  former  is  the  eafier  of  the  two,  but 
we  muft  likewife  allow  it  to  be  the  moft  aftonifhingi 
Pruning  is  indeed  more  difficult,  but  it  certainly 
conftitutes  the  real  Merit  of  a  Gardener. 

Grafting  is  performed  in  feven  or  eight  different 
Manners,  a  juft  Idea  of  which  will  be  fufficient  at 
firft  -,  and  we  may  refer ve  for  the  praétic  Part  a 
particular  Detail  of  each  Precaution  neceffary  to  be 
obferved  in  that  Branch  of  this  Science. 

The  moft  ancient  Manner  of  grafting  r  ^  r 
is  performed  firft  by  lopping  off  all  ^  ^ 

the  Head  of  a  Tree,  or  only  one  of 
the  main  Branches  -,  fecondly,  by  cleaving  the  Stock 
with  a  ftrong  Knife,  which  ought  to  be  driven  in 
with  a  Mallet  -,  thirdly,  by  opening  the  Cleft  to 
fome  Depth  by  Means  of  a  Wedge*,  and  laftly, 
by  inferting  into  the  Stock  a  Branch  cut  from  a 
Tree  of  a  kindly  Nature,  and  impregnated  with 
at  leaft  three  good  Buds,  which  are  fo  many  Knots 
or  Tumours  *,  each  of  which  enfolds  a  little  Pacquet 
of  Leaves.  The  Extremity  of  the  Graft  fhould 
be  cut  fmooth  and  even  on  both  Sides  \  after  which 
it  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  Cleft  in  fuch  a  Manner 
that  the  Bark  of  one  of  its  Sides  at  leaft  may  ex- 
adly  coincide  with  the  Bark  of  the  Stock  that  re¬ 
ceives  it» 


This 
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This  *  Difpofition  is  abfolutely  necelTary,  becaufe 
the  Incorporation  of  the  Graft  with  the  Stock  is 
accomplifhed  by  the  mutual  Union  of  their  fine 
Barks.  This  Bark  is  compofed  of  feveral  thin 
Rinds,  or  Films,  drawn  in  Circles  over  each  other, 
and  the  firft  Round  is  difengaged  from  the  reft  in 
Spring,  at  which  Time  it  fwells  into  a  more  fub- 
ftantial  Texture,  and  forms  the  new  Circle  of 
Wood,  which  is  annually  acquired  by  the  Tree. 
The  Fibres,  that  conftitute  the  inward  Rind  of  the 
fine  Bark,  being  cut  in  thofe  Parts  where  the  Stock 
and  Scion  are  joined,  the  Orifices  of  the  one  open 
into  thofe  of  the  other  ;  in  Confequence  whereof  the 
callous  Subftance  which  is  there  formed  unites  fe¬ 
veral  Canals  of  the  Trunk  with  thofe  of  the  Graft. 
Other  Canals  are  interwoven  with  each  other,  and 
the  two  Films,  fo  different  in  their  Natures,  are 
confolidated  into  one  Subftance.  But  when  this 
Conjundlion  is  not  accomplifhed  under  the  fine 
Texture  of  Rind,  it  muft  never  be  expefled,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  Wood  already  formed,  and  which  then 
ceafes  to  be  fupple,  or  in  the  grofs  Bark,  which  is 
altogether  as  impliant  as  the  Wood. 

When  the  Infertion  is  completed,  the  Cleft  fhould 
be  covered  with  Chips  of  Bark,  in  fuch  a  Manner 
as  to  exclude  all  Penetrations  from  without.  This 
Covering  of  Bark  fhould  be  coated  over  with  a 
Compofition  of  Wax  and  Pitch  melted  together, 
or  a  Mixture  of  Clay,  with  a  fmall  Quantity  of 
Straw  *,  and  the  whole  muft  be  fwathed  over  with 
Cloth,  to  prevent  the  Admiffion  of  Rains  and  parch¬ 
ing  Air.  This  is  what  we  call  grafting  in  a  Cleft. 

The  firft  Cleft  may  be  croffed  or 
traverfed  by  a  fécond,  in  order  to  in- 
fert  four  Scions  inftead  of  one  ;  but  Care 


Crofs-Graft- 

iPg- 


*  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  zhnàgtàhy  LQn.\;thorp.  VoI.II. 
P-  675- 

muft 
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muft  always  be  taken  to  unite  the  Bark  of  the  Scion 
with  that  of  the  Stock.  This  is  called  Crofs- Graft- 
ing,  but  the  Operation  is  the  fame  with  the  other. 

If  the  Trunk  be  too  thick,  fo  as  to 
create  juft  Apprehenftons  of  its  being  Crown-Graft- 

too  much  fhocked  by  opening  a  Cleft, 
the  furrounding  Bark  muft  then  be  feparated  from 
the  Wood  in  feveral  Parts  by  the  Infertion  of  a  fmall 
Wedge  *,  after  which  we  may  fink  into  the  opened 
!  Circumference  eight  or  ten  Grafts,  each  of  which 
i  fhould  have  four  or  five  good  Buds,  and  their  Ex- 
1  tremities  are  to  be  fhaped  and!  flatted  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  will  beft  adapt  them  to  their  feveral 
Apertures.  The  whole  muft  be  covered  over  like 
the  Graft  in  Cleft,  and  this  is  what  we  call  Crown- 


Grafting 

Sometimes,  inftead  of  inferring  the 
Scions  into  a  Cleft,  or  between  the 
Wood  and  Bark  of  large  Stocks,  an 
Incifion  of  fome  Depth  is  made  with  a  Joiner’s 
Chiftel  in  the  Bark,  and  likewife  in  the  Wood  ;  and 
when  the  Piece  is  taken  out,  the  End  of  the  Graft 
muft  be  exadly  adjufted  to  the  Cavity,  by  which 
Means  the  two  Barks  acquire  an  intimate  Conjuncti¬ 
on  -,  and  this  is  called  Whip-Grafting,  Thefe  three 
Operations,  the  firft  of  which  is  moft  in  Ufe,  are 
performed  in  the  Months  of  March  and  Aprif  when 
the  Sap  begins  to  rife  in  a  copious  Flow. 

Two  Branches  are  fometimes  cho- 
fen  in  the  Month  of  one  grow-  ^ 

ing  on  a  wild  Stock,  and  the  other 
on  a  Tree  of  a  kindly  Nature,  and  they  fhould 
both  be  exadlly  of  the  fame  Thicknefs.  Each  of 
them  is  left  on  its  proper  Stem,  and  it  will  be  ne- 


^  It  is  likewife  called  Shoulder- Grafting,  and  Grafting  in 
the  Rind.  The  Appellation  of  Crown- Grafting  is  given  it  be- 
caufe  the  Grafts  are  fet  in  Form  of  a  Circle  or  Crown. 


cefTary 
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ceffary  to  fhorten  both  :  After  which  the  Gardener 
makes  a  circular  Incifion  in  the  good  Branch,  and 
pares  off  a  little  Tube  or  Ring  of  Bark,  which 
will  be  of  a  fufEcient  Length  if  it  contains  two 
good  Buds.  The  wild  Branch  muft  be  divefted 
of  its  Bark,  and  while  the  Wood  continues  moift, 
it  muft  be  inferted  into  the  hollow  Tube  which 
enclofes  it  like  its  native  Bark.  The  Extremity 
of  this  Infertion  may  be  covered  with  tempered 
Clay,  or  thin  Chips  rolled  into  a  circular  Bandage 
upon  the  Edge  of  the  Bark.  This  Operation  is 
called  Flute-Graftings  becaufe  it  refembles  the  ufual 
Pra<5lice  of  Children,  who  in  the  Seafon  when  the 
Sap  rifes  ftrip  the  Bark  from  a  Branch,  in  or¬ 
der  to  form  it  into  a  Flute  ;  and  it  is  appropri¬ 
ated  in  a  more  particular  Manner  to  Chefnut  and 
Fig-Trees. 

The  fifth  Manner  of  grafting  is  more 
Efcutcheon  generally  pradlifed  upon  Stone-Fruits  -, 

InS:ulauon°^  Operation  is  performed  by 

cutting  from  a  good  Tree  a  fmall 
triangular  Piece  of  the  Bark,  whofe  Length  muft 
a  little  exceed  its  Breadth,  and  in  the  Middle  of 
which  the  firft  Appearance  of  a  Branch  with  the 
Traces  of  one  or  two  Buds  fhould  be  feen.  In  paring 
off'  this  Bark  it  is  ufual  to  Aide  the  Blade  of  the 
Pruning-Knife  under  it,  in  order  to  cut  the  little 
Knot,  if  that  fhould  be  neceffary,  together  with  a 
fmall  Quantity  of  the  Wood  ;  not  that  this  laft  can 
be  of  any  Advantage  in  caufing  the  Graft  to  take, 
but  this  Precaution  is  ufed  to  prevent  any  Hazard  of 
miffing  the  Knot  *,  and  we  may  be  certain  it  is  fe- 
cure,  when  it  adheres  to  the  Bark  :  But  if  it  fhould 
be  feparated  from  it,  no  Bud  will  be  found.  This 
Knot  is  the  whole  future  Tree  in  little. 

The  Perfon  employed  in  this  Operation  holds 
the  triangular  Bark  in  his  Mouth  by  the  Extremity 
of  the  little  Branch,  to  prevent  the  Saliva  from 

being 
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being  detrimental  to  the  Sap,  and  at  the  fame  In» 
ftant  makes  an  Incifion  in  the  Form  of  a  T,  in 
fome  fmooth  Part  of  the  Wild  Stock  or  Tree 
that  is  to  be  meliorated  :  After  which  he  raifes 
and  removes  the  Lips  of  the  upper  Aperture  with 
the  flat  End  of  the  Handle  of  his  Pruning-Knife, 
and  then  flips  in  the  triangular  Bark,  caufing  its 
longeft  Point  to  defcend,  till  it  arrives  at  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  T,  and  is  covered  on  every  Part,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Bud,  which  is  fuffered  to  projedl  outward. 
Some  Gardeners  have  made  fuccefsful  Attempts  to 
inoculate  in  another  Manner.  They  apply  the  Tri¬ 
angular  Bark  of  a  kindly  Nature  to  the  Bark  of  a 
Wild  Stock,  and  cut  in  this  latter  another  Triangle 
of  the  fame  Dimenfions  with  the  other  ;  after  which 
they  raife  it  up,  and  remove  it  from  its  Place,  and 
then  infert  the  other  Bark,  which  contains  the  Eye 
or  Branch  of  the  better  Species. 

The  Barks  are  gently  treated  and  qualified  for 
uniting  with  each  other  by  binding  them  with  fe- 
veral  Rounds  of  Woolfted,  and  then  the  whole  is 
completed.  Woolfted  is  preferable  to  hempen 
Thread,  which  is  too  inflexible,  and  prevents  the 
Bark  from  dilating  with  due  Freedom.  This  is 
called  Efcutcheon-Grafting,  becaufe  the  pointed  tri¬ 
angular  Bark  very  much  refembles  the  Shield  of  our 
ancient  Knights  -,  and  in  order  to  fucceed  more  cf- 
fedtually,  inftead  of  a  Angle  Efcutcheon,  it  isufual 
to  infert  one  on  each  of  the  two  oppofite  Sides  of  the 
T  ree. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  difcontinue  my  Read¬ 
ing,  while  I  inform  myfelf  from  your  Lordfbip, 
whether  this  Obfervation  agrees  with  VirgiL  I  find 
by  the  Priori  Account,  that  a  fmooth  Part  of  the 
Bark  fhould  be  chofen  for  the  Infertion  of  the  Shield- 
Graft  -,  whereas  Virgil  declares  in  his  Georgies^  which 
I  have  lately  read,  that  the  Surface  of  the  Bark 
Ihould  projedl  in  feveral  Knots,  and  that  the  Aper¬ 
ture 
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ture  ought  to  be  formed  in  the  middle  of  one  of 
thefe 


Amidft  the  Bark^  where  the  emerging  Gem 
Rends  Its  foft  Foldage  and  fur  mounts  the  Stem^ 

In  the  firm  Knot  a  fender  Channel  funk 
Receives  a  Bud from  fome  feledled  frunk  ; 

Rears  its  young  Charge^  and  from  its  humid  Womb 
Imparts  the  Vitals  of  its  future  Bloom, 


Count,  Virgif  like  all  the  Gardeners  of  his  Time, 
thought  this  Precaution  neceffary -,  but  Reafon  and 
Experience  have  now  convinced  us  of  its  Inefficacy. 
It  is  not  the  Knot  of  the  wild  Stock,  but  that  of  the 
Graft,  which  is  to  be  the  Agent  in  the  Produflion 
of  a  new  Tree  ;  for  which  Reafon  it  is  altogether 
unneceffary  to  perform  the  Operation  on  the  Knot 
of  that  wild  Stock. 

Chevalier,  I  now  return  to  my  Memoirs. 

^  r  •  If  the  Inoculation  be  performed  in 

Snoot-Grafting.  ,  or  i  1 

^  the  Summer  Sea fon 5  when  the  Iree  is 

impregnated  with  a  copious  Sap,  it  is  cuftomary  to 

cut  off  the  Head  of  the  wild  Stock  four  or  five  Fingers 

above  the  Efcutcheon,  that  the  Sap  may  flow  over 

it,  and  promote  its  proper  Operation  :  This  fmall 

Remainder  of  the  wild  Stock  is  likewife  left  above 

the  Place  of  Inoculation,  to  prevent  the  Sap  from 

fuffocating  the  Graft,  and  that  it  may  be  diftributed 

among  a  Set  of  other  Buds,  whofe  Number  may  be 

ieffened  at  Pleafure  ;  and  this  is  diftinguilhed  by  the 

Name  of  Shoot-Grafting. 


*  - -  qua  fe  medio  trudant  de  cortice  gemmæ. 

Et  tenues  rumpunt  Tunicas,  anguftus  in  ipfo 
Fit  nodo  finus  :  hue  aliéna  ex  arbore  germen 
ïncludunt,  udoque  docent  inolefcere  libro. 

Ceorg.  2- 


When 
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When  the  Inoculation  is  deferred  to 
the  Month  of  Auguft^  or  the  Autumn  Graft 
Seafon,  it  wjll  then  be  improper  to  ac¬ 
celerate  the  Graft,  and  therefore  it  is  permitted  to  be 
dormant,  or  at  leaft  to  aél  in  a  languid  manner  ;  in 
order  to  which,  the  Head  of  the  Tree  is  not  lopt  off 
till  the  fucceeding  Spring,  when  the  Sap  will  be  re¬ 
novated  and  give  Indications  of  Life.  This  Prac¬ 
tice  has  the  Appellation  of  the  Dormant  Grafts  and 
thefe  two  laft  Manners  of  Grafting  are  always  the 
fame  as  the  Efcutcheon. 

by 

other,  is  performed  by  opening  a  Cleft  in  a  Branch 
of  a  Tree  we  diflike,  in  order  to  infert  into  it  the 
End  of  a  good  Branch,  which  is  fuffered  to  continue 
on  its  proper  Stock  *,  and  the  Wound  fhould  be 
covered  with  Wax  and  a  Bandage  of  Linen  Cloth. 
It  is  cuftomary  to  wait  a  re^ibnable  Time,  in  order 
to  be  certain  that  the  two  little  Portions  of  Bark  arc 
incorporated  into  one  Subftance  *,  the  good  Branch  is 
then  fevered  from  its  Stem,  to  diveft  it  of  the  Sap  it 
i  would  otherwife  derive  from  its  parent  Tree,  and 
that  it  may  be  fuftained  by  the  Aliment  it  imbibes 
from  the  Stock  into  which  it  is  inferred,  and 
which  is  divefted  of  its  own  Wood,  that  it  may  de- 
!  rive  a  new  Head  from  the  grafted  Branch.  This 
Operation  is  called  Grafting  hy  Approach^  or  Ablac¬ 
tation  *,  and  is  much  pradifed  on  Trees  reared  in 
Boxes,  which  may  be  placed  as  near  to  each  other 
as  we  pleafe. 

It  has  been  the  Opinion  of  fome  learned  Men, 
that  the  Circulation  of  the  Sap  in  Plants  is  perform¬ 
ed,  like  that  of  Blood  in  the  Bodies  of  Animals, 
through  a  Syftem  of  Canals  in  which  a  Number 
of  Valves  are  open,  to  afford  a  free  Current  to  the 

*  It  is  likewife  called  Inarching. 

4 


A  fixth  Method  of  Grafting,  and 
which  is  only  pradicable  on  two  Trees 
that  rife  at  a  little  Diftance  from  each 


Fluid 
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Fluid  that  impels  them  ;  after  which  they  clofe  up 
the  Paffages,  to  prevent  its  Return.  It  may  be 
difficult  to  difprove  the  Afcent  and  Reflux  of  the 
Sap  ;  but  the  Succefs  of  Grafting  by  Approach 
feems  to  demonftrate,  that  there  are  not  any  Valves 
in  the  Channels  of  Sap,  fince  it  flows  without  the 
lead  Obftru6lion  into  the  inverted  Graft.  Thefe 
Du6ls  therefore  of  the  Sap  are  a  Set  of  capillary 
Veflfels  through  which  that  Fluid  afcends,  in  what 
Pofltion  foever  they  are  prefented  to’  it. 

Grafting  by  Approach  may  likewife  be  aiccom-^ 
plifhed  by  other  Methods.  Inftead,  for  Inftance, 
of  inferting  the  End  of  one  Branch  trito  the  Cleft  of 
another,  they  are  capable  of  being  united  by  an 
exa6l  Coincidence  of  two  fmall  Incifions,  perfedtly 
correfponding  with  each  other,  and  cut  in  the  two 
feled:ed  Branches.  Thefe  may  be  croflTed  over  each 
other,  or  bound  together  at  their  Extremities,  after 
they  have  been  cut  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  the  one 
may  lye  exadtly  over  the  other.  It  is  not  ma¬ 
terial  in  what  Manner  they  are  joined,  provided 
the  inward  Bark  of  the  Graft  touches  the  interior 
Bark  of  the  Stock.  When  their  Union  is  com¬ 
pleted,  the  Sap,  by  fwelling  the  Veflfels  of  tlie 
external  Bark,  will  form  a  Tumour  around  it, 
which  will  infenfibly  cover  the  Wound.  The 
good  Branch  may  then  be  feparated  from  the 
Mother-Plant,  and  there  is  this  Advantage  in  Graft¬ 
ing  by  Approach,  that  the  two  Branches  equally 
contribute  to  the  Incorporation  by  the  reciprocal 
Concourfe  of  their  Sap. 

^  r*  The  Englijh  and  Butch  have  lately 

oot-  ra  ting,  Recourfe  to  a  Method  which  has 

not,  as  yet,  been  eftabliffied  among  us.  It  confifts 
in  grafting  a  fine  fruitful  Branch  upon  a  Stock  of 
Roots  ;  to  which  Effect  they  choofe  one  of  the 
large  Roots  of  a  Tree  whole  Nature  correfponds 
with  that  from  whence  the  Graft  is  to  be  taken. 

The 
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The  *  Root  is  cut  into  feveral  Divifions,  in  each 
of  which  à  Graft  is  inferred,  agreeably  to  fome  of 
the  preceding  Operations.  When  a  Tree  happens 
to  be  vigorous  you  may  take  from  it  a  Root  large 
enough  to  furnifh  twenty  or  thirty  Stocks  ;  and  if 
the  Pradlice  of  Root- Grafting  were  authorized  by 
fufficient  Experiments^  and  had  been  advanced  to  a 
Certainty  of  Succefs^  we  might  at  once  plant  a 
Root  and  its  Graft  in  the  Place  where  the  Tree  itfelf 
iliould  grow  ;  whereas  in  all  the  former  Operations 
there  is  commonly  a  long  Interval  of  Time  between 
Grafting  and  Tranfplanting. 

A  Tree  may  likewife  be  grafted  on  its  own  Stocky 
in  Conformity  to  fome  of  the  Methods  already  re- 
prefen  ted  and  when  one  of  its  Branches  has  been 
inferted  into  its  Trunk  you  may  likewife  graft  one 
of  its  Shoots  upon  that  Branch,  and  the  Fruit  will 
acquire  a  finer  Degree  of  Delicacy,  though  I  am 
unable  to  account  for  the  Caufe. 

Itds  not  fufficient  to  underftand  the  Art  of  Graft¬ 
ing,  and  to  be  capable  of  adapting  the  properefl 
Method  to  each  f  Plant  :  The  Article  of  the  greateft 
Importance  is,  to  know  what  Stock  is  mofl  agreeable 
to  each  Graft  *,  but  the  whole  may  be  referred  to 
very  fimple  Principles. 

Pears  are  grafted  either  on  Stocks  of  The  Manner 
their  own  Kind  ||,  or  on  a  Quince-Tree*  of  grafting 
Thofe  Grafts  that  are  intended  to  be  ful- 
ly  expofed  to  the  Wind  fliould  be  inferted  into  a  vigo¬ 
rous  Stock,  which,  by  penetrating  very  deep  into 
the  drieft  Soil,  fecures  its  Roots  from  being  injured 
by  the  Drought  that  reigns  about  the  Surface. 

Thofe  Shoots  that  are  to  be  forrî.ed  into  Dwarf- 
Trees,  or  Efpaliers,  ought  to  be  grafted  on  aQnii]ce- 

^  The  Art  of  Hufbandry,  by  y.  Mortimerc 

f  Memoirs  de  M.  le  llormand. 

11  Thefe  the  Gardeners  call  Frçe-Stockj. 

VoL.  IL  Lf 


Tree, 
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Tree,  which  fhoots  to  a  moderate  Depth  of  Earth, 
and  Aides  its  Roots  between  two  Stratas  of  Soil  -, 
it  likewife  delights  in  a  cultivated  Ground,  bears  in 
a  Aaort  fpace  oTTime,  and  produces  better  Fruit 
than  a  Scion  grafted  on  a  Free-Stock,  unlefs  it  be 
very  old. 

,  Apples  are  grafted  on  a  Crab-Tree 

raifed  from  a  Slip,  or  a  Kernel  ;  and 
likewife  on  a  Codlin  and  a  Paradife-Stock. 

The  Crab-Tree  that  has  been  raifed  from  a  Ker¬ 
nel  is  a  Aow  Plant,  but  very  vigorous,  and  it  lives 
for  a  confiderable  Time.  It  is  alfo  employed  in  the 
Produdlion  of  Standard  Pear-Trees. 

The  Paradife-Stock  fhoots  out  but  a  few  Roots, 
and  a  fmall  (^antity  of  Wood  :  It  is  foon  fruitful, 
but  is  not  of  any  long  Duration  ;  it  is  likewife 
formed  into  Dwarf-Trees,  in  thofe  Places  where 
the  View  ought  not  to  be  intercepted. 

The  Codlin-Tree  is  a  juA  Medium  between  thefe 
two,  Vv^ith  refpedt  to  its  Height  and  Duration  ;  but 
is  more  proper  to  be  fnaped  into  a  fine  Dwarf-Tree. 
Grafted  Apple- Trees  fucceed  in  Soils  that  are  but  in¬ 
different,  and  where  the  Pear-Tree  would  languiAi 
for  want  of  Humidity. 

p,  .  ^  Cherry-Trees  may  be  grafted  with 

errieo.  Succefs  into  Stocks  of  the  black,  or 

wild  red  Cherries.  They  are  commonly  inoculated, 
and  before  Midfummer.  The  Neapolitan  Medlar 
is  grafted  upon  a  White-Thorn. 

•All  kinds  of  Plumbs  are  propagated 
either  by  Cleft- Grafting,  or  Inoculation 
on  Wild  Plumb-Stocks,  raifed  from  Slips,  or  the 
Stones  of  that  Fruit. 

A  r’cocks  Apricocks  and  Peaches  are  common- 

and  VeLLs.  i^^o^'tilated  either  on  an  Almond,  or  a 
Plumb-Tree.  The  Roots  of  the  former 
Aioot  very  deep  in  the  Earth,  but  thofe  of  the  Plumb- 
Tree  never  defcend  much  below  the  Surface,  and 

.  they 


Plumbs. 
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they  extend  in  horizontal  Lines  .  The  Grafts  there¬ 
fore  are  inferred  into  Almond-Trees,  in  Soils  that 
are  naturally  dry  and  parching  -,  and  where  the  Roots 
of  the  Plumb-Tree  would  be  deftroyed  by  the 
Drought  ;  whereas  in  moifl:  Lands,  where  the  Wa- 
I  ter  rifes  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  the  Peach 
I  and  Apricock  are  always  grafted  on  a  Plumb-Stock, 

^  becaufe  the  Roots  of  the  Almond-Tree  would,  by 
I  fhooting  to  their  ufual  Depth,  plunge  into  the  Wa- 
I  ter,  which  would  certainly  rot  them.  It  may  be 
proper  likewife  to  intimate  on  this  Occafion,  that 
I  an  Apricock  is  much  more  agreeable  when  it  grows 
in  the  open  Air  -,  though  it  thrives  with  much  Secu¬ 
rity  on  an  Efpalier,  fituated  to  the  South  or  the  Eafi. 
The  Peach  requires  the  fame  Expofures,  efpecially 
the  Eaftern  -,  and  it  delights  in  a  warm  and  light 
Soil,  like  the  Apricock. 

Thefe  are  the  Principles  of  the  Art  of  Grafting; 

I  but  the  Diverlity  of  Soils,  Pofitions,  and  Air,  in 
Conjundlion  with  the  Knowledge  and  Experience  of 
each  Perfon,  may  authorife  feveral  Exceptions  in 
-the  pradical  Part.  As  to  any  other  Particulars, 
the  Generality  of  thefe  Methods  are  eafily  put  in 
Execution,  and  their  Succefs  is  almoft  infallible: 
But  as  fimple  as  their  feveral  Operations  may  be  in 
themfelves,  nothing  can  be  more  aftonifhing  than 
the  ElTeéls  they  produce  :  Not  that  I  am  for  raifing 
a  branching  Plead  of  Apples,  on  a  Plane-Tiee^ 
or  caufing  a  Chefnut  Stock  to  intermix 
I  a  Vegetation  oi  Beach-maft  with  his 
j  own  Emit.  I  would  not  whiten  an  Afn  Grafting?^ 

I  with  the  Bloiibms  of  Pears,  nor  propa- 
I  gate  luxuriant  Clulfers  of  Grapes,  on  a  Shrub. 

!  Thefe  are  monftrous  Appearances,  inftead  of  teal 
i  Wonders  ;  for  as  there  is  not  the  lead  Conformity 

.  'V' 

*  - Stériles  Platani  malos  gslTsie  valentes  j 

Caftaneæ  fagos,  ornufe^ue  incanduit  albo 
Flore  Pyri. 
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in  the  Nature  of  thefe  Plants,  fuch  inconfiftent  Pro- 
duftions  will  be  the  mere  Effed:  of  Force  ;  their 
Juices  will  be  difagreeable,  and  the  Fruit  can  only 
be  confidered  as  a  barren  Novelty.  I  have  an  equal 
Averfion  to  thofe  fanciful  Intermixtures  which  fome 
curious  Perfons  are  fo  folicitous  to  procure  in  their 
Gardens  ;  fuch,  for  Inftance,  as  a  blended  Growth 
of  Peaches,  Plumbs,  and  Apricocks,  on  an  Al¬ 
mond-Tree,  and  a  Variety  of  different  Cherries  on 
one  Stock.  Thefe  Aflbrtments  are  very  practicable 
on  Trees  that  have  any  juft  Correfpondence  with 
their  Grafts  *,  but  my  Admiration  is  created,  when 
I  behold  a  bad  Tree  fuddenly  meliorated,  and  a  good 
Tree  rendered  ftill  more  perfeCb 

A  Plant  taken  from  the  Wilds  of  a  Foreft  foftens 
its  favage  Nature,  and  will  fometimes  divert  itfelf 
of  its  Thorns,  when  it  happens  to  be  affociated 
with  a  Domeftic  Plant  *,  and  even  this  will  be 
improved  by  its  Commerce  with  a  better  Tree. 
This  laft  will  alfo  acquire  a  new  Degree  of  Meliora¬ 
tion,  when  we  retrench  its  Foliage,  and  graft  one 
of  its  Scions  upon  its  ov/n  Stock.  I  am  delighted 
to  behold  a  Perfon  employed,  amidft  the  Plants  of 
a  fpacious  Garden,  in  reforming,  by  proper  Methods, 
a  Growth  of  natural  Wildings  -,  to  fee  hini  banifh 
one  particular  Species  from  his  Domain,  while  he 
affords  a  favourable  Reception  to  another,  and  na¬ 
turalizes  none  but  ufeiul  Subjedfs.  He  cultivates 
mutual  Alliances  between  his  Plants,  promotes  thofe 
Adoptions  that  unite  divided  Families,  and  transfers 
a  Dignity  to  thofe  than  were  not  confpicuous  in  the 

*  The  Tree,  ftriflly  fpeaking,  is  not  changed  :  A  wild  Stock 
always  continues  the  fame,  and  all  its  own  Produftions  will  be 
wild,  after  its  Reception  of  a  Graft.  The  inferted  Branch  like- 
wdfe  retains  its  natural  Qualities,  but  it  receives  its  Nourifhrnent 
from  its  Union  with  the  Wild  Stock  ;  and  from  hence  refults 
that  Growth  of  good  Fruit  on  a  bad  Tree,  which  occalions  us  to 
fay  the  Tree  is  changed,  or  rendered  perfefl. 
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Community  till  then.  He  refines  Rufticity  into 
Politenefs,  and  infufes  a  tradlable  Softnefs  into  la¬ 
vage  Difpofitions.  In  a  Word,  our  Gardener  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  with  the  Air  of  a  Legiflator  who  is  fe- 
dulous  to  civilize  a  barbarous  People. 

Count.  We  will  defer  the  fécond  Memoir  to  ano¬ 
ther  Reading. 

Chevalier.  I  have  a  ftrong  Inclination  to  devote 
I  an  Apprenticelhip  to  the  Art  of  Grafting  -,  and  lhall 
defire  the  Gardener  to  favour  me  with  his  Inftrudli- 
1  ons. 

I  Count,  Let  us  return  to  the  Seminary  ;  and  as  to 
the  Gardener*s  Office,  I  intend  to  take  it  upon  my 
i  felf. 
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T/i^’CouNT.  Prior.  Chevalier» 


Prior. 


E  F  O  R  E  the  Chevalier  places 
my  Memoirs  among  the  reft 
of  his  Colledlions,  I  am  dé¬ 
fi  rous  of  fu omitting  it  to  your 
Eordfhip’s  judgment. 


Objervations  on  Pruning. 

Let  us  quit  the  Grafting- Knife  at  prefent  for 
that  which  we  employ  in  Pruning  \  and  we  will  now 

proceed 


Standards. 
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proceed  to  this  grand  Science  of  the  Curious.  The 
proper  Method  of  performing  it  can  only  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  repeated  Pradlice,  and  it  opens  to  us  a 
thoufand  Refources  and  Expedients,  of  which  an 
unexperienced  Gardener  can  at  firft  have  no  Idea. 
Let  us  therefore  endeavour  to  render  the  Principles 
of  this  Arc  intelligible,  fince  they  are  the  Bafis  of 
various  Opefetions. 

There  are  three  Claffes  of  Fruit-Trees  ;  Standards, 
Dwarfs,  and  Efpaliers  ;  and  to  thefe  I  fhall  confine 
my  prefent  Obfervations.  Counter-Efpaliers,  which 
were  raifed  Bread: daigh,  on  a  Lattice- Work  in 
the  open  Air,  have  been  difcontinued  for  fome 
Time.  Their  Productions  are  feldom  perfeCl,  and 
their  Shade  is  very  incommodious  to  all  the  adjacent 
Plot. 

It  is  not  cuftomary  to  prune  Standard- 
Trees,  unlefs  in  their  firfl  Growth,  in 
order  to  form  the  Head,  and  grace  them  with  a 
pleading  Shape. 

It  mud;  be  acknowledged,  that  thofe  Fruits,  which 
ripen  on  Standards  in  the  open  Air,  have  more 
palatable  Juices  than  thofe  Productions  that  are 
matured  by  the  Sun-Beams  reflected  from  a  Wall; 
but  there  is  one  confiderable  Advantage  which  at¬ 
tends  the  Manner  of  raiding  Fruits  on  Dwarfs  and 
Efpaliers.  I'he  Dwarf-Tree  preferves  moft  of  the 
falutary  Temperament  and  Fecundity  of  the  free 
Air.  The  Efpalier  prefents  us  with  Fruits  of  a  fu- 
perior  Size  and  Beauty,  and  preferves  its  Gifts  in  a 
much  better  Manner.  Thefe  important  Benefits  are 
ftill  enhanced  by  the  pleading  Figure  of  the  Tree, 
and  the  Air  of  Regularity  diflufed  through  the 
whole  Garden  -,  and  they  eaflly  induce  us  to  forget 
fome  little  Degrees  of  Accuracy,  which  are  fre¬ 
quently  imperceptible,  after  all  the  Pains  and  Ex¬ 
pence  that  have  been  employed  to  procure  them. 
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The  Manner 
of  forming  a 
I)warf-Tree, 


The  Beauty  of  a  Dwarf  Tree  con- 
fifts  in  the  Lownefs  of  its  Stem,  the  civ- 
cular  Expanfe  of  its  Branches,  a  proper 
Tacuity  in  the  middle,  a  well-propor¬ 
tioned  Vafe,  an  equal  Thicknefs  in  its  Contour,  and 
an  Elevation  limited  tp  fix  or  feven  Feet.  It  is 
fuffered  to  enlarge  its  Circumference  with  the  ut- 
moft  Freedom,  but  we  check  it  in  it^Afcent.  It 
muft  likewife  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence  with 
its  Neighbours,  and  fhould  never  incommode  them 
with  any  encroaching  Shade. 

In  the  firft  Formation  of  a  Dwarf-Tree  its  Stem 
Ihould  be  cut  at  a  little  Diftance  from  the  Ground, 
by  which  Means  the  Sap  will  be  turned  back  on  the 
Buds  it  would  abandon  were  it  permitted  to  afcend 
higher.  The  feveral  Branches  that  compofe  the 
Vafe  muft  be  extended  from  the  Sides  of  the  Sttm  j 
and  there  are  fome  curious  Perfons  who  difpofe  their 
Dwarf-Trees  into  a  very  different  Shape.  They 
form,  for  Inftance,  three  diftinct  Growths  or  Stages 
of  Verdure  on  the  Trunk.  The  firft  has  the  greateft 
Thicknefs  and  Expanfion,  and  the  other  two  rife 
one  above  another  in  a  proportionable  Diminuti¬ 
on.  This  Figure  has  an  agreeable  Air,  and  is  faid 
to  be  as  produdlive  of  Fruit  as  any  other  Form, 

In  order  to  train  up  a  fine  Efpalier, 
The  Manner  Tree  fhould  have  a  Stem  of  a 

zn  Efplief.  middling  Height,  if  its  Branches  are  to 
fhoot  to  the  Top  of  the  Wall  ;  but  it 
fhould  hardly  have  any,  if  the  bottom  of  the  Wall  is 
to  be  covered  with  its  Spread.  A  large  number  of 
ftrong  Branches  ought  to  be  extended  from  each 
of  its  Sides,  and  at  an  Equi-diftance,  in  order  to 
form  an  exadl  Fan,  free  from  all  Vacuity,  and 
without  crofting  one  another.  In  a  Word,  it  muft 
never  be  permitted  to  exceed  the  Dimenfions  it 
ought  to  acquire. 


In 
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în  order  to  make  the  Tree  fufceprible  of  this 
beauteous  Form,  Care  is  taken  to  regulate  the 
Courfe  of  the  Sap  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
render  its  Operations  equal  on  each  Side.  All  ufe- 
lefs  and  redundant  Shoots  are  retrenched,  as  well  on 
the  fore  Part,  as  toward  the  Bottom  of  the  Stem  ; 
and  if  it  be  neceflary  to  acquiefce  with  one  of 
the  Inconveniences,  either  of  a  Vacancy  in  the 
Spread,  or  the  mutual  crofling  of  the  Boughs,  the 
latter  is  always  preferred,  becaufe  the  crofs  Pofiti- 
on  of  a  Branch  is  not  fo  offenfive  to  the  View  as  an 
empty  Space, 

But  as  the  graceful  Air  of  the  Heads  is  not  the 
only  Advantage  we  endeavour  to  derive  from  Prun¬ 
ing,  which  is  more  peculiarly  calculated  to  fecure 
^  complete  Growth  of  Fruit,  it  will  be  proper  to 
pbferve  the  following  Method,  which  is  entirely 
founded  on  the  Nature  and  Ufe  of  different 
Branches. 

Each  particular  Branch  produces  others,  and  the 
Offspring  of  a  Mother-Bough  become  Parents  in 
their  Turn.  Every  Branch  that  hath  been  fhorten- 
ed  by  the  Pruning-Knife  will  fhoot  out  a  new 
one,  and  generally  feveral  toward  its  Extremity. 
That  which  fprings  at  the  lead  Diftance  from  the 
End  has  commonly  the  beft  Nourifhment  and  the 
largeft  Dimenfions  *,  which  may  poflibly  be  owing 
to  the  Air  which  operates  with  more  Freedom  on  that 
part  of  the  Tree.  The  other  Boughs  that  are  ge¬ 
nerated  lower  on  the  fame  Branch,  and  nearer  the 
Stem,  are  proportionably  diminifhed  in  Subftance 
and  Vigour.  This  is  the  ufual  Procefs  of  Nature, 
and  it  can  never  be  inverted  without  a  Detriment  to 
the  Tree.  The  Branches  that  grow  different  from 
the  Manner  I  have  defcribed  are  called  Branches 
of  falfe  Wood. 

I  '  •.  / 
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Branches  of 
falfe  Wood. 

obfervable. 


This  Appellation  is  likewife  given 
to  a  Bough  that  fprings  from  an  old 
Branch,  in  a  Part  where  no  Eyes  were 


Wood- 

Branches. 


Fruit- 

Branches. 


The  large  and  ftrong  Branches 
which  form  the  Head  of  the  Tree 
are  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of 
Wood-Branches,  becaule  they  are  appointed  for  the 
Produélion  of  that  Subdance,  and  are  to  ferve  as  a 
Balls  to  the  Leaves  and  Fruit. 

Thofe  that  are  weak  are  called  Fruit- 
-  Branches,  becaufe  they  are  commonly 
produdlive  of  the  Buds.  There  is  this 
Difference  between  an  Eye  and  a  Bud  :  The  Eye 
is  a  little  pointed  Tumour,  incloling  a  Packet  of 
Leaves,  and  the  firft  Rudiments  of  a  Branch:  The 
Bud  is  a  Tumour  of  a  larger  Size,  and  a  rounder 
Form,  enfolding  the  Flowers,  and  likewife  the  Fruits 
that  fucceed  them. 

If  we  lop  off  the  lateral  Wood,  as  well  as  that 
which  grows  above  the  little  Fruit-Branch,  this  will 
foon  be  rendered  vigorous  :  It  will  even  become  a 
Wood 'Branch,  and  will  alfo  defraud  the  Buds  of 
their  Sulfenance,  inftead  of  caufing  them  to  open. 
But  if  this  Branch  be  left  growing  on  another  that 


is  vigorous,  and  of  fome  Length,  the  Sap  will  ex¬ 
tend,  diftribute  and  refine  itfelf  to  its  lafl:  Perfedli- 
on  in  a  Profufion  of  Leaves  ;  from  whence  it  flows 
back,  much  better  digefted,  and  more  adapted 
to  enter  the  infinitely  delicate  Veffels  of  the  Buds. 
The  Fruit  always  perilhes  on  thofe  Branches  that 
are  divefted  of  their  Foliage  ;  and  the  flneft  Fla¬ 
vours  are  imparted  by  thofe  Trees  that  are  not  de¬ 
prived  of  any  of  their  Leaves  :  The  Sap  likewife,  in 
its  refluent  Paffage  from  the  Leaves,  is  fo  moderate 
in  its  Quantity,  and  of  fuch  a  fine  Conflftence, 
that  it  hardly  gives  any  viflble  Enlargement  to  the 
!^ranch  that  bears  the  Fruit  :  This  therefore  gene¬ 
rally 
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rally  dies  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  Years.  Thefe  Cir- 
cumftances  incline  me  to  fufpedt  that  the  Sap  afcends 
diredlly  at  firü:  into  the  Wood-Branches,  and  never 
unfolds  and  nourifhes  the  Fruits  till  its  returning 
Flow,  after  it  has  been  refreflied,  fubtilized,  and 
perfumed  in  the  Leaves.  But  I  only  hint  at  this 
Procefs,  as  a  Conjedlure  on  which  I  will  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  lay  any  Strefs. 

Count,  You  will  excufe  me.  Sir,  if  L  cannot  be 
entirely  of  your  Opinion  in  this  particular.  I  am 
indeed  perfuaded,  as  well  as  yourfelf,  that  the 
Leaves  are  nutrimental  to  the  Fruit  ;  nay,  their 
Ufe  is  flill  more  cxcenlive,  for  they  afford  an  Ali¬ 
ment  to  the  Tree,  and  even  to  its  Roots.  It  is 
likewife  true,  that  as  the  firft  Juice,  which  the  Heat 
impels  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Branches  in  a  rapid 
Afcent,  is  crude  and  grofs,  it  is  better  qualified  to 
lengthen  and  invigorate  the  Wood,  than  to  open 
the  Buds.  I  alfo  agree,  that  a  moderate  Quantity 
of  Sap,  by  being  better  digefted,  and  more  inti¬ 
mately  blended  with  the  volatile  Particles  of  the 
Air,  is  rendered  more  proper  to  form  the  Fruit  in  a 
Ihort  Time,  as  is  evident  by  the  Fruits  themfelves 
which  are  pierced  with  Worms  and  raifed  to  a  fud- 
den  Maturity.  Such  Obfervations  as  thefe  gave 
Occafion  to  the  Pradice  of  retrenching  feveral  Roots 
from  a  Tree  that  produces  too  much  Wood,  with¬ 
out  any  Fruit.  It  is  certain,  that  a  very  copious 
Sap  facilitates  a  Growth  of  Wood,  and  that  a  miO- 
derate  Quantity  of  this  Fluid  is  more  produdive  of 
Fruit.  But  I  much  doubt  whether  thefe  Effeds 
refult,  as  you  conjedure,  from  a  regular  and  con- 
ftant  Circulation.  I  have  made  feveral  Experiments 
which  demonftrate  the  Elevation  of  the  , 

o  11  1-1  -r  1  -vT  1  The  alternate 

oap,  and  have  likewne  made  a  IN  umber  circulation. 

of  others  which  Efficiently  prove  its 

Defcent  :  But  thefe  contrary  Motions  are  alternate, 
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if  I  am  not  deceived.  The  Fleat  of 
the  Day  c-aufes  the  Sap  to  afccnd 
in  diredt  and  lateral  Lines  ;  and  it 
tranfpires  through  the  Pores  of  the 
Leaves  to  fuch  a  degree  as  greatly  leflens  the  Weight 
of  the  Tree.  At  the  Return  of  Night  and  cool  A  ir 
the  Sap  has  a  contrary  Motion.  The  Leaves  which 
difpenfed  their  Exhalations  during  the  Day  imbibe 
the  Dews  and  Vapours  of  the  Night,  and  flied  the 
Humidity  through  their  Branches.  When  the  Sap 
has  been  recruited  and  brought  to  Perfection  by  the 
Influence  of  the  Air,  it  flows  back  to  the  Roots 
by  which  Means  the  Tree  and  its  Fruit  repair  the 
Lofles  they  fuflained  by  Day,  and  are  agreeably  re- 
freflied.  Several  curious  Perfons  have  from  hence 
been  induced  to  water  not  only  the  Stems  of  their 
Efpaliers  and  Standard  Trees  during  the  Heats, 
but  likewife  the  whole  Growth  of  Leaves  ;  and  they 
have  fucceeded  perfedlly  well.  With  refpedt  to 
any  other  Particulars,  Sir,  as  you  are  not  a  rigo¬ 
rous  Advocate  for  the  confiant  Circulation,  I  am 
as  moderate  with  regard  to  that  I  call  alternate,  and 
fliall  now  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  the  reft  of 
your  Memoirs. 

Prior.  A  right  Knowledge  of  the  Branches  mufl 
be  obtained,  in  order  to  render  the  Sap  more  bene¬ 
ficial,  by  retrenching  fuch  as  are  ufelefs,  and  by  a 
Marks  for  prudent  Management  of  thofe  that  are 
'diftinguifh-  good.  No  Regard  is  paid  to  a  Branch, 
ing  the  unJefs  it  fhoots  from  one  that  was  lope 

Branches.  pruning!  and  we  as  little 

efleem  thofe  that  fpring  immediately  from  the 
Stem,  or  from  an  old  Branch,  where  fuch  a  Pro- 
duélion  was  not  expelled.  We  even  difregard 
that  which  is  produced  by  a  good  Branch,  contrary  to 
the  common  Order  of  Vegetation  ;  and  which  is 
large  and  vigorous,  though  it  be  fituated  on  the 
lower  Part  of  the  parent  Branch  ,  and  at  the  fame 

time 
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time  is  fmall  in  its  extreme  Parts.  All  thefe  Shoots 
are  Branches  of  falfe  Wood,  and  as  they  are  not  fo 
thriving  as  the  others,  it  is  their  common  Fate  to  be 
lopt  off,  unlefs  it  fhould  happen  to  be  forefeen,  that 
they  will  be  neceffary  to  fill  a  future  Vacancy,  or  that 
they  will  profper  better  than  thofe  that  grow  in  the 
common  Order. 

It  is  not  fufficient  to  diftinguifh  the  Fruit  and 
Wood-Branches  from  thofe  of  the  falfe  Wood  that 
are  ufually  retrenched  ;  but  it  is  likewife  neceffary 
to  have  a  proper  Mark  for  knowing  the  good 
Branches  of  Fruit  and  Wood  from  thofe  that  are 
bad.  This  Mark  refaits  from  the  Quality  of  the 
Eyes  and  Buds,  the  Complexion  of  the  Bark,  and 
the  V^igour  of  the  Branches.  If  a  Branch  be  ex¬ 
tremely  incompaéf,  and  has  its  Eyes  but  little  fwell- 
ed,  and  very  diftant  from  one  another,  it  is  called 
a  ragged  Branch.  It  is  remarkable  for  its  faint 
Complexion,  and  as  it  is  entirely  ufelefs,  it  has  no 
claim  to  any  Favour,  and  ought  to  be  lopt  off. 

IF  a  Branch  fwells  to  a  Finger’s  Thicknefs,  and 
is  fhaped  like  a  Taper,  with  its  Eyes  very  lank  and 
remote  from  each  other,  it  is  a  voracious  Branchy 
which  drains  all  the  Juices  from  its  Parent  in  a  very 
unprofitable  Manner,  and  fhould  therefore  be  cut 
off.  The  Wood  and  Fruit-Branches  ought  to  have 
their  Eyes  and  Buds  well  rounded  and  plentiful¬ 
ly  nourifhed  ;  their  Bark  fhould  be  bright  and 
lively,  and  their  Air  vigorous,  otherwife  they 
are  treated  with  as  much  Severity  as  thofe  already 
mentioned. 

When  this  preliminary  Knowledge  is  acquired, 
all  the  Dexterity  of  pruning  is  comprehended  in 
three  Particulars  -,  Propriety,  CEconomy,  and  Pre¬ 
caution,  Propriety  is  requifite,  in  order  to  form 
the  T ree  into  a  graceful  Shape  -,  CEconomy  is  ne¬ 
ceffary  for  the  Diftribution  of  the  Sap  through 
every  Part,  and  Precaution  muff  be  employed  in 
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the  Preparation  of  thofe  Branches  that  may  after¬ 
ward  be  ufeful. 

Propriety  is  the  Method  of  cultivating  the  Efpa- 
lier,  or  Dwarf-Trees,  into  a  perfect  Figure  ;  by 
retrenching  all  Luxuriancies  that  introduce  Confufi- 
on  and  Inequality. 

Œconomy  confifts  in  an  equal  Diffufion  of  the 
Sap  on  every  Side,  and  in  Pruning  fometimes  long 
and  fometimes  fhort.  Pruning  in  Length  is  per¬ 
formed  by  leaving  ten  or  twelve  Inches  in  a  Wood- 
Branch  :  Short  Pruning  buffers  no  more  than  two 
or  three  Eyes  to  remain  on  fuch  a  Branch. 

Long  Pruning  is  employed  on  vigorous  Trees 
that  are  to  be  rendered  fruitful  -,  but  if  they  are  pruned 
fhort,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  leave  them  a  large 
Number  of  Branches,  for  the  more  effectual  Diftri- 
bution  and  Corredtion  of  the  Sap  ^  and  when  this 
happens  to  be  the  Intention,  Pruning  is  fometimes 
entirely  omitted. 

Short  Pruning  is  pradlifed  on  weak  Trees,  efpe- 
cially  in  their  firft  Growth  ;  and  we  then  buffer  but 
few  of  their  Branches  to  remain  ;  becaufe,  as  none 
of  their  Produdlions  have  yet  been  perfedf,  we 
leave  them  but  little  Wood,  in  Hope  that  their  firft 
Shoots  will  prove  more  vigorous,  and  contribute  to 
the  future  Expanfion  of  a  fine  Head. 

Œconomy  extends  its  Operations  to  the  whole 
Tree,  and  to  each  of  its  Branches.  Some  Re¬ 
trenchments  confine  the  Fruit  to  one  particular 
Part,  others  diffufe  Fertility  through  all  the  Plant. 
When  a  ufelefs  Branch  is  fhortened,  and  cut  about 
the  Thicknefs  of  a  Crown-piece  above  that  which 
fuftains  it,  the  Sap,  being  then  obftrudled  in  its  di¬ 
rect  Flow,  generally  caufes  two  lateral  Fruit- 
Branches  to  fhooc  forth.  When  a  Tree  exhaufts 
itfeU  in  Wood,  and  no  longer  produces  Fruit,  or 
only  affords  it  on  one  Side,  the  barren  Part  muft 

be 
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be  pruned  very  fhort  ;  or  it  may  be  necefTary  to 
ilrike  immediately  at  the  Source  of  the  Difordcr, 
As  the  whole  Quantity  of  ufelefs  Wood  is  gene¬ 
rated  by  the  exuberant  Vigour  of  the  Roots,  it  is 
cuftomary  to  remove  the  Earth  from  thefe  in  the 
Spring,  and  to  cut  off  two  or  three  of  the  ftrongeff, 
efpecially  on  that  Side  where  the  Branches  are  moft 
productive  of  Wood  without  Fruit.  As  this  Ope¬ 
ration  renders  the  Sap  lefs  redundant,  and  digefts  k 
in  a  better  Manner,  it  then  fettles  in  thofe  Parts 
through  which  it  Bowed  before,  and  gently  impreg¬ 
nates  thofe  Buds  of  Fruit  which  the  Rapidity  of  its 
former  Courfe,  or  the  Groffnefs  of  its  Qualities,  had 
caufed  it  to  abandon.  In  what  Manner  foever  this 
Operation  is  performed,  the  Reality  of  the  FaCt  is 
evinced  by  Experience,  and  we  have  no  better  Ex¬ 
pedient  for  producing  Fruit  on  a  Tree,  or  any  Part 
of  it,  that  was  unfertile  before. 

Precaution  is  altogether  as  neceffary  as  Œco- 
nomy  and  Propriety,  and  it  coniifts  in  forming 
a  previous  Judgment  of  the  Branches,  and  making 
a  diftant  Provifion  for  filling  up  all  Vacuities  in  an 
expeditious  manner.  It  -enables  us  to  fubftitute  a 
new  Growth  in  the  Room  of  thofe  Branches  that 
are  either  decayed,  or  which  we  find  it  neceffary 
to  retrench  -,  and  it  likewife  teaches  us  to  prefer  a 
Branch  of  falfe  Wood,  when  it  is  more  beautiful, 
better  turned,  and  fituated  to  a  greater  Advantage 
than  its  Companions. 

A  curious  Perfon,  by  the  Aid  of  thefe  Principles, 
and  a  few  prudent  Exceptions  fuggeffed  by  Expe¬ 
rience,  renders  his  Plants  traClable  to  his  Idea  of  a 
fine  Tree.  He  commands  with  the  Authority  of  a 
Matter,  and  meets  with  a  pleafing  Docility  through 
his  whole  Domain.  But  left  he  fhould  oe  mif- 
taken  in  his  ConduCl,  and  find  Reafon  to  believe 
his  Plantation  lefs  to  blame  than  himfelf,  when¬ 
ever  a  fine  Sun-Ihine  invites  him  to  walk  in  the  Win¬ 
ter 
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ter  Seafon,  he  revifits  the  Plants  he  has  pruned,  hé 
frequently  reviews  the  whole,  and  criticifes  his  own 
Proceedings  with  the  utmoft  Impartiality.  He  walks 
with  his  Pruning-Knife  in  his  Hand  both  in  Winter 
and  Summer,  and  meets  with  a  Variety  of  Circum- 
ftances  to  redify. 

Chevalier.  Though  I  think  I  underhand  the 
greateft  part  of  what  the  Prior  has  been  fo  good  as 
to  read,  yet  I  muft  intreat  him  to  oblige  me  with 
an  Application  of  his  Principles  to  fbme  particular 
Tree:  Each  Remark  becomes  more  intelligible 
when  the  Objeâ:  is  prefented  to  our  View.  But  I 
am  furprifed  to  hear  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  Me-^ 
moirs,  that  we  ought  to  employ  the  Winter-Seafon 
in  cridcifing  on  the  Pruning  we  have  beftowed  on 
our  Trees^  fince,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  Prun- 
ing  is  never  pra(5tifed  till  the  Winter  is  paft. 

Count,  There  are  feme  Trees  in- 
The  Seafon  whofe  Pruning  muft  be  deferred 

or  runing.  Parts  are  put  in  Motion  by 

the  Sap.  Such,  for  Inflance,  are  thofe  Plants  that 
Ihoot  out  an  eXcclTive  Quantity  of  Wood  ;  and 
when  thefe  have  been  already  advanced  by  the 
Sap,  Pruning  weakens  them  to  a  proper  Degree, 
and  difpofes  them  to  yield  Fruit.  Of  this  Nature 
likewife  are  Apricock  and  Peach-Trees,  and  we 
may  delay  their  Pruning  till  the  Seafon  of  their 
Bloffoms,  becaufe  a  fevere  Winter  is  injurious  to 
feveral  of  their  Buds  ;  and  when  we  forbear  to  prune 
them  till  they  are  in  Flower,  we  may  be  certain  of 
preferving  no  Bloffoms  but  fuch  as  have  not  had 
their  Piftils  impaired  by  the  Froft. 

We  may  fafely  begin  to  prune  all  other  Species 
of  Fruit-Trees  in  general,  and  even  the  Vine 
immediately  upon  the  Fail  of  the  Leaf;  we  may 
likewife  continue  this  Operation^  at  our  Leifure^ 
during  the  Winter  Seafon;  and  the  whole  will  be 
rendered  more  profperous  by  not  being  performed 

in 
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in  a  precipitate  Manner  ;  but  if  this  long  and  import 
tant  Work  fhould  interfere,  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Spring,  with  a  Number  of  other  Laboiirs,  it  will 
be  ill  perform’d  itfelf,  and  will  likewife  caufe  the 
others  to  be  defe6livc. 

Chevalier,  Our  old  Gardener,  who  believes  him- 
felf  very  expert  in  his  Profeflion,  has  told  me  fe- 
veral  Times,  that  the  young  Wood  is  too  much  en¬ 
danger’d  by  being  cut  and  expofed  to  the  Froft,  and 
that  it  never  ought  to  be  pruned  till  Spring. 

Count,  This  is  theufual  Language  of  a  prejudiced 
i  Opinion,  but  we  can  oppofe  to  it  the  Experience 
1  of  thofe  ^  Perfons  who  are  moft  diftinguifh’d  by 
!  their  Proficiency  in  this  Art.  They  afiure  us,  that 
j  pruning  their  Trees,  and  even  the  V ine,  before  Win¬ 
ter,  and  during  the  Continuance  of  that  Seafbn,  has 
never  been  attended  with  the  leaft  Inconvenience, 
but  on  the  contrary  was  prodddlive  of  the  bed  Fer- 
j  tility.  If  any  Detriment  is  to  be  apprehended  frorfi 
pruning  in  Winter,  it  has  no  Relation  to  the  Tree 
but  only  to  tîæ  Gardener,  who  perhaps  may  fufter 
from  the  Severity  of  the  .Cold.  But  as  the  Wood 
is  not  eafily  cut  at  that  Time,  and  commonly 
proves  very  untradtable  under  the  Pruning- Knife, 

‘  it  furnifhes  the  Gardener  with  a  Pretext  for  confulc- 
ing  his  own  Eafe,  and  waiting  for  a  more  favoural- 
ble  Seafon. 

Chevalier.  I  intend  to  furnilli  my  felf  with  a  Set 
of  Grafting  and  Pruning- Knives,  as  foon  as  pof- 
■  fible. 

Prior.  Your  Refoludon  is  very  proper.  Sir.  The 
.  Arts  have  this  in  common  with  Virtue,  that  thé 
;  Knowledge  of  them  is  fufiicient  to  render  us  ena- 
1  moured  of  their  Excellence  -,  but  this  Knowledge  is 
i!  never  to  be  attained  without  the  pradlic  Part, 
j  Count.  I  would  likewife  advife  you  to  provide 

I  ^  M.  de  la  ^uiniinye  Sc  le  Noi>'fnand. 
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yourfelf  with  a  little  Hand -Saw  that  will  clafp  like 
a  Knife  upon  its  Haft.  With  this  you  are  to  cut 
from  the  quick  all  the  Stubs  or  Ends  of  dead 
Wood,  and  may  faw  away  the  ftrong  and  ill- 
placed  Branches,  on  which  the  Pruning-Knife  would 
make  but  little  Impreffion.  When  you  employ  this 
latter,  you  muft  be  always  careful  to  clench  your 
left  Hand  ftrongly  upon  the  Branch  you  would  cut 
off,  and  below  the  Place  where  you  make  the  Inci- 
fion,  otherwife  you  will  expofe  it  to  the  Danger  of 
being  wounded  by  the  Pruning-Knife.  But  if  fuch 
an  Accident  fhould  happen,  a  Vine-Leaf  will  flop 
the  Flow  of  Blood  ;  and  the  fofteft  Leaves  are  moll 
ferviceable  on  that  Occafion. 

Prior,  The  Chevalier  will  hardly  charge  himfelf 
with  the  Management  of  every  Operation  in  Gar¬ 
dening,  and  it  will  be  fufficient  for  him  to  prefide 
over  thofe  who  perform  them.  A  careful  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  particular  Manner  of  pruning  Dwarf- 
Trees,  Efpaliers,  and  other  Fruit-Trees  in  cele¬ 
brated  Gardens  ;  a  frequent  Convcrfation  with  the 
Perfons  employ’d  in  thole  Works,  and  a  proper 
Companion  of  their  Methods  and  Principles  of 
Art,  will  enable  him  to  form  a  due  Judgment  of 
all  that  is  tranfafled  upon  his  own  Land,  without 
being  a  Gardener  himfelf.  You  will,  by  thefe 
Means,  Sir,  becom.e  an  Infpeclor  of  your  own 
Gardens,  and  will  acquire  thofe  juft  Ideas,  as  will 
make  it  neceftary  for  all  your  Workmen  to  be  de- 
firous  of  your  Approbation,  and  apprehenfive  of 
your  Dilfatisfaffion.  If  you  once  teach  them  to 
refpeâ:  you  for  your  Judgment,  you  will  be  always 
well  ferved. 

Chevalier.  I  own  that  to  be  true,  Sir,  but  one  muft 
firft  be  a  Soldier,  in  order  to  make  a  good  Officer. 

Count,  The  Chevalier  is  determined  to  furniffi 
himfelf  with  a  Pruning-Knife,  and  he  ought  to  be 
capable  of  ufing  it  in  a  proper  Manner.  But  let 

I  him 
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him  rather  be  the  Superintendant  of  his  Gardens, 
than  engage  in  every  Operation  necelîary  to  their 
Culture.  I  would  however  advifè  him  to  referve 
for  himfelf  the  Pruning  of  the  two  moil  diftin-^ 
guifh’d  Species  -,  I  mean  the  Orange  and  Fig-Trees, 
and  we  may  now  acquaint  him  in  tew  Words,  with 
the  right  Method  of  managing  them. 

"The  Plantatim  of  Orange-Trees. 

Chevalier,  Is  your  Lord  (hip  for  a  W^alk  under  the 
Orange-Trees  that  border  the  Enftlh  Parterre? 

Count.  Very  willingly,  Sir.  Of  what  Age  do 
you  judge  the  Orange-Trees  in  thofe  large  Boxes  to 
be  ? 

Chevalier,  I  will  guefs  thirty  Years  at  a  Ven¬ 
ture. 

Count.  There  is  not  one  in  all  thofe  Dura- 
two  Rows,  but  what  is  above  a  hun-  tion  of 
dred  Years  old.  But  I  know  fome  Orange- 
whofe  Hiftory  will  eng.ige  your  Atten-  Vrees. 
tion  much  more  than  thofe  which  I  have  in¬ 
herited.  An  Orange-Tree  feems  to  be  (till  in  its 
youthful  Vigour,  and  is  coverki  with  Flowers  after 
it  has  been  in  the  Ground  for  two  or  three  Centu- 
turies  ;  and  this  Truth  was  demonftrated  by  that 
magnificent  Orange-Tree  at  Verfaillea^  which  is 
call’d  the  Great  Bourbon.  It  was  feized  wirh  the 
Eftate  of  the  of  Bourbon^  in  the  Year  1523^ 

and  was  then  the  fineft  Tree  in  France.,  and  judged 
to  be  fixty  or  feventy  Years  old,  which  added  to 
two  hundred  and  ten,  amount  to  almoll  th^ee  hun¬ 
dred  Years.  There  are  lèverai  of  thefe  Trees  at 
Fontainebleau  that  were  very  fine,  even  in  the  Time 
of  Francis  1. 

Prior,  This  long  Duration  is  a  very  The  Merit  of 
uncommon  Merit  at  prefent  :  But  no-  an  Orange- 
thing  can  be  more  fatisfadory  than  the  ^ 

M  2  Cultivation 
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Cuitivatlon  of  a  Plant  which  never  difcontinues  the 
Delight  it  affords  us  by  its  immortal  Verdure,  if  I 
may  be  allow’d  that  Expreffion  ;  and  which  bears 
at  the  Tame  Time  a  fragrant  Bloom  of  Flowers,  and 
a  Diverfity  of  Fruits  in  their  infant  Growth  and 
their  full  Maturity.  It  unites  th‘e  amiable  Appear¬ 
ances  of  feveral  Seafons,  and  the  Donations  of  va¬ 
rious  Years. 

Chevalier,  I  fhould  think  a  Growth  of  Orange- 
Trees  not  eafily  attainable. 

Count.  It  is  far  from  being  fo  difficult  as  you 
imagine.  We  yearly  receive  from  the  Genoeze  and 
Natives  of  Provence  young  Orange  and  Citron- 
Trees  ready  grafted  -,  and  thefe  will  fuffice  for  the 
£rft  Stock  of  your  Orange- Plantation,  and  will  like- 
wife  amufe  you  without  much  Expence.  You  may 
augment  the  Stock  in  a  few  Years,  if  you  are  fo 
difpofed,  by  planting  in  the  Month  of  March.,  and 
in  a  proper  Bed,  the  Seeds  of  v^ild  and  bitter 
Oranges,  which,  by  the  Aid  of  a  Glafs-Safli  and 
due  Degrees  of  Heat,  will  rife  near  two  Feet  in 
Height,  at  the  End  of  the  firft  Year  -,  and  they  may 
be  tranfplanted  at  the  Expiration  of  the  fécond  into 
Pots,  in  order  to  be  grafted.  Whea  your  young 
Plants  are  once  placed  in  Pots,  you  'may  remove 
them  into  the  Sunfhine  or  Shade  as  you  find  it  ne- 
ceffary,  and  by  thefe  Means  their  Growth  will  be 
foon  advanced. 

Prior.  You  will  likewife  be  fonder  of  fuch  O- 
range-Trecs  as  thefe  tiian  of  any  odiers,  becaufe  you 
may  properly  confider  them  as  Contemporaries  of 
your  own  rearing. 


The  proper  Count.  As  this  fine  Tree  is  not  fo  na- 
Soil  for  tural  to  our  Provinces,  us  it  is  to  the 

Orange-  South.ern  Parts  of  France.,  we  muff 

Trees.  quick  ai  the  1  ardinefs  ofjaur  Soil  with  a 

Compofition  that  may  caufe  it  to  correfpond,  as 
much  as  poffiblcj  with  the  Temperament  of 
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warmer  Climates.  It  delights  much  in  a  Soil 
mix’d  with  Sheep’s-Dung  that  has  refted  two  Years  ^ 
Old-Compoft,  or  the  Soil  of  a  Sewer,  muft  com- 
pofe  a  third  Part  ;  and  another  third  muft  be  fat 
Land,  taken  either  from  a  Mardi  or  a  Hemp- 
Clofe. 

When  the  proper  Seafon  comes  for  lodging  your 
young  Stems  in  Boxes,  thefe  latter  fhould  be  always 
proportion’d  to  the  Heads  of  the  Plants.  The 
Stems,  when  they  are  even  become  vigorous,  will 
accommodate  themfelves  to  a  Box  of  about  fifteen 
Inches  in  Diameter  ;  but  they  muft  be  placed  more 
at  large  in  others,  when  the  Tree  ceafes  to  augment 
its  Foliage,  and  informs  you  by  its  languid  Air, 
that  its  Soil  and  Suftenance  are  infufficient.  At 
the  Clofe  of  feven  or  eight  Years  they  may  be 
tranfplanted,  with  all  their  Earth,  into  their  laft 
Boxes,  whofe  Diameter  may  be  about  twenty  four 
Inches. 

All  thefe  Boxes  ought  to  be  made  of  entire 
Heart  of  Oak,  The  fmall  ones  may  be  compofed 
of  little  oaken  Planks,  fomething  more  than  an 
Inch  thick,  and  they  can’t  be  too  folid  in  their  Con- 
jundtion.  Your  Boxes  will  foon  decay  if  you  ne¬ 
glect  to  Cafe  them  over  with  a  doable  Lay  of  green 
ILint,  liquified  with  Oil.  Which  laft  is  likewife 
as  neceftary  on  the  Infide,  to  preferve  the  Wood 
from  being  rotted  by  frequent  Waterings,  as  it  is 
on  the  outfide,  to  fecure  it  from  the  Rain  and 
Sun. 

Chevalier,  I  obferve  on  each  Side  of  the  large 
Boxes  a  Door  with  double  Flinges  and  two  Iron 
Bars.  Will  your  Lordfhip  be  fo  good  as  to  inform 
me  of  the  Life  to  which  thefe  Doors  are  appro¬ 
priated  ? 

Count.  They  are  made  to  admit  the  proper  Re¬ 
novations  of  Soil,  and  to  enable  the  Gardener  to  clear 
çhe  Box  pf  the  liquid  Sediment  that  is  colledled  and 
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thickened  at  the  Bottom  ;  and  Jikewife  to  pare  ofF 
the  extreme  Farts  of  the  Mould,  that  it  may  after¬ 
ward  be  taken  out  vdth  Eafe,  when  it  becomes 
neceflary  to  transfer  it  into  a  new  Box. 

In  order  to  place  fmall  Shrubs,  and  more  ef- 
pecially  Orange  Trees,  in  Boxes,  after  a  proper 
Manner,  the  hrft  Proceeding  is  to  cover  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Box  with  large  Pieces  of  Brick  and 
Pot-lherds,  which  afford  the  Water  an  eafy  Flow 
through  the  Cavities  that  are  opened  at  the  Bot¬ 
tom.  Were  it  not  for  this  Precaution,  the  Flumi-^ 
dity  collefted  by  the  Sediment,  would  rot  the 
Box  and  deftroy  the  Tree  by  an  immoderate 
Chi] nefs.  When  this  Proviiion  has  been  made  for 
the  Security  of  the  tender  Plant,  the  Bottom  and 
Sides  of  the  Box  muff  be  lined  with  good  Soil, 
prepared  in  the  Manner  I  have  already  mention¬ 
ed  :  In  this  Soil  the  Tree  fhould  be  inferted  in 
an  upright  Pofition,  and  the  Ball  of  E.arth  at  its 
Roots  muff  be  leffened,  not  with  any  Intention 
to  ftrengthen  the  Tree,  but  rather  to  prevent  its 
requiring  a  large  Quantity  of  Earth,  and  to  con¬ 
fine  it,  by  a  moderate  Vigour,  to  a  juft  Propor¬ 
tion  with  the  Box.  A  new  Mafs  of  Earth  muff 
then  be  heap’d  up  on  every  Side,  and  preffed  in» 
to  a  due  Compadlnefs,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
Stem  from  violent  Winds,  and  caufe  the  Earth  to. 
fettle  round  the  Roots,  with  as  much  Exadtnefs  as 

the  Tree  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Box,  Care 
Ihould  be  taken  to  raife  the  upper  Part  of  the  Clod 
of  Earth  at  its  Roots  higher  dian  the  Rim  of  the 
Box,  becaufe  the  Weight  of  the  Tree  and  the  Ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Roots  will  afterward  lower  the  Clod 
by  Degrees,  to  a  Level  with  the  Edge  of  the  Box. 
If  this  Precaution  be  negleéled,  the  Tree  in  Pro- 
cefs  of  Time,  will  fink  too  low» 
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Chevalier.  Will  not  the  upper  Part  of  the  Clod 
be  expofed  to  the  Air,  in  the  Pofition  your  Lord- 
Ihip  recommends  ? 

Count.  It  ought  to  be  cover’d  over  with  Earth, 
and  the  Whole  fhould  be  fuftain’d  by  fmooth  Staves 
difpofed  round  the  Edge  of  the  Box. 

The  Head  of  an  Orange-Tree  is 
fometimes  fhaped  like  a  fine  Bufhy-  The  Form  of 
Dwarf,  without  any  Vacancy  within. 

Some  Perfons  choofe  to  difpofe  it  info  a 
perfedt  Globe  *,  others  teach  it  to  aflume  the  Form 
of  an  Hemifphere,  by  rounding  the  Top  and  Sides, 
and  pruning  the  lower  Part  horizontally. 

Chevalier.  This  Hemifphere,  with  its  Stem,  re- 
fembles  the  Figure  of  a  Mufhroom. 

Count.  The  principal  Beauty  of  an  Orange-Tree 
confifts  in  the  Regularity  of  its  Head,  and  as  this 
Beauty  is  more  durable  than  the  Flowers,  the  Prun- 
ing-Knife  is  chiefly  employ’d  to  procure  it,  unlels 
the  Flowers  are  intended  to  be  multiplied. 

Chevalier.  Are  thefe  Plants  pruned  in  a  different 
Manner  from  other  Fruit-Trees.^ 

Count.  Yes,  Sir,  in  feveral  Particulars.  When 
Fruit-Trees  are  pruned,  Care  is  taken  The  Manner 
to  preferve  the  fmall  Branches  in  a  of  pruning  an 
thriving  State,  in  order  to  promote  Orange- 
their  Fertility  ;  but  they  are  retrench’d 
in  an  Orange-Tree,  that  a  Vacancy  may  be  open’d 
within.  The  fame  Method  is  taken  with  the  Branches 
that  flioot  downward  in  a  perpendicular  Direc¬ 
tion,  and  likewife  with  thofe  that  are  divefted 
of  their  Leaves,  which  only  happens  when  the  Tree 
is  weak  or  diftemper’d  :  But  we  carefully  preferve 
all  the  vigorous  Branches,  whole  advantageous  Si¬ 
tuation  contributes  to  the  Regularity  of  the  Head. 
Great  Favour  is  likewife  fhewn  to  a  Branch  of  falfe 
Wood,  as  well  as  to  one  that  has  been  generated 
contrary  to  the  common  Order,  when  any  Advan- 
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tage  is  to  be  expeded  either  from  its  Vigour  or 
Situation. 

If  the  Tree  fiiould  happen  to  be  disfigured  by 
Showers  of  Hail,  boifterous  Winds,  an  impairing 
Diftemper  or  any  ocher  Accident  -,  it  is  cuftomary 
to  examine  what  Parts  of  it  are  mofi;  entire  toward 
the  lower  Part  of  the  tîead,  and  the  Branches  are 
pruned  olT  to  that  Place,  or  in  other  Words,  they 
are  fhorten’d  to  the  very  Part  that  exhibits  the  Pre¬ 
parations  for  a  new  Foliage,  equal  a) mofi:  to  the 
former  in  every  Particular,  and  whofe  agreeable 
Form,  by  advancing  to  its  full  Perfeclion,  wiilafford 
its  Owner  a  Reftitution  for  the  Lofs  he  fufiain’d. 

This  amiable  Tree  is  obnoxious  to  the  Malignity 
of  Diftempers,  the  Ravages  of  V ermin,  and  the  in¬ 
jurious  Severity  of  Cold.  If  it  afilimes  a  yellow  Com¬ 
plexion,  it  ought  to  be  removed  into  the  Shade,  and 
fhould  only  be  expofed  to  the  Sun  for  two  or  three 
Flours,  for  fear  of  exhauiting  its  neutrimental  Juices  : 
or  perhaps,  it  will  be  proper  to  ftrike  direélly  at  the 
Origin  of  the  Evil,  which  may  probably  proceed 
from  the  Roots  ;  and  then  it  v/ill  be  necefiary  to 
fupply  them  with  new  Earth,  and  even  to  cutoff  ail 
thofe  that  feern  ufclefs  and  decay’d. 

Chevalier.  Can  one  have  a  Sight  of  the  Creature 
that  is  fo  injurious  to  this  Tree  ? 

Count.  They  are  feen  but  too  eafily,  and  you 
may  obferve  feveral  on  this  Leaf. 

Chevalier.  I  don’t  difeover  any  Animal  there, 
and  can  only  fee  a  Clufter  of  blackifh  Spots,  fome 
larger  than  others. 

Count.  Thofe  Spots  are  the  Vermin  T  mention’d. 
The  Vermin  Creature  is  at  firit  a  little  imper- 

that  injure  ceptible  Infed,  that  fallens  itfelf  either 
the  Orange-  to  a  Leaf  or  the  Stalk,  and  then  fucks 
Tree.  Humidity  that  proves  its  Ncu- 

rifhment,  without  making  any  Pundlure  in  the 
Leaf.  Tl)e  Back  of  this  minute  Infed  is  converted 

into 
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into  a  Cruft  or  immoveable  Covering,  which  is 
gradually  thicken’d  and  enlarg’d,  and  under  which 
the  Creature  lives,  and  feems  to  be  a  Part  of  it. 
This  Animal  is  viviparous,  and  becomes  the  Parent 
of  a  young  Progeny  like  itfelf.  Each  Infeél  is 
thought  to  be  Male  and  Female,  fince  they  all  feem 
to  have  Young-ones. 

Prior,  Under  the  Spot  or  Shell  of  one  of  thefe 
Creatures,  that  was  not  the  twelfth  Part  of  an  Inch 
in  Length  and  Breadth,  I  obferved  a  few  Days 
ago,  by  the  Aid  of  a  Microfcope,  a  prodigious 
Number  of  little  Animals  that  feparated  from  each 
other  at  the  Opening  into  their  Habitation,  and 
then  difperfed  themfelves  like  Sheep  in  a  verdant  f 
Meadow.  I  like  wife  took  Notice  of  a  fable 
Speck  under  the  Covering  which  inclofed  them, 
together  with  the  Remains  of  feveral  fcaly  Shivers, 
which  inclined  me  to  believe  they  were  Part  of  the 
Carcafe  of  the  Dam,  who  had  exhaufted  her  own 
Subftance  in  the  Generation  and  Nourifhment  of 
her  Offspring. 

Count.  In  order  to  guard  againft  the  Damage  an 
Orange-Tree  may  fuftain  from  the  multiplied  Race 
of  thefe  In  feels,  by  their  draining  it  of  its  Juices 
and  preventing  a  due  Perfpiration  through  its  Leaves; 
it  will  be  proper  to  rub  the  invaded  Branches  and 
their  Foliage,  with  a  Brufh  fteep’d  in  Vinegar  or  a 
Piece  of  Linen  dipp’d  in  Salt-Water.  This  Me¬ 
thod  will  fometimes  exterminate  the  whole  Breed  ; 
but  we  have  frequently  the  Mortification  to  find  it 
inefteélual. 

The  third,  and  greateft  Hazard  to  which  thefe 
Trees  are  expofed,  is  the  Severity  of  the  Cold,  a- 
gainft  which  the  Green-Houfe  is  the  beft  Prefer- 
vative  :  It  is  therefore  cuftomary  to  lodge  all  the 
Boxes  in  it,  from  the  Middle  of  OEloher  till  the 
Return  of  a  more  favourable  Seafon.  Thofe,  who 
have  an  Inclination  to  gather  Flowers  in  the  Win¬ 
ter  Months,  Ihouid  not  forget  to  pinch  off  the  Ex¬ 
tremities 
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tremities  of  fome  of  the  fmall  Branches  in  September^ 
This  Method  will  prevent  them  from  unfolding 
their  other  Buds  till  the  Seafon  be  more  advanced, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  when  Rofe-Trees 
were  the  Subjed  of  our  Converfation. 

Chevalier,  Is  the  Culture  of  the  Fig-Tree  attended 
with  any  Difficulty  ?  I  muft  confefs  it  is  the  Plant 
I  ffiould  be  moft  defirous  of  rearing  ;  becaufe  its 
Fruit  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  my  Tafte. 

T’he  Plantation  ç/' Fig-Trees. 

Prior,  The  Fig-Tree  is  eafily  cultivated,  it  ad¬ 
vances  with  a  fpeedy  Growth  ;  its  Fruits 
jThe  A^rit  of  ranked  among  the  moft  perfeâ: 

Kinds,  and  it  produces  them  twice  m 
each  Year.  Thefe  four  Advantages  are  not  com¬ 
prehended  in  any  other  Plant. 

It  muft  be  granted  that  all  Sorts  of  Figs  are  not 
fuccefsful  in  our  Climate  ;  but  the  White-Figs,  as 
well  the  round  as  the  long,  and  which  are  the  only 
Species  that  are  now  cultivated  at  Parisy  are  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  delicate,  and  advance  to  fuch  Perfedion, 
that  neither  Languedoc^  nor  Provence,,  can  boaft  of 
any  that  exceed  them  and  this  has  been  frequently 
acknowledged  to  me  by  feveral  curious  Perfons  of 
thofe  Provinces  who  delight  in  Gardening,  and 
are  not  prepoftefs’d  with  any  Partiality  to  their  own 
Country.  They  likewife  have  aftured  me,  that 
fome  of  their  Countrymen  were  fo  ftruck  with  Ad¬ 
miration  to  find  the  round  Fig  fo  ripe  in  Autumn 
at  Verfailles,,  and  fo  delicious  in  each  of  its  Seafons, 
that  they  diftingui fil’d  it  in  Provence  and  Lan¬ 
guedoc,,  by  the  Name  of  the  Verf ailles  Fig^  and 
thought  it  preferable  to  all  others. 

Count,  I  have  heard  fome  Travellers,  who  even 
idolize  the  Produdlions  of  Italy,,  acknowledge  that 
they  never  tafted  any  Fruit  that  was  enrich’d  with 
a  more  exquifite  Juice  than  our  Figs  of  the  fécond 
Seafon.  "  Chevalmu 
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Chevalier,  I  am  determined  then  to  have  a  Plan¬ 
tation  of  thefe  Trees. 

Count.  Nothing  can  be  more  praticable  ;  for  the 
Genoeze  Merchants  will  foon  furnifh  you,  upon  very 
reafonable  Terms,  with  all  the  Materials  neceffary 
to  form  a  fine  Growth  of  Fig-Trees  :  But  you  may 
raife  your  Plantation  at  a  lefs  Expence,  from  the 
rooted  Fibres,  Suckers,  Slips,  or  Layers  of  the 
moft  approved  Trees  *,  and  which  will  feldom  fail 
of  being  fuccefsful  and  fertile  in  a  fhort  Time. 

The  fine  Slips  are  taken  from  the  Southern -Side 
of  a  Tree  well  rooted  in  the  Earth,  and  they  may 
be  replanted  either  in  Spring  or  Autumn. 

Layers  are  Branches  bent  into  the  Earth,  without 
being  fever’d  from  the  Tree,  and  they  take  Root 
in  that  Part  of  the  Ground  into  which  they  are  funk. 
They  are  afterward  disjoined  from  the  Tree,  by 
cutting  them  from  the  Stem  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
is  pradlifed  on  the  Vine. 

There  is  another  Method  of  difpofing  Layers, 
which  is  eafily  perform’d.  You  caufe  the  Branch 
of  a  Plant  to  pafs  through  a  Tin^^  Funnel  or  a 
Wicker-Bafket  filled  with  Earth,  into  which  the 
Branch  will  foon  fhoot  feveral  Fibres.  It  muft 
then  be  cut  afunder  below  the  Bafket,  which  fhould 
then  be  placed  in  the  Earth.  This  Expedient  fe- 
cures  the  Roots  from  ail  injurious  Treatment  and 
never  retards  the  Plant,  which  will  not  need  any 
Graft,  fince  it  is  already  a  Species  that  produces 
the  beft  Kind  of  Fruit. 

Should  you  be  defirous  of  raifing  Fig-Trees  that 
will  bear  Fruit  the  enfuing  Year,  lay  the  fineft 
Branches  of  an  old  Tree  in  the  Earth,  and  I 
can  affure  you  there  is  no  great  Myftery  in  the  O- 
peration.  You  caufe  a  Branch  of  a  moderate  Size 
to  pafs  through  a  Box,  after  you  have  peeled  off  a 
Round  of  Bark  about  a  Finger’s  Breadth,  and  be¬ 
tween  two  Knot^  The  Part  fo  ftript  mult  be  dif- 
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pofed  the  Breadth  of  four  or  Eve  Fingers  a:bove  the 
Bottom  of  the  Box  into  which  it  is  infertcd  ;  and 
when  this  Branch  had  been  cover’d  over  with  Earth, 
it  will  fhoot  out  feverai  Roots  from  the  wcunded 
Part,  and  it  fhould  afterward  be  fevered  from  its 
Stem,  by  cutting  it  off  below  the  Box. 

When  your  young  Fig-Trees,  that  have  been  pro¬ 
pagated  from  Slips  and  Layers,  begin  to  unfold  a 
fine  Growth  of  Leaves,  they  fhould  be  removed 
from  the  Pot  or  Bafket  into  Boxes,  and  the  Ball  of 
Earth  that  adheres  to  their  Roots  ought  to  be 
raifed  a  little  higher  than  the  Edge  of  the  Box. 
When  your  Fig-7'rees  no  longer  produce  any  large 
Wood  you  muft  either  furround  them  with  a  new 
Supply  of  Earth,  or  place  them  in  larger  Boxes  i 
and  if,  at  the  End  of  twenty  Years,  they  fhould 
be  too  much  confined  in  the  larger  Boxes,  they  will 
ftill  continue  profperous  if  you  tranfplant  them  into 
the  Earth. 

Prior,  Fig-Trees  are  fometimes  train’d  up  to  the 
Efpalier,  but  they  will  then  have  too  much  Liberty 
and  fhoot  out  more  Wood  than  is  confident  with 
their  proper  Regulation.  They  may  indeed  be 
eafily  fupported  by  Poles,  about  the  Didance  of  a 
Foot  from  the  Wall  *,  but  this  little  Fored  of  Plants 
raifed  before  a  Wall  that  remains  uncover’d  below, 
is  far  from  being  ornamental  to  a  Garden,  and  the 
Winter  will  frequently  be  very  injurious  to  the 
Trees,  whatever  Precautions  may  be  taken  to  the 
contrary. 

Count.  We  generally  content  ourfelves  with  Fig- 
Trees  in  Boxes,  and  likewife  with  thofe  that  are 
form’d  into  Bufhy-Dwarfs.  The  Tree  that  grows  in 
the  natural  Earth  is  fecured  from  the  Rigours  of 
Winter  by  a  Covering  of  Straw  :  Thofe  in  Boxes 
are  prefer ved  in  the  Green- Houfe,  and  they  are  at 
prefent  in  the  greated  Edeem,  becaufe  they  are 
capable  of  being  cultivated  with  more  Certainty  and 
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Eafe  than  any  other  Clafs,  and  the  Fruit,  befide 
the  Merit  of  a  full  Growth,  has  alfo  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  completing  its  Maturity  the  fooneft  of 
any. 

Chevalier.  ’Tis  Pity  this  Plant  is  not  fo  beautiful 
to  the  Eye  as  the  Orange-Tree. 

Count.  Its  Shape  refults  from  a  Set  of  particular 
Principles,  which  may  be  all  comprehended  in  a 
few  Words.  In  the  hrft  Place,  it  is  impoflible  to 
form  the  Head  of  this  Tree  into  any  exadl  Regu¬ 
larity. 

Prior.  The  Damage  is  not  very  great,  for  aa 
Air  of  Eafe  and  Unconftraint  has  always  an  agree¬ 
able  Appearance,  even  in  thofe  Objeds  that  are 
capable  of  a  curious  Adjuftment. 

Count.  A  Fig-Tree,  in  particular,  fhould  have  a 
Mien  of  Freedom.  Its  Leaves  are  too  large  and 
uncompliant  to  form  an  exad  Round  ;  it  will  be 
fufficient  therefore  if  it  has  fome  Similitude  to  that 
Figure,  and  we  are  fatisfied,  if  it  does  not  fhootinto 
a  ridiculous  Expanfionon  one  Side,  while  its  Growth 
is  entirely  contraded  on  the  other. 

The  Eyes  in  the  Branches  of  falfe  Wood  are 
flat  or  but  little  fwell’d,  and  are  very  remote  from 
each  other.  The  good  Branches  have  large  Eyes 
whofe  mutual  Diftance  is  very  inconfiderable  ;  and 
thefe  fhould  be  always  preferved.  Hitherto  the 
Procefs  is  much  the  fame  as  in  other  Fruit-Trees  ; 
but  as  Figs  grov/  upon  the  ftrongeft  Branches,  and 
never  upon  thofe  that  are  fmall,  the  weak  Branches 
muft  be  cut  off  and  the  ftrong  ones  preferved, 
contrary  to  the  Methods  pradifed  on  other  Trees. 
The  Figs  fhoot  immediately  from  the  large  Branches 
without  being  preceded  by  any  Flowers,  be- 
caufe  the  Fruit  itfelf  inclofes  its  Chives,  together 
with  its  Powder  and  Seeds,  under  one  common 
Foldage. 


Prior» 


174  Dialogue  VIII. 

Prior,  Every  Circumftance  in  this  Tree  is  very 
fingular,  and  varied  from  the  general  Order  ob- 
fervable  in  other  Plants.  That  Being,  who  has  fub- 
je6ted  them  to  one  uniform  Law,  can  difpenfe  with 
its  Operations  whenever  he  pleafes,  and  his  Power 
is  equally  produdtive,  when  he  even  recedes  from 
the  Laws  of  Fertility.  The  Stems  of  thofe  Leaves 
that  (hoot  forth  after  Midfummer  will  produce 
Fig-Buds,  or  the  firft  Figs  of  the  enfuing  Year  ; 
and  the  Stalk  of  each  Leaf,  that  unfolds  irfelf  in  the 
Spring,  will  bear  a  Fig  that  will  ripen  in  Autumn 
if  the  Weather  be  hot,  and  the  Expofition  favoura¬ 
ble  •,  otherwife  it  will  wither  away  and  not  attain  to 
any  Maturity  even  in  the  following  Year,  though  it 
may  pofTibly  preferve  fome  Appearance  of  Vigour 
in  the  Winter-Seafon. 

Count,  Can  you  judge  in  the  Manner  by  which 
the  Fig-Trees  grow,  how  the  Tree  ought  to  be 
pruned  ? 

Chevalier,  I  fliould  think  it  proper  to  let  the  large 
Branches  be  very  long,  in  order  to  acquire  a  greater 
Quantity  of  Fruit. 

Count,  That,  indeed,  would  be  the  EfFedl  ;  but 
it  will  be  much  better  to  invigorate  the  Tree,  nou- 
rifh  the  Wood,  and  raife  a  Growth  of  Figs  that  will 
be  more  valuable  for  their  Beauty  than  their  Num¬ 
ber  *,  for  which  Reafon,  the  Fig-Tree  is  kept  fome- 
thing  low,  efpecially  thofe  in  Boxes,  which  cannot 
derive  fo  much  Aliment  from  the  Earth,  as  thofe 
that  expand  their  Roots  in  full  Liberty. 

At  the  Return  of  Spring,  it  will  be  proper  to 
cut  off  all  the  Shoots  that  rife  from  the  Stem,  and 
they  may  be  employed  as  Slips.  All  the  dead 
Wood  muff  likewife  be  lopp’d  off,  and  the  large 
Branches  that  are  newly  fliot  forth  fhould  be  fhor- 
tened,  and  not  permitted  to  exceed  two  Feet  in 
Length.  In  the  Month  of  April,,  the  Ends  of  all 
the  old  and  new  Branches  ought  to  be  broken  off, 

that 
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that  thefe  may  produce  lateral  Shoots,  which  will 
fupply  the  Fruit  below  with  more  Sap,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  a  richer  Growth  is  fecured  for  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Year,  when  all  the  new  Shoots  that  have 
yielded  Leaves,  will  likewife  beprodu6live  of  Fruit. 

The  Fig-Tree  is  a  Plant  that  requires  large  Re- 
frefliments  of  Water  *,  and  it  is  dangerous  to  con¬ 
fide  this  Part  of  its  Culture  to  an  indolent  Gardener» 
who  will  think  himfelf  difcharged  from  that  Care 
by  the  leaft  Sprinkle  of  Rain  -,  though  it  is  certaia 
that  a  very  copious  Shower  only  moifiens  this 
Plant  to  a  very  moderate  Degreee  ;  becaufe  the  large 
Expand  of  its  Leaves  prevents  the  Humidity 
from  arriving  at  its  Stem.  It  ought  therefore  to 
be  plentifully  water’d,  once  a  Week  at  leaft,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Spring  -,  and  this  Operation  may  be  facili¬ 
tated  by  Means  of  a  Pump  that  raifes  Water  to 
the  Top  of  a  Building,  that  there  may  be  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  Quantity  of  it  ready  for  the  Extindion  of 
Fire  :  Or  a  leathern  Pipe  may  be  fixed  to  the  Cock 
of  a  Fountain,  or  the  Ajutage  of  a  Jet  d"  Eau  -,  and 
the  Water,  being  impell’d  forward  by  the  Cur¬ 
rent  behind  it,  will  afcend  without  any  Obftrucftion  ; 
By  which  Means,  a  fingle  Servant  may  foon  diftri- 
bute  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  this  Fluid,  to  a  long 
Row  of  Boxes,  and  even  to  all  the  Beds  of  Herbage 
in  a  large  Compartment. 

Chevalier.  Your  Lordfhip  has  undoubtedly  cauled 
your  Fig-Trees  to  be  difpofed  around  that  Bafon, 
that  they  may  be  water’d  with  as  little  Difficulty  as 
poffible  *,  but  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  why  they 
are  faften’d  to  the  Foot  of  the  Jet  d*  Eau  with  long 
Bands  ofWoollen  Lift. 

Count.  The  A  ffair  is  very  different  from  what  you 
imagine.  In  the  Middle  of  that  Hexagon  Bafon, 
which  is  even  with  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  you 
fee  a  Pedeftal  four  Feet  high,  fupporting  a  round 
Baffin  that  difcharges  a  Sheet  of  Water  over  its 

Rim. 
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Rim.  In  that  upper  Bafon  I  eaufe  as  many  long 
Pieces  of  Lift  to  be  fteeped,  as  there  are  Boxes  of 
Fig-Trees  round  the  grand  Bafon.  The  hither 
End  of  the  Cloth  being  lower  than  that  which  is 
immerfed  in  the  Water,  the  Lift  is  eafily  filled  by 
the  Aid  of  the  Air  which  gravitates  on  the  Surface 
of  the  Water,  and  caufes  it  to  glide  along  the  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Wool  -,  it  then  diftils  in  Drops  on  the 
Earth,  and  diffufes  a  fufficient  Frefhnefs  through  the 
whole  Box,  and  which  may  be  redoubled  upon  every 
proper  Occafion. 

Chevalier,  This  is  faving  abundance  of  Labour 
at  a  fmall  Expence  :  But  are  there  no  other  Fruits  that 
your  Lordlhip  will  recommend  to  my  Care  ? 

The  Fiant ation  of  Olive-Trees. 

Trior,  The  Olive  Tree  would  deferve  our  At¬ 
tention  as  much  as  all  the  other  Plants  we  have 
mention’d,  and  perhaps  more  could  its  Fruit  be 
brought  to  a  due  Maturity  in  our  Provinces. 

Chevalier.  In  what  Countries,  Sir,  is  it  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  ? 

Prior.  It  thrives  to  Perfedlion  in  the  Southern 
Parts  of  France  ;  but  it  enriches  in  a  peculiar 
Manner  the  Cantons  of  Oneille  and  GraJJe,  in  Pro¬ 
vence.,  with  an  Oil  whofe  Sweetnefs  excels  the  moft 
perfedt  Growths  of  Italy  and  Portugal.  Next  to 
this  the  Oils  of  Arramont.,  Alx  and  Nice  are  in 
the  greateft  Eftimation.  Thofe  that  are  brought 
from  Naples,  the  Morea.,  Candy  and  the  Ifles  of 
the  Archipelago  are  ranked  in  the  third  Clafs.  The 
Olives  likewife  differ  as  much  as  the  Oils  :  Thofe 
of  Provence,  which  are  eafily  diftinguifti’d  by  their 
Smallnefs  and  unequal-pointed  Figure,  have  a  De¬ 
licacy  of  Flavour  which  makes  them  univerlally 
preferred  to  all  others. 


The 
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The  Leaves  of  the  Olive-Tree  have  a  near  Re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  the  Willow,  and  it  is  a  Plant 
that  may  be  eafily  cultivated  by  thofe  who  have  any 
Curiofity  to  raife  it;  lince  it  demands  very  little 
Labour  or  Attention  It  is  cuftomary  to  plant  it 
!  in  a  Box  of  hot  and  light  Earth  :  It  requires  Plenty 
\  of  Water  in  the  Surnrher-S^^afon,  and  fhould  have  a 
commodious  Shelter  from  the  Winter’s  Cold. 

Chevalier.  In  what  Manner,'  Sir,  is  the  Oil  made  ? 

Pr  ior.  Olives  are  ufeful  in  a  double  Fundlion. 
When  the  Extraélion  of  their  Oil  is  intended,  they 
are  bruifed  under  a  Mill-ftone,  and  reduced  to  a 
Fade  :  This  muft  be  worked  up  with  an  Interm ix- 
(  ture  of  warm  Water,  which  difengages  the  Oil, 

I  and,  by  caufing  it  to  fwim  uppermoft,  facilitates 
the  Manner  of  acquiring  it.  It  may  be  kept  for  a- 
I  bout  a  Year,  after  which  it  degenerates  and  grows 
i  ufelels.  Nature,  by  advancing  Wine  to  Perfedlion, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Increafe  of  its  Age,  feerns  to 
invite  us  to  adl  with  CEconomy  in  its  Confumption, 

J  left  it  fhould  happen  to  be  abufed  ;  but  in  limiting 
i  the  Goodnefs  of  Oil  to  the  Duration  of  a  Year,  flie 
j  compels  the  Rich  to  impart  it  to  their  Inferiors,  who 
i  will  always  ufe  it  with  Moderation. 

When  Olives  are  referved  for  eating,  it  will  be 
I  neceftary  to  corredl  their  bitter  Flavour  :  In  order 
t  to  which,  they  are  firft  pafled  through  a  f  Lixivium 
!  of  Afhes  and  Lim.e,  and  then  depofited  in  Veflels 
i  of  Stone  or  Wood,  with  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Wa- 
i  ter.  Salt,  Coriander,  and  Fennel,  or  fome  other 
,  Aromatic  Plant. 

*  This  Fruit,  whofe  Juice  is  tranfported  in  fuch 
5  a  beneficial  Manner  to  all  Parts,  compenfates  the 
?  Provinces  where  it  grows,  for  their  want  of  Butter, 
Î  and  other  Accommodations  afforded  by  Pafture- 

\  Lands,  which  are  feldom  feen  in  thofe  Countries, 

i 
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becaufe  the  Grafs  is  withered  by  the  fudden  Eva¬ 
poration  of  the  light  Soil,  which  lyes  too  much  ex- 
pofed  to  a  fcorching  Sun. 

Chevalier,  We  have  Trails  of  Land  in  feveral 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom  befide  Provence  that  are 
parched  and  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  immoderate 
Heat  that  exhaiifts  them  :  Is  it  impoflible  to  cul¬ 
tivate  Olives  in  fuch  Soils  as  thefe  ? 

Prior.  It  may  perhaps  be  faid  that  they  will  not 
fucceed  tiiere,  becaufe  they  have  never  been  feen  in 
thofe  Parts»  When  our  Anceftors,  the  Gatilsy 
paired  the  Alps  to  enjoy  the  delicious  Gifts  of  the 
Vine  and  the  Olive-Tree  in  their  Italian  Settle¬ 
ments,  they  had  no  Conception  that  thefe  Plants 
could  ever  profper  in  Gallic  Climes-,  and  yet  they 
have  fince  been  tranfplanted  thither,  with  more 
Succefs  tf.an  even  attends  them  in  Italy  itfelf.  It 
was  likewife  a  prevailing  Opinion,  that  the  Mufca-* 
dine  Grape,  the  Orange  and  the  Fig,  could  never 
accompliOi  their  Maturity  among  us.  It  is  not  very 
long  unce  this  Error  has  been  difiipated  ;  and  we 
were  then  convinced,  that  the  China  Orange,  the 
Mtijcadine  Grape,  and  the  Fig,  were  capable  of 
acquiring  as  exquifire  a  Flavour,  and  as  perfeél  a 
Ripenefs,  even  in  the  Northern  Part  of  France^  as . 
they  ever  alTumed  in  Cha7npain.  You  may  like¬ 
wife  judge,  by  another  Inllance,  what  Expédiât  ions 
we  may  entertain  from  our  Experiments,  and  the 
Fertility  ol  our  Soil.  Some  Years  ago  the  King 
gave  Monfieur  le  Normand  two  Suckers  of  a  Pine- 
Apple,  and  recommended  their  Cultivation  to  his  I 
Care,  though  they  were  almoft  withered  at  that 
Time,  and  had  not  any  Roots  :  The  Heart,  how¬ 
ever,  was  good,  and  they  happened  to  take.  But 
though  the  Fruit  they  produced  could  not  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  its  proper  Maturity,  yet  two  Suckers,  i 
that  were  prefer ved  from  the  Putrefadlion  and  Dan-  | 
ger  of  the  others,  produced,  in  the  Year  1733,  two 

Pine- 
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Pine-Apples,  whofe  Beauty  attradled  the  Attention 
of  the  Curious.  The  Afiiduity  ufed  in  their  Cul¬ 
ture,  in  Conjundlion  with  a  favourable  Autumn, 
raifed  them  to  a  perfe(5t  Maturity.  The  King  him- 
felf  taRed  one  of  them  the  28th  of  December^  and 
found  it  excellent  *,  and  all  thofe  Perfons  to  whom 
his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  fend  part  of  thefe  Fruits, 
in  order  to  confult  different  Palates,  unanimoufiy 
agreed  that  the  Pine-Apples  were  completely  ripe, 
and  had  a  delicate  melting  Pulp,  agreeably  quicken’d 
by  a  fine  Acid,  and  were  as  richly  perfumed  as  a 
Strawberry. 

My  Inference  from  this  Fadl  is,  that  if  the  Pine- 
Apple,  which  feemed  to  be  limited  to  the  '^‘orrid 
Zone,  can  be  brought  to  Maturity  in  the  Northern 
Part  of  France^  the  Olive-Tree,  which  profpers 
in  the  Provinces  beyond  the  Loire^  may  certainly 
fucceed  on  this  fide  of  that  River.  Our  Climate 
is  favourable  to  moft  Produdtions,  and  we  need  only 
make  proper  Trials  of  its  Efficacy,  and  aid  it  in  its 
Operations. 

Count.  I  really  believe  the  Olive-Tree  would 
thrive  in  our  Gardens,  as  well  as  the  White  Mul¬ 
berry-Tree,  which  now  performs  Wonders  in  fe- 
veral  Places  that  were  formerly  thought  too  cold  for 
this  Plant,  as  well  as  for  the  Silk-Worm. 

Prior.  We  daily  pay  lefs  Regard  to  a  Maxim 
that  has  been  extended  too  far,  and  which  afferts  that 
Fruits  are  fo  peculiarly  adapted  to  certain  Countries, 
that  they  can  never  fucceed  in  any  other  Regions  : 
And  fince  we  have  at  laft  divefted  ourfelves  of 
this  unreafonable  Prejudice,  by  which  we  had  long 
been  impoverifhed,  we  rear  thofe  Fruits  with 
whofe  Names  we  were  almoft  unacquainted  fome 
Years  ago.  The  Obfervations  that  have  been  made 
on  the  valuable  Produ(5tions  of  different  Provinces, 
and  on  fuch  as  each  Soil  either  furnifhes  of  itfelf, 
or  may  be  rendered  capable  of  producing  by  its 

N  2  Intermixture 
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Intermixture  with  other  Earths  -,  a  due  Examination 
of  what  Fruits  particular  Trees  afford,  without 
Pruning  ;  and  what  Kinds  other  Trees  may  be 
taught  to  bear  by  this  Operation  ;  a  ftridf  Attenti¬ 
on  to  the  natural  Produce  of  each  Seafon,  and  to 
thofe  Additions  that  may  be  made  by  the  Affiftance 
of  Safhes,  Mats,  Conservatories,  and  hot  Beds  : 
In  fine,  an  exaél  Conformity  to  the  whole  Pro- 
cefs  of  Nature,  aided  by  all  forts  of  Experiments 
and  induftrious  Applications,  has  enabled  us,  within 
the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years,  to  collect  into  one 
Country  all  the  Advantages  which  till  then  were 
diffufed  through  feveral  Regions  ;  we  can  now  com¬ 
municate  to  various  Seafons  thofe  Produ6tions  that 
were  formerly  appropriated  to  one  *,  and  are  capable 
of  deriving  Profit  from  a  Soil  that  once  feemed  to 
be  the  Seat  of  Sterility  -,  in  a  Word,  we  have  it  in 
our  power  to  accommodate  Society  with  a  Circula¬ 
tion  of  Fruits  and  Herbs  that  are  as  durable  as  the 
^Yearitfelf. 

Count,  This  Circulation  is  the  principal  Objeâ 
of  Gardening  -,  but  then  we  are  not  to  fill  our 
Ground  with  every  particular  Species,  as  is  pradtifed 
by  fome  Perfons.  What  Advantages  can  redound 
from  a  laborious  Culture  of  fuch  Trees  as  produce 
but  indifferent  Fruits  ?  Let  us  rather  devote  our 
Time  and  Soil  to  thofe  Produdions  that  are  moft 
perfect.  I  intend,  my  dear  Chevalier,  to  inform 
you  in  our  next  Walk  how  a  Garden  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner,  by  prefenting 
you  with  a  Catalogue  of  thofe  Species  which  ought 
to  be  admitted  in  Exclufion  to  all  others  ;  and  I 
fhall  then  acquaint  you  with  their  proper  Manage¬ 
ment  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Year. 

Chevalier,  If  your  Lordfhip  is  refolved  to  con¬ 
fine  me  to  fuch  a  ftrid  Œconomy,  I  doubt  I  muft 
bid  adieu  to  Philofophy» 


Prior^ 
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Prior.  Not  at  all,  Sir,  laffureyou.  TruePhi- 
lofophy  always  begins  with  a  reafonable  CEconomy  ; 
and  it  is  this  alone  which  enables  us  to  pafs  our  Days 
in  Tranquillity,  as  well  a$  to  render  good  Offices  to 
others,  and  to  condnft  all  pur  Undertakings  with 
Decency.  What  Prerogative  has  any  Perfon  to 
philofophize  on  what  paffes  in  the  Heavens,  and 
to  range  the  whole  Syftem  the  World,  if  he  is 
unable  to  regulate  his  own  Habitation  ?  ^ 
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TÎié* Count.  T/6^Countess.  îy&e Chevalier^ 

*  ■  ’  \ 

Chevalier.  ^  ^  Month  of 

May.,  with  Grapes  of  the 
J aft' Year’s  Growth  !  Surely 
this  is  a  very  uncommon 
Defert. 

Countefs.  You  fee,  Sir,  we  can  unite  the  old 
Fruits  with  the  new. 

Chevalier,  I  fuppofe  the  Figs  may  be  owing  to 
the  Fleat  of  the  Stove,  and  the  Dexterity  of  the 
Gardener  ^  ^  but  is  the  Prefervation  of  the  autumnal 
Fruits  likewife  the  Effedl  of  his  Care  ?  I  am  apt  to 
think  they  have  been  managed  by  fome  other  Hand.' 

Countefsi. 
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Countefs.  This  is  a  Province  I  have  referved  to 
myfelf  ;  and  have  fometimes  been  fo  fuccefsful  as 
to  preferve  the  St.  Germain  Pear  to  the  Month  of 
February  -,  and  the  Virgouleufe  even  to  ApriL 

Count.  New  Expedients  are  daily  invented  for 
caufing  agreeable  Surprifes,  by  prefenting  us  with 
fuch  Fruits  as  are  not  to  be  expeâed,  according  to 
the  Courfe  of  the  Seafon  -,  and  the  Imagination  can 
never  be  too  fertile  in  furnifhing  fuch  Expedients  as 
thefe  :  But  the  Point  from  whence  we  ought  to  fet 
out,  in  order  to  fecure  a  Supply  of  fine  Fruit  thro* 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Year,  is  a  right  Knowledge 
of  the  Seafon  in  which  each  particular  Fruit  attains 
its  Maturity,  either  on  the  Tree,  or  in  the  Confer- 
vatory  -,  and  a  regular  Choice  of  thofe  Species  that 
are  proper  to  be  planted  in  the  Kitchen- Garden, 

Countefs.  Thofe  that  are  mod  excellent  ought  to 
be  procured  for  all  Seafons,  and  one  fhouid  néver 
take  up  with  fuch  as  are  indifferent,  except  when 
the  others  are  not  to  be  acquired. 

Chevalier.  The  Number  of  excellent  Fruits  is  not 
extremely  great,  and  I  can  eafily  fet  down  their- 
Names  and  Succeffions  in  my  Book  of  Memoran¬ 
dums. 

Count.  I  promifed  to  furnilh  you  with  the  Parti¬ 
culars. 

Countefs.  Let  us  begin  with  the  Fruits  of  the  pre- 
fent  Month, 

Chevalier.  I  always  thought  that  Flowers  were 
the  only  Produdlions  of  May. 

Countefs.  We  intend  to  entertain  you  with  a  Col¬ 
lation  of  Strawberries  to-morrow. 

Chevalier,  Does  your  Ladyfhip  mean  Early  May- 
fuch  as  will  be  red  and  tender  ?  Frmts„ 

Countefs.  I  do.  Sir  -,  and  if  you  are  difpofed  to 
be  incredulous,  I  can  even  caufe  them  to  ripen  in  the 
Month  of  ApriL  I  affure  you  we  had  forne  brought 

^  N'4  "  to 
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to  Table  two  Days  before  we  were  favoured  with 
your  Company. 

Chevalier.  I  fuppofe  the  Stove  fs  inftrumental 
in  fur n idling  thefe  Novelties. 

Count.  Not  at  all  the  young  Plants  were  brought 
from  the  Woods  in  Autumn,  and  were  then  tranf- 
plahted  into  a  Bed.  Care  was  taken  to  give  them 
a  new  Supply  of  Heat  in  February difpofing  a 
Lay  of  frefh  Horfe-Dung  round  the  Bed  *,  and 
the  reft  has  been  completed  by  the  Sun-beams 
and  Glafs-bells  properly  managed. 

Countefs.  I  propofe,  within  fifteen  Days  at  moft, 
to  prefent  you  with  a  Defert  of  early  Cherries, 
attended  by  Strawberries  in  their  full  Perfe<5lion,  and 
produced  by  the  natural  Soil.  Thefe  are  part  of  my 
Revenues,  and  I  yearly  receive  them  myfelf.  As 
to  the  Manner  of  their  Produdlion,  the  Count  will 
acquaint  you  with  the  Particulars. 

Count.  In  order  to  raife  a  Growth  of  Early- 
Cherries,  it  will  only  be  necelTary  to  train  your 
Trees  to  the  Efpalier  in  the  beft  Expofure  *,  and  if 
you  are  defirous  of  forward  Strawberries  in  an  open 
Soil,  all  the  Precaution  you  need  obferve  is  to  take 
the  Plants  out  of  their  native  Earth,  and  place  them 
at  the  foot  of  a  Wall  fufficfently  expofed  to  the  Sun. 
The  Flov/ers  that  bloom  laft  in  Spring  are  to  be 
retrenched,  but  thofe  which  make  the  firft  Appear¬ 
ance  fhould  be  ftrengthened  and  aided  as  much 
as  poffible.  Thefe  are  foon  enlarged,  and  the 
Fruits  they  produce  are  rendered  much  finer  by 
this  Management. 

When  the  Fruit-Seafon  of  thefe  Plants  is  over, 
they  fhould  be  cut  even  with  the  Surface  of  the 
Earth,  which  will  give  an  additional  Vigour  to  the 
Roots  :  Whereas  if  the  Stems  are  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  full  Growth,  the  Roots  will  be  ex- 
haüfted  înTjôürifhing  a  Frcfufon  of  Shoots  which 

will 
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will  bend  fpontaneoufly  into  the  Earth,  and  weaken 
each  other  by  their  immoderate  Number. 

A  Bed  of  Strawberry-Plants  will  continue  fertile 
for  three  Years  ;  but  a  third  part  of  them  fhould 
be  annually  deftroyed,  in  order  to  replenifh  that 
part  of  the  Plot  with  young  Plants  from  the 
Woods  ;  and  there  will  always  be  a  fufHcient  Supply 
of  good  Fruit  when  this  Method  is  purfued. 

Countefs,  Strawberries  and  Early-Cherries  will  be 
accompanied  by  Rafpberries  and  Goofe-  , 

berries  in  June^  and  common  Cherries 
will  be  gathered  about  the  middle  of 
that  Month.  Thefe  will  foon  be  fucceeded  by  the 
Montmorency-Cherry^  and  the  white  and  black 
Hearts,  which  are  in  the  greateft  Efteem. 

July  is  the  Month  for  red  Fruits,  and  our  Deferts 

will  then  be  graced  with  all  the  Kinds  1  have  already 

mentioned,  together  with  the  EnzUfh- 

11  ij  Cherries, 

Cherry,  which  is  io  generally  valued 
for  its  Largenefs  and  fweet  Flavour  :  The  Black- 
Cherry  will  likewife  make  its  Appearance  at  the 
fame  time  ;  and  the  Fig-Tree  will  then  afford  us 
fome  Produftions  to  grace  the  firft  Courfes  at 


our  Entertainments.  Toward  the  Middle  of  the 
fame  Month  we  fhall  gather  Earl  y -Peaches  ;  the 
little  Peach  of  "Troyes^  Catalonian  and  Perdrigon- 
Plumbs,  the  earlieft  Apricocks,  and  feveral  excel¬ 
lent  Pears,  fuch  as  the  little  Mufk,  the  Magdalen^ 
and  the  'Ejàxly-RouJfelet, 

Count,  The  excellent  Flavour  of  the  Mufk- Pear 
is  a  Compenfation  for  its  extreme  Small- 
nefs.  This  Fruit  fucceeds  beft  on  an  Summer- 
old  Tree  in  the  open  Air,  and  in  a 
dry  Soil.  The  Roujfelet  is  not  very  common  as 
yet,  but  deferves  to  be  rendred  fo,  becaufe  it  is 
as  forward  as  the  Mufk-Pear  ;  and  not  only  ex¬ 
ceeds  it  in  the  Delicacy  of  its  Juice,  but  is  like¬ 
wife  feven  or  eight  times  as  large. 


Countejs, 


1 86  Dialogue  IX. 

Countefs,  The  latter  end  of  July  furniHies  me,  if 
I  am  not  miftaken,  with  the  Pearly  Mirabelle^ 
which  is  a  large  Plumb,  whofe  Juice  is  exceeding 
fweet.  When  all  thefe  Fruits  are  properly  inter¬ 
mixed,  they  may  be  formed  into  Pyramids  and 
other  Imitations  of  Architecture  :  The  Stories  and 
Projections  of  which  may  be  ornamented  with  fhin- 
ing  Colours  ;  and  they  are  likewife  capable  of  being 
clouded  in  a  very  agreeable  Manner. 

The  Month  of  Auguft^  inftead  of  beftowing  its 
Fruits,  feems  to  lavifh  them  with  the  utmoft  pro¬ 
digality.  We  are  then  regaled  with  large  Figs, 
Cherries  of  the  laft  Growth,  Apricocks,  and  a  vaft 
Variety  of  excellent  Pears. 

Count.  The  firft  of  thefe  are  the  Mufk-Robin  ; 
which  is  a  Pear  of  a  breaking  Pulp,  and  a  rich 
mulky  Flavour;  the  CuiJJe- Madame^  whofe  admi¬ 
rable  Juice  renders  it  worthy  to  be  fkreened  from 
the  Winds,  fince  the  leaft  Blaft  fliakes  it  from  the 
Tree  :  The  long-ftalked  Blanquette^  much  efteemed 
for  its  vinous  Kelifh  and  its  tender  FJelh  :  The 
Skinlefs-Pear,  which  is  always  too  tranfient  ;  it  is 
likewife  very  melting,  and  full  of  a  perfumed 
Juice. 

Countefs.  I  am  very  fond  of  the  C  affole  He.,  and 
the  Salviatiy  which  are  produced  at  the  fame  Time  : 
Thefe  Pears  are  very  fit  to  be  preferved  with  Sugar, 
becaufe  they  have  a  rich  mufky  Flavour,  and  are 
not  intermixed  with  any  grofs  Subftance. 

Count.  The  laft  Pears  of  this  Month  are  the 
Summer  Bon-Crétien.,  and  the  Royal  Mulk-Pear  ; 
they  have  a  breaking  Pulp,  but  are  full  of  a  per¬ 
fumed  Juice. 

Countefs.  This  is  likewife  the  Month  of  fine 
Plumbs,  but  I  Ihould  foon  bewilder  myfelf^  fhould 
I  attempt  to  reckon  up  the  feveral  Kinds. 

Count.  The  firft  is  the  Monfieur-'Blnmb.,  which  is 
the  fame  as  the  Damafk  Violet  of  Tours.  The  next 

are 
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are  the  Damafk-Violet  and  the  Dama{k-Red, 
The  three  beft  Damalks  are  the  white,  the  green, 
and  the  black,  which  eafily  difcharge  the  Stones, 
like  thofe  already  mentioned,  and  exceed  them  in 
Flavour, 

The  little  white  and  red  Mirabelle^  the  Apricock 
Plumb,  the  Italian^  the  Violet,  and  white  Perdri- 
gons^  together  with  the  Diaper-Plumb,  are  in  great 
Eftimation  for  their  excellent  Pulp.  The  Saint 
Catharine  is  no  way  inferior  to  any  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  Plumbs,  efpecially  when  it  has  been  fuffered  to 
acquire  the  Wrinkles  and  Maturity  of  a  proper  Age 
on  the  Efpalier,  and  to  which  it  can  never  attain 
in  the  open  Air,  where  it  is  too  much  expofed  to 
injurious  Shocks  from  the  Wind. 

Countefs.  The  Queen  Claudia  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
the  fineft  of  any  that  has  yet  been  mentioned,  and 
it  would  be  a  Plumb  of  the  utmoft  Perfection,  were 
its  Colour  as  beautiful  as  its  Juice  is  rich. 

Count,  Its  ever-green  Skin  is  fometimes  tinged 
with  a  Bloom  of  red  ;  and  this  Operation  is  per¬ 
formed  by  clearing  away  the  Leaves  which  fhroud 
it  from  the  Beams  of  the  Sun  :  But  this  Method, 

I  which  fucceeds  very  well  with  Peaches,  Apricocks, 
and  Pears,  fhould  be  praCtifed  with  Caution  *,  and  I 
fuppofe  the  Chevalier  knows  for  what  Reafon. 

Chevalier,  ’Tis  becaufe  the  Fruit  would  be  injured, 
by  being  divefted  of  a  large  Number  of  its  Leaves, 
y^^hich  may  probably  contribute  to  its  Perfection  ; 
and  they  nourifh  it  without  doubt. 

Count,  It  has  been  demonftrated  by  Experiments, 
that  the  Perfection  of  the  Juices  of  Fruits  depends 
on  the  Prefervation  of  their  Leaves,  ftnce  the  Sap, 
according  to  the  Opinion  which  now  prevails,  never 
flows  into  the  Fruit  till  it  has  been  circulated  thro* 
the  Foliage.  It  is  certain,  that  when  a  Tree  has 
been  divefted  of  its  Leaves,  the  Fruit,  inftead  of 

attaining 
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attaining  its  due  Maturity,  always  degenerates  and 
wkhers  away. 

The  Month  of  Augufi  presents  us,  at  ks  firft 
Entrance,  with  the  Magdalen one  Species 
of  which  is  called  the  white,  and  another  the  red, 
and  they  are  hoch  very  excellent  :  They  are  eafily 
diftinguilhed  by  their  Leaves,  which  are  more  in¬ 
dented  than  thofe  of  other  Peach-Trees.  We  like- 
wife  gather,  at  the  end  of  this  Month,  the  Mignonne ^ 
which  is  of  two  kinds  ;  the  fmah  and  the  large  : 
The  latter  is  the  moft  amiable  and  perfedb  of  all 
Peaches,  and  ought  to  be  planted  more  than  all  » 
tlie  other  Species. 

The  RoJJane,  the  Early-C^^^r^^y^,  and  the  Belle- 
Gardcy  prefent  us  with  a  delufive  Form,  and  want 
the  'Merit  of  the  Violet-Peach,  which  is  the  moft 
vinous  Species,  and  appears  about  the  Clofe  of  Auguft 
with  the  Brugnon^  to  which  it  has  fome  Refemblance, 

Chevalier,  What  Difference  is  there  between  a 
Peach,  a  Brugnon,  and  a  Pavy  ? 

Count,  The  Brugnon  has  a  ftriped  Skin  ;  but  the 
Peach  and  the  Pavy  have  a  covering  that  imitates 
Velvet,  or  a  fine  Down  :  The  Pavy  and  the  Brug¬ 
non  reièmble  each  other  in  their  Inaptitude  to  quit 
the  Stone,  which  the  Peach  always  difcharges  and 
ripens  to  à  greater  Perfèétion. 

,  Countefs,  L.et  us  now  proceed  to  the  Month  of 
September,  one  of  whofe  fineft  Prefents 
is  the  Roujfelet  Pear,  as  well  the  fmail 
as  the  large  one. 

Count.  1  think  I  have  obferved  that  thefe  two 
•Species  are,  in  Reality,  one  and  the  fame  Fruit  : 
They  entirely  correfpond  in  their  Flavour  and 
Finenefs  -,  and  the  Difference  in  their  Sizes  mani- 
feftly  refaits  from  the  Qualities  of  the  Stock  on 
which  they  are  grafted,  or  from  the  Soil  wherein  they 
are  reared.  It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  Species  of  Pears.  Nothing  can  equal  the  Soft- 
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nefs  of  its  melting  Pulp,  the  Delicacy  of  its  Juice, 
and  the  excellent  Perfume  of  its  Flavour.  It  fuc- 
ceeds  in  every  Soil,  and  efpecially  in  thofe  that  are 
light.  That  which  is  cultivated  at  Rheims  is  the  moft 
perfe61:  of  any  •,  and  thofe  which  are  reared  in  Gar¬ 
dens  are  much  fuperior  to  the  Rouffelet  which  is  pro¬ 
pagated  in  the  open  Country. 

Chevalier,  A  Tree,  that  extends  its  Roots  under 
an  immoveable  Soil  can  never  enjoy  the  Benefits 
of  Cultivation  and  Rain,  like  other  Plants.  From 
whence  then  does  it  derive  its  Juices  ?  For  my  Part, 
I  fhould  imagine  it  to  be  incapable  of  imbibing  any. 

Count»  It  undoubtedly  extradls  a  confiant  Nutri¬ 
ment  from  the  Earth,  and  efpecially  a  Vapour, 
impregnated  with  volatile  Salts,  from  thofe  Parts  of 
the  Soil  where  the  Cavities  are  deep  and  fpacious. 
We  may  form  a  Judgment  of  this  FaétTromthe 
Incrufiations  of  Salt-Petre,  which  adhere  to  the 
Spiracles  of  Caves,  and  to  the  Walls  of  Subterra¬ 
nean  Vaults.  The  fmall  Particles  of  Salt  which 
are  fo  infirumental  in  exalting  the  Flavours  of  Fruits 
are  propelled  by  a  Succeffion  of  other  Exhalations. 
They  rife  and  float  in  the  Air  where  the  Tree  ex¬ 
pands  a  Profufion  of  Leaves  adapted  to  their  Re¬ 
ception.  Thefe  Salts  likewife  fettle  on  the  Tops 
of  Buildings,  from  whence  they  are  fwept  by  a 
Flow  of  Rain,  and  condutfied  to  the  Stems  of  Trees, 
where  they  fink  through  the  Cracks  in  the  Ground, 
and  a  thoufand  Canals  which  are  opened  by  Worms, 
for  the  Admifiion  of  Air  and  Frefhnefs. 

The  Roujfelet  is  either  accompanied,  or  foon 
fucceeded  by  three  forts  of  Peaches,  that  contend 
with  each  other  for  the  Prize  of  Beauty  and  Per- 
fedion.  The  firfi  is  the  Admirable,  the  fécond 
the  Royal  Peach,  diverfified  from  the  other  by  a 
little  Tumor,  which  lengthens  it  in  the  extreme 
Part  ;  the  third  is  the  Purple  or  late  Qhevreufe^ 
which  refembles  the  early  Chevreufe  in  its  Form, 
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but  has  not  fuch  a  woolly  Subftance.  Its  Red  is  of  à 
deeper  Glow,  and  from  thence  it  derives  its  Name 
of  Purple. 

Countefs,  TheTardinefs  of  its  Appearance  is  not 
one  of  the  leaft  of  its  Qualities.  It  almoft  (bines 
alone  at  the  clofe  of  Sepember. 

Count,  If  it  has  any  Attendants,  it  derives  con- 
fiderable  Advantages  from  its  Comparifon  with 
thofe  that  ripen  with  lefs  Facility.  Such,  for  In- 
Itance,  are  the  Magdalen-Vdivy  the  ISivette, 
the  White- the  Admirable-Yellow,  the 
Tardy-Violet  i“,  and  the  Pavy  of  Pompone  ||.  The 
Month  of  September  likewife  brings  feveral  valuable 
Plumbs  to  Maturity,  efpecially  the  September 
Damaflc. 

Countefs.  When  there  happens  to  be  a  great  Scar¬ 
city  of  Peaches,  their  Place  in  the  Defert  is  fome- 
times  fupplied  by  thofe  Apples  that  are  called  the 
Red  and  V^hxtt-CalvUle  \  the  latter  of  which  has 
the  more  exalted  Flavour,  and  is  capable  of  being 
preferved  till  Eafler. 

The  fine  September  Peaches  diferedit  moft  of  the 
Pears  of  that  Seafon  ;  we  muft  however  except  the 
Winter  Thorn-Pear,  and  the  Roujfelety  which  fuf- 
tain  no  Dilhonour  by  appearing  at  the  fide  of  the 
Pavy-Royal,  and  the  Admirable. 

Count.  The  St.  Germain  Pear  and  the  EngUJh 
Beuréy  with  an  Intermixture  of  Grapes,  are  intro¬ 
duced  to  fill  up  in  fome  meafure  the  Void  between 
the  Peach  and  the  Beuré. 

So  called,  becaufe  its  Leaves  are  indented  like  thofe  of  the 
ISlugdahn-^t.2s\i . 

Or  the  Marble-Peach. 

H  Or  the  monllrous  Pavy. 

**  It  is  alfo  called  Vincormue  de  Chéneau^  or  de  la  Fare,  i.  e. 
the  unknown  of  La  Fare  ;  it  being  firft  difeovered  on  the  Banks 
of  a  River  called  by  that  Name  in  the  Parifli  of  Sf,  Germain. 

Countefs, 
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Counîefs.  The  Chevalier  may  add  to  the  Obfer- 

vations  he  has  already  colleded,  that 

during  the  firft  Days  of  September  it  is 
r  y  ^  T-’  •  I  A  ^  •  coloured  by 

ulual  to  colour  bruits  by  an  Art  that  is 

eafily  pradlifed.  When  we  have  an 
Inclination,  for  Inftance,  to  heighten  the  faint  Com¬ 
plexion  of  the  St.  Germain^  and  Royal  Winter- 
Pears,  and  efpecially  a  Bon- Chrétien^  the  Leaves 
that  intercept  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  are  cleared  away, 
and  the  Fruit  muft  be  moiftened  by  drawing  feveral 
Lines  over  it,  from  End  to  End,  with  a  Pencil 
dipp’d  in  frefh  Water.  The  Sun  afterward  refines 
this  Water,  I  know  not  how,  and  changes  it  to  a 
very  bright  and  lively  Vermilion. 

Count.  When  the  Sealbn  proves  favourable,  the 
Month  of  OStoher  completes  the  Maturity  of  the 
fécond  Growth  of  Figs,  which  are  fmaller,  indeed, 
but  much  finer  than  the  firft  -,  and  thefe,  perhaps,  with 
Melons,  are  the  moft  perfe<ft  Productions  of  theYear. 

As  to  Pears,  which  this  Month  affords  in  great 
Plenty,  I  would  limit  their  Culture  to  five  or  fix 
Species  that  are  melting  and  delicate.  The  firft 
is  the  Beuré.^  which  is  diftinguifhed,  though  perhaps 
improperly,  into  the  Gray,  the  Red,  the  Green, 
and  Golden  Species.  Thefe  Diverfities  evidently  re- 
fult  either  from  the  Qualities  of  the  Stem,  or  the 
Temperament  of  the  Soil.  The  other  Sorts  are, 
the  Long-Green-Pear  *,  the  Long- Green- +, 
the  Autumn  and  Swifs-Burgamots.^  the  Dean’s,  or 
St.  Michael^%  Pear,  and  the  Beftdery  *,  which  laft 
never  profpers  but  in  the  open  Air. 

Countefs.  All  thefe  Fruits,  and  efpecially  the  Au- 
x.wmn-Burgamot^  are  very  excellent  ;  but  they  fuftain 
fome  Difadvantage  by  fucceeding  the  Beuré. 

*  It  is  likewife  called  Mouille  Bouche  ctJutonne,  the  Autumn 
Mouth- W  ater-Pear . 

f  This  is  alfo  known  by  the  Name  of  Mouille  Bouche  Panachn 
the  ftriped  Mouth  Water. 


Count. 
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Count,  At  the  End  of  Auguft  we  gather  ripe 
Grapes,  fuch  as  the  ^oyû-Mufcadine^ 
rapes.  whofe  Flavour  is  exquifite,  the  Auftria}\ 

Grape,  which  is  equally  delicate,  and  whofe  Leaves 
are  diftinguifhable  by  their  Refemblance  to  thofe  of 
Parfley  ;  the  White  and  Violet- Grapes  of  Corinth^ 
the  Berries  of  which  Species  are  compa6l  and  fmall, 
and  have  very  little  Stone.  September  like  wife  fup- 
plies  us  with  the  White,  the  Violet,  and  the  red 
Front iniacs^i  which  are  excellent,  when  they  have 
advanced  to  a  complete  Degree  of  Ripenefs.  But 
Obtober  is  the  Month,  in  which  thefe  Grapes  gene¬ 
rally  acquire  their  full  Perfeélion,  as  well  as  the 
Gennetin  and  Malmfey  Grape,  together  with  the 
luon^-Frontiniac^  which  only  fucceeds  in  very  hot 
Soils  and  favourable  Years.  In  order  to  promote 
the  Maturity  of  ihefe  Grapes,  in  thofe  Situations 
where  they  have  hot  a  fufficient  Warmth  of  Sun, 
the  Berries,  while  they  are  as  fmall  as  Peas,  fhould 
bethinn’d  with  a  Pair  of  SciiTars,  that  thofe  which 
are  fuffered  to  remain  may  be  more  effehlually  nou- 
rifhed.  Thick  Clufters  are  the  worft,  both  for  the 
Table  and  the  Wine-Prefs. 

'  Frontlniac,,  and  all  White  Grapes  may  be  divefired 
of  fome  of  their  Leaves,  and  refrefhed  with  Water 
in  a  hot  Sun-fhine.  ^  This  feafonable  Supply  of 
Moifture  renders  them  foft,  and  tinges  them  with  ah 
Amber  Colour  very  pleafing  to  the  View. 

Chevalier,  There  are  fome  furious  Perfons  who 
depofite  Grapes  and  other  Fruits,  in  the  early  part 
of  their  Seafon,  and  while  they  are  yet  tender,  in 
Glafs-Bottles  *,  where  they  are  properly  matured  by 
the  Sun,  and  continue  uninjured  for  a  long  Time. 
But  I  am  apt  to  think.,  Grapes  may  be  preferved  by 
Methods  (fill  more  fimple  than  this. 

Countifs,  I  am  acquainted  with  two  that  are  very 
fuccefsfuj.  Thé  one  confifts  in  cutting  off  long 
Branches  that  fuftain  feveral  Clutters,  and  fix- 

3  ing 
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ing  them  on  Hoops  which  fhould  be  hung  np 
in  fome  Place  where  all  outward  Air  is  excluded. 
!1  The  fureft  Expedient  is  to  hang  them  in  clofe  Boxes 
1  or  dry  Caflcs,  that  whenever  we  open  one  of  thefe 
i  Stores  to  take  out  fome  of  the  Fruit,  the  reft  may 
receive  nb  prejudice. 

The  other  Method,  which  is  ftill  more  certairt 
!  though  indeed  it  creates  more  trouble,  is  to  leave 
I  the  Grapes  on  the  Efpalier,  and  to  keep  them  wrapt 
f  up  in  two  little  Bags,  one  of  Paper  and  the  other 
>  of  waxed  Cloth,  during  the  vTole-  Winter-Seafon» 
The  Expence  is  inconfiderable  and  need  not  be  re¬ 
newed  for  feveral  Years.  The  Mouth  of  the  wax’d 
.  Bag  muft  be  drawn  together  fomething  ftraight,  that 
I  the  Fruit  may  ftill  derive  fome  Nourifhment  from 
its  Stem,  and  not  lofe  much  of  its  Juice  by  Eva¬ 
poration.  This  Covering  likewife  fecures  it  from 
the  Ravages  of  Birds  and  the  injurious  Eftecfts  of 
Rains  and  Hail  and  common  Frofts  ;  but  if  the 
Cold  becomes  violent,  there  fhould  be  an  additional 
Shelter  of  Straw,  by  which  Means  we  may  be  cer¬ 
tain  of  enjoying  Frontiniac  and  other  Grapes  till 
after  Eafter. 

;  Count.  All  Stone-Fruits  difappear  in  the  Month 
of  November  -,  but  the  Confervatory,  at  that  Time, 
refunds  its  depofited  Fruits,  which  are  gradually 
^  prepared  to  regale  ns  at  different  Periods  of  Time. 

Countefs.  They  feem  to  maintain  a  Kind  of  mu¬ 
tual  Intelligence,  and  one  would  be  apt  to  imagine 
they  had  enter’d  into  an  Affbciation  to  render  us  their 
Services  in  their  feveral  Succeffions. 

Count.  The  Monfieur  John  is  a  Pear  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Flavour  though  it  be  fomething  ftony.  The 
Vine-Pear  has  a  melting  Pulp,  and  affords  an  ex¬ 
alted  Relifh.  The  Lanfac  or  'Dauphïn-ŸtdiX.^  thé 
Green  Sugar-Pear,  the  Marquis’s  Pear,  and  the 
Petit-Oin  or  the  Winter’s  Wonder,  are  all  melting 
Pears  enriched  with  admirable  Juices. 

VoLé  II.  .  Q  Thé 
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The  St.  Germain's  Pear,  which  of  all 
melting  Species  has  alone  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  to  be  exempted  from  a  flaccid 
Softnefs,  feems  ambitious  to  perform  the 
Honours  of  the  Table  in  the  Month  of  December, 

Count efs.  The  Virgouleufe^  which  unites  an  en¬ 
gaging  Beauty  with  a  perfedl  Flavour,  is  thought 
by  fome  to  have  fuperior  Pretenfions  for  adorning 
the  Defert.  The  Amhrette,,  the  Winter-Thorn,  and 
the  Wilding,  have  alfo  their  Partifans,  and 

feldom  make  their  Appearance  with  the  others, 
without  occafioning  fome  Contefl:  for  the  Prece¬ 
dency  j  which  the  Company  generally  decide  by 
tailing  them  one  after  another,  in  order  to  render 
Juftice  to  all  the  Competitors. 

Count,  The  three  lafl:  Species,  together  with  the 
Good  Lewis,,  are  never  perfectly  fuccefsful,  but  in 
the  open  Air,  on  old  Trees  and  in  dry  Soils,  and 
are  intirely  infipid  in  a  cold  and  humid  Earth.  The 
Dry  Martin  continues  good  for  feveral  Months,  and 
is  an  excellent  Baking-Pear. 

The  laft  Species  of  melting  Pears, 
xi  January,  which  renders  itfelf  the  Delight  of 

January  and  February,,  is  the  Colmar, 

Count  efs.  The  Franc-real  the  double  Flower, 
the  Cadillac,,  and  the  Pound- Pear  will  grace  the  De¬ 
fert  for  a  very  confiderable  Time,  and  may  after-* 
ward  be  baked. 

Count,  The  Fire  infinuates  its  Particles  into  the 
Texture  of  Pears  that  are  moil  ftony,  and  impreg¬ 
nates  them  with  extremely  fine  and  palatable  Salts, 
whofe  Efficacy  is  imperceptible,  while  the  Fruit 
continues  crude. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  Royal  Winter-* 
n  Fe  ruary,  feldom  ripens  till  February^ 

and  proves  an  excellent  Fruit  when  gathered  from 

*  It  is  alfo  called  Fin-Or  d'  Hi^ver,  i,  e.  The  Golden-End 
ol  Winter, 

an 
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i  an  old  Tree  that  grows  in  the  open  Air.  It  affords 

I  lis  a  Treafure  at  a  Seafon  when  all  the  perfecff  Spe- 

'  icies  begin  to  diiappear  ;  but  the  Bon-Chrétien  is  ren- 
I  der’d  the  Refource  of  all  the  Winter,  by  its  Beauty 
and  the  exquifite  Sweetnçfs  of  its  Juice.  The  Bon- 
Chrétiens  of  Aufch  and  "Touraine  have  a  Finenefs  of 
I  Grain  that  is  almoft  melting, 

I  Count efs.  Wheti  the  Bon-Chrétien  is  too  breaking 

I  and  coarfe,  we  can  teach  the  Fire  to  corre6t  and 
!  fender  it  a  very  agreeable  Regale. 

The  Months  of  and  have  _ 

I  no  Stock  but  this  Pear  and  the  fineft  ^ 

\  Kinds  of  Apples,  which  continue  till  af¬ 
ter  Eafler.  Such  as  the  Calville^  the  Englijh  Golderi 
I  lleinette,  with  the  gray  and  red  Spice  Apples.  The 
I  little  Api  fometimes  pleafes  the  Eye  with  the  Live- 
i  linefs  of  its  Colours,  and  at  other  Times  delights  the 
!  Palate  with  the  exceeding  Delicacy  of  its  Juice. 

The  Number  of  good  Fruits  diminifhes  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Advance  of  Winter  :  The  Libera¬ 
lities  of  Nature,  and  the  Precautions  of  the  Gar¬ 
dener  are  at  laft  exhaufted.  But  when  we  feem  to" 
be  impoverifh'd  and  deftitute  of  all  the  Accom¬ 
modations  we  can  derive  from  Fruit,  the  Miftrefs 
I  of  the  Family  opens  a  new  Confervatory  which  fhe 
I  had  taken  into  her  Regulation,  and  furnifhes  the 
I  Table  anew  with  moft  of  the  Fruits  we  have  al- 
i  ready  mention’d.  In  a  Word,'  fhe  in  forhe  Mea- 

I  fure  revives  the  Donations  of  each  circling  Sea- 

i  ion. 

;  Some  of  thefe  Fruits  are  candied,  others  are  pre-' 
ferved  in  Liquors,  and  a  third  Sort  is  dried  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Manner, 

When  the  Quantity  of  Sugar  equals  the  Fruit 
in  Weight,  the  Confeiffion  will  retain  its  Goodnefs 
the  longer  *,  but  when  the  Sugar  is  only  half  as 
heavy  as  the  Fruit,  ,  this  latter  preferves  its  natural 
FlaŸOÜf  in  a  better  Manner,  but  is  fooner  fubje<5t  ro; 

O  2  Decay  : 
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Decay  :  Its  Corruption  may,  however,  be  prevented 
by  a  thin  Spread  of  Sugar,  which  will  afterward 
confolidate,  like  Cryftal,  round  the  Opening  of  the 
Veflels  in  which  the  Fruits  are  preferved  :  Or  inftead 
of  Sugar,  they  may  be  thinly  covered  with  a  Jelly 
of  red  Goofeberries.  The  Boiling  of  the  Fruits  fre¬ 
quently  difengages  their  natural  Juices,  and  enriches 
them  with  a  Perfume  that  was  not  imparted  even 
by  their  complete  Maturity. 

Chevalier.  This  is  very  evident  in  Marmelades  of 
Apricocks  and  Mirahelle-Ylumhs. 

Countefs,  Several  fine  Fruits,  and  efpecially  the 
Apricock,  the  Peach  and  the  Queen  Claudia  Plumb, 
when  they  have  been  fufficiently  boiled  with  half 
their  Weight  of  Sugar  over  a  quick  Fire,  will  pre- 
ferve  their  excellent  Flavour  for  a  very  confiderable 
Time  in  Brandy. 

The  Ufe  of  moft  Fruits  may  be  prolonged  to 
us  by  drying  them  either  on  Hurdles  in  an  Oven, 
or  on  Tiles  in  the  Sunfhine,  which  laft  is  by  much 
the  preferable  Method.  When  the  Fruits  have  re- 
figned  all  their  Humidity,  we  may  fhake  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  powder’d  Sugar  over  them  and  keep 
them  dry  in  Boxes.  Some  Sorts  of  black  Damafk 
Plumbs  will  retain  the  Bloom  and  Azure  with 
which  they  were  tinged  on  the  Tree.  Brugnole 
Plumbs  and  thofe  of  Tours ^  together  with  the  Cher¬ 
ries  of  Montmorenci  and  the  RouJJelet  Pears  of  Rheims^ 
may  be  properly  dried  without  Honey,  or  Sugar, 
or  any  other  Ingredient  ;  and  the  Pulp  is  more 
durable  than  that  which  is  formed  into  Confec¬ 
tions.  Thus  may  the  Generality  of  Fruits  be  taught 
to  renew  their  Appearance  in  different  Figures,  and 
frequently  with  their  natural  Flavour,  even  when 
their  ftated  Seafon  is  long  paff. 

Count.  Thefe  admirable  Fruits  which  would 
foon  decay,  when  they  have  been  gather’d  from 
ihe  Tree,  acquire,  by  thole  confedionary  Arts,  a 

Con- 
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Confiftence  that  qualifies  them  for  Tranfportation, 
and  they  are  then  conveyed  from  one  Province  to 
another. 

Countefs.  The  Merit  of  dried  Fruits  is  ftill  more 
extenfive,  they  are  wafted  over  Seas  to  diftant 
Lands  *,  they  are  ferved  up  to  the  Tables  of  Mo- 
narchs,  and  proclaim  in  the  extreme  Parts  of  the 
World,  the  Praifes  of  the  Region  which  produced 
them. 
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Hoe  Prior.  Chevalier. 


Prior, 


O  U  will  oblige  me,  my  dear 
Chevalier,  by  permitting  me 
iSfl  ^  ®  to  tranfcribe  that  Part  of  your 


written  Colledtion,  .which  re- 
^  lates  to  the  Choice  of  proper 

Fruits  to  furnifh  out  a  good  Kitchen- Garden.  I 

have  feveral  Diforders  to  redlify  in  mine  *,  for  my 
Predeceffor  crowded  it  with  a  Number  of  unneccfTary 
Plants,  and  never  confulted  any  Regulation  or  Suc- 
ceffion  of  thofe  that  are  good  in  themfelves.  All 
thofe  that  are  of  any  Value  prefent  me  with  their 
Produce  at  the  fame  Time,  by  which  Means,  I  am 
foon  left  deftitute  of  every  Species.  What  you 

have 
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have  (hewn  me  in  your  Book  of  Obfervations,  is  a 
fure  Expedient  for  acquiring  the  befl;  Frodublions 
the  Soil  is  capable  of  affording  *,  and  it  exhibits  all 
that  neceffiry  and  important  Regularity,  which  the 
Count  has  obferved  in  the  fine  Kitchen- Gardens 
fo  much  efteem’d  by  Noblemen  of  true  Tafte  fince 
the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  Peace.  We  are  indebted 
to  Lewis  XIV.  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  this  excel¬ 
lent  Method. 

Chevalier.  Should  not  Monfieur  de  la  ^intinye 
be  rather  confidered  as  its  Author  ? 

Prior.  When  a  private  Perfon  treats  a  good 
Workman  with  Generofity,  he  only  requites  him  for  • 
his  Abilities  -,  but  when  a  fovereign  Prince  careffes 
a  great  Genius,  he  may  properly  be  faid  to  form  it, 
fince  he  unfolds  it  to  View,  and  animates  it  to  make 
thofe  happy  Efforts  which  afterward  ferve  as  Models 
to  others.  The  extraordinary  Succefs  acquired  by 
Monfieur  de  la  ^nntinye  was  lefs  owing  to  his 
native  Genius  than  to  his  ardent  Solicitude  to 
pleafe  at  once  a  Monarch  of  Taffe,  and  the  beft 
of  Mafters.  This  Difpofition  enabled  him  to  make 
thofe  Difcoveries  in  the  Art  of  Gardening,  which 
neither  himfelf  nor  any  other  Perfons  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  till  then.  This  Prince  therefore  has 
proved  a  more  aufpicious  Benefadfor  to  Gardens  than 
any  of  thofe  who  have  rendered  their  Memories 
dear  to  Poflerity,  by  their  Attention  to  procure  us  a 
Variety  of  new  Fruits  during  their  Expeditions  into 
foreign  Lands. 

Chevalier,  Have  we  many  Species  that  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us  in  this  Manner  ? 

Prior,  You  may  read  in  Virgil  and  other 
Writers,  that  the  Expeditions  of  the  Greeks  into 
Perfia^  Armenia  and  Media^  have  fupplied  Europe 

*  Virg.  Georg.  2.  PUn,  Hill.  Nat.  lib.  12  .  &lib.  15.  Sea, 
30.  Hard, 

O  4  with 
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with  the  Citron,  Apricock,  and  Peach-Trees.  Tl^e 
Wars  of  the  Romans  in  Pontus^  under  the  Enfigns 
of  Lucullus^  furnifhed  that  General  with  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  conveying,  from  Cerafus  to  Rome,  the 
Cherry-Tree,  which  was  unknown  in  Italy  till 
then.  The  Princes  who  engaged  in  the  Crufades 
prefented  us,  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  Centuries, 
with  the  Damaik  and  St.  Cathanne-P\\in\hs,  together 
with  feveral  Species  of  Grapes  which  they  had  coi- 
]e6led  in  the  diftant  Regions  they  vifited  :  But  the 
Beneficence  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  forming  Meffieurs 
le  Nautre  and  de  la  ^intinye,  has  furnifhed  all 
France  with  mafterly  Gardeners  -,  or  I  may  rather  fay, 
that  the  Gardens  of  Verfailles  are  become  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Europe. 

The  Art  of  Gardening,  by  a  proper  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Energy  and  Productions  of  Nature, 
has  fupplied  us  with  a  Profufion  of  fine  Fruits, 
wdiofe  Duration  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Year.  To 
ihis  Art  we  like  wife  owe  another  vegetable  Trea- 
fure,  which,  though  it  be  not  touched  with  fuch 
Biining  Colours  is  yet  rendered  pleafing  by  an 
immenfe  Variety,  and  a  Succeflion  of  Plants  that 
are  always  new  and  always  ufeful.  I  am  fpeaking 
ofFIcrbs  and  Roots,  which  formerly  were  not  pro¬ 
duced  till  toward  the  Month  of  Ma^j,  and  never  out¬ 
lived  the  firft  Returns  of  Cold.  But  the  judicious 
Condudt  of  the  Gardener  can  now  prolong  them 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Year,  and  caufe 
them  to  fiourifli  in  Spite  of  fcorching  Heats  and 
chilling  Frofts. 

Chevalier.  Is  this  Branch  of  Gardening  attended 
with  much  Difficulty  ? 

Prior.  Its  Succefs  depends  on  feveral  little  Ope¬ 
rations  which  are  foon  attained  by  Pradlice,  and  it 
would  be  lofing  Time  to  give  you  a  particular 
Account  of  the  Rules,  You  fufficiently  compre¬ 
hend  what  is  meant  by  manuring,  harrowing,  dig- 
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ging,  and  (locking  the  Earth  ;  and  have  no  Need  of 
a  Didlionary  to  furnifh  you  with  the  Idea  of  laying 
out  Beds  of  Roots  and  Elerbage,  doping  any  par¬ 
ticular  Bed,  raking  the  Earth  with  an  Iron  Inftru- 
ment  with  two  Teeth,  t6  clear  away  the  ufelefs 
Grals  that  impoverifhes  the  efculent  Plants,  and  of 
opening  Padages  to  the  Rain,  and  facilitating  pro¬ 
per  Supplies  of  Water  for  the  Rcfrefhment  of  the 
Plantation.  Every  one  knows  what  it  is  to  difpofe 
Glafs-Bells  over  Strawberries,  Melons,  and  other 
Productions  that  are  to  be  raifed  in  Hot-Beds  *,  to 
furnifh  a  fupply  of  fre(h  Air  to  one  of  thofe  Bells, 
by  raifing  it  with  a  Wooden-Fork  ;  to  tread  doW 
or  break  off  the  leafy  Part  of  the  Herbage,  in  order 
to  invigorate  the  Roots  ;  to  check  thofe  Growths 
which  rife  too  high,  by  cutting  off  the  Extremities 
that  the  Remainder  may  be  rendered  more  fubftan- 
tial  -,  to  clear  away  all  Redundancies  from  Melons, 
Cucumbers,  Grapes  and  other  Fruits  ;  to  bind  En¬ 
dive  and  Celery,  in  order  to  whiten  them  ;  to  fpread 
Coverings  of  Straw  over  Artichokes  -,  to  raife  high 
Beds  and  fink  others  to  a  Level  with  the  Earth  ; 
and  laftly,  to  afford  them  due  Degrees  of  Heat  by 
furrounding  them  with  Horfe-Dung. 

Chevalier.  I  underhand  the  Signification  of  all 
thefe  Terms  -,  but  they  feem  to  comprehend  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Labour. 

Prior.  They  contain  nothing  that  ought  to  dif- 
courage  you,  and  the  Execution  of  all  thefe  Parti¬ 
culars  may  be  configned  to  the  Gardener’s  Boy  *, 
while  we  referve  nobler  Cares  for  your  Attention. 
It  will  one  Day  be  your  Province  to  direCl  the  La¬ 
bours  of  others  ;  they  will  render  you  their  Affif- 
tance,  and  you  fhall  charge  yourfelf,  if  you  pleafe, 
with  the  Order  and  Judgment  by  which  their  Works 
are  to  be  conduCled. 

Chevalier.  Suppofe  our  Family  fhould  intruft 
me  with  the  Management  of  the  Kitchen- Garden  ; 

I  in 
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in  what  Manner  would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  pro, 
ceed  ? 

Prior.  It  will  then  be  incumbent  on  you  not  to 
fufFer  any  Part  of  the  Garden  to  remain  ufelefs,  nor 
any  Portion  of  the  Year  to  be  deftitute  of  efculent 
Plants.  You  are  therefore  to  acquire  a  particular 
Knowledge  of  the  proper  Seafon  for  planting  every 
Herb  and  Root  ;  and  likewife  of  the  Length  of 
Time  they  ought  to  continue  in  the  Earth,  that  by 
knowing  when  one  Species  fhould  be  taken  up,  you 
may  prepare  an  immediate  Succeffion  of  others. 

Chfvalier.  I  am  fenfible  that  every  Circumftance 
is  regulated  by  the  Knowledge  you  recommend  ; 
but  in  what  Manner  is  it  attainable  In  my  Opinion 
there  are  thoufands  of  different  Plants  in  a  Kitchen- 
Garden. 

Prior.  This  is  fuch  a  Branch  of  Natural  Hiftory 
and  Œconomy,  as  is  very  important  and  eafily  ac¬ 
quired.  A  Gentleman  is  curious  to  gain  a  right 
Idea  of  the  Mexican  Cocoa  or  the  Mango  of  India, 
But  it  is  certainly  of  more  Confequence  to  him  to  be 
capable  of  giving  fuch  proper  Orders  as  will  pre¬ 
vent  a  Sterility  of  Afparagus,  Peas,  or  Melons  in 
their  due  Seafons  and  a  Knowledge  of  this  Nature 
is  eafily  attained. 

Kitchen-Garden  Plants,  exclufive  of  Fruit-Trees, 
may  be  diftributed  into  feven  or  eight  Claffes.  Such 
as  Roots,  Verdures  or  culinary  Herbs,  Salleting, 
Furniture  of  Sallet  ftrong  Plants,  fweet  Herbs, 
Legumes  properly  fo  call’d,  and  Earth-Fruits. 

Chevalier.  What  do  you  mean.  Sir,  by  Le¬ 
gumes  properly  fo  call’d  I 

Prior.  This  Name,  in  ftrfânefs,  belongs  only 
to  fuch  Produdlions  as  Peafe,  Beans,  Lentils,  French 

*  The  French,  by  Furniture,  mean  thofe  lefTer  Herbs  that 
are  the  Ingredients  of  Sallets  ;  fuch  for  Inftance  as  Chervil, 
Creffes, 

Beans 
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Beans  and  Lupines  ;  but  Guftom  has  extendeH  ic 
even  to  Roots,  and  the  Generality  of  culinary 
Plants. 

Chevalier,  If  you  pleafe.  Sir,  we  will  begin  with 
Roots,  and  I  fhall  be  glad  to  know  which  are  mod 
ufed,  and  in  what  Seafons  of  the  Year  they  arc 
planted. 

Prior,  Ropts  comprehend  Turneps, 

Parfnips,  Carrots,  Radifhes,  Salfify, 

Skirrets,  Beet-Radifhes,  and  feme  others. 

Salfify  is  of  two  Sorts,  the  common  and  the 
Spanifto^  or  Scorzonera,  whofe  Growth  is  larger 
and  more  efteem’d  than  the  common  Species.  Scor- 
^onera  is  fown  in  Spring,  and  likewife  in  Augufl,  It 
continues  two  Years  in  the  Earth  *,  but  it  is  cuftomary 
to  fow  a  Bed  of  it  annually,  that  there  may  always 
be  a  fufficient  Supply.  The  common  Salfify  is 
fown  in  Spring,  and  continues  no  longer  than  the 
Pent  Seafon  of  the  enfuing  Year.  Thefe  Roots  fuc- 
ceed  in  a  Soil  that  is  fomething  rich,  and  it  ought 
to  be  extremely  foft  and  pliant  -,  otherwife  the  Re- 
fiftance,  this  Plant  receives  from  a  Mafs  of  Earth  that 
is  too  compad,  forces  it  into  a  forked  Growth, 
which  deprives  it  of  all  its  Merit. 

Parfnips,  and  white,  red,  and  violet  Carrots 
are  fown  during  the  Month  of  April in  a  light  and 
fandy  Soil,  which  ought  to  have  a  moderate  In¬ 
termixture  of  Humidity.  It  will  be  neceffary  to 
hoe  them,  left  they  Ihould  be  impoverifhed  by 
Weeds  ;  and  all  Redundancies  fhould  be  thinn’d 
as  is  pradlifed  on  the  Salfify,  in  order  to  fortify  the 
Plants.  Their  Growth  may  likewife  be  enlarged, 
by  cutting  off  all  the  green  Tops,  half  a  Foot  above 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth  ;  and  if  you  are  defirous 
of  affording  them  an  additional  Improvement,  let 
a  heavy  Cylinder  of  Wood  be  rolled  over  the  Bed 
in  the  Month  of  September,  The  Roots  are  drawn 
out  of  the  Earth  before  the  Winter-Seafon,  in  or- 
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(3er  to  their  Prefervation  in  the  Repofitory,  under  a 
Covering  of  Sand. 

Skirrets  are  to  be  fown  and  planted  very  thick, 
becaufe  they  enlarge  their  Growth  but  little,  and  are 
only  kept  till  Lent. 

Turneps  are  fown  in  Spring,  that  we  may  obtain 
a  Growth  of  them  in  Summer.  They  are  like  wife 
fown  in  Auguft  and  drawn  two  Months  after.  They 
muft  be  preferved  in  fome  dry  Place  where  they  may 
be  difpoied  into  Heaps,  and  without  any  great  Pre¬ 
caution,  through  the  whole  Winter  Seafon.  The  lit¬ 
tle  Turneps  of  Champaign  are  in  the  greateft  Efti- 
mation,  and  never  acquire  the  fame  Flavour  when 
they  are  fown  in  any  other  Province. 

Radiflies  require  the  fofteft  Soil  and  frequent  Re- 
frefhments  of  Water.  They  are  fown  and  after¬ 
ward  reared  in  the  Month  of  February.,  by  keep¬ 
ing  them  covered  ;  theÿ  remain  in  the  Earth  no 
longer  than  five  or  fix  Weeks,  and  are  then  fowed 
a  fécond  Time  between  Rows  of  Eettice  and  En¬ 
dive,  in  order  to  obtain  a  Supply  of  them  through 
the  whole  Summer-Seafon.  And  thus  is  the  fame 
Soil  capable  of  producing  a  double  Growth  of  thefe 
Roots. 

Beet-Radifhes  are  multiplied  by  Seed  ;  they  are 
fown  and  tranfplanted  in  the  Spring,  and  drawn 
out  of  the  Earth  before  the  Seafon  of  Froft,  to  be 
preferved  under  a  Covering  of  Sand. 

Potatoes  ^  are  Excrefcencies  or  Tumours  detach’d 
from  the  Roots  of  a  very  high  Plant,  that  has  been 
tranfmitted  to  us  from  Fopinamho  in  Brafil.  Others 
declare,  it  was  originally  brought  from  Canada, 
Thefe  Roots  are  very  palatable  when  boiled,  and 
refemble  the  Artichoke  in  Tafte. 

Red  Frufles.,  or  Apples  of  the  Earth,  are  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Kinds.  Their  Subftance  is  flefhy  and  vege- 

*  The  french  call  them  Taupinambours,  or  Peak's  of  the 
Earth. 
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tates  in  fandy  fubterranean  Crevices  ;  but  they  have 
neither  Stem  nor  Root. 

Chevalier.  By  what  Means  then  can  they  imbibe 
the  Juices  of  the  Earth,  and  acquire  x4cceflions  of 
Growth  ? 

Prior.  They  abforb  their  Nourifhment  through 
their  Pores  like  Sea- Plants  ;  and  when  they  are  ad¬ 
vanced  more  or  lefs  in  magnitude  they  grow  dry^ 
and  are  then  perpetuated  by  their  little  Seeds  which 
are  imperceptible.  Swine  fearch  for  them  with 
great  Avidity,  and  when  they  have  found  any  by 
digging  into  the  Earth,  they  utter  their  Joy  with  fo 
much  Noife,  as  difcovers  their  good  Fortune  to  the 
Shepherds,  who  immediately  drive  them  away  with 
their  Crooks,  and  referve  this  Acquifition  for  more 
delicate  Palates. 

My  Obfervations  on  the  verdurous  Clafs  of  Plants 
will  take  up  as  little  room  in  your  Book  of  Memo- 
randums.^  as  my  Account  of  Roots.  Verdures  or 
culinary  Herbs  are  Sorrel,  Patience,  White-Beet, 
Parfley  and  feveral  other  Species,  with  which  you 
are  fufficiently  acquainted. 

Sorrel,  as  well  the  pointed  as  the  round-leaved, 
is  propagated  from  little  bright  Tufts  or  Seeds,  which 
are  Town  from  March  to  September.  A  Bed  of  Sor¬ 
rel  may  be  cut  for  fix  Years,  provided  it  be  nou- 
rifhed  from  Time  to  Time,  with  fome  Inches  depth 
of  Compofl,  and  the  Soil  of  a  Sewer. 

Patience  is  a  Species  of  Sorrel. 

Orach  is  fowed  in  Spring,  and  is  a  very  tranfient 
Plant.  It  furnifhes  Soops  with  an  Ingredient  of  a 
golden  Complexion  ;  and  is  likewife  intermixed  with 
fome  forced  Meats  that  are  much  efteemed. 

White-Beet  is  fown  in  Mlarch  and  afterward 
tranTplanted.  It  is  cut  for  daily  Ufe,  and  fhoots 
out  a  fécond  Time  like  Sorrel.  It  is  likewife  pre- 
fcrved  during  the  Winter  under  a  Covering  of 

Dung^ 
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Dung  ;  and  its  Stalks  will  acquire  a  perfe6b  White- 
nefs  toward  the  Clofe  of  the  enfuing  Spring. 

Chevalier.  For  what  Reafon,  Sir,  is  this  Plant 
intermixed  with  a  Growth  of  Artichokes  ?  Is  it  in 
order  to  whiten  them  in  the  Shade  ? 

Prior.  It  is  rather  to  employ  the  Field-Mice^ 
who  will  then  fpare  the  Artichoke  and  exercife  their 
Teeth  on  the  Stems  of  Beet,  which  prove  more  ten¬ 
der  and  are  configned  to  the  Avidity  of  thofe  Ani¬ 
mals  without  any  Reludance; 

Bitter  Soops,  which,  however,  are  very  falutary^ 
and  frequently  preferable  to  foreign  Remedies, 
are  made  with  Borrage  and  Buglofs.  The  Allelujà 
is  more  refrefhing,  and  is  a  Species  of  Trufles  pro¬ 
pagated  by  feveral  Tufts.  Thefe  three  culinary 
Plants  may  be  multiplied  from  Seeds  in  any  Seafon 
we  pleafe, 

Parfley,  as  well  the  Comrrion  Sort  as  the  curfd 
and  the  Macedonian.^  which  is  more  aromatic  than 
the  other  two  Species,  is  very  ferviceable  to  us  by 
its  Leaves  and  Roots.  It  is  fown  in  Spring  and  its 
Leaves  (hoot  out  anew  after  it  has  been  cut.  The 
Macedonian  Parfley  may  be  whiten’d  for  Winter- 
Sallets  like  Celery,  which  feems  to  be  a  fourth  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Parfley. 

Spinage  is  fown  in  the  Months  of  Auguft  and  Sep^ 
temher.,  and  requires  an  open  Spot  of  Ground  of  the 
befl  Kind.  That  which  is  firft  fowed  is  fit  for  Ufe 
at  the  latter  End  of  Autumn,  and  continues  even  in 
Winter.  The  other  Sorts,'  which  ought  to  be  care¬ 
fully  cover’d,  are  the  Manna  of  Lent. 

Cabbages,  whofe  Species  and  Utility  are  gene¬ 
rally  known,  are  fown  in  Spring  and  for  feveral 
fucceffive  Months,  in  order  to  furnifh  us  with  a  Sup¬ 
ply  in  different  Seafons.  They  are  tranfplanted  at 
firft  very  thick,  like  young  Trees  in  a  Seminary,  to 
prevent  a  large  Plot  of  Land  from  being  wafted, 
\yhile  their  Leaves  expand  but  little.  They  are 

likewife 
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likewife  tranfpl^ted  a  fécond  Time  when  they  have 
acquired  a  competent  Vigoüf,  and  their  mutual  Dif- 
tances  are  proportion’d  to  their  due  Spread.  They 
are  taken  out  of  the  Earth  before  the  Winter-Sea- 
fon,  and  are  hung  up  by  the  Roots  in  order  to 
their  Prefervation  ;  or  it  may  be  more  proper  to 
plunge  their  Roots  in  Sand.  We  may  be  furnilh’d 
with  this  Plant  moft  Part  of  the  Year. 

Colly-flowers  are  fown  and  preferved  like  the  com¬ 
mon  Cabbage  ;  their  beft  Seeds  are  brought  from 
Cyprus^  and  if  we  fow  them  during  the  Month  of 
Auguft  or  September^  in  Trenches,  that  they  may  be 
jfhelter’d  from  injurious  Weather,  and  tranfplanted 
in  the  Spring,  We  may  be  furnifh’d  before  the  hot 
Seafon  and  during  the  whole  Year  with  this  delici¬ 
ous  Plant,  which  was  formerly  thought  a  great  Ra¬ 
rity  at  the  End  of  Autumn. 

Brocoli^  or  the  little  Leaves  which  fpring  anew 
from  the  Stems  of  Cabbages  that  have  been  cut,  are 
tifeful  in  a  Variety  of  Ragoûts  that  are  ferved  up  at 
the  befl:  Tables. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  Sal  lets,  which 
always  conftitute  an  agreeable  Part  of  a 
fine  Regale.  Though  the  Ufe  of  Lettice,  En¬ 
dive  and  Celery  is  greatly  diverfified  in  the  Kitchen, 
yet  thefe  Herbs  are  the  principal  Ingredients  of 
Sallets,  and  are  rendered  attainable  in  all  Seafons^ 
by  fowing  them  every  fifteen  Days,  and  by  the  In¬ 
equality  of  Vegetation  in  each  Species.  Lettices 
alone  refrefli  us  for  the  Space  of  fix  Months  and 
more^  by  their  fucceffive  Growths.  Shell  and  Paf- 
fion  Lettices  refift  the  Froft,  efpecially  if  Care  has 
been  taken  to  difpofe  them  during  the  Autumn 
Seafon  in  a  good  Expofition,  and  likewife  on  a 
fhelving  Bed.  When  thefe  Precautions  have  been 
obferved,  the  Plants  will  begin  to  cabbage  in  the 
Month  of  March,  The  little  curled  Lettice  and 
the  large  one  will  foon  cabbage  in  a  hot  Bed  and 
I  under 
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under  a  Bell.  The  Royal  Lettice,  the  SL  Germain 
and  large  white  Lettices,  the  white  Mets^  and  ef- 
pecially  the  George  Lettice,  cabbage  as  fuccefsfully 
as  one  can  wifh,  even  to  the  hotteft  Seafon,  when 
they  have  been  replanted  in  the  natural  Earth, 
We  low,  for  the  Summer-Seafon,  the  Bologna  and 
Genoa  Lettices,  together  with  thofe  that  are 
white,  red,  and  green,  and  all  the  other  Species 
that  fhoot  up  with  fome  Difficulty.  W'e  fome- 
times  bind  them,  that  they  may  cabbage  the  bet¬ 
ter.  The  Perpignan  and  Paffion-Lettices  fucceed 
even  in  Autumn.  The  Winter  feems  emulous  to 
engrofs  the  reft,  and  is  proud  of  thofe  Crops  of 
Herbage  which  his  Envy  will  not  fuffer  the  Spring 
to  enjoy. 

The  Roman  Lettice,  when  it  has  been  properly 
fown  and  bound,  is  always  ready  to  fupply  the  Place 
of  ocher  Lettices  in  the  Summer-Seafon,  when  the 
Heat  precipitates  their  Growth  too  much. 

This  Crop  i.s  fucceeded  by  another  of  Endive  and 
Celery,  which  continues  through  the  whole  Winter, 
Endive  is  fown  from  April  to  September^  and  is  re¬ 
planted  at  large  in  different  Periods  of  Time  ;  after 
which  it  fhould  be  bound,  in  order  to  whiten  it  ; 
and  when  there  happens  to  be  no  Confervatory  for 
preferving  it  under  a  Covering  of  Sand,  it  is 
ufual  to  place  feveral  of  its  Plants  one  againft 
another,  four  or  five  Fingers  deep  in  the  Earth, 
and  the  whole  is  covered  with  a  Surface  of 
dry  Dung.  The  Heads,  however,  ought  to  be 
aired,  by  removing  the  Dung  in  fine  Weather  5 
and  this  Precaution  will  preferve  the  Plants  from 
rotting. 

.  Celery  is  fown  in  the  Spring,  and 

^  tranfplanted  in  Lines  to  fomie  Depth. 

When  it  becomes  ftrong,  the  Earth  is  heaped  up 
againft  its  Sides  as  high  as  the  Leaves,  which  ought 
to  be  cut  off.  It  grows  white  at  the  Expiration  of 
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a  Month,  and  may  be  kept  in  the  Confervatory, 
where  it  continues  to  whiten,  if  the  Air  be  cyi- 
eluded. 

Wild  Endive,  which  is  rendred  ufe- 
r  1  I  •  If  •  r  •  vVild  Endive^ 

lUJ  by  Its  Roots  and  Leaves,  is  town  in 

May^  and  whitened  for  the  Winter-Seafon  *,  and  if 

the  Heart  be  lodged  in  Earth  or  Sand  it  may  be 

cut  three  or  four  times. 

After  this  Account  of  Sallets  it  will  be  proper 
to  acquaint  you  with  their  Furniture,  which  are  mo¬ 
derate  Intermixtures  of  fome  particular  Herbs. 
Some  of  thefe  are  the  Produce  of  all  Seafons  -,  as 
Pimpernel,  for  Inftance,  and  Chervil  ;  by  which 
latter  I  mean  as  well  the  common  Sort  that  is  fown 
every  Month,  as  the  Mufle-Chervil,  whofe  Growth 
is  uninjured  by  Frofl.  The  other  ClafTes  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Seafons,  particularly  Green-Purflaioj 
which  is  fown  under  a  Bell  in  February  ;  Golden- 
Purflain,  which  is  fown  in  a  Bed  in  the  Month  of 
May  -,  Garden- Cre fies,  which  are  fown  monthly 
during  the  Summer-Seafon  ;  Water- Cre fifes,  which 
are  not  the  Produce  of  a  Kitchen- Garden,  but  are 
gathered  from  the  Banks  of  Rivulets  and  running 
Springs  -,  Bucks-horn  Plantain,  which  is  cut  like 
Sorrel  ;  Corn-Sallet,  and  Wild-Radifhes,  which 
I  may  be  fown  in  the  Kitchen-Garden,  or  gathered  on 
arable  Land,  where  they  fpring  up  fpontaneoufiy 
every  Year. 

A  greater  Moderation  will  be  necefiTary  in  the 
Ufe  of  fine  odoriferous  Herbs,  fuch  as  Tarragon, 
the  common  as  well  as  the  Citron-Balm,  EngllJJ> 

\  Chives,  Dittany,  Anife,  Fennel,  Balm-Gentle^ 

I  Sweet-Bafil,  and  Rocket. 

Thefe  fragrant  Herbs  ufually  form  the  Borders 
j  of  the  fquare  Compartments,  and  are  afifociated  with 
:  Thyme,  Hyfifop,  and  Sage  -,  Lavender,  Marjoram, 

1  and  Rofemary  -,  Wormwood  and  Camomile  *,  Rue, 
Violets,  and  Savory  :  This  lafi:  may  be  ranged  with 

VoL.  IL  P  Peafe 
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Peafe  and  Beans,  which  they  will  ferveto  feafon  with 
a  Mixture  of  Lettice. 

In  order  to  elude  the  Severity  of  fome  Winters^ 
and  to  feciire  an  agreeable  Variety  for  our  Tables, 
due  Preparations  are  made  at  a  proper  Time  for 
ferving  up  crude  Sallets,  with  fuch  as  are  pickled, 
Thefe  latter  are  compofed  of  Catalonian^  or  other 
white  Onions,  Beet,  Celery,  and  the  Tops  of  Af- 
paragus  ;  with  feveral  other  Herbs  and  Fruits  pick- 
led  in  Vinegar  -,  fuch,  for  Inftance,  as  fmall  Cu¬ 
cumbers,  Stone- Parfley,  and  Monks- hood,  which  is 
the  unblown  Pdowers  of  F eruvian-Qxz^ç,^^  and  very 
common  at  prefent  ;  Crifta-?narina^  which  is  ga¬ 
thered  in  Places  adjacent  to  the  Sea  -,  and  Capers, 
which  are  not  the  Fruit,  but  the  Buds  of  the  Caper- 
Bufh,  and  which,  if  they  be  fuffered  to  continue 
long  on  the  Plant,  will  be  expanded  into  Flowers, 
and  produce  Fruit.  The  Caper-BuOi  delights  in 
Ruins  and  the  Crannies  of  Walls. 

As  the  Generality  of  Legumes  are  very  infipid,  a 
more  exalted  Flavour  is  imparted  to  them  from 
ifrong  Plants,  whofe  volatile  and  poinant  Salts 
may  be  confidered  as  natural  Seafonings.  All  of 
them  have  fome  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  an 
Onion,  which  is  the  Species  moft  in  Piftimation. 
The  other  Claffes  are  the  Leek,  the  Scallion  the 
Efchalot,  and  the  Rocambole  •f’.  Garlick  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  excite  the  moft  languid  Palate  :  It  is  much 
ufed  in  the  Country,  and  may  properly  be  called 
the  Peafanfs  Alexipharmic, 

..  Chevalier,  It  proves  a  real  Poifon  to  others  ;  and 
Horace^  who  had  experienced  its  ill  Effedls  in  a 
Ragoût  at  the  Table  of  Mœcenas,,  imagined  he  was 
infeded  with  all  the  Poifons  of  Cholchos, 

*  A  kind  of  degenerate  Onion,  propagated  only  from  Seed. 

•I  A  fort  of  Wild  Garlick,  otherwife  called  Spanijh  Garlick, 
which  is  multiplied  both  by  Cloves  and  Seed  ;  and  this  latter  is 
about  the  Bignefs  of  ordinary  Peafe. 

Prior, 
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Prior,  He  had  the  Satisfaélion  however  of  load¬ 
ing  it  with  thofe  Imprecations  which  you  undoubted¬ 
ly  have  read  . 

Chevalier.  I  have  interrupted  the  Culture  of  ftrong 
Plants. 

Prior,  Garlick  is  fown  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Spring,  and  is  afterward  tranfplanted,  that  its 
Growth  may  be  enlarged  in  a  more  unconfined  Si¬ 
tuation.  It  is  drawn  out  of  the  Ground  before  the 
Winter-Seafon,  and  may  be  preferved  as  long  as 
is  thought  proper^  by  covering  it  with  Sand  in  the 
Confervatory,  or  difpofing  the  Plants  one  againft 
another,  under  a  large  Heap  of  dry  Dung, 

Onions  are  fown  and  tranfplanted  in  the  fame 
Manner.  They  are  trodden  down  at  the  beginning 
of  September^  to  give  them  an  Increafe  of  Sub¬ 
fiance,  and  are  preferved  in  Heaps  from  all  Hu¬ 
midity  and  chilling  Frofts.  They  may  likewife  be 
fown  in  September^  and  tranfplanted  in  Spring,  to 
furnifh  an  early  Supply. 

Real  Legumes  are  Beans,  Peafe,  and  Kidney- 
Beans,  the  Species  of  all  which  are  greatly  diver- 
fified  j  and  they  generally  fucceed  befi  in  a  light 
and  fandy  Soil.  Moft  of  them  require  the  Aid  of 
long  Sticks  for  their  Support,  and  a  free  Circulati¬ 
on  of  Air  between  the  Rows  in  which  they  are 
planted,  in  order  to  render  their  Produce  more  plen¬ 
tiful.  It  is  ufual  to  pinch  off  part  of  the  Stalk  of 
Beans,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  that  and  the  Shells. 
This  Expedient  likewife  defiroys  Legions  of  Ver¬ 
mine  that  fatten  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Stem,  where 
the  Verdure  is  mott  tender.  If  we  fow  Peafe  from 
Month  to  Month,  and  even  in  the  Winter-Seafon, 
we  may  be  accommodated  with  frefh  Crops, 
throughout  the  greateft  part  of  the  Year,  and 
without  any  Difficulty  to  the  End  of  O5fober,  The 
rett  are  dried  to  be  ufed  in  Winter. 

+  Epod,  Od,  3 . 
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When  the  Kitchen-Garden  has  afforded  os  this 
Profufion  of  Roots,  and  Herbs,  and  Pulfe,  it  com¬ 
pletes  its  Liberalities  by  fuch  Earth- Fruits  as  are 
more  eftimable  than  all  its  antecedent  Produ6lions. 
Thefe  Fruits  are  Melons,  Cucumbers,  Squallies  % 
and  other  Citruls  -,  Afparagus,  Artichokes,  and 
cur  Lady^s  milky  dapled  "tbiftle  i:*.  But  I  fhall  not 
include  in  this  Catalogue  the  three  or  four  Species  of 
Goofcberries,  any  more  than  Rafpberries  or  Straw¬ 
berries,  which  have  been  already  ranged  among  the 
Clafifes  of  real  Fruits. 

^  Let  us  begin  with  Afparagus,  whofe 

parngiis.  Culture  is  fomething  long  in  its 

Continuance  :  But  if  it  then  requires  ibme  Degrees 
of  Patience,  a  Bed  of  thefe  Plants  will  afterward 
afford  you  an  ample  Compenfation  for  fifteen 
Years,  and  fometimes  more.  We  don’t  wait  till  a 
Bed  is  exhauPced  before  we  plant  another,  but  are 
careful  to  form  this  in  a  Spot  of  Ground  which  has 
not  till  then  been  appropriated  to  Afparagus  ;  by 
which  Means  the  intended  Plantation  will  receive  a 
more  copious  Supply  of  the  Juices  neceffary  to  its 
Nourifhment. 

Chevalier.  Since  this  Plant  produces  fuch  a  fine 
Increafe,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  underftand  the  Manner 
of  its  Cultivation  ;  and  I  begin  to  entertain  a  Relifh 
for  practical  Philofophy. 

Prior.  New  Plants  may  be  propagated  from  the 
Seed,  but  the  moft  expeditious  Method  will  be,  to 
raife  them  from  rooted  Plants  that  are  two  Years 
old  :  T wo|Rows  of  thefe,  adjufted  by  ftraight  Lines, 
Ihould  be  inferted  in  Beds  that  are  three  Feet  and 
an  half  in  Breadth  j  and  the  Path  by  which  they 

^  A  fmall  fort  of  Pumpkin  lately  brought  into  Requeft. 

"f  This  is  worth  Efteem,  for  the  young  Stalk,  about  Mey,  be» 
ing  peeled  and  foaked  in  Water,  to  extraft  the  Bitternefs,  either 
boiled  or  raw,  is  a  very  wholefom  Sallet,  eaten  with  Oil>  Salt,, 
and  Pepper,  Mortimers  Hulbandry,  Vol.  2.  p.  134. 

are 
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are  feparated,  ought  to  have  a  Width  of  two  Feet. 
The  Beds  which  terminate  the  Square  are  allowed 
but  half  the  Breadth  of  the  others,  and  are  to  receive 
only  one  Row  of  Afparagus.  Along  the  Extent 
of  thefe  Lines  feveral  Holes  mull  be  opened  about 
fifteen  Inches  in  Diameter  and  four  in  Depth,  and 
the  Center  of  each  Hole  fhould  be  oppofite  to  the 
Point  where  the  Verges  of  two  other  Openings  are 
contiguous.  In  the  middle  of  each  Aperture  a 
fmall  Eminence  mufl  be  left,  in  order  to  fupporc 
a  Tuft  compofed  of  two  Plants  of  young  Afpara- 
gus.  Thefe  the  Gardener  deprefies  with  one  Hand 
while  he  extends  the  Roots  into  a  circular  Spread 
with  the  other.  When  this  Operation  is  completed, 
he  covers  them  with  Earth,  and  then  treads  it  down, 
that  no  Vacuity  may  be  left;  and  in  this  Manner 
is  every  Opening  to  be  filled.  The  Beds  fhould 
be  funk  a  Foot  lower  than  the  L.evel  of  the  Walks. 
The  Earth  that  was  dug  up  before  the  Infertion 
of  the  Plants  mufl  be  laid  in  a  flaming  Heap 
on  the  Path,  from  whence  it  ought  to  be  gra¬ 
dually  fcattered  each  Year,  with  an  Intermix¬ 
ture  of  Dung,  over  the  Bed,  which  will  at  laft 
be  raifed  as  high  as  the  Path.  Four  Years  after 
this  Plantation  has  been  formed,  you  will  cut  very 
fine  Afparagus,  and  the  old  Plant  may  be  thea 
returned,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  a  different 
Fundlion. 

Chevalier,  April  feems  to  be  the  Seafon  for  Afpa¬ 
ragus  ;  by  what  Means  then  are  we  furnifhed  with 
fuch  as  are  very  tender  in  the  Month  of  January? 

Prior,  They  are  procured  at  the  Expence  of 
fome  other  Beds,  which  are  facrificed  to  promote 
their  Appearance  in  that  early  Seafon.  In  the 
Month  of  November  all  the  Earth  is  Looped  out 
of  the  Paths  which  feparate  the  Beds,  and  the  Hol¬ 
low  is  then  filled  with  frefh  Horfe-Dung,  to  a  Depth 
of  three  Feet,  and  a  Width  of  about  two.  This 

P  3  Maf^ 
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Mafs  is  raifed  eighteen  Inches  above  the  Level  of 
the  Soil,  and  when  the  Heat  caufes  the  firft  Plants 
of  Afparagus  to  Ihoot  up,  they  muft  be  covered 
with  Bells,  through  which  the  Light  tinges  them  with 
the  hneft  Green.  Thefe  Bells  Ihonld  be  covered 
with  a  Surface  of  dry  Dung  during  the  Froft  ;  and 
when  any  Snow  has  fallen,  it  mult  be  carried  away 
with  the  Dung,  to  prevent  its  chilling  the  Plants, 
and  the  frelh  Dung  which  is  fubftituted  in  the  room 
of  the  other  ought  to  adhere  to  the  Bells,  and  not 
to  the  Afparagus,  becaufe  it  will  whiten  them,  in- 
Head  of  promoting  their  green  Tindure.  V7hen  the 
Paths  are  likewife  properly  recruited  with  frefh 
Dung,  and  raifed  to  the  Height  they  loft  by  the 
Diffipation  of  the  former,  we  may  be  certain  of  a 
Growth  of  green  Afparagus  in  January  -,  and  it 
will  continue  for  a  Month  or  fix  Weeks  in  each  B.ed, 
and  will  be  likewife  renewed  by  proper  Renovations 
of  Heat,  till  fome  other  Plantation  attains  its  natu¬ 
ral  Maturity,  at  the  return  of  Spring.  The  Beds, 
that  have  been  rendered  produdive  by  this  artificial 
Heat,  will  require  fourYears  for  the  Recovery  of  their 
original  Temperament,  and  will  then  be  qualified 
for  a  fécond  and  laft  Operation. 

The  Culture  of  Artichokes  is  attend- 
Artlcliokes.  ed  with  lefs  Difficulty.  The  whole 
confifts  in  lodging  them  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  Soil,  enriched  as  much  as  poffible,  and  in  which 
the  Shoots  that  have  been  detached  from  the  ftrongeft 
Plants,  with  a  few  of  their  Roots,  muft  be  in¬ 
ferred  Chequerwife,  and  at  the  Diftance  of  three 
Feet  or  more  from  one  another,  if  the  Soil  be 
ftrong,  that  they  may  have  fufficient  Room  to  ex¬ 
pand  their  large  Foliage  ;  they  ffiould  likewife  be 
fneltered  from  Frofts,  by  forming  the  Earth  round 
their  ffiorterAi  I.eaves,  or  by  covering  the  whole 
with  long  Dung  fufficiently  dry.  The  beft  Shoots 
are  white  in  the  Parc  where  they  adhere  to  the 

Roots  \ 
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Roots  *,  thofe  of  a  moderate  Good  nefs  are  formed 
into  a  Nurfery,  to  betranfplanted,  as  Occafion  may 
require,  into  the  Places  of  fuch  as  die  away. 

When  the  Stocks  are  ftrengthened,  and  checked 
in  their  autumnal  Growth,  they  will  yield  Fruit  in 
the  Spring  -,  and  thofe  which  are  planted  in  this 
Seafon  will  be  produdlive  in  Autumn.  When 
the  Stock  which  begins  to  unfold  its  Fruit  in  the 
Spring  is  cut  low,  k  will  fhoot  forth  new  Fîeads 
in  September,  Their  Culture  muft  be  regulated 
by  thefc  Obfervations,  in  order  to  fecure  two 
Growths  of  Fruit. 

Chevalier.  As  the  fame  Plant  is  capable  of  fuch  a 
double  Fertility,  we  need  only  fuffer  one  Part  of  it 
to  fhoot  up  in  Spring,  and  check  the  other  which 
we  intend  to  refer ve  for  the  Autumn  Seafon. 

Prior.  This  Precaution  may  be  proper  when 
there  is  only  one  Bed  of  thefe  Plants.  The  Arti¬ 
chokes  of  the  fécond  Growth,  and  efpecially  thofe 
that  are  Purple-coloured,  being  diveiled  of  their 
Leaves,  and  ftrung  like  a  Row  of  Beads,  with  a 
flip  of  Paper  between  each,  may  be  prefer ved  the 
whole  Winter  in  a  dry  Place,  in  order  to  be  ufed  as 
an  Ingredient  with  Mufhrooms  in  Ragoûts  and 
Works  of  Paftry. 

Chevalier.  How  long  will  a  good  Plant  lafl  ? 

Prior.  It  generally  decays  at  the  end  of  four 
Years  :  Part  of  it  however  may  be  annually  renew¬ 
ed,  by  which  Means  the  Difcontinuance  of  its  Fruit- 
fulnefs  is  prevented,  and  even  that  Part  of  it  which 
we  deftroy  has  its  particular  Ufe.  We  colled  the 
Leaves  of  thofe  Artichokes  that  are  to  be  fucceed- 
ed  by  others,  we  then  bind  and  cover  them  with 
Straw,  which  ought  to  exclude  the  Air  from  every 
Part  but  the  Top.  They  will  then  whiten  like 
Spanijh  Cardons,  whofe  Culture  correfponds  very 
much  with  that  of  Artichokes.  This  String  of 
Leaves  may  be  prefer  ved  the  whole  Winter  in  the 
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The  Culture 
of  Mielons. 


Sand  of  the  Confervatory,  and  they  will  then  be 
perfeclly  v/hite,  and  lofe  all  their  bitter  Flavour. 

Chevalier.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  Culture  of 
Melons. 

Prior.  You  forget  the  Cucumber,  as  well  as  the 
Citrul  and  Pompion,  but  we  ought  not  to  difregard 
therp.  They  are  ufeful  in  Soops  and  Ragouts,  and 
furninhi  Numbers  of  People  with  Bread  and  Medici¬ 
nal  Remedies.  Their  Cultivation  would  be  entirely 
agreeable  to  that  of  the  Melon,  were  they  formed 
with  the  fame  Precaution. 

The  Melon  is  one  of  the  mofl  perfedt 
Produ6lions  of  the  Kitchen-  Garden,  and 
one  of  the  moR  delicious  Refrefhments 
that  Nature,  amidft  her  conftant  Attention  to  our 
Wants,  affords  us  in  the  Seafon  of  violent  Heat, 
In  order  to  raife  it  to  as  much  Perfedfion  as  we  defire, 
it  will  be  neceRary  to  choofe  anExpofure  to  i\\t  Souths 
and  a  commodious  Shelter,  which  ought  to  be  fe- 
cured  againft  injurious  Winds,  by  Mats  properly 
difpofed.  The  Beds  fhould  be  raifed  within  a  Foot 
of  one  another,  that  they  may  be  heated  more  effedtuT 
ally  by  filling  the  Interval  between  them  with  new 
Dung,  which  ought  to  be  recruited  from  Time  to 
Time.  Thefe  Beds  muR  be  covered  with  a  Surface 
of  excellent  Mould,  eight  or  nine  Inches  in  Depth, 
and  intermixed  with  frefh  Earth,  together  with 
ARies  and  the  FIuRcs  of  Grapes  that  have  been 
preffed.  The  Melons  are  fpwn  in  February  after 
the  Seeds  have  been  Reeped  feven  or  eight  Hours  in 
Water  or  Wine  fweetened  with  Sugar.  The  Seeds 
are  fown  by  fetting  four  in  each  of  the  Holes  that 
^re  opened  along  the  Line,  and  which  ought  to  be 
at  the  mutual  DiRance  of  two  Fingers  Breadth. 
Small  Salleting  may  be  likewife  fown  between  the 
lèverai  Lines. 

When  the  young  Melons  have  fhot  forth  a  fçw 
J^^eavesj  they  ought  ço  be  tranfplanted  into  another 

’  ■'  . . '  ■  Bed. 
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Bed,  and  five  or  fix  of  them  fhould  be  placed  un¬ 
der  each  Bell.  Thefe  muft  be  covered  with  Straw, 
to  preferve  the  Vines  from  Froft,  as  well  as  from 
fultry  Winds,  which  would  infallibly  fcorch  them. 
If  the  Bed  fliould  prove  too  hot,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  thruft  a  Pole  into  its  Earth,  at  proper  Intervals 
of  Diftance,  that  a  fufficient  Number  of  Vents  may 
be  opened  for  the  Evaporation  of  all  immoderate 
Heat.  When  the  Vines  have  attained  a  good  De¬ 
gree  of  Vigour,  they  fhould  be  taken  out  of  this 
Nurfery,  and  tranfplanted  at  Leifure,  with  their 
adhering  Earth,  into  a  third  Bed,  and  at  the  Diftance 
of  two  Feet  from  one  another.  All  luxuriant  Shoots 
fhould  be  retrenched  in  order  to  invigorate  the  reft 
of  the  Plant-,  but  its  Improvement  is  rather  ob- 
ftrudled  than  promoted  by  the  injudicious  Practice 
of  depriving  it  of  the  two  feminal  Leaves,  during  its 
firft  Growth  -,  and  afterward  of  the  Male-Flowers, 
which  are  improperly  called  Falfe-Flowers,  fince  the 
Plant  has  not  received  thefe  Appendages  in  vain 
You  are  fenfible.  Sir,  that  they  render  it  very  im¬ 
portant  Services,  at  the  Completion  of  which  they 
wither  of  themfelves,  without  making  it  neceftary 
for  Man  to  aid  the  Operations  of  Nature,  and  to 
reform  her,  as  though  fhe  had  erred  in  her  Procefs. 

Chevalier,  But  don’t  we  a6t  as  if  we  thought  it 
neceffary  to  reélify  her  Condudt,  when  we  thin  the 
Fruits  on  a  Tree,  and  clear  away  whatever  is  fuper- 
fiuous  ? 

Prior,  That  Proceeding  is  not  to  be  confidered 
as  any  Reformation  of  her  Works.  Man  has  an 
undoubted  Power  to  form  his  Choice,  and  if  heprer 
fers  a  fmall  Quantity  of  very  amiable  Fruits  to  a 
Profufion  of  fuch  as  are  not  altogether  fo  alluring, 
he  may  fecure  a  larger  Share  of  Nouriftiment  to 
fpme,  by  retrenching  the  Growth  of  others  in  a 

*  See  Dialogue  cf  the  firft  VqL, 
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very  regular  Manner,  and  without  the  Implication 
of  any  Deficiency  in  Nature.  This  Method  is  pro¬ 
perly  obferved  in  the  Cultivation  of  Melons,  and 
when  there  is  a  Certainty  of  acquiring  two  or  three 
that  are  excellent  on  one  Stem,  all  the  others  may 
be  fupprefled,  in  order  to  embellifli  thofe  that  are 
feleéted  from  the  whole  Growth. 

When  the  Nights  happen  to  be  mild  and  favour¬ 
able,  the  Bells  fhould  be  removed,  that  the  Fruit 
may  be  forwarded  by  a  free  Circulation  of  Air  and 
frequent  Refrefhments  of  Water.  When  the  Me¬ 
lons  have  attained  the  Size  of  a  large  Orange,  it  v/ill 
be  fufficient  if  they  are  watered  once  in  three  Days  ; 
and  when  they  have  at  lad  acquired  their  due  Dimen- 
fions,  all  Waterings  may  be  entirely  difcontinued  : 
Drinefs  itfelf  being  then  proper  to  give  them  a  more 
fweet  and  vinous  Flavour  than  they  would  receive 
from  the  Sap,  were  it  diluted  with  a  large  Quantity 
of  Water. 

Chevalier.  What  a  furprizing  Variety  of  ufeful 
Fruits  and  Plants  do  we  derive  from  an  inconfi- 
dcrable  Spot  of  Earth  ! 

Prior.  I  am  not  fo  much  aftonifhed  at  the  rich 
Abundance  of  thefe  Produdlions,  though  even  this 
has  the  Air  of  a  Prodigy,  as  I  am  at  the  Wifdom 
with  which  they  are  all  diftributed,  in  Proportion  to 
the  Neceffities  that  are  peculiar  to  the  various  Seafons 
and  Climates.  When  the  Earth  is  at  reft  in  the 
W^inter  Months,  and  fufpends  its  Fertility,  in  order 
to  be  re-impregnated  with  a  new  Supply  of  Juices, 
we  enjoy  an  ample  Provinon  of  fuch  Fruits  and 
Herbs  as  are  fubftantial  and  capable  of  a  long  Du¬ 
ration.  The  Earth  in  the  Summer-Seafon  daily 
diverfifies  its  Liberalities,  and  feems  attentive  to 
prefentus  with  fuch  refrefhing  Fruits  as  are  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  Fervours  of  the  folar  Heat.  To  this 
Clafs  we  may  refer  Stone-Fruits,  Melons,  Figs, 
Peaches,  and  melting  Pears.  The  Fruits  are  like- 
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wife  as  exadlly  adapted  to  the  Climates,  as  they  are 
to  the  Seafons.  When  we  advance  toward  thofe 
Regions  where  the  Sun’s  daily  Revolutions  are  ver¬ 
tical  to  the  Inhabitants  we  conftantly  meet  with  Fruits 
that  are  not  only  melting,  like  the  Melon,  but  like- 
wife  acid,  and  replenifhed  with  a  Juice  of  an  icy 
Coolnefs,  qualified  to  allay  the  immoderate  Rare¬ 
faction  of  their  Blood.  Such,  for  Inftance,  are  Le¬ 
mons  and  Citrons,  Oranges  and  Pine- Apples.  When 
I  return  from  the  Torrid  Zone  toward  our  Climate,  I 
begin  to  difeover  the  Vine,  and  become  fenfible  that 
it  appears  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  Earth  where  it  is 
capable  of  acquiring  a  fufficient  Maturity  *,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  tempe¬ 
rate  Zone,  and  the  Northern  People  whofe  Blood 
is  condenfed  by  the  Cold,  are  accommodated  with  a 
fpirituous  Liquor,  capable  of  counterpoifing  the 
grofs  Weight  of  Air  that  gravitates  upon  them. 

Chevalier.  But  would  not  this  Liberality  of  Na¬ 
ture  be  entitled  to  higher  Strains  of  Gratitude  from 
us,  if  it  afforded  all  forts  of  Fruits  to  every  Region 
and  every  Seafon  ? 

Prior.  The  great  Author  of  Nature  is  always  li¬ 
beral  to  his  Creatures,  but  he  aCls  with  CEconomy 
in  the  Difpenfation  of  his  Gifts.  If  his  Bounties 
had  no  Limits  nor  Regulation,  they  would  foon  be 
produClive  of  the  greateft  Diforders  *,  whereas  his 
Œconomy  is  the  Source  of  innumerable  Advantages 
to  Society.  This  makes  it  neceffary  for  Man  to  be 
in  confiant  Exercife  ;  and  he  is  guarded  from  a 
multitude  of  Vices  by  not  being  permitted  to  in¬ 
dulge  himfelf  in  Indolence  and  Inactivity.  He  not 
only  finds  himfelf  neceflitated  to  labour  for  his 
Support,  but  is  made  fenfible  that  the  Fruits  of 
the  Earth  are  difiributed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as 
obliges  him  to  exert  all  the  Virtues  and  Talents  he 
has  received,  that  he  may  acquire  a  Participation 
pf  thofe  Blefiings  \  the  Refufal  of  which  to 

one 
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one  Country,  while  they  have  been  accorded  to 
another,  introduces  a  Train  of  urgent  Neceflities, 
ardent  Defires,  and  indufirious  Efforts.  The  Ac¬ 
commodations  that  are  proper  and  peculiar  to  each 
Province  place  the  feveral  Inhabitants  in  a  mutual 
Dépendance  on  each  other.  Their  Wants  are  the 
focial  Bands  that  unite  them,  and  they  create  a  kind 
of  Proximity  between  the  moft  diftant  Regions,  by 
the  Means  of  Navigation  and  a  reciprocal  Exchange 
of  their  refpedlive  Produdlions,  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  which  are  the  two  Mafter-Springs 
that  impart  Motion  to  Society,  afford  Mankind 
an  Opportunity  of  exerting  their  Prudence  in  a 
right  Judgment  of  Mercantile  Commodities  and 
Manufadlures,  and  the  proper  Seafons  for  their 
advantageous  Sale,  and  likewife  prefent  them  with 
a  Variety  of  Conjundtures,  wherein  they  may  dif- 
play  their  Patience  in  a  Series  of  Labour,  and 
their  Fidelity  in  an  Intercourfe  of  Traffic,  as  well 
as  their  CEconomy,  in  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Things 
which  are  not  always  fo  attainable  as  they  may  be 
inclined  to  wifh. 

The  fame  View  is  evident  in  the  Inequality  of 
Seafons.  Man,  in  fome  particular  Months  of  the 
Year,  muft  exert  all  the  Vigour  he  pofleffes  ; 
he  is  obliged  to  employ  himfelf  in  Tillage  and 
Planting,  in  Sowing  and  Harrowing,  in  Re-plant¬ 
ing,  Gathering  and  Selling,  and  is  frequently 
charged  with  moft  of  thefe  Occupations  at  the  fame 
Time.  In  another  Seafon  he  muft  have  Recourfe 
to  a  Number  of  Precautions;  he  gathers  in  what¬ 
ever  he  has  been  able  to  fecure  from  the  Rigour  of 
Winds  and  the  Inclemency  of  a  bad  Seafon.  He 
flores  up,  he  arranges,  he  preferves  the  Produce  of 
his  Land,  and  at  his  Leifure  makes  the  neceffary 
Preparations  for  the  enfuing  Year.  This  moderate 
Exercife,  which  to  him  has  the  Effeél  of  Repofe, 

3  enable^ 
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enables  him  to  refume  more  aélive  Labours  in  the 
returning  Spring. 

Thus  has  the  Deity  been  pleafed  to  honour  Man, 
and  to  habituate  him,  if  poffible,  to  his  providential 
Operations  ;  he  awakens  and  allures  him  to  Induftry 
by  configning  to  him  the  Produdlions  he  has  culti¬ 
vated,  as  well  as  thofe  which  he  is  fedulous  to  acquire 
from  other  Quarters  ;  and  by  reducing  him  to  the 
NecefTity  of  becoming  deftitute  of  many  Enjoy¬ 
ments,  when  he  neglects  to  procure  them  ;  or  of 
:  feeing  them  degenerate,  when  he  fuffers  himfelf  to 
be  remifs  in  their  Cultivation. 
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T'he  Prior.  Chevalier. 


I  N  C  E  we  are  to  be  alone  for 
a  few  Days,  we  may  lengthen 
our  Walks  as  much  as  wepleafe, 
without  incommoding  any  Per- 
fon  whatever. 


Trior, 


Chevalier,  Let  us  take  a  View  of  the  Country  to¬ 
day. 

Prior,  This  Path  leads  us  to  a  Rural  Scene  of 
Arable  Lands,  where  you  will  fee  a  Garden  plan’d 
out  in  a  new  Tafte. 

Chevalier,  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  it  pleafes 
you,  becaufe  an  Air  of  perfect  Simplicity  reigns 
through  all  the  Profpedl. 

Prior,  As  plain  and  undiverfified  as  this  Culture 
appears,  it  has  coft  more  Labour  than  the  fined: 
Parterxe. 


Chevalien 


$ 
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Chevalier,  I  think  the  Hulbandmen  in  that 
Field  make  but  a  flow  Advance  with  their  fix 
Florfes.  Do  but  obferve,  Sir,  what  vaft  Clods 
they  have  to  turn  :  Can  Seed  be  fown  in  fuch 
Maffes  of  Earth  ? 

Prior,  They  defer  that  Part  of  their  Hufbandry 
till  the  Month  of  September^  and  the  Land  muft 
firft  be  ploughed  anew. 

Chevalier.  The  Labours  of  thefe  poor  People 
are  very  fatiguing,  and  I  really  pity  their  Condi¬ 
tion. 

Prior.  You  have  Reafon  to  be  affedled  at  their 
laborious  Life,  but  we  are  Objedls  of  greater  Com¬ 
panion  than  they  whenever  we  are  unimployed. 
They  are  only  aàing  in  their  proper  Order. 

Chevalier,  I  grant  it,  Sir  ;  but  there  is  fomething 
in  that  Order  which  aftonifhes  and  perplexes  me. 
When  I  cultivate  a  Flower,  I  am  only  engaged  in 
a  pleafing  Amufement  -,  but  when  Corn  is  to  be 
raifed,  the  Fatigue  is  exceffive.  Would  not  the 
contrary  of  all  this  have  been  much  more  reafon- 
able?  I  appeal.  Sir,  to  your  own  Judgment  in 
this  particular.  Let  it  be  a  difficult  Employment 
to  propagate  a  Bloom  of  Violets  and  Jonquils  ; 
thofe  who  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  Fatigue, 
may  raife  thefe  Flowers  if  they  pleafe  ;  but  I  fhould 
think  Bread  ought  to  be  procured  without  any 
Toil. 

Prior,  Our  Fondnefs  for  a  Life  of  Eafe  natu¬ 
rally  inclines  us  to  think  in  that  Manner  -,  but  if 
this  Eafe  be  the  very  Circumftance  which  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  Nature  intended  to  banifh,  can  you  ima¬ 
gine  that  you  have  any  juft  Caufe  to  complain  ? 
We  are  the  Workmanftiip  of  his  Hands,  and  he  has 
regulated  our  State  of  Being,  agreeably  to  his  own 
Will.  '  Let  us  therefore  be  attentive  to  the  Wif- 
dorn  of  his  Ordinations.  Flowers  and  Fruits,  the 

Pleafures 
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Pleafures  and  necefiàry  Accommodations  of  Life 
are  all  granted  to  Labour,  and  refiifed  to  Indolence. 
But  there  is  the  utmoft  Difference  between  the  La¬ 
bours  that  furnifh  Man  with  fuch  Enjoyments  as 
only  minifter  to  his  Delight,  and  thofe  that  fupply 
him  with  his  Bread.  The  firft  are  entirely  free, 
and  feldom  attended  with  Toil  ;  the  fécond  are  in- 
difpenfable  and  fatiguing.  Providence  was  inclined 
to  gratify  Mankind  with  Flowers  and  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  fine  Fruits  upon  eafy  Terms,  and  the 
principal  Merit  of  thefe  Benefadlions  confifts  in 
the  pleafing  Impreflions  they  communicate  to  their 
Pofiefibrs.  The  graceful  Air  of  the  Gift  would 
have  been  diminifhed  in  fome  meafure,  had  it  only 
been  attainable  by  Toil,  and  Mankind  would  na¬ 
turally  difregard  Satisfactions  fo  little  necefiàry, 
were  indefatigable  Labour  the  only  Means  of  ac¬ 
quiring  them.  The  Cultivation  therefore  of  Flow¬ 
ers,  and  even  of  moft  Fruits,  is  only  an  amufing 
Employment  to  Man,  and  the  Exercife  of  an  ele¬ 
gant  and  ingenious  Curiofity,  which  requires  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  Exertion  of  a  moderate  In- 
duftry  -,  which,  inftead  of  proving  a  Fatigue,  is 
rather  a  Recreation  to  him  after  his  daily  Labours, 
and  is  a  Work  that  entirely  refults  from  his  own 
Choice. 

The  Circumfiances  are  all  different  with  refpecf 
to  Herbs  and  Roots  that  are  part  of  his  Aliment, 
and  Bread  that  conftitutes  his  chief  Support.  He 
is  not  left  in  the  fame  State  of  Indifference  in  re¬ 
gard  to  thefe  Particulars  ;  and  as  they  are  rendered 
abfolutely  necefiàry  to  his  Welfare,  they  are  to  be 
acquired  by  a  Series  of  real  Labours,  daily  Aflidui- 
ties,  and  the  copious  Sweat  of  his  Brows.  In  a 
Word,  Providence  has  rendered  thefe  Toils  as  ne¬ 
cefiàry  to  Man  as  the  Bread  he  eats,  and  altogether 
as  interefting  as  Life  itfelfi 


But 
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But  as  painful  as  this  Labour  may 
prove,  It  is  far  from  overwhelming  Fecun- 

him  with  its  Fatigue.  The  Earth,  which  ^Inh.  ^  ^ 
requires  the  Aid  of  his  Hands,  animates 
him  to  Induftry  by  its  faithful  Compenfation  of  his 
Cares,  Whatever  it  borrows  of  the  Hufbandman, 
it  pundually  repays  him,  and  with  fuch  an  Increafe 
as  almoft  exceeds  Belief.  It  multiplies  the  Seed  it 
receives  in  Proportion  to  his  Diligence  in  its  Culti¬ 
vation,  and  is  not  fubjed  to  thofe  impairing  Decays 
that  are  often  occafioned  by  a  Length  of  Years. 
It  annually  affumes  the  Graces  and  Vigour  of  a 
lively  Youth,  through  a  Succeffion  of  many  Cen¬ 
turies,  and  when  its  pregnant  Womb  has  teemed 
with  the  moft  fertile  Harveft,  the  Repofe  of  a  Tingle 
Year,  or  even  of  a  Winter,  is  fufficient  for  the  Re¬ 
paration  of  all  its  LofTes. 

Chevalier.  I  confefs  mv  Miftake,  and  am  now 
convinced,  that  Neceflity  is  the  propereft  Motive 
to  incite  Mankind  to  Induftry  :  But  is  the  Earth, 
Sir,  To  extremely  fertile  as  you  are  pleafed  to  repre- 
fent  it  ?  I  think,  at  leaft,  there  are  lèverai  Soils  ab- 
folutely  incapable  of  producing  Corn. 

Prior,  All  forts  of  Soils  are  not  qualified  for  the 
Produdtion  of  all  forts  of  Seed.  Some  Varietv 

are  fo  light  and  fandy,  that  all  the  of  Soils  rela- 
Juices  which  have  been  depofited  in  tive  to  that 
them  by  the  Air  are  evaporated  in  a  of  the  Seed. 
fhortTime.  Corn  therefore,  which  requires  aftrong 
Nourifhment,  would  be  incapable  of  fubfifting  in 
fuch  a  Situation.  On  the  other  Plane],  there  are 
Soils  fo  impliant  and  clayey,  that  they  are  almoft: 
impenetrable  to  every  kind  of  Seed.  And  laftly, 
there  are  others  that  prefer ve  a  Mediocrity,  more  or 
lefs  juft,  between  thofe  two  Qualities,  and  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  different  Productions,  in  Proportion  to  their 
correfponding  either  with  the  Nature  of  Sand,  or 
with  that  of  Clay, 

VoL.  IL 
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This  Diverfity  of  Soils  is  the  Effe6b  of  a  wife 
Defign,  and  is  evidently  adapted  to  the  Variety  of 
Seeds,  home  of  which  require  a  light,  and  others  a 
grofs  Earth,  while  a  third  Clafs  delights  in  a  Soil  of 
an  intermediate  Nature. 

Though  Corn  is  intended  by  the  Deity  to  be  our 
chief  Support,  v/e  are  not  deftitute  of  Variety  in  that 
kind  of  Food,  fince  he  has  multiplied  it  into  feveral 
Species,  fuch  as  Wheat,  Rye,  and  Barley  ;  Millet 
and  Rice  -,  Oats,  Mayz,  and  Lentiles  *,  Peafe,  and  a 
Number  of  other  Kinds.  Each  particular  Species 
of  Grain  has  its  Ufefulnefs  and  Propriety,  of  which 
Man  is  always  the  ultimate  End.  Some  are  intend¬ 
ed  for  his  own  Nourifhment,  others  for  the  Sub- 
fiftence  of  the  Beads  that  ferve  him,  or  to  fatten 
îhofe  whofe  Flefn  is  part  of  his  Food.  Some  Spe¬ 
cies  of  the  Grain  furnifh  him  with  Liquors,  the 
mod  common  and  nutrimental  of  which  is  Beer. 
This  imitates  the  fpirituous  Quality  of  Wine,  and 
fupplies  the  Want  of  it  in  thofe  Years  when  the  Vine 
has  been  deficient,  and  in  thofe  Countries  that  are 
not  favourable  to  its  Growth. 

Wheat,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  Nourifhment  and 
Support  of  Man,  lèldom  fucceeds  but  in  fuch  Soils 
as  are  hot  or  vigorous,  or  at  lead  marfhy.  Rice, 
which  is  likewife  a  very  fubdantial  Food,  delights  in 
a  moid  and  fat  Land.  Rye  profpers  in  a  moderate 
Soil,  and  is  fometimes  contented  with  the  lighted. 
Barley,  Oats,  Buck-Wheat,  and  Miller,  thrive  in 
a  fandy  Ground,  and  will  likewife  grow  in  the  bed 
Soils  when  they  have  been  well  pulverized. 

Rice  acquires  its  greated  Perfedlion  in  Jfia, 
where  it  is  the  ufual  Food  of  the  Inhabitants. 
There  are  likewife  fome  Soils  in  Europe  where  it 
is  cultivated  with  Succefs,  as  in  Piedmont  and  Spain, 
Wheat  and  Rye  are  the  Support  of  the  lEeftern  Na¬ 
tions,  but  their  Ufe  has  been  communicated  to  feve¬ 
ral  Provinces  in  America^  where  they  prove  very 

profperous. 
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profperous.  Mayz^  or  'Turkey  Cotn^  was  originally 
the  Food  of  the  Americans  ;  but  it  is  now  cultivated 
in  feveral  Parts  of  Afia^  and  in  our  Provinces  of 
BreJJe^  Burgundy^  and  the  Franche  Comté. 

The  Variety  of  Soils  facilitates  the  Progrefs  of  all 
forts  of  Grain,  and  our  Accommodations  are  multi-* 
plied  by  the  Diverfity  of  thefe.  A  Grain  which  ferves 
for  Food  in  one  Country  is  frequently  employed  as  a 
falutary  Remedy  in  another.  When  any  unforefeea 
Accident  has  deprived  us  of  the  Corn  that  was  fown 
before  the  Winter-Seafon,  fome  other  Species  of  Grain 
which  we  fet  in  the  Month  of  March  is  fubftituted  in 
its  (lead.  A  Cafuaky  of  this  Nature  happened  in  the 
Year  1709,  but  a  Neighbourhood  of  chfferent  Soils 
affords  the  Inhabitants  of  mofl  Countries  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  regulating  the  Choice  or  Intermixture  of  the 
Grain  they  felebt  for  their  Food,  agreeably  to  theif 
Tafte  and  Circumftances.  In  Confequence  therefore 
of  the  wife  Proportion  which  Providence  has  eftabliOi- 
ed  between  the  Nature  of  Lands  and  the  Diverfity 
of  Grain,  every  Soil  is  capable  of  fome  Fertility^ 
every  material  Want  is  relievable  by  a  timely  Sup¬ 
ply,  and  every  Temperament  of  Earth  may  be  ren¬ 
dered  fatisfadory  to  the  refpedlive  Inhabitants. 

Chevalier,  But  by  what  Means,  Sir,  can  even  the 
richeft  and  moft  compact:  Soils  be  rendered  fertile, 
without  any  Intermiffion,  and  from  whence  do  they 
derive  the  Subftance  of  thofe  Harvefls  which  are 
'  annually  reaped  ? 

I  Prior,  The  Aid  of  Heaven,  and  the  Co-  mhe  Sources 
operation  of  Man,  are  neceffary  to  form  of  the 
good  Soils,  and  continue  their  Fertility.  Earth's  Fe- 
'  Inftead  of  receiving  from  the  Air  thofe  chi-  cundity. 

mericai  Influences  which  were  formerly  fuppofed  to 
'  defeend  from  the  Moon  and  Stars-,  they  derive 
from  it  thofe  fubflantial  Emanations,  which  are 
I  compofed  of  Water  and  Oil,  Saits,  Air,  and  Fire, 

'  by  whofe  Miniftration  the  various  Soils  are  really 

0,2  augmented. 
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augmented,  and  worked  into  Aélion,  while  Man’s* 
Province  is  to  furnifli  their  Culture  and  Manure. 

The  Effedts  of  Culture  frequently  open  the  Sur¬ 
face  of  a  Field,  and  facilitate  the  Influx  and  Diftri- 
bution  of  the  Principles  of  Vegetation,  and  yet  the 
Multitude  of  Seeds  that  imbibe  them,  and  the  Eva¬ 
poration  which  is  proportioned  to  the  porous  Quali¬ 
ties  of  the  Soil,  would  foon  exhaufl  it  of  all  its 
Fertility,  if  it  were  not  recruited  with  a  Manure 
capable  of  fupplying  it  with  a  new  Subftance,  and 
a  frefh  Flow  of  Juices. 

Strong  Soils  require  much  Cultivation,  and  are 
fatisfied  with  a  light  Manure  -,  but  Lands  that  are 
thin  demand  a  ftrong  Manure  and  a  light  Culture. 

As  ftrong  Soils  are  naturally  compadl,  and  have 
not  many  Vacuities  between  their  conftituent  Parts, 
and  as  their  Surface  is  frequently  hardened  like  an 
Incruftation,  their  Earth  continues  in  a  State  of 
Chilnefs,  Intradfability,  and  Inadlion,  and  they  re¬ 
main  unfufceptible  of  the  Sun’s  Influence,  and  the 
Impreflion  of  the  Atmofphere,  till  they  have  been 
meliorated  by  Hufbandry  to  a  confiderable  Depth, 
and  are  entirely  reduced  to  a  fine  Powder  whofe 
Parts  are  eafily  feparated. 

Lean  Soils,  on  the  contrary,  being  all  incompadf, 
and  without  a  Sufficiency  of  Depth,  their  Sterility 
would  be  increafed  by  being  opened  too  much,  and 
by  the  Inverfion  of  their  lower  Earth  to  the  Surface. 
It  will  be  moft  proper  therefore  to  afford  them  but 
a  fuperficial  Culture.  This  Diverfity  of  Soils  has 
occafioned  a  Difference  in  the  Ploughs  that  are  ap¬ 
propriated  to  them. 

Chevalier,  I  thought  they  had  been  all  formed  by 
the  fame  Model. 

Prior.  Let  us  go  and  take  a  near 
The  Plough.  View  of  that  which  appears  at  the 

farther  End  of  the  Field. - This 

you  fee  is  ftrong,  and  armed  firft:  with  a  large 

Coulter, 
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Coulter,  which  cuts  the  Earth,  and  difpofes  it  to 
fuftain  a  more  fpacious  Opening  -,  fecondly,  with 
a  large  Share,  or  triangular  Iron,  with  a  pointed 
Extremity  and  two  flat  Sides,  for  the  more  com¬ 
modious  Enlargement  of  the  Furrow,  and  to  break 
up  the  Soil,  as  it  follows  the  Track  of  the  Coul¬ 
ter-,  thirdly,  with  a  large  Earth-Board,  whole 
Situation,  being  always  toward  the  Furrow  that  is 
already  traced  out,  throws  off  and  inverts  on  the 
Side  of  it  the  greateft  part  of  the  Earth  of  the  new 
Furrow,  which  is  opened  next.  This  heavy  Plough 
is  referved  for  ftrong  and  deep  Soils,  over  which 
k  is  drawn  by  four,  and  fometimes  by  eight  or  ten 
Horfes,  or  as  many  Oxen.  There  is  another  fort 
of  Plough,  much  lighter  and  lefs  than  this,  and  which 
operates  fufficiently,  with  a  fhort  and  narrow  Share. 
When  only  two  Horfes  work  this  Plough,  it  will 
throw  up  a  thin  Soil  as  much  as  is  neceflary,  be- 
caufe  the  Hufbandmen  are  cautious  of  opening  it  to 
a  confiderable  Depth,  left  either  the  nutrimental 
Moifture  Ihould  evaporate,  or  a  worfe  Vein  of 
Earth  than  that  which  is  furrowed  fhould  be  raifed  to 
the  Surface. 

Chevüur.  The  Quarter  where  we  walk  at  pre- 
fent  is  covered  with  the  fineft  Verdure,  but  I  mull 
defire  you,  Sir,  to  inform  me,  why  that  diftant 
Spot  remains  uncultivated. 

Prior,  Arable  Lands  are  generally  ranged  into 
three  Divifions,  which  are  almoft  equal.  One  of 
thefe  is  fown,  before  theWinter-Seafon,  with  Wheat 
and  Rye,  or  elfe  with  Meflin,  which  is  a  Mixture 
of  both.  The  fécond  Divifton  muft  be  allowed  a 
Winter’s  Fallow,  and  may  be  fown  in  the  Spring 
with  the  fmaller  Grain,  as  Oats  and  Barley,  Lupines, 
Lentiles,  and  fome  other  kinds,  which  are  all  called 
I  March,,  becaufe  they  are  fown  in  that  Month,  or 
rather  in  April.  The  third  Divifton  is  fuffered  to 
lye  fallow,  but  is  not  altogether  unadive,  during 
i  3  that 
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that  feeming  Repofe  ;  for  befide  fome  Branches  of 
HulBandry  that  afford  it  a  proper  Exercife,  it  is 
continually  receiving  fertile  Supplies.  It  acquires 
a  Richnefs  from  foft  defcending  Snows  ;  it  is  moillen- 
ed  by  genial  Dews  and  Rains  ;  and  even  the  Winds 
waft  prolifick  Salts  and  Juices  into  its  Bofom.  It 
treafures  up  thefe  Gifts  for  the  enfuing  Year  ;  and 
its  Inadtivity,  inftead  of  being  a  Relaxation  from 
preceding  Toils,  is  a  Series  of  Preparatives,  and  an 
Acquifition  of  Materials  for  new  Produdlions.* 

Chevalier,  Bread  is  part  of  my  daily  Diet,  and 
yet  I  fincerely  acknowledge,  that  I  have  but  a  con- 
fufed  Idea  of  the  Methods  by  which  Corn  is  raifed. 
Numbers  of  other  Perfons,  by  being  confined  from 
their  Infancy  to  the  Walls  of  Paris^  like  myfelf, 
have  only  obtained  atranfient  View  of  thefe  things, 
and  never  beheld  them  in  their  regular  Succeffion. 
It  would  therefore  be  fome  Satistadlion  to  me,  to 
have  a  right  Knowledge  of  the  orderly  Culture  and 
Progrefs  of  Corn. 

Prior,  Let  us  begin  with  Tillage.  There  are 
three  Seafons,  wherein  this  Branch  of 
FJufbandry  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  for 
a^e.  Barley.  The  fir  ft  is  per¬ 

formed  in  Autumn,  on  thofe  Lands  that  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  Harveft  of  the  March  Grain.  This  Ope¬ 
ration,  inftead  of  opening  the  Earth  to  any  confi- 
derable  Depth,  only  prepares  it  in  a  proper  Manner, 
and  deftroys  the  fprouting  Weecis.  Some  Farmers 
defer  this  Tillage  to  the  end  of  Winter. 

The  fécond  is  performed  in  Spring,  and  in  fome 
parts  of  the  Country  at  Midfummer.  The  Plough 
ought  to  work  deep  in  ftrong  Soils,  as  it  likewife 
fhould  in  the  third  Tillage,  which  precedes  the  Sea- 
fon  for  fowing.  Thefe  three  Operations  are  fome- 
times  infufficient,  and  it  will  be  neceffary  to  break 
che  Land  ancv/,  by  caufing  the  Plough  to  pafs 

«  tranfverfly 
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tranfverfly  over  the  former  Furrows^.  But  the  Huf- 
bandmen  are  cautious  of  having  Recourfe  to  this  Ex¬ 
pedient  in  Lands  that  are  too  moift  and  fpongy,  where 
the  Furrows  ought  to  be  funk  deep,  and  in  a  Pofition 
as  flanting  as  poffible,  to  facilitate  the  Difcharge  of 
Water. 

This  Branch  of  Hufbandry,  twice  performed,  will 
fuffice  for  the  March  Grain  -,  the  one  before  Winter, 
the  other  in  Spring.  I  fhall  not  dwell  on  that  Part 
of  Tillage  which  is  pradlifed  as  foon  as  the  Land  has 
been  fown,  fince  it  is  not  fo  much  a  Cultivation  of 
the  Soil,  as  a  Precaution  for  covering  the  Seed. 
This  Operation  is  performed  on  ftrong  Soils  with  a 
Harrow,  which  is  a  large  Inftrument,  made  of  heavy 
Wood,  armed  with  Iron  Spikes,  or  little  wooden 
Pegs,  in  order  to  fcatter  the  Earth  lightly  over  the 
Seed,  which  would  have  too  deep  a  Surface  of 
Ground  to  pierce  through,  were  it  covered  by  the 
working  of  the  Plough-Share.  In  light  Soils  this 
Labour  is  performed  with  a  little  Plough,  that  the 
Earth  may  more  effedtually  cover  the  Seed,  which 
would  foon  be  divefted  of  all  its  requifite  Juices  and 
Subftance,  were  only  a  thin  Surface  of  Soil  drawn 
over  it  by  the  Harrow. 

Manure  is  altogether  as  important  as 
Tillage.  It  is  fometimes  required  for 
the  bed:  Lands,  and  is  always  neceffary  to  thofe  that 
are  weak.  A  good  Soil  is  not  dunged  when  we  re¬ 
quire  nothing  from  it  but  a  fmall  Grain,  but  even 
this  will  not  be  produced  by  weak  Land,  without 
the  Aid  of  a  Manure. 

Chevalier.  What  are  the  particular  Ingredients 
that  give  Fertility  to  Land  ? 

Prior.  This  Manure,  which  completes  what  the 
Dews  of  Heaven  had  begun,  is  the  moft  con¬ 
temptible  Subftance  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  and 

*  - -  profcifTo  quæ  fufcitat  æquore  tcrga, 

.  Rurfus  in  obliqumn  verfo  perrumpit  aratro.  Georg,  i . 
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is  chiefly  compofed  of  the  Litter  taken  from  Stables 
and  Sheep-folds  :  Dove-Houfes,  Hen-Coops,  and 
the  Dwellings  of  all  domeflick  Animals,  furnifh 
Manures  that  differ  in  their  Degrees  of  Heat,  and 
which  being  blended  together,  as  well  as  quenched 
and  correded  by  each  other,  replenifh  the  Land 
with  all  the  Fertility  it  had  loft. 

W e  may  add  to  this  Intermixture  all  forts  of  Straw, 
Stubble,  Shells  of  Pulfe,  ufelefs  Leaves,  and  the  Re- 
fufe  of  Garden -Flerbage.  Rotten  Wood  has  ever 
more  Subftance  and  prolific  Salts  than  any  of  the 
other  Manures  1  have  mentioned.  Prudent  Farmers 
throw  together,  either  in  one  or  feveral  Heaps, 
Chimney  and  Oven-Soot,  together  with  Rags,  the 
Hair  of  Animals,  Cuttings  of  Leather,  Skins  of  Beafts, 
Bark  of  Trees,  Lees  of  Wine,  Sediments  of  Oil, 
Malt-Duft,  Tanner’s  Bark,  and  Dyer’s  Lees.  They 
likewife  walk  the  whole  with  Soap-Suds,  which  are 
commonly  thrown  out  of  the  Laundry  as  ufelefs, 
though  Soap  is  impregnated  with  Oil  and  Saks, 
which  are  the  principal  Elements  of  Plants. 

No  kind  of  Manure  has  more  prolific  Qualities 
than  the  Soil  which  is  fwept  from  populous  Cities, 
and  efpecially  thole  where  a  great  Number  of  Kit¬ 
chens  and  Dyers  of  Wool  are  continually  difeharging 
into  the  Streets  a  fat  and  oily  Sediment,  which  is  very 
beneficial  to  Corn. 

The  Hufbandmen,  in  fome  Countries,  fave  the  Ex- 
penfive  Carriage  of  Dung,  by  imparking  Sheep,  and 
IbmetimesCows,  on  the  Land  intended  to  be  manured, 
p  ,  Chevalier.  I  have  feen  feveral  Parks  of 

this  Nature.  They  are  fquare  Inclofures^', 
made  of  Ofier-Twigs,  in  which  the  Sheep  are  fhut  up 

during 

*  Thefe  încîofures  are  formed  of  Ofier-Hurdles,  ten  Feet  in 
Length  and  £;■:  in  Height,  and  are  fupported  by  Stays  laid  crof$ 
the  'Fops,  and  fianting  toward  the  Earth,  Four  of  thefe  Hur¬ 
dles  will  indole  hfteen  Sheep.  On  each  Side  another  Hurdle  is 

difpofed 


0/ H  U  s  B  AN  D  RY.  233 

during  Night.  But  how  is  it  pofiible  for  them  to 
continue  cxpofed  in  Inch  a  manner  to  the  Injuries  of 
the  Air  ? 

Prior.  The  Nights  are  mild  and  fupportable 
from  the  end  of  June  to  November.,  and  Parks  may 
be  ufed  without  the  lealt  Detriment  during  that  Pe¬ 
riod.  The  Wool  of  the  Sheep  is  likewife  foftened, 
and  brought  to  Perfedion  by  its  being  alternately  ex- 
pofed  to  Dews  and  Sun-fhine.  It  is  always  cuftoma- 
ry  to  form  two  Parks  or  Inclofures  contiguous  to 
each  other,  one  of  which  is  full,  and  the  other  con¬ 
tinues  empty,  becaufe  the  Sheep  are  removed  out  of 
one  into  the  other  at  three  in  the  Morning,  that  a 
fucceffive  Warmth  may  be  imparted  to  all  the  Land. 
The  two  Parks  are  afterward  transferred  to  a  new 
Situation,  in  order  to  perform  the  fame  Fundions 
the  next  Night  -,  and  with  thefe  the  Shepherd  like¬ 
wife  removes  his  little  rolling  Hut,  where  he  fhuts 
himfelf  up  in  the  Evening  with  his  faithful  Dog, 
that  he  may  be  prepared  to  guard  his  Flock  from 
Wolves  and  Robbers. 

Chevalier.  The  Peafints  in  fome  Parts  burn  the 
Turf  that  covers  their  Land,  and  I  could  be  glad  to 
know  v>/hat  Advantage  they  derive  from  a  Pradice 
that  covers  all  the  Country  with  a  hideous  Gloom  of 
Smok^ 

Prior.  YourCuriofity,  Sir,  fhall  befatisfied.  Befide 
the  Manures  1  have  already  mentioned,  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  which  is  exceedingly  efteemed,  and  qualified  to 
fupply  the  Place  of  al]  the  reft,  efpecially  on  fat  Lands, 
if  a  fufiicient  Quantity  of  it  can  be  obtained.  The  Ma¬ 
nure  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  is  Afhes,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  Wood,  or  any  other  Matter  that  has  a  due 


difpofed  only  in  Length,  in  order  to  contain  as  many  fifteens  of 
Sheep.  But  if  an  hundred  of  thefe  Cattle  are  inclofed  in  a  long 
Square  which  has  only  one  Hurdle  for  its  Breadth,  another  hun¬ 
dred  may  be  introduced  by  the  Addition  of  one  Hurdle  in  Breadth, 
by  which  Means  the  Inclofure  will  be  immediately  doubled. 

Subftance, 
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Subitance,  and  is  impregnated  with  nutrimental  Par¬ 
ticles.  Sope-Afhes  ^  are  found  by  Experience  to  be 
very  ufeful.  The  Afhes  of  all  forts  of  Herbage  and 
Brambles  are  the  only  Refource  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Ardennes^  and  feveral  other  Countries,  where  the 
Growths  of  Mofs,  Fern,  and  Heath,  denote  a  na¬ 
tural  Sterility  of  Soil.  The  poor  People  peel  their 
Hands,  or,  in  other  Words,  pare  off  the  Turf, 
with  whatever  adheres  to  it  -,  after  which  they  form 
it  into  little  Heaps,  leaving  a  Vacancy  in  the  lower 
Part,  and  then  fet  it  on  fire.  When  it  has  been 
thoroughly  confumed,  they  fcatter  the  Afhes  over 
the  Land,  which  is  qualified  by  this  Expedient  for 
producing  a  fine  Crop  of  Rye.  They  fometimes 
perform  the  fame  Operation  in  their  Foreffs,  where, 
as  foon  as  the  Timber  has  been  felled  and  the  faleable 
Wood  carried  off,  they  burn  the  leffer  Branches 
with  the  Chips  and  Leaves  in  Conjundlion  with 
Thorns  and  Briars.  They  afterward  break  up  the 
Ground  with  a  Pick- Ax,  it  not  being  praticable  for 
the  Plough  to  pafs  amidft  the  Stumps  that  remain  in 
the  Earth.  The  Afhes  which  they  then  fcatter  upon 
the  Land  are  always  repaid  with  a  rich  Harveft. 

Some  Farmers  referve  Afhes,  *Soot,  and  all  Ma¬ 
nures  of  an  eafy  Carriage,  for  the  moft  diftant  Parts 
of  their  Land.  Others  intermix  Afhes  with  Straw, 
and  carefully  preferve  the  whole,  either  in  a  Pit 
lined  with  Brick  or  Stone,  or  at  leaf!:  on  a  clayey 
Soil,  where  nothing  can  be  loft.  The  moft  judi¬ 
cious  Farmers  have  likewife  the  Precaution  to  make 
an  advantageous  Ufe  of  the  Projedtion  of  a  Roof, 
when  it  is  capable  of  doping  over  the  whole  Heap, 
and  preventing  the  Rain,  or  any  other  Flow  of  Wa¬ 
ter,  from  wafhing  away  the  Oil  and  Salts,  which  con- 
ftitute  the  chief  Merit  of  the  Manure.  When  a  Stock 
of  Compoft  is  not  properly  fecured  at  the  bottom,  or 


^  Mortimer' Huftandry,  Vof.  I. 
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covered  with  fome  Shelter,  it  frequently  degenerates 
into  a  ufelefs  Sediment. 

Chevalier.  I  (hall  be  careful  to  remember  this  Ob- 
fervation. 

Prior.  This  Compoft  is  fpread  over  the  Land  at 
the  fécond  or  third  Tillage,  but  moft  commonly  at 
the  fécond,  that  the  Salts  may  be  fufficiently  diffolv- 
ed  and  blended  with  the  Earth,  before  they  can 
fuftain  any  Diflipation. 

Chevalier.  It  is  very  furprizing,  that  our  Food 
fhould  be  procured  by  the  Inftrumentality  of  fuch 
vile  and  naufeous  Materials. 

Prior.  Say  rather,  my  dear  Chevalier,  that  it 
proves  a  very  happy  Cirçumftance,  and  is  juftly  en¬ 
titled  to  our  Admiration,  fince  thofe  Things  that  are 
moft  offenlive  to  us  are  fuddenly  changed  into  the 
Accommodations  we  chiefly  need. 

Chevalier.  I  enter  into  your  Thought,  Sir,  with 
Pleafure,  and  am  fenflble  that  my  Conceptions  are 
always  erroneous  when  I  indulge  any  complaining 
Expoftulations  agairit  the  Works  of  God,  This 
Mafs  of  Impurities  would  be  daily  accumulated  all 
around  us,  and  v/ould  render  our  Habitations  per¬ 
nicious  and  infupportable,  if  we  had  not  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difpofing  it  in  a  proper  Place. 

Prior.  There  is  fomething  more  ftill  ;  for  we  not 
only  can  difeharge  it  on  our  Lands,  but  are  agrees 
ably  compelled,  by  their  Need  of  it,  to  free  our  felves 
from  this  ofFenfive  Mafs.  Let  us  remove  it  then  to 
a  fuffieient  Diftance,  let  us  even  banifh  it  from  our 
Thoughts,  and  be  only  attentive  to  the  lovely  Ver¬ 
dure  into  which  it  has  been  fo  happily  converted, 
in  order  to  be  rendered  the  Source  of  Riches  and 
Delight.  Gardeners  are  as  incapable  of  transforming 
Subftances,  and  changing  Straw  into  Gold,  as  Phi- 
iofophers  themfelves.  A  Hand  more  potent  than 
their  own  enriches  them,  by  educing  from  this  vile 
ïlefufe  the  melting  Melon,  the  vinous  Peach  with 
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its  fplendid  Hue,  the  Juicy-Fig,  the  perfumed  Pear, 
and  the  foodful  Corn,  whofe  Tafte,  though  it  be 
fimple,  is  always  attradlive,  and  is  counted  preferable 
to  the  moft  delicately  poinant  and  exalted  Flavours. 

Chevalier,  This  Transformation  is  daily  accom- 
plilhed  in  our  View,  though  the  Manner  of  it  be 
imperceptible. 

Prior.  Hitherto  we  have  only  mentioned  fuch 
Manures  as  impart  a  tranfient  Fertility,  but  there  are 
others  which  in  fome  meafure  change  the  Nature  of 
the  Soil  itfelf,  or  render  it  prolific  for  twenty  or 
thirty  Years  atleaft. 

The  firfl:  Manure  proper  for  effedfing  thefe  lad¬ 
ing  Changes  is  Marl,  which  is  a  Species  of  white 
Clay  that  is  friable,  notwithftanding  its  Fatnefs. 
This  is  found  in  Beds  of  different  Degrees  in  Depth, 
and  when  it  has  been  fpread  over  our  Land  it  dif- 
folves,  and  by  its  Incorporation  with  the  Earth  con¬ 
tributes  to  its  Fertility.  It  warms  and  animates  the 
coldeft,  as  well  as  the  ftrongeft  Soils  ;  but  its  real 
Fundlion  is  to  meliorate  thin  Land,  which  it  impreg¬ 
nates  with  Salts,  and  prevents  its  immoderate  Eva¬ 
poration,  by  condenfing  its  Parts. 

This  precious  Manure  was  known  to  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.,  and  likewife  to  our  Anceftors,  the 
Gauls  We  may  perhaps  have  fome  Difficulty 
to  procure  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  white  Marl, 
fince  it  is  not  very  common  ;  but  feveral  Naturalifts 
are  of  Opinion,  that  Beds  of  Potter’s  Clay  and  other 
eompadt  Subftances,  which  are  almoft  univerfally 
under  our  Feet  at  unequal  Depths,  would  produce 
the  fame  Effedl.  They  even  affure  ns,  that  they 
have  made  frequent  Experiments  of  its  Efficacy,  in 
feveral  Places,  and  generally  with  equal  Succefs  f . 

^  Plin.  Hift.  nat.  1.  17.  c.  7. 

f  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  abridged,  Vol.  II.  p.  731- 
Hufbandry,  Vol.  I. 
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ïc  is  very  cuftomary  in  England  to  ufe  white  Clay 
on  thin  Lands,  fome  of  which,  when  they  have  been 
intermixed  with  the  firft  Clay  that  could  be  found  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  were  produ6i:ive  of  fine  Wheat, 
for  the  ipace  of  forty-eight  Years. 

The  fame  Benefits  that  are  derivable  from  Marl, 
and  perhaps  from  good  white  Clay,  may  be  im¬ 
parted  by  Sand  and  Gravel  to  thofe  Soils  that  are 
ftrong  and  moift,  and  whofe  Parts  are  not  eafily 
feparated.  Thefe  prolific  Qualities  refide  more  pe¬ 
culiarly  in  a  Species  of  dry  Earth,  that  is  moft  com¬ 
monly  found  near  Mines  of  Iron. 

Thofe  Ferions  who  are  able  to  bear  the  Expence 
of  a  Lime-Kiln  near  their  Farms,  and  can  eafily 
be  furnifhed  with  fuch  Stones  as  are  proper  to  be 
calcined,  or  difiblved  by  Fire,  may  ftrengthen  the 
lighteft  Lands,  and  fubdue  the  hardeft  into  Pli¬ 
ancy. 

Thofe  Shells  which  are  fometimes  found  in  Beds 
or  large  Heaps  under  the  Earth,  or  about  its  Sur¬ 
face,  the  Shells  likev/ife  of  Oifters  and  Mufcles, 
Sea-Sand,  and  Sedge,  which  is  a  kind  of  Herb  that 

grows  on  the  Shores - 

Chevalier.  I  know  it  very  very  well,  and  have 
feen  Paniers  of  Oifters  cover’d  with  it. 

Prior.  All  Parcels  of  Matter  whatever,  that  are 
capable  of  producing  large  Quantities  of  Salts,  will 
communicate  Fertility,  when  they  are  properly  dif- 
pofed  upon  Land. 

It  will  frequently  be  fufficient  to  form  an  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  natural  Earths,  and  to  dig  a  Pit  to  the 
Depth  of  a  few  Feet,  and  in  the  Corner  of  a  Field, 
for  the  working  up  of  this  Compofition.  We  daily 
meet  with  Inftances  of  Œconomy  in  Hufbandry, 
by  which  marfhy  Soils,  that  were  entirely  ufelefs, 
and  even  unfalutary  and  pernicious,  are  converted 
into  excellent  Soils,  by  being  fupplied  with  Gravel,  at 

a  Time 


4 


238  Dialogue  XL 

a  Time  when  the  Horfes  are  unemployed  in  any  o- 
ther  Work. 

The  Invention  of  fertilizing  Lands  by  an  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  the  Surface,  not  only  with  white  Clay, 
but  likewife  with  the  firft  common  Earth  that  oc¬ 
curs  in  digging,  is  far  from  being  any  Novelty, 
fince  it  was  pra6lifed  in  Pliny\  Time  by  the  Inha*^ 
bitants  of  the  Countries  adjacent  to  Cohgn  and 
Bonne, 

You  may  judge,  my  dear  Chevalier,  by  all  the 
Species  of  Manures  which  are  every  where  to  be 
found  either  on  the  Surface,  or  in  the  Bowels  of 
the  Earth,  what  a  Number  of  Expedients  are  of¬ 
fered  by  Providence  to  Man,  for  the  Supply  of  his 
NecefTities,  and  to  correâ:  the  Infertility  of  his 
Land.  His  Domain  is  not  limited  to  the  Surface 
of  a  Soil,  but  he  is  made  confcious,  that  the  Deity 
has  been  pleafed  to  conftitute  him  the  Mafter  and 
Monarch  of  the  Earth,  by  leaving  to  his  Induftry 
the  honourable  Care  of  its  Improvement  and  Me¬ 
lioration. 

Let  thefe  Preparatives  to  Hufbandry  be  onr  Sub^ 
je6i:  for  this  Day.  We  will  take  another  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  depofite  the  Corn  in  the  Earth,  and  (hall 
then  endeavour  to  purfue  it  through  all  its  Progrefs, 
till  we  have  at  laft  converted  it  into  Bread. 

Chevalier,  If  we  are  Matters  of  fo  many  Expe¬ 
dients  for  the  Improvement  of  Land,  all  Com¬ 
plaints  of  the  bad  Qualities  of  the  Soil  we  pottefs 
are  very  unjuft,  fince  they  may  be  redified  by  a 
little  Labour. 

Prior,  I  can  inform  you  of  a  very  fingular  Event, 
of  which  I  myfelf  was  a  Spedator  for  fome  Years. 

The  whole  Patrimony  of  a  certain  Peafant  con- 
fifted  of  two  little  Spots  of  Ground  which  would 
hardly  produce  a  fmall  Crop  of  Oats,  or  Turkey 
Wheat.  The  poor  Man  was  defirous  of  raifing  a 
Growth  of  Corn,  but  as  he  was  not  provided  either 
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with  Cattle  or  Manure,  he  opened  a  Pit  in  a  Cor¬ 
ner  of  one  of  his  Pieces  of  Land,  and  dug  out  a 
black  Sand,  which  be  fcattered  over  the  Surface  of 
his  Ground.  He  afterward  manured  the  other 
Piece,  which  lay  adjacent  to  the  high  Road,  with  , 
the  very  Earth  that  he  had  heaped  up  along  the 
Extent  of  that  Road.  He  then  repeated  this  Mix¬ 
ture  from  Year  to  Year,  and  at  laft  acquired  the 
fined  Crop  of  Corn  in  all  thofe  Parts.  He  enjoyed 
the  Beneftts  of  this  induftrious  Improvement  for  the 
fpace  of  forty  Years,  though  not  without  the  Envy 
of  his  Neighbours,  who  were  fo  ridiculous  as  to 
charge  him  with  magical  Practices. 

Chevalier,  This  little  Piece  of  Hiftory  very  much 
refembles  that  of  Furius  Crefinus^  which  the  Count 
lately  gave  me  an  Oportunity  of  reading,  in  Pliwj 
the  Naturalift 

Prior,  I  may  poflibly  have  read  it  too,  though 
I  don’t  recolleà  it  at  prefent. 

Chevalier.  Th\sCreftnus  had  received  his  Freedom, 
and  he  afterward  purchafed  a  Piece  of  Ground, 
from  which  he  acquired,  by  indefatigable  Labour^ 
much  finer  Harvefts  than  any  of  his  Neighbours, 
who  had  the  larged  Trails  of  Land.  Thcfe  ail 
beheld  him  with  jealous  Eyes,  and  accufed  him  with 
having  Recourfeto  Incantations,  in  order  to  improve 
his  own  Land,  by  impoverifhing  theirs.  Th^Ædile 
fummoned  him  to  appear  before  the  People  of  Ro?ne^ 
and  he  accordingly  paid  his  Attendance  with  his 
Daughter,  who  was  a  hale  Country  Girl,  in  a 
decent  Habit.  He  likewife  produced  before  his 
Judges  all  the  Equipage  of  his  Hufbandry  ;  the 
Implements  were  in  good  Condition,  the  Mattocks 
were  very  weighty,  the  Size  of  the  Plough  was 
enormous,  and  his  Oxen  were  all  fat.  Fhefe.,  fa  id  he, 

^  Lib.  18. 
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O  Romans,  are  the  magical  Inftruments  1  employ  ; 
there  are  indeed  fome  others^  which  I  am  incapable  of 
producing  ;  I  mean  the  Sweats  of  my  Brow^  and  my 
Labours  by  Day  and  Night.  This  natural  Eloquence 
gained  all  the  Votes  in  his  Favour,  and  he  was 
acquitted  by  the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  Af- 
fembly. 


CORN 
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GRAIN. 
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^he  Prior,  ^he  Chevalier. 


Chevalier,  H  E  Land  is  already  pre« 

pared,  and  requires  nothing 
now  but  the  Seed. 

Prior Seed 
ftiould  be  well  chofen  and  fteeped  in 
lixivious  Liquor  previous  to  its  Plan¬ 
tation.  The  right  Choice  of  it  confifts  in  fe- 
kdl'ing  fuch  as  have  a  promifing  Afpedl,  and  have 
been  carefully  winnow’d  and  purified  from  Tares, 
and  other  improper  Grain'.  It  will  be  prudent,  at 
particular  Times  at  leaft,  to  procure  the  Seed  from 
VoL,  IL  R  a 
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a  Soil,  feme  Leagues  diftant  from  that  in  which  we 
intend  to  fow  it  ;  tor  Corn  will  be  apt  to  degenerate 
by  being  always  planted  in  the  fame  Earth,  where 
it  exhaufts  the  Juices  that  are  agreeable  to  it  ; 
whereas  it  finds  a  new  Supply  in  Land  where  it  has 
never  been  fet. 

Chevalier.  The  inoft  perfedl  Corn  is  undoubtedly 
chofen. 

Prior,  The  Seed,  though  it  be  finely  plump  and 
free  from  all  Impurities,  fliould,  however,,  be  the 
Produce  ofa  Soil  inferior,  in  Tome  Degrees  of  Heat 
and  Fertility,  to  your  own.  The  Tranfition  from 
an  indifferent  State  to  a  better  is  eafy  ;  but  when 
an  excellent  Nourifhment  is  changed  for  one  that 


Their  Pre¬ 
paration., 


is  lefs  perfedl,  the  Nature  of  the  Seed  is  injured 
by  that  Proceeding,  and  its  thriving  State  will  be 
in  Danger  of  declining. 

Chevalier.  What  are  the  Ingredients,  Sir,  of  that 
Lixivium,  through  which,  you  fay,  the  Seed  mult 
pafs  before  its  Plantation  ? 

Prior.  Seeds  are  properly  prepared  by 
palling  them  thro’  a  Lixivium  of  quick- 
Lime,  or  by  fleeping  them  five  or  fix 
Hours  in  a  Brine  made  for  that  Purpofe.  It  is  ufual 
to  pour  into  a  large  Bafket  a  hundred  and  twenty 
Pounds  Weight  of  Corn,  which  is  a  Quantity  fuffi- 
cient  for  fowing  an  Acre  of  Land.  The  Bafket  and 
Seed  may  be  then  plunged  for  fome  Hours  in  a  Vef- 
fel,  which,  on  that  Occafion,  mult  contain  twenty 
Pounds  of  Lime,  and  about  nine  or  ten  Pails  of 
Water.  The  Corn  fhould  afterward  be  dried  in  the 
Sun,  or  iyjiay  be  fhook  about  in  a  Veffel,  wherein 
three  Pouto  of  Salt-Petre,  or  half  that  Quantity  of 
Alum,  or  only  two  Ounces  of  Verdegreas  have  been 
dilfolved  in  Water.  Some  Perfons  ufe  Vitriol  and 
others  common  Salt. 

The  Brine  is  fometimes  compofed  of  Salts  ex- 
tradted  from  the  Afhes  of  all  Sorts  of  Plants  j  but 
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ibrrie  People  think  it  a  better  Method  to  drench 
the  Seed  in  the  Lees  of  Wine  or  the  Dregs  of  O- 
lives.  There  are  Hufbandmen  who  only  mix  their 
Corn  with  bruifed  Lime,  and  fow  both  the  one  and 
the  other,  leaving  to  the  Air  and  Rain  the  Care  of 
dlfperfing  the  Saks  and  Spirits  of  this  Intermixture, 
under  the  Furrows. 

Chevalier.  Thefe  Methods  are  not  new,  but  were 
approved  even  in  Virgil^s  Time^  ;  for  that  great 
Poet  declares, 

Pve  feen  the  Seed  oft  temper’d  for  the  Soil., 

IVith  poinant  Nitre  y  or  the  Lees  of  Oil. 

Pri  or.  Their  Efficacy  has  always  been  confirmed 
by  Experience.  This  Brine  fortifies  the  Corn  a- 
gainft  feveral  Diftempers,  to  which  it  Is  obnoxiouSé 
The  bracky  Flavour  it  diffufes,  difgufts,  and  chafes 
away  the  Worms,  and  Moles,  and  Field-Mice,  that 
would  otherwife  devour  the  Corn  in  the  Earth.  Ex¬ 
perience  has  likewife  made  it  evident,  that  all  lixivi¬ 
ated  Seeds  are  improved  in  their  Fertility,  and  ren¬ 
der’d  more  fuccefsful.  There  are  fome  Hufbandmen 
who  are  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  the  good  Eife6ls 
of  their  preparatory  Compofition,  that  inftead  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  Pounds  of  Corn,  they  only  em¬ 
ploy  two  thirds,  or  even  but  half  that  Quantity  ; 
and  mix  for  each  Acre  fixty  or  feventy  Pounds  of 
Corn  with  chopp’d  Straw,  that  the  Hand  of  the 
:  Sower  may  be  filled  as  ufual. 

A  fingle  Grain,  in  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Pre- 
:  paration,  has  been  frequently  known  to  fhoot  up 
'  feven  or  eight  Stems,  each  of  which  has  fupporced 
I  an  Ear  which  contain’d  more  than  fifty  Grains.  The 
!  Number  of  Stems  produced  by  one  Seed  is  forne- 
times  prodigious,  and  they  have  amounted  to  more 
i  than  thirty 

'  *  Semina  vidi  equidem  multos  medicare  ferentes. 

Et  nitro  prius,  aut  nigra  perfuadere  amurca.  Georg,  i. 


f  Malpighi  Anatom,  Plant. 
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Chevalier.  I  have  heard  you  fay,  Sir,  that  there 
is  but  one  Bud  in  each  Seed. 

Prior.  The  Number  of  Stems,  produced  from  one 
Grain  of  Corn,  is  a  Fa6l  too  well  attefted  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  Doubt.  This  Fa61:  therefore,  and  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  others,  make  it  evident  that  I  entertained  a 
wrong  Opinion  ;  and  that  inftead  of  only  one  Bud 
in  each  Grain,  there  is  really  a  Racquet  of  them  ; 
the  moll  exterior  of  which  flioots  out  firft,  and  de- 
ftroys  all  the  reft  by  engrofling  the  Nourifhment 
from  them,  unlefs  the  adjacent  Earth  be  impreg¬ 
nated  with  a  fufficient  Supply  of  vegetable  Princi¬ 
ples  for  their  Support.  This  Profufion  of  Buds, 
which  are  unfolded  in  Proportion  to  the  Qiiantity  of 
Salts  and  other  nutri mental  Aids  acquired  by  them 
in  the  Earth,  may  be  confidered  as  an  Invitation  to 
us  to  be  inquifitive  after  the  beft  Expedients  for  their 
Improvement. 

Chevalier.  We  have  an  ample  Supply  of  all  the 
different  Species  of  Salts,  and  ’tis  poffible  that  we 
may  hereafter  be  able  to  furnifh  the  Earth,  at  a  fmall 
Expence,  with  that  particular  Species  and  juft  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Salt,  as  will  be  Efficient  to  promote  its 
Fertility  for  many  Years,  and  without  the  leaft  In- 
termiffion. 

Prior.  Its  Produce  would  then  be  increafed  to  a 
third,  or  perhaps  one  Half  more  than  it  now  affords. 

Chevalier.  We  muft,  however,  purfue  the  old 
Methods  till  thefe  Difeoveries  are  obtained  ;  and  I 
Jhall  now  be  glad  to  know  the  proper  Time  for 
lowing. 

Pfior.  The  Species  of  Corn  that  are 
fown  before  the  Winter-Seafon  are  the 
autumnal  Wheat,  Barley  and  Rye.  I  fuppofe.  Sir,  you 
are  not  unacquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Wheat  in 
general,  but  there  are  fome  Species  of  it  that  are  not 
very  common,  as  the  red  and  white  Pollard 'Wheat, 
the  former  of  which  is  fown  in  Spring,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter 
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ttr  is  fown  in  Dauphiné  and  Flanders  ;  Touzelle^ 
which  is  common  in  Languedoc ^  and  Spelt,  which 
the  Germans  ufe  more  than  ourfelves. 

Rye  is  the  Food  of  the  poor  People,  „  ^ 
and  thrives  in  the  worft  Soils  and  the  ^ 
dried  Years.  Its  refrefhing  Qualities  are  frequently 
an  Inducement  to  feveral  Perfons  to  intermix  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  it  with  Wheat,  which  it  renders  more 
tender  and  agreeable,  and  adds  to  it  a  pleafing  Frefh- 
nefs.  The  dry  and  degenerate  Kind  of  Rye,  which  is 
called  horned  or  Spur- Corn,  is  only  fit  to  be  thrown 
away  *,  and  it  occafions  fatal  Diftempers  in  thofe- 
Countries  where  it  is  ufed  by  the  Inhabitants. 

Starch-Corn  or  autumnal  Barley,  is  ^ 

fown  before  the  Winter-Seafon.  The 
Spike  of  this  Grain  has  four  Sides,  Vv^hereas  the  com¬ 
mon  Barley  has  only  two.  It  is  cut  in  the  Month 
of  June^  and  proves  very  ferviceable  to  poor  People 
till  the  Harveft  fupplies  them  with  their  Winter  Pro- 
vifion.  It  may  be  cut  while  it  continues  green,  and 
it  fhoots  up  two  or  three  Times.  Horfes  are  equally 
fond  of  the  Straw  and  the  Grain. 

The  fmall  Grains  which  are  fown  in  March  are 
Oats  and  Barley,  Lentils  and  little  round  Beans. 

The  Oat- Harveft  is  an  important  Ar¬ 
ticle  in  Commerce,  becaufethis  Grain  is 
the  principal  Food  of  Horfes.  It  is  likewife  made  into  a 
faiutary  Gruel  when  it  has  been  clear’d  from  its  Hulk. 

Chevalier,  What  can  be  the  Ufe  of  that  large 
wooden  Roller  which  is  drawn  by  a  Horfe  over  a 
Field  of  Oats  that  are  newly  fhot  up  ? 

Prior,  It  compreftes  too  lax  a  Soil  clofe  to  the 
Roots,  and  by  rendering  the  Surface  a  little  com- 
padl,  prevents  all  immoderate  Evaporation  during 
the  firft:  Heats. 

Barley,  though  it  be  not  altogether  fo 
ufeful  as  Rye,  is  the  Nourifhment  of  a 
Multitude  of  Animals.  The  Spaniards  feed  their 
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Horfes  with  it  inftead  of  Oats,  and  it  makes  fine 
Bread,  tho’  the  Tafte  of  it  is  not  very  agreeable  to 
thole  who  have  not  been  habituated  to  it.  This 
Grain  is  likewife  the  principal  Ingredient  of  Beer, 
and  it  furnifhes  us  with  Ptifanes,  Gruels,  and  refrefh- 
ing  Creams. 

Chevalier,  That  agreeable  Water,  which  we  call 
Qrgeat,,  is  undoubtedly  made  with  this  Grain. 

Prior.  A  Pafle  compofed  of  Barley- Meal  may 
Be  one  of  its  Ingredients,  if  you  pleafe  ;  but  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  made  with  Melon-Seeds  mixed  with  Sugar 
and  fome  fcented  Water. 

Lentils,  little  round  Beans,  Lupines  or  wild  Peafe, 
and  feveral  other  Species  of  fmall  Grain,  are  either 
fown  apart  or  intermixed  at  Pleafure.  Their  Straw 
affords  a  good  Food  for  Beafts  of  Burden,  Cows  and 
Sheep,  and  the  Grain  itfelf  is  given  to.  Horfes,  Swine 
and  Fowls.  Lentils,  which  are  fo  much  difre- 
garded  in  the  Country,  are  in  great  Efteem  at  Paris^ 
and  contribute,  at  leaft,  to  the  Regularity  of  the 
Courfes  brought  to  our  Tables. 

Black  or  Saracen  Corn,  which,  according  to  the 
common  Tradition,  was  imported  on  our  Coafts 
by  the  Saracens,,  when  they  came  to  infult  us  to¬ 
ward  the  Expiration  of  the  firff;  Race  of  our  Kings, 
is  a  fmall  lable  Grain  of  a  triangular  Form.  It; 
proves  an  agreeable  Food  to  Fowls,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  Phcafants,  and  its  Flowers  afford  the  Bees 
a  delicious  Regale. 

,  Millet  is  the  fmalleft  Species  of  Corn, 

^  *  and,  among  other  Ufes  to  which  it  is 

appropriated,  it  fupplies  Canary  Ortolans 

with  their  moft  delightful  Nourifhmenr. 

Panic,  or  bearded  Corn,  which  ought 
not  to  be  confounded  with  the  bearded 
Corn  which  is  made  into  excellent  Bread,  is  a  Spe¬ 
cies  of  large  Millet,  whofe  Stem  rifes  to  the  Height 
of  eight  or  nine  Feeto 

‘  Rice^ 


Theftemof  rMay^  containmgy  tentlipart  Mays  or  Turkey  Cor.r>  lialf  y  fize  of  its 
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Rice,  which  is  but  Jittîe  cultivated  in 
France^  delights  in  Shade,  and  in  Lands 
that  are  rather  moift  than  far.  It  might,  in  fomeMea- 
fure,  be  advantageous  tofow  this  Grain  in  our  marfhy 
Lani^  which  are  fo  ufelefs  at  prefent.  Rice  is  a  very 
nourilhing  Diet,  and  much  ufed  in  Soops.  It  is  the 
ufual  Food  of  the  Eaftern  People,  and  the  Chinefe  brew 
it  into  a  Drink,  which  fervesthem  inftead  of  Wine. 

Mayz,  or  "îiirky  Corn,  is  a  large  Grain 
almoft  round,  fomething angular,  and  a- 
bout  the  Size  of  a  common  Pea.  One  Species  of  it  is 
yellow,  another  red,  and  a  third  Sort  is  coloured  like 
Marble.  The  Complexion  of  its  Skin  is  extremely 
varied.  It  affords  a  very  white  and  fometimes  a  yel¬ 
low!  (h  Meal,  and  its  Tafte  is  renderM  agreeable  by 
Ufe.  It  proves  a  good  Ingredient  in  Ragoûts,  and 
may  be  made  into  Bread  and  Cakes.  ’Lis  culfomary, 
likewife,  to  boil  it  ;  and  this  is  the  Manner  in  which 
the  People  of  Afia  and  America  prepare  it  for  their 
Tables.  This  Corn  acquires  a  very  large  Growth, 
and  may  be  employed  inftead  of  the  Generality  of 
lefter  Grains  ufually  given  to  Animals.  It  fliootsout 
four,  five,  and  fometimes  fix  Stems,  like  Reeds  ;  thefe 
rife  about  feven  Feet  high,  and  contain  a  rich  Pith  or 
Syrup,  from  which  a  real  Sugar  may  be  extradited. 
Each  Stem  fupports  two  or  three  Spikes  four  or  five 
Fingers  in  Height,  and  which  are  enfolded  in  feve- 
ral  large  Skins,  almoft  as  ftrong  as  Parchment  ;  by 
Means  of  which  the  Grains  are  preferved  from  all 
Humidity,  and  the  Depredations  of  Birds.  Every 
Spike  is  compofed  of  eight  Sides  or  Ranges,  each 
of  which  contains  thirty  Grains  •,  the  whole  Eight 
yield  two  hundred  and  forty  ;  the  Produdt  therefore 
of  one  Stem  generally  exceeds  feven  hundred  ;  and 
if  we  reckon  no  more  than  three  Stems,  the  Grains 
they  produce  will  amount  to  above  two  thoufand  ; 
and  all  thefe  fpring  from  the  fingle  Grain  that  was 
planted  in  the  parth. 

R  4  This 
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This  prodigious  Fecundity,  in  Conjundlion  with 
the  beneficial  Qualities  of  the  Grain,  has  already 
induced  the  Hufbandmen  to  plant  it  in  feveral  of 
our  Southern  Provinces  \  aud  they  have  derived 
great  Advantages  from  their  Labours,  efpecially 
with  Refpe6t  to  their  Poultry.  The  Harvefi:  of 
this  Corn  is  not  only  much  more  abundant  but  like- 
wife  more  certain  than  any  other  ;  and  its  Goodnels 
is  more  unimpaired  by  the  Generality  of  thofe  Dif- 
tempers  that  prove  deftruftive  to  other  Grain.  You 
fee.  Sir,  there  are  fome  Countries  where  Experi¬ 
ments  are  made  without  any  Detriment  ;  but  this 
happens  not  to  be  our  Method.  We  begin  with 
condemning  every  Practice  that  is  not  eftablifhed 
among  us,  and  are  generally  fo  modeft  as  to  ima¬ 
gine  our  Conduct  to  be  the  Model  of  what  is  proper 
to  be  done. 

Thefe,  my  dear  Chevalier,  are  the  different  Spe^ 
cies  of  nutrimental  Grain  ;  but  there  are  other  Seed§ 
which  are  planted  to  great  Advantage  in  feveral  of 
our  Lands, 

^  ,  Thefe  are,  firff,  the  oily  Seeds  which 

are  lown  toward  Spring.  1  he  chier 
of  thefe  are  Cole- feed,  which  produces  a  Species  of 
Cabbage  ;  Rape- feed,  which  muft  not  be  confound¬ 
ed  with  the  Seed  of  Turneps  ;  Sefamum  and  Pop¬ 
py-feed.  Thefe  are  all  produdlive  of  Oil  for 
Lamps,  and  likewife  for  the  dreffing  of  Wool. 
The  Oil  extradfed  from  Camomile  and  feveral  other 
Plants  is  ufed  in  miedicinal  Preparations,  and  the 
Poppy- Oil  is  eaten  in  feveral  Provinces. 

Chevalier,  Is  there  not  Reafon  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  its  proving  as  foporiferous  as  Opium,  which  is 
l}k  ewife  extradfed  from  Poppies  ? 

Prior.  I  don’t  believe  it  comparable  to  the  Oil  of 
Provence.,  but  it  is  daily  eaten  without  any  prejudi¬ 
cial  Elfedf.  The  Opium,  which  flows  from  an  In- 
cifipn  made  in  the  Head  of  a  Poppy  almoft  ripe, 

is 
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is  intirely  different  from  the  Oil  which  is  drawn 
from  the  Seed. 

After  this  Account  of  the  oily  Seeds,  it  will  be 
proper  to  take  Notice  of  the  various  C^affes  of  Plants 
that  are  fown  in  open  Lands  ;  as  Saffron,  Sen  vie. 
Hops,  Hemp,  Woad,  Tobacco  and  feveral  others. 

Saffron,  which  is  the  beft  Revenue 
of  fome  Provinces,  and  particularly  of 
Part  of  Gaiinois  where  it  grows  in  Perfection,  is  a 
Plant  that  rifes  from  a  bulbous  Root  :  At  the  End 
of  two  Years  it  will  bloffom  in  the  Months  of 
temher  and  October,  1  he  Flowers  are  beautiful,  and 
bear  a  Pointai  which  rifes  from  their  Bottom  and  is 
divided  into  three  Branches,  which  are  called  Darts. 
Thefe  are  the  only  Parts  of  the  Flower  that  are  ufed, 
as  being  what  is  properly  called  the  Saffron.  It  is 
employed  by  Dyers,  and  our  Cooks  fometimes  ufe 
it  to  colour  their  Ragoûts  with  a  light  red.  In  a 
Word,  it  is  exceedingly  efteemed  by  the  Northern 
People. 

Senvie  is  a  very  fmall  Grain  yielding 
a  yellow  Farina,  which,  with  an  Inter- 
mixture  of  Vinegar  or  new  Wine  to  corredl  its  Poi- 
nancy,  is  what  we  call  Muftard. 

Hops,  which  are  propagated  from 
Seed,  Sets  and  Roots,  produce  a  Flower^^^^P^* 
that  gives  Strength  to  Beer,  and  chiefly  ntributes  to 
its  Agreeablenefs.  They  accomplifli  their  Growth 
by  twining  round  long  Poles  in  cultivated  Lands, 
which  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  Hopr 
Grounds.  The  Ufe  which  is  made  of  Hops  in  the 
Liquor  drank  in  cold  Countries,  and  the  Manner  of 
raiflng  them  on  Props,  has  given  the  Plant  the  Ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Northern  Vine. 

I  fhall  not  acquaint  you  with  any  Particulars  re¬ 
lating  to  Hemp  and  Flax,  fince  they  have  been  the 
Subjed  of  a  former  Converfation 
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Woad,  Madder  a^d  Weld,  arefown 
in  feveral  of  our  Provinces  for  the  Ufe 
of  Dyers.  Woad,  which  islikewife  called  Wade,  is 
properly  a  Pafte  made  with  the  powdered  Leaves  of 
a  Plant  that  is  fown  in  ftrong  Soils  and  a  hot  Cli¬ 
mate  like  Languedoc^  where  it  is  much  cultivated. 
The  Leaves  of  this  Plant  are  firft  bruifed,  and  then 
fteeped  in  Water  for  feveral  fucceffive  Months.  The 
Sediment,  which  finks  to  the  Bottom,  is  worked  into 
a  Pafle,  and  then  fent  to  the  Dyers. 

The  little  Woad  of  Normandy  ou]y  differs  from 
the  other  as  it  is  a  leffer  Plant,  and  is  likewife  pre¬ 
pared  with  fome  Variation  from  the  other  Method. 
This  Pafte,  which  affords  a  blue  Dye,  is  the  Bafis 
of  moft  other  Tindlures.  Indigo,  which  produces 
a  more  perfe^ff  blue,  is  not  a  P^fte  of  pulverized 
Leaves,  but  the  Juice  or  Sediment  of  a  Plant,  which 
has  been  immerfed  for  fome  Time  in  Water.  The 
Plant  itfelf  is  cultivated  both  in  the  Eaji  and  Wejl- 
Indies. 

The  Roots  of  Weld  furnifli  a  red  Dye. 
The  Plant  flourifhes  in  light  and  moift: 
Soils,  and  in  Marfhes  that  have  been  drain’d.  We 
may  form  a  Judgment  of  its  Nature  by  its  fuccefsful 
Growth  in  the  Ifland  of  Zeland,  from  whence  we 
are  furnifhed  with  the  fineft  Species, 

'  Madder  is  another  Plant  which  is 

Madder.  eafily  cultivated  in  light  Soils  -,  it  affords 

a  yellow  Tindure,  and  is  likewife  an  Ingredient  in 
green  and  other  Dyes. 

The  laft  Clafs  of  Seeds  fown  in  arable 
Lands  is  that  ofTefil,  or  i^^///^r’sThiftle. 
a  e.  ihaggy  Heads  of  this  Plant  are  ufeful 

in  railing  the  Nap  on  Woollen-Cloth,  and  rendering 
it  impenetrable  to  the  Air,  by  Means  of  the  delicate 
Down  with  which  they  cover  all  the  Surface  of  that 
Manufadure.  This  Plant  profpers  beft  in  a  light 
Soil. 

Chevalier, 


Weld. 
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Chevalier,  I  have  feen  Tobacco,  which  is  fo 
much  ufed,  thrive  to  Perfeflion  in  very  bad  Land, 
it  ought  to  be  confign’d  to  thofe  Provinces  where 
the  Soil  is  unfertile,  and  which  the  Cultivation  of 
this  Plant  would  certainly  enrich. 

Prior,  There  are  Varieties  of  other  ufeful  Seeds, 
whofe  Nature  correfponds  with  the  Quality  of  fuch 
Land  as  you  have  mention’d,  as  you  may  judge  by 
the  Detail  I  have  given  you  of  the  feveral  Species. 
All  Sorts  of  Soils  are  capable  of  Melioration,  and 
the  Facility  in  choofing  proper  Seed  for  that  Effedt 
has  occafioned  thofe  prudent  Regulations,  which 
have  limited  the  Culture  of  Tobacco  to  our  foreign 
Settlements  -,  fince  it  is  often  the  only  Plant  which 
can  be  raifed  there  with  any  conliderable  Advan- 
tage. 

Chevalier,  Will  you  be  fo  good.  Sir,  as  to  in- 
I  form  me  when  the  Ufe  of  Tobacco  was  originally 
'  introduced  among  us  ?  I  have  been  told  that  it  has 
:  not  been  very  long  in  Vogue. 

I  Prior,  In  the  Year  1560,  Monfieur  Nicot^  who 
i  refided  in  Portugal^  in  the  Quality  of  hiftoncai 
Ambaffador  from  the  Court  of  France,  Account  of 
fow’d  Part  of  his  Garden  with  the  Seeds  Tobacco. 

!  of  this  Plant,  which  he  had  received  of  fome  cu- 
1  rious  Perfons,  who  brought  them  from  a  Part  of 
I  Mexico,  called  Tobacco  ;  and  where  the  Natives 
I  diftinguifhed  the  Plant  by  the  Name  of  Petun, 

I  The  extraordinary  Succefs,  which  attended  the 
I  Application  of  its  Leaves  to  fome  particular  Ul- 
'  cers,  gave  it  the  Reputation  of  an  excellent  Vul- 
i  nerary.^  Monfieur  Nicot  fent  this  Plant  to  Qiieen 
Catharine  ot  Medicis,  and  from  thefe  Circumftances 
it  acquired  the  feveral  fucceffive  Names  oï  ê>ueen"s 
j  Herb,  Nicotiana,  Petun,  and  Tobacco  -,  the  laft  of 
I  which  Names  it  has  imparted  to  one  of  the  little 
;  Antilles,  where  it  lucceeds  better  than  in  any  other 
I  Country,  its  different  Ufes  are  now  univerfally 
f  .  known  j 

I 
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known  -,  it  refembles  our  Henbane  of  Canada  in  its 
principal  Operation,  which  confifts  in  ftimulating 
the  Nerves,  and  affeding  them  with  a  Kind  of  con- 
vulfive  Motion. 

Chevalier,  Can  this  Motion,  which  feems  to  be 
an  Irregularity  forced  upon  Nature,  be  produdive 
of  any  good  Effed  ? 

Prior,  It  undoubtedly  is  qualified  to  free  us  from 
any  redundant  Humour  -,  and  it  then  becomes  a 
falutary  Remedy.  But  is  there  any  Reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  Health  can  only  be  fecured  by  a  confiant 
Recourfe  to  this  Remedy  ;  or  can  we  imagine  we 
derive  any  real  Relief  from  being  every  Moment 
affeded  with  Convulfions  ? 

Let  us, ho wever, refume  our  Subjed.  Of 
all  the  different  Seeds  we  have  mention’d, 
fome  are  planted  fingle,  others  in  Pairs 
and  in  Holes  equally  diftant  from  one  another.  A 
third  Sort  is  fown  either  with  a  fingle  or  a  double 
Call,  and  this  latter  Method  is  ufed  with  Corn.  When 
the  HuJfbandman  has  broken  his  Land  into  fmall 
Parts  either  for  Wheat  or  Rye,  which  are  fown  in  the 
Months  of  September  and  Oblohery  or  for  the  March 
Grains  which  are  fet  in  that  Month,  and  likewife  in 
Âpril  ;  inftead  of  being  fo  fuperftitious  as  to  wait  for 
any  certain  Period  of  the  Moon,  which  would  caufe 
him  to  lofe  the  fine  Days  that  are  prefented  to  him, 
he  fiftens  his  long  Bag  before  him,  into  which  he 
pours  a  Meafure  of  the  Grain,  and  winds  the  Extre¬ 
mity  of  the  Bag  round  his  left  Arm,  that  he  may 
have  it  at  his  full  Command  -,  he  then  fills  his  other 
Hand,  advances  in  a  dired  Line,  and  fcatters  the 
Seed  with  a  circular  Call  by  carrying  his  Hand  to 
his  left  Shoulder  :  He  afterward  fills  his  Hand  a  fé¬ 
cond  Time,  and  direds  its  Motion  by  that  of  his 
right  Foot.  In  this  Manner  does  he  proceed,  and 
with  a  Movement  whofe  Jufinefs  and  Regularity 
are  very  pleafing  to  the  Eye  of  a  Spedator. 

Chevalier^ 
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Chevalier.  Is  Pleafure  then  confulted  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  Motion  ? 

Prior.  By  no  Means,  Sir  ;  and  the  Exaélnefs 
with  which  he  performs  it  is  only  calculated  for  the 
equal  Diftribution  of  the  Seed.  When  he  has  filled 
one  Space  of  Ground,  he  turns  off  into  a  new  Line 
whofe  Diftance  from  the  other  is  adjufted  by  the 
Extent  of  the  Caft.  The  Corn  begins  to  vege¬ 
tate  when  it  has  been  four  and  twenty  Hours  in  the 
Earth. 

When  the  Article  of  fowing  is  completed,  the 
Hufbandman  begins  to  enjoy  fome  Refpite  from  his 
Labour  :  And  one  of  his  greateft  Satisfadions,  at 
that  Time,  is  to  walk  over  his  Ground  and  fee  a 
Field,  that  was  dry  and  naked  a  few  Days  ago,  en¬ 
tirely  covered  with  a  beautiful  Verdure.  His  Heart 
then  exults  with  Joy  at  thefe  favourable  Omens  of  a 
fertile  Harveft. 

Chevalier.  Let  us  attend  him  in  his  Walk  and 
fhare  his  Contemplation  on  the  Progrefs  made  by 
the  Grain,  from  the  Moment  it  is  firft  unfolded  till 
the  Seafon  when  its  Fruit  appears. 

Prior.  This  amiable  Operation  of  Nature  begins 
to  be  withdrawn  from  our  View,  and  the  Seafon, 
when  by  opening  the  Earth  I  could  have  (hewn 
you  the  Seed  newly  fhot  forth,  is  unhappily  elapfed. 
I,  however,  have  found  out  an  Expedient  for  pro¬ 
curing  you  a  Sight  of  this  Procefs,  without  any 
Difficulty.  I  have  caufed  feveral  Grains  of  Corn, 
and  Seeds  of  all  Kinds,  to  fhoot  forth  in  the  open 
Air,  without  any  Affiflance  from  the  Earth  -,  and 
will  now  acquaint  you  with  the  Method  for  ob¬ 
taining  this  EfFed.  You  are  to  lay  the  Seed  on 
a  light  Spread  of  Wool,  which  mull  be  fupported 
by  a  leaden  Plate  pierced  through  with  feveral 
Holes,  which  ought  to  be  fomething  large.  When 
this  Plate  is  placed  over  a  great  Veflel  always  filled 
with  dear  Water,  and  which  ought  frequently  to  be 
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renew’d  it  will  draw  up  a  Mbifture  into  the  Wool* 
which  performs  the  Functions  of  Earth  to  the  Seeds. 
Thefe  will  begin  to  fhoot  in  a  few  Days,  and  their 
Roots  will  be  gradually  extended  to  the  Water  ; 
and  though  they  will  then  acquire  fewer  Juices  than 
they  would  imbibe  from  the  Earth,  they  will  how¬ 
ever  be  fuccefsful  in  their  Vegetation  ;  efpecially 
if  the  Water  be  changed,  and  likewife  intermixed 
with  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Salt.  1  have  compared 
the  Circumftances  which  attend  the  Seeds  in  the 
Wool,  with  thofe  that  occur  to  them  in  the  Earth, 
and  find  the  Procefs  to  be  much  the  fame.- 

When  a  Seed  has  been  in  the  Ground  about  two 
Days,  the  Juices  which  fwell  it  are  communicated 
to  the  Bud,  and  caufe  it  to  fhoot.  This  Bud  is  al¬ 
ways  lodged  in  one  of  the  extreme  Parts  of  the  Seed  -, 
and  that  Portion  of  it  which  lyes  near  the  Surface, 
is  the  little  Root  of  the  future  Plant.  That  Part  of 
the  Bud  which  is  next  to  the  inward  Subftance  of 
the  Seed,  is  the  Stem  and  Head  of  the  Plant.  The 
Generality  of  Seeds  are  compofed  of  two  Pieces 
called  Lobes,  and  which  are  at  firft  united  by  a 
common  Foldage,  whofe  Texture  is  more  or  lefs 
fubftantial.  When  the  Seed  is  fwelled  by  the  Juices 
of  the  Earth,  the  Lobes  burft  their  Covering,  in 
Confequence  of  which  they  are  feparated  from  each 
other  *,  and  they  then  furnifh  the  young  Plant  with 
the  fine  milky  Nourifhment  with  which  they  are 
impregnated.  They  are  likewife  ftrengthened  by 
the  Procefs  of  Vegetation  *,  they  fhoot  out  of  the 
Earth,  in  order  to  perform  the  Office  of  feminal 
Leaves  to  the  Plant,  and  wither  away  when  it  has 
exhaufted  them  of  their  nutrimental  Fluid,  and  no 
longer  needs  their  Affiftance.  You  will  obferve 
every  Particular  of  this  Progrefs  in  feveral  Species 
of  Beans,  as  alfo  in  Peafe,  and  the  Seeds  of  Citruls 
and  Melons  -,  and  1  think  the  Inftances  I  have  now 

offered  are  fufficient.  . . 

There 
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There  are  other  Seeds  whofe  Foldage  is  not  fe- 
parated  into  two  Parts,  in  order  to  furnifh  the  two  firft 
Leaves  ;  and  tho’  it  fupplies  the  tender  Plant  with  its 
original  Nourifhmcnt,  it  continues  in  the  Earth,  where 
it  (brinks  into  W rinkles,  and  withers  in  Proportion  to 
the  Strength  the  Plant  acquires,  by  extradling  more 
fubftantial  Juices  from  the  Soil.  You  will  experience 
this  Procefs  in  Wheat  and  Millet,  which  I  have  careful¬ 
ly  traced  in  their  different  AccefTions  of  Growth. 

When  a  Grain  of  Corn  has  been  de- 
pofited  in  the  Earth  for  the  Space  of 
twenty  four  Hours,  the  Bud  ufually  be¬ 
gins  to  difengage  itfelf  from  the  Subftance  of  the 
Grain,  and  fhoots  out  its  Root  and  Stem.  The 
Root  is  at  firft  wrapt  up  in  a  Kind  of  Purfe,  thro* 
which  it  forces  its  Way.  Two  other  Roots  fpring 
forth  in  a  lateral  Diredion,,  within  a  few  Days,  and 
burff  through  the  Texture  that  cover’d  them.  Each 
of  the  three  Roots  is  (bagged  with  a  Number  of 
Fibres,  which  clofely  twine  about  the  faline  Parti¬ 
cles  of  Earth  that  are  prefented  to  them  in  their  Pro- 
grefs,  and  extrad  from  them  whatever  is  capable 
of  nourifhing  the  young  Plant,  in  Conjundion  with 
the  Fluids  it  ftill  derives  from  the  inward  Subffance 
of  the  Seed,  to  whofe  Bottom  the  Plant  extends  fe- 
veral  fmall  Filaments. 

The  Stem  (hoots  upward,  in  as  dired 
a  Line  as  it  poffibly  can  form,  while  the 
terreftrial  Juices  habituate  the  Root  to  defcend,  by 
infinuating  themfelves  into  its  Pores.  The  fame  Juices 
are  likewife  inftrumental  in  raifing  the  Stem,  while 
the  Air,  by  flowing  into  its  Pores,  promotes  the  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  Diredion.  The  Body  of  the  Plant 
afcends  infenfibly  thro’  a  little  Tegument  that  pre- 
ferves  it.  Thefe  Sorts  of  Teguments  are  very  common 
in  Plants  ;  they  likewife  encompafs  the  Generality  of 
Flowers  ;  and  we  may  obferve  them  folded  round 
the  Buds  of  Leaves  in  Trees,  They  are  fometimes 

*  3  ^  lengthen’d 
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lengthened  like  a  fécond  Growth  of  feminal  Leaves^ 
as  is  very  evident  in  the  expanding  Gems  of  the 
Chefnut-Tree  ;  but  they  foon  wither,  when  no 
Danger  attends  the  Plant  that  was  configned  to 
their  Care. 

The  Corn  will  begin  to  fhoot  a  little 
verdant  Point  out  of  the  Earth,  about 
the  fixth  Day  after  its  Plantation.  This  feeble  Stem 
is  only  a  Pacquet  of  Leaves  folded  over  one  ano¬ 
ther  around  the  Spike,  which  ftill  continues  invifi- 
ble  and  is  lodged  in  the  Heart.  The  firft  Leaf  of 
this  Pacquet  opens  a  little  toward  the  Point,  but  its 
lower  Part  is  always  roll’d  up  in  the  hard  Covering 
from  whence  it  fprings.  Some  Days  after  this  Pro- 
cefs,  the  Foldage  of  the  Seed,  though  it  has  ftill 
fome  Remains  of  a  milky  Fluid,  begins  to  fhrink 
and  fail  into  Wrinkles. 

The  Purfe  which'  inclofed  the  Roots  begins  to 
wither  away,  and  all  thefe  tranfient  Pieces  foon  die 
and  difappear,  when  they  have  accomplifhed  the 
Fundlions  for  which  they  were  appointed. 

if  we  clear  away  the  Tegument  of  the  Seed, 
and  retrench  the  Foldage  from  whence  the  Roots 
have  fhot,  as  well  as  that  which  emitted  the  Pac¬ 
quet  of  long  Leaves,  we  fhall  have  nothing  left  but 
the  Pacquet  itfelf,  which  contains  the  green  Leaves 
and  the  real  Stem.  Thefe  Leaves,  when  they  arc 
unfolded  in  a  proper  Manner,  will  difeover  the  firft 
Rudiments  of  four  Tubes  which  compofe  the  Stem, 
and  at  whofe  Extremity  the  Bud  of  the  Spike  will 
appear.  From  the  firft  Knot,  which  is  neareft  to  the 
Roots,  a  Leaf  fprings  forth  and  performs  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  a  Covering  to  a  fécond  Tube.  Another 
Leaf  likewife  rifes  from  the  fécond  Knot,  and  wraps 
itfelf  round  the  third  Tube.  The  third  Knot  pro¬ 
duces  another  Leaf  which  enclofes  a  fourth  Tube, 
together  with  the  Spike.  T  he  Space  lx  tween  the 
firtt  aad  fécond  Knot,  neareft  tiie  Roots,  is  then 

much 
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fiilich  larger  than  the  Interval  that  feparates  the  fé¬ 
cond  Knot  from  the  third.  On  the  uppermoft  of 
thefe  T ubes,  which  are  joined  into  one  another,  rifes 
the  Spike,  which  is  eafily  diflinguifhed  by  the 
Roundnefs  and  Tranfparency  of  its  little  Grains,  that 
refemble  fo  many  Pearls. 

When  the  green  Leaves  of  thé  Corn  have  acquired 
fo  much  Thicknefs  at  thé  Return  of  Spring,  as  to 
make  it  probable,  that  the  Stem  will  be  impaired 
and  crufhed  down  under  the  Weight  of  the  Spike  ; 
the  Hufbandman  introduces  a  Flock  of  Sheep  ^ 
into  his  Field  to  nibble  off  the  Points  of  the  Foliage, 
which  ought  to  be  confumed  in  a  fhort  Time  ;  and 
this  Expedient  fortifies  the  Stem  which  is  inclofed 
by  thofe  Leaves. 

The  Growth  of  Cotn  now  begins  to  be  fecured  : 
The  Spike  rifes  from  the  Covering  that  fheltered  it 
!  from  the  Inclemency  of  a  cold  and  inconftant  Air  ^ 

!  The  different  Lodgments  that  are  to  contain  the  fu¬ 
ture  Grains  begin  to  be  enlarged,  and  they  fhoot  out 
two  Kinds  of  Piftils,  to  receive  the  Powder  from 
the  Knot  of  Chives  that  appear  in  a  higher  Situation, 
and  impart  Fertility  to  the  Buds*  When  none  of 
this  Powder  happens  to  be  difcharged,  the  Buds  are 
unprodu6live,  and  the  Covering,  with  its  Contents, 

■  remains  flat  and  ufelefs. 

.  When  the  Buds  have  lengthen’d  and  dilated  that 
'  meally  Subftance,  to  which  they  are  united  by 
Branches  that  may  be  called  the  feminal  Roots, 

I  the  Foidage,  and  like  wife  the  firft  Leaves,  which 
i  extradled  from  the  Earth  and  Air  fuch  Juices 
;  and  Spirits  as  were  proportioned  to  the  deli- 
j  cate  Texture  of  the  Stem,  begin  to  wither  away  ; 
l|  and  as  the  Stem  is  then  ftrengthened,  it  ope- 
i  rates  with  more  Vigour  by  itfelf.  It  divefls  the 
IÎ  Leaves  of  their  nutrimental  Juices,  which  it  en- 

I  *  — —  Ne  gravidis  procumbat  culmus  ariftis, 

Luxuriem  fegetum  tenera  depafcit  in  herba.  Gear?,  i 
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greffes  to  itfelf,  tho’  in  Reality  they  are  only  to 
rich  the  Spike  which  it  bears. 

Chevalier,  When  you  have  fortified  the  Stem,  Sir, 
as  much  as  you  pleafe,  it  will  only  have  a  Breadth 
of  two  Twelfths  of  an  Inch  to  ftrengthen  a  Height 
of  four  or  five  Feet,  and  fometimes  more.  How 
is  it  poffible  then  for  fo  weak  a  T runk  to  fupport  the 
Spike  with  all  its  Grain  ?  My  Life  depends  on  the 
Prefervation  of  this  Plant,  and  when  I  confider, 
that  the  leaft  Wind  lays  it  low,  it  creates  me  fome 
Inquietude. 

Prior,  I  confefs  you  have  Reafon  to  be  furprized^ 
that  fo  precious  a  Spike  fhould  be  fuftained  by  fuch 
a  flender  and  lofty  Stem,  which  is  deftitute  of 
Shelter  and  Support,  and  is  planted  in  the  Midfi  of 
a  vafl  Field,  where  all  the  Winds  have  alternately 
their  full  Play.  Let  us  therefore  inquire  what 
Reafons  can  be  affigned  for  fo  extraordinary  a 
Stru6lure. 

Corn  afeends  more  than  moft  Species  of  Grain, 
and  even  to  the  Height  of  four  or  five  Feet,  that  it 
may  rife  above  a  putrifying  Humidity,  which  ex¬ 
hales  from  the  Earth,  and  whofe  Effedls  are  very 
perceptible  after  the  Clofe  of  Day,  when  the  noc¬ 
turnal  Cold  condenfes  this  moift  Vapour  and  pre¬ 
vents  its  Diffipation.  Were  the  Grain  lodged  at  a 
lefs  Diftance  from  the  Earth,  the  watry  Steam 
would  caufe  it  to  bud  forth  with  too  much  Precipi¬ 
tation. 

This  lofty  Stem  has  only  two  Twelfths  of  an  Inch 
for  its  Diameter  ;  but  this  Proportion  is  adjufted  by 
the  niceft  GEconomy,  fince  a  fmall  Field  is  hereby 
qualified  to  contain  a  great  Number  of  Spikes  :  But 
as  lank  as  this  Stem  appears,  it  has  been  formed  by 
an  Art  that  preferves  it  for  the  Space  of  five  Months, 
uninjured  by  the  Fluctuations  of  Air.  Four  Knots, 
of  a  folid  Subftance,  and  which  refemble  ftrong 
Bands,  fallen  it  fufficiently,  without  depriving  it  of 
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fts  due  Flexibility  *,  and  it  continues  capable  of 
bending  without  breaking,  under  the  common 
I  Gales  of  Wind,  or  even  beneath  the  formidable 
i  Force  of  impetuous  and  fudden  Blafts  ;  fince  its 
Knots  enable  it  to  recover  its  former  Pofition,  in 
the  returning  Calm.  ît  is  a  pleafing  Sight  to  be¬ 
hold  the  eafy  Undulations  of  this  Foreft  of  SpikeSj 
which  gently  fink  with  each  fucceffive  Flow  of  Air, 
and  feem  to  roll  like  the  Waves  of  an  immenfe 
Ocean* 

The  fame  wife  Precaution  has  been  employed  in 
the  formation  of  the  Spike,  in  which  the  Grains  are 
ranged  one  above  another  at  equal  Diftances,  that 
the  Nourilhment  may  be  equally  diftributed  among 
them.  They  are  likewife  concealed  and  fecured 
under  different  Coverings,  which  are  fubftantial 
enough  to  weaken  the  Force  of  the  Sun-Beams,  and 
are  fo  compaélly  joined  together,  as  to  exclude  and 
throw  off  the  Dews  and  Rain  which  would  other- 
wife  caufe  them  to  fhoot  forth.  Several  of  thefe 
Coverings  terminate  in  as  many  Points  of  different 
Degrees  in  Length,  and  which,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome  Perfons,  are  little  Canals,  appointed  for  the 
Introdudion  of  a  proper  Quantity  of  Air  into  each 
Cell  ;  others  think  they  form  a  Palifade  againfl  the 
Ravages  of  Birds  I  am  very  inclinable  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thefe  Points  or  Beards  of  Corn,  are  in¬ 
tended  to  break  the  Force  of  Rain-Drops,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which,  they  are  difeharged  from  each 
Side  inftead  of  finking  in  toward  the  Bottom  of  the 
Cells  of  the  feveral  Grains,  which  would  be  rotted 
by  a  Continuance  of  Moifture  among  them. 

Nothing  is  more  noxious  to  the  Spike  , , 
than  violent  Winds  and  Mildews,  which  ^ 

latter  are  a  fmall  vifeous  Rain,  whofe  Parts,  that  are 
moft  impregnated  with  Sulphur,  adhere  in  dif- 

*  Contra  avium  ininorum  morfum  mvUliuniur  vallo  arifta- 

pm.  Cie,  dt  '' 
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ferent  Quantities  to  fome  particular  Stems,  where 
they  are  glewed  while  the  Water  flows  down.  The 
Sun,  which  afterward  heats  this  gummy  and  com- 
buftible  Fluid,  renders  it  fo  a6live  and  penetrating, 
that  it  burns  the  Stem  and  converts  the  Grains  into 
a  Kind  of  Cinder  or  black  Powder,  whofe  Inter¬ 
mixture  with  the  good  Corn  is  deftrueftive  to  its 
Growth. 

Chevalier.  Is  there  no  Remedy  againfl:  this  Dif- 
after  ^ 

Prior.  As  to  Tempefts,  which  are  appointed  for 
our  Punifhment  and  Probation,  neither  Force,  In- 
duftry,  nor  any  other  Precaution,  will  avail  againfl: 
them  :  But  the  pernicious  Effedls  of  Mildev/s  may 
be  prevented  by  a  long  Cord,  drawn  by  two  Per¬ 
lons  fucceflively  over  all  the  Spikes  in  a  Field  ; 
and  by  ftrongly  lhaking  off  the  fmall  Rain  before 
it  has  been  inflamed  by  the  Sun. 

eHarveft  Corn  at  lafl:  aflTumes  its  golden 

e  ar\e  .  j^ot  tohave  Recourle  to 

the  Sickle,  till  the  yellow  Complexion  of  the  Harvefl: 
begins  to  deepen  into  a  red,  and  the  Grain,  by  un¬ 
folding  its  Covering,  invites  us  to  gather  it  in,  and 
prevent  its  fpontaneous  Fall.  ’Tis  then  that  a  Number 
of  officious  Hands  tender  us  their  Services,  and  are 
willingly  blackened  in  the  glowing  Sunffiine,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cut  down  and  bind  our  Sheaves.  The  poor  La¬ 
bourers,  by  thefe  Means,  fecure  themfclves  a  Share 
of  this  beneficial  Grain,  v/hich  was  denied  them  by 
their  deflitute  Circumftances  of  Life,  and  the  Infer¬ 
tility  of  their  native  Provinces.  They  pafs  frorri 
Places  where  the  Harvefl:  is  completed,  to  thofe 
Parts  where  it  proves  more  tardy,  and  clofe  the 
Scene  of  their  Labours  with  the  March  Grain. 
Thefe  good  People  revifit  their  beloved  Families  in 
Autumn,  and  no  longer  dread  the  Approach  of  the 
melancholy  Seafon  of  Winter.  Their  Labours  have 
fupplied  them  with  Bread,  and  an  eafy  Satisfaéfion 
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of  ÎMind  -,  and  they  have  now  acquired  a  SufEci- 
ency  to  free  themfelves  from  the  Importunities  of 
Taxmen. 

Chevalier.  The  Poor  as  well  as  the  Rich  are  now 
crowned  with  Plenty  ;  but  as  we  ought  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  preferving  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  I  mud  in¬ 
treat  you,  Sir,  to  refrefh  my  Memory  with  the 
Obfervations  you  formerly  made,  in  a  tranfient 
Manner,  on  the  Methods  of  ftoring  up  Corn  for  a 
Length  of  Time. 

Prior.  Corn  is  very  different  from  Fruits,  with 
Refpedl  to  the  Manner  of  its  Preferva-  Methods  for 
tion.  As  thefe  latter  are  only  intended  preferving 
for  our  Refrefh  ment,  in  the  Courfe  of  Corn, 
j  their  Succefiions  for  a  few  Weeks,  and,  at  mod,  can 
I  only  be  preferved  through  the  enfuing  Winter  ;  all 
I  their  Covering  is  but  a  light  Robe,  which,  however, 
is  proportion’d  to  the  Nature  of  the  Seafon  in  which 
we  are  allow’d  their  Enjoyment  :  Corn,  on  the 
other  Hand,  which  is  to  be  our  Nourifhment  in  all 
Seafons,  indead  of  being  clothed  v/ith  a  flight  and 
pliant  Array,  enfolds  and  fecures  the  Meal  that  is 
to  be  our  future  Support  in  a  drong  and  fubdan- 
tial  Texture,  in  Confequence  of  which  it  continues 
good  for  feveral  Years,  and  is  qualified  for  Tranf- 
portation  to  other  Lands  that  need  it  ;  to  which  we 
may  add,  that  it  is  hereby  rendered  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  referved  in  publick  Granaries,  for  preffing  Oc- 
cafions,  and  of  being  kept  for  feveral  Centuries. 

The  fird  Method  of  preferving  Corn  is  to  let  it 
remain  in  the  Spike,  which  is  its  natural  Manfion, 
i  and  furnifhes  us  with  the  only  Expedient  for  con- 
veying  it  to  the  Iflands  and  Provinces  of  America^ 
that  folicit  us  for  a  Supply  of  this  Food.  But  if 
li  we  negled  to  fend  it  to  them  in  the  Ear,  as  well  as 
li  in  clofe  Cafks,  it  will  evaporate  its  Subdance  and 
t  be  unproduélive  whenever  it  happens  to  be  planted. 
[  The  Inhabitants  of  thofe  remote  Countries  fow  it 
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in  the  Ear  for  its  better  Prefervation,  and  raife  it  to 
Maturity  by  that  Precaution  but  this  Method  of 
preferving  it  would  be  attended  with  feveral  Incon- 
veniencies  among  us.  Corn  is  apt  either  to  rot  or 
fhoot  up,  when  there  is  the  lead:  Intermixture  of 
Humidity  in  the  Heap.  It  is  likewife  infefted  by 
Legions  of  Rats,  who,  amidft  the  Security  they 
derive  from  the  Solitude  of  the  Granary,  confume 
the  Labours  of  our  Hands  without  the  lead;  Mo- 
leftation  ;  and  the  Detriment  is  frequently  very 
great  before  it  happens  to  be  difeovered.  Our 
Want  of  Straw  likewife  obliges  us  to  feparate  the 
Grain  from  the  Ear,  and  which  is  performed  by 
ranging' one  Sheaf  by  another  on  the  Barn-Floor, 
and  ftrongly  threfhing  them  with  Flails.  The  An¬ 
cients  difengaged  the  Corn  from  the  Ear,  by  cauf* 
ing  an  Ox  to  trample  upon  the  Sheaves,  or  by 
drawing  a  heavy  Carriage  over  them,  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  fame  Effedt.  The  Italians  and  Gafeoigns 
{till  employ  Wains  or  Sledges  in  this  Manner.  The 
^ufks  crufh  the  Ears  of  Corn  with  broad  Planks 
planted  with  Iron  Spikes  or  fharp  Flints  \  but  no¬ 
thing  has  been  yet  found  to  be  more  effedtual  than 
the  Arm  of  a  ffrong  Threfher,  who,  by  rearing 
aloft  the  Staff  on  which  the  Flail  is  hung,  difeharges 
a  Stroke  on  the  Sheaves  with  a  Strength  propor¬ 
tionable  to  the  Height  from  which  the  Flail  de- 
feends. 

The  fécond  .  Method  of  preferving  Corn,  is  to 
turn  and  winnow  it  frequently  when  it  is  out  of 
the  Ear,  and  likewife  to  remove  it  from  one  Place 
to  another  with  a  Shovel,  or  to  pour  it  through  a 
Trough  or  MilfHopper,  wide  at  the  Top  and 
narrow  at  the  Bottom,  into  others  placed  below, 
and  from  whence  it  is  again  raifed  by  a  Crane,  or 
fome  other  Machine  to  the  upper  Floor.  When  the 
Corn  has  been  thus  moved  and  aired,  every  fifteen 
Days  for  the  firft  fix  Months,  it  will  require  lefs  La¬ 
bour 
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hour  for  the  future,  if  Care  be  taken  to  lodge  it  in 
a  dry  Place.  The  Air  and  Motion  are  fufficient 
to  preferve  it  in  a  moift  Seafon  from  Heat  and 
Dult,  as  likewife  from  Mites.  But  if  thefe  Infers 
are  permitted  to  Aide  into  the  Heap,  and  continue 
there  for  any  Length  of  Time,  they  will  foon  fwarm 
like  Ant-Hills,  and  their  Devaftations  will  reduce 
the  Corn  to  a  Heap  of  Duft.  Perpetual  War, 
therefore,  muft  be  declared  againft  thefe  Invaders 
by  moving  the  Grain  anew,  and  rubbing  the 
Places  adjacent  to  it  with  Oils  and  Herbs  of  fuch 
a  ürong  Odour,  as  will  be  fufficient  to  chafe  them 
away.  Garlick  and  dwarf-Elder  are  very  effec¬ 
tual  on  this  Occafion.  Thefe  Animals  may  like¬ 
wife  be  expofed  to  the  open  Sun,  which  immedi¬ 
ately  kills  them  *,  or  the  Heap  of  Corn  may  be  con- 
fign’d  to  a  Brood  of  Chickens  who  will  quit  the 
Grain,  as  *tis  reported,  to  prey  upon  the  Mites  as 
fafl  as  they  appear. 

Chevalier.  Before  we  intruft  the  Corn  to  their 
Vigilance,  it  would  be  proper  to  offer  them  a  cer¬ 
tain  Number  of  Grains,  mixed  with  fome  of  the 
Mites,  that  we  may  be  fatished  whether  the  Fowls 
adl  with  Integrity. 

Prior.  I  have  known  a  Farmer  depend  on  their 
Fidelity  -,  but  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  make  the 
Experiment. 

When  the  Corn  has  been  preferved  from  all  Im¬ 
purities  for  the  Space  of  two  Years,  and  has  ex¬ 
haled  all  its  Fire,  it  may  be  kept  for  forty,  fifty,  or 
even  a  hundred  Years,  by  lodging  it  in  Pits  co¬ 
vered  with  ftrong  Planks,  clofely  joined  together  ; 
but  the  fafer  Method  js  to  cover  the  Heap  with  a 
thin  Surface  of  quick  Lime,  which  fhould  be  dif- 
folved  by  fprinkling  it  over  with  a  fmall  Quantity 
of  Water.  This  Lime  caufes  the  Grains  to  fiioot 
to  the  Depth  of  two  or  three  Fingers^  and  inclofes 
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them  with  an  Incruftation,  through  which  neither 
Air  nor  Infeâis  can  penetrate. 

Chevalier.  I  am  furprized  at  the  different  States 
through  which  Corn  paffes,  as  well  as  at  the  Dan¬ 
gers  to  which  it  is  obnoxious  and  the  Care  it  re¬ 
quires  from  Man,  before  it  can  be  fit  for  his  Nou- 
rifhment. 

Prior.  We  have  had  Recourfe  to  a  thoufand  Ex¬ 
pedients  to  fecure  the  Enjoyment  of  this  Grain,  and 
to  alleviate  the  Labours  it  cods  us.  We  employ 
hard  and  polifhed  Inftruments  to  facilitate  the  Toil 
of  rearing  it,  and  confign  the  mod  painful  Part  of 
the  Fatigue  to  Horfes  and  Oxen.  We  accelerate 
the  necelfary  Motions  and  Difpatch  of  Hufbandry 
by  Wheels  and  Leavers,-  and  a  hundred  other  Mar 
chines  which  are  ufeful  in  gathering,  threfhing, 
tranfporting,  grinding  and  baking.  But  as  dexterous 
and  inventive  as  Man  has  been  for  the  Mitigation 
of  his  Labours,  and  the  frugal  Management  of  his 
Time;  Corn,  which  is  the  bed  and  mod  neceffary 
Nourifhment,  obliges  him  to  fubmit  to  a  perpetual 
flound  of  inevitable  Toils.  ’Tis  here  that  the  Deity 
has  made  NeceiTity  prevail  over  Indolence  more 
than  in  any  other  Indance  whatever  ;  and  tho’  his 
Providence  alone  increafes  what  Man  endeavours 
to  propagate  by  Plantation  and  Culture,  he  is  more 
defirous  to  conceal  his  Gifts  and  Benedidions  under 
the  Vail  of  huiTian  Labour,  than  to  render  us  in¬ 
active  by  fupplying  us  with  a  condant  Flow  of  Li¬ 
beralities,  which  would  only  cod  us  the  Pain?  of 
collecting  them  together. 
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^he  Count.  Countess. 

T’he  Prior.  T^he  Chevalier. 


Count,  H  E  Declivity  of  the  Hill  begins 

to  be  difagreeable,  and  we  fhall 
walk  with  more  Satisfadlion,  on 
the  moffy  Turf  that  borders  the 
Vines  ;  where  we  may  take  a 
View  of  what  the  Year  is  like  to  afford  us. 

Chevalier,  The  Mountains  that  continually  rife  in 
our  Way  are  very  incommodious,  and  as  the  Earth 
is  allotted  to  us  for  our  Habitation,  would  it  not  af¬ 
ford  us  a  more  amiable  Appearance,  were  it  laid 
out  in  one  continued  Level  ? 

Countefs,  Letmedefire  you.  Sir,  not  to  entertain 
any  unfavourable  Opinion  of  Mountains  and  Hills  ; 

fince 
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fince  they  prefent  us  with  pleafjng  Views  and  fur- 
priflng  Amphitheatres,  that  enliVen  our  FafTage  with 
a  Number  of  fine  Varieties.  They  likewife  render 
our  Habitations  infinitely  more  agreeable,  and  ad- 
ininifter  Complaints  to  none  but  Travellers. 

Count.  The  Extent  of  our  Domain  is  increafed 
and  almoft  doubled  by  thefe  majeftic  Elevations. 

,  .  -  -  Prior.  Were  we  only  to  enjoy  Plains, 

nefs  of  Hills  fiiould  foon  be  deftitute  of  many  Ac¬ 

commodations.  The  Hand,which  form¬ 
ed  this  Globe  of  Earth,  has  diver fified  irs  Surface 
with  a  Wifdom  that  attradls  our  Admiration  and 
Gratitude,  in  Proportion  to  our  Perceptions  of  its 
Beauty.  The  great  Creator  did  not  think  it  fufficient 
to  afford  us  an  Extent  of  level  Soils,  endued  with  all 
the  Qualities  that  are  requifite  for  the  Produdfion  of 
the  various  Species  of  Grain,  that  furnifh  us  with  our 
chief  Subfiftence  -,  but  he  has  likewife  raifed  Hills  and 
Mountains,  at  proper  Intervals  of  Diftance,  to  fupply 
us  with  favourable  Situations  for  Vines,  and  other 
Plants  that  require  ftrong  Reflexions  of  Light  to 
complete  the  Maturity  of  their  Fruits.  Take  a  View 
of  all  that  Land  which  defeends  in  a  Slant,  in  order 
to  receive  a  diredt  Emanation  of  the  folar  Rays,  which 
would  be  tranfmitted  in  oblique  Lines  to  a  Plain. 
May  not  thefe  Declivities  be  confidered  as  fo  many 
grand  Efpaliers  which  invite  us  to  embellifh  them  *, 
and  where  the  Vigour  of  the  reflected  Beams  is  united 
with  the  Purity  of  an  open  Air?  This  Almighty 
Eland,  therefore,  is  equally  beneficent  and  mafterly 
in  its  Operations,  and  has  imparted,  as  you  may 
obferve,  a  Number  of  Graces  and  ufeful  Qualities, 
to  thofe  Portions  of  Land  which  feem  to  be  irregu¬ 
lar  at  the  firfl  View. 

Count.  The  various  Advantages,  that  refult  from 
fvlountains,  furnifh  us  with  fome  of  the  finefl:  Sub- 
jedfs  for  Converfation  *,  and  we  perhaps  may  take  an 
Opportunity  to  fatisfy  the  Curiofity  of  our  dear  Che¬ 
valier 
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valier  on  that  Article  *,  but,  at  prefent,  we  fhall 
make  a  fufficient  Apology  for  Mountains,  by  de¬ 
claring  them  to  be  inftrumental  in  fupplying  us 
with  Wine. 

Chevalier.  If  they  render  us  fuch  Services  as  thefe, 
they  no  longer  ought  to  be  the  Subjedf  of  any  Com¬ 
plaints  ;  but  is  the  Vine  incapable  of  Cultivation  on 
a  level  Soil  ? 

Count.  It  is  feldom  very  fuccefsful  there,  foras 
Virgil  obferves, 

Bacchus,  on  airy  Hills.,  with  Pleafure  fours 

^he  rich  Profusion  of  his  chojen  Stores 

I  may  add  too,  that  it  will  not  profper  on  all 
Sorts  of  Hills,  for  which  Reafon  it  is  ufually  planted 
on  fuch  as  have  either  an  Eajiern  or  a  Southern  Af- 
pe6l,  provided  the  Land  be  properly  tempered  in 
other  Refpedls. 

Countefs.  The  Sight  of  thefe  dry  Hills  and  hang¬ 
ing  Lands,  which  are  incapable  of  being  cultivated 
by  the  Plough,  would  incline  one  to  believe  they 
are  all  unfertile  ;  and  yet  they  are  yearly  covered 
with  the  fineft  Verdure,  and  prefent  us  with  the  moft 
delicious  of  all  Fruits, 

Prior.  The  fame  Motive  to  Admiration,  which 
we  difcover  in  the  lean  Soil  that  nourifhes  the  Vine, 
is  equally  evident  in  the  Plant  itfelf,  which  fupplies 
us  with  Wine.  Who,  till  the  Fad  had  been  ex¬ 
perienced,  could  ever  have  imagined  that  a  Growth 
of  defpicable  Wood,  more  deformed  and  brittle 
than  any  other  Clafs  of  Plants,  and  the  moft  ufe- 
lefs  of  all  when  cut  down,  fhould  yet  be  capable  of 
producing  fo  exquifite  a  Liquor  !  If  we  only  plant 
it  in  a  dry  and  fandy  Soil,  which  difcovers  all  the 
outward  Marks  of  Sterility,  this  very  Soil,  when 
it  has  once  been  diluted  with  moderate  Dews,  will 

* - — apertos 

Bacchus  amat  coUes.  Ceor^.  i , 
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unfold  a  Multitude  of  CJufters  that  fwell  with  a  de¬ 
licate  and  fprightly  Juice,  for  the  Accommodation 
of  Man.  From  whence  has  the  Vine  derived  a 
Set  of  Qualities  fo  fuperior  to  its  mean  Original,  and 
the  Drin^fs  of  its  native  Earth  ?  By  whom  has  it 
been  animated  with  fuch  a  Flow  of  Spirits,  and  with 
fo  much  Fire?  And  by  what  Precaution  has  its 
Juice  been  qualified  to  preferve  fuch  extraordinary 
Vigour  and  Perfedlion  for  many  Years  -,  to  remain 
uninjured  at  the  Shocks  of  Carriages  and  Tranfpor- 
tations  to  difiant  Lands,  and  to  be  converted  into 
a  Liquor  (till  more  ftrong  and  penetrating,  and 
which  has  received  a  thoufand  Variations  from  Cu- 
riofity  and  Experience  ? 

Countefs.  I  amnot  fo  much  furprized 
Source  of  Joy.  the  Produdion  and  agreeable  Fla¬ 
vour  of  \Vine,  as  I  am  at  its  beneficial 
Effedls.  Other  Liquors,  whether  natural  or  artifi¬ 
cial,  as  Beer,  Cyder,  Tea,  Chocolate  and  Coffee, 
create  Silence  and  ferions  Airs  for  the  Generality, 
and  confign  thofe  who  drink  them,  to  a  melancholy 
Caft  of  Mind.  If  they  fometimes  affemble  a  Com¬ 
pany  around  them,  the  Converfation  either  afiTumes 
a  moralizing  Turn  of  Gloominefs,  or  degenerates 
into  an  infipid  Flow  of  Politics,  which  fometimes 
ends  in  a  difobliging  Warmth  of  Argument.  But 
it  is  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  Wine  to  introduce  Vi¬ 
vacity  and  Joy  wherever  it  appears.  It  unfetters  the 
Tongue,  invigorates  the  Mind,  and  prompts  the 
Heart  to  utter  its  pleafing  Tranquillity  in  chearful 
Songs. 

Prior.  As  Wine  is  the  infallible  Source  of  Joy, 
it  may  confequently  be  confidered  as  the  Soul  of  all 
our  Feafls.  No  Entertainment  can  be  agreeable, 
without  the  Miniftration  of  this  generous  Liquor. 
Wine  alone  is  fufficient  to  compenfate  the  Want  of 
many  exquifite  Dainties,  but  nothing  can  be  fub- 
ilituted  to  any  Satisfadion  in  its  room,  and  no 

Varieties 
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Varieties  have  Merit  enough  to  reconcile  the  Com¬ 
pany  to  its  ALbfence. 

Count.  We  may  add  to  thefe  excellent  Qualities, 
that  it  diffufes  an  Air  of  Serenity  thro’  all  the  Fea¬ 
tures  by  its  DifTipation  of  Sadnefs,  and  every  Cloud 
that  penfive  Mufings  had  drawn  over  the  Mind. 
It  brings  inveterate  Enemies  together,  and  caufes 
them  to  revifit  each  other  with  an  Air  of  Opennefs 
and  Unconftraint.  Anger  no  longer  lightens  in  their 
Eyes*,  they  grow  confcious  of  a  mutual  Amiable- 
nefs,  and  all  their  Averfion  difappears  in  a  reviving 
Friendlhip,  Wine,  by  thefe  Means,  becomes  the 
perfuafive  Mediator  of  the  fofteft  Reconciliations, 
and  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  mofl:  en¬ 
gaging  Bands  of  Society. 

Prior.  It  likewife  proves  the  moft  effedual  Sup¬ 
port  to  Man,  in  the  Courfe  of  his  fatiguing  Em¬ 
ployments  *,  either  by  caufing  him  to  enter  upon 
them  with  Alacrity,  or  by  a  fudden  Reitoration  of 
the  Vigour  he  had  exhaufted  in  their  Accomplifh- 
ment.  The  Deity,  amidft  the  rigid  Labours  to  which 
he  has  made  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  Man  to  fub- 
mit,  was  unwilling  to  overwhelm  him  with  their 
WTight  or  to  leave  him  deftitute  amidft  the  Gloom 
of  his  melancholy  Thoughts.  While  his  Providence 
difpofesthe  Earth  tofurnifh  the  induftrious  Hufband- 
man  with  fuch  Bread  as  is  qualified  to  nourifti  and 
ftrengthen  him  *,  it  likewife  prepares  for  him  a  Li¬ 
quor  which  gladdens  his  Heart  and  reconciles  him 
to  all  his  Toils.  Take  a  View  of  that  poor  Man, 
who  bends  under  the  Burden  of  Wood  that  loads 
him,  and  labours  on  with  a  flow  and  unfteady  Pace. 
Two  Glafles  of  Wine,  dedudled  from  the  Collation 
I  fee  preparing  for  us  in  this  agreeable  Meadow, 
will  be  fufficient  to  change  the  Anxiety  of  his  Air, 
and  the  pamtul  Manner  of  his  March,  in  an  Inftant. 
In  fliort,  the  Alteration  will  be  fo  extraordinary, 

that 
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that  you  would  hardly  believe  him  to  be  the  fame 
Perfon. 

Chevalier.  The  Experiment  fhali  be  made  im¬ 
mediately,  and  I  intend  to  charge  myfelf  with  the 
Cup-bearer’s  Office. 

Prior.  Inftead  of  the  dejeded  Mien  which  dif- 
figured  his  Countenance  a  Moment  ago,  the  Wine 
has  fpirited  his  Features  with  an  Air  of  Gaiety,  and 
fuch  a  Freffinefs  of  Colour,  as  neither  Eflences  nor 
Paint  can  imitate.  Bread  ftrengthens  a  Man  for 
his  Work,  but  Wine  enables  him  to  a61;  with  Vi¬ 
vacity  and  renders  his  Labour  agreeable.  The 
Soul,  which  before  was  involved  in  a  black  Melan* 
cholly,  feems  to  revive  at  the  chearing  Draught. 
She  re-afllimes  her  Powers,  fheds  her  Energy  thro^ 
every  Part,  difpenfes  Agility  to  the  Feet,  and 
teaches  the  Lips  to  fpeak  the  Language  of  Joy. 
All  her  Anxieties  are  no  more  remember’d  ;  fhe  is 
infpired  with  lively  Ideas,  and  the  Timidity  which 
feemed  to  contradl  her  Faculties,  by  confining  her 
to  the  Profpe6f:  of  her  Pains,  immediately  refigns 
its  Empire  to  foothing  Hopes  and  fteady  Refo- 
lution. 

Countefs.  I  have  difeovered  another  Property  in 
Wine.  It  is  fo  exceeding  friendly  to  Man,  that  it 
varies  its  Flavour  agreeably  to  our  Difpofitions. 
If  we  are  bleffed  with  a  State  of  Health,  Wine  de¬ 
lights  the  Smell,  regales  the  Palate,  ftrengthens  the 
Stomach,  and  feems  to  intimate  to  us  its  Confor¬ 
mity  to  our  Wants.  But  if  we  happen  to  be  indif- 
pofed,  its  inchanting  Flavour  is  changed  to  an  infup- 
portable  Bitternefs  ;  and  it  then  feems  to  inform  us, 
in  the  moft  obliging  Manner,  that  its  Qualities 
would  increafe  our  Diforder. 

Chevalier.  And  yet  the  Wine  itfelf  has  not  fuf- 
tained  any  Alteration. 

Prior.  The  Change  is  accomplifhed  only  in  our- 
felves.  But  is  it  poffible  for  i^s  to  mifapprehend 
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that  wife  Œconomy  which  has  difcharged  us  from 
the  trouble  of  tedious  Examinations,  and  uncertain 
Conjedtures,  with  Refped  to  what  Food  may  be 
benehcial  or  injurious  to  us,  fince  the  fame  Œcono¬ 
my  has  made  fo  admirable  a  Regulation  of  our  Diet, 
by  the  compendious  Method  of  pleafing  Anticipa¬ 
tions  and  falutary  Difgufts  ? 

Chevalier.  You  have  given  Wine  its  due  Com¬ 
mendations  -,  but  it  is  not  always  a  beneficial  Li¬ 
quor.  It  renders  fome  People  extravagant,  and 
even  works  them  into  Madnefs  ;  and  I  have  heard 
fome  Perfons  fay  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
Mankind,  were  all  the  Vines  in  general  rooted 
up. 

Countefs.  The  moft  nourifhing  Food  will  occafion 
Diftempers,  when  we  ufe  it  wdth  Immoderation. 
The  Abufe  of  W^ine,  therefore,  is  not  a  fufficient 
Reafon  for  fupprefiing  it  entirely. 

Prior,  We  have  frequently  heard  of  'pretended 
Philofophers  and  unjuft  Law-givers  ;  fuch  as  Pen- 
theus*,,  Domitian-^y  Moham7ned\\y  who  have 
endeavoured  to  deprive  Mankind  of  a  Benefit  af¬ 
forded  them  by  the  Creator,  though  he  was  not 
unconfcious  that  it  would  be  fubject  to  fome  Abufe, 
Thofe  Perfons,  therefore,  are  mod  extravagantly 
partial  to  themfelves  when  they  affedt  to  be  wifer 
than  their  Maker,  and  to  eradicate  the  Vine  which 
he  himfelf  has  planted  for  the  Solace  of  our  Labours. 
Wine  is  never  negledled  by  any  Nations  when  they 
can  procure  it,  either  by  Cultivation  or  Commerce. 
The  Ufe  of  k  is  equally  ancient  and  extenfive,  fince 
it  is  diffufed  over  all  the  Earth,  and  afcends,  at 
lead,  as  high  as  'Noaby  the  common  Father  of  all 
Nations. 

*  Olid,  Metam. 

-j-  Cedren.  &  Eufeh.  Chron. 

I  See  the  Koran  of  Mohammed^ 
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Countefs,  I  fhould  be  extremely  pleafed  to  heaf 
thè  Hiftory  of  the  Progrefs  of  thè  Vine  and  it5 
Juice.  The  Chevalier,  likewife,  has  in  Inclination 
to  be  entertained  vi^ith  the  Mannet  of  planting  and 
cultivating  Vines,  together  with  the  Particulars  of 
a  Vintage.  Let  us,  therefore,  be  feàted  5  the  Prior 
will  favour  us  with  the  Hiftory  of  this  Plant  *,  and 
his  Lordftiip,  who  has  cultivated  moft  of  the  Spe¬ 
cies  we  uftially  fee,  will  acquaint  us  with  the  propef 
Methods  of  making  Wine.  The  Prior  has  already 
told  us  that  the  Ufe  of  this  Liquor  is  as  ancient  as 
Noah  himfelf  ;  but  may  we  be  permitted  to  believe 
it  was  eftabliftied  before  the  Time  of  that  Patri¬ 
arch,  or  is  he  to  be  reputed  the  firft  Planter  of  the 
Vine  ? 

Prior.  We  may  believe,  without  the  leaft  Herefy, 
that  the  Vine  is  as  old  as  the  World  itfelf.  Noah 
was  induftrious  to  communicate  to  Mankind  the 
beft  difcoveries  he  had  made  before  the  Deluge. 
With  this  View  he  began  with  the  Renovation  of 
Agriculture,  and  as  he  devoted  his  firft  Care  to  thé 
Plantation  of  the  Vine,  and  the  Extradlion  of  its 
Juice,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  his  Motive 
to  this  Proceeding  was  the  Certainty  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  of  its  Ufefulnefs. 

Chevalier.  But  would  he  ever  have  fulfered  him¬ 
felf  to  be  intoxicated,  had  he  known  the  Nature  of 
Wine  ? 

Prior.  That  Accident  is  no  Proof  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  the  Qualities  of  the  Grape  ;  and 
we  can  only  infer  from  it,  that  its  Imprefiions  were 
more  potent  upon  him  after  a  long  Difcontinuance 
of  its  Ufe. 

But  however  that  Fa6t  may  be,  the  Propaga¬ 
tion  of  the  Vine  was  gradually  extended  from  Land 
to  Land,  by  his  Defcendants  -,  and  we  find  that  one 
of  the  principal  Parts  of  the  external  Worfhip  prac- 
tifed  by  moft  Nations,  even  in  the  remoteft  Ages, 
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fifted  in  offering  a  Tribute  of  Bread  and  Wine  to 
the  Deity,  as  an  Ad:  of  Adoration,  and  to  teftify 
their  grateful  Senfe  of  his  Goodnefs,  in  blefTing 
Mankind  with  Life  and  the  proper  Accommoda¬ 
tions  for  its  Support.  This  was  the  ufual  Oblation  ; 

:  and  v/hen  the  Blood  of  any  Vidini  was  fhed,  that 
'  Sacrihee  was  always  accompanied  with  a  Handful 
j  of  Meal  or  a  Cake  and  iikewife  a  Libation  of 
I  Wine. 

I  Thefe  Feftivals  were  celebrated  in  the  open  Fields, 

I  and  generally  on  fome  remarkable  Eminence  ;  and 
they  were  annually  renewed  at  fome  ftated  Period. 
The  Offering  was  always  fucceeded  by  a  Feaft,  to 
I  which  the  People  alfembled  to  eat  with  a  focial  Joy, 
as  a  Teltimony  of  their  mutual  Union,  and  to  in¬ 
timate  their  regarding  themfelves  as  Members  of 
one  Family,  though  in  Procefs  of  Time,  thefe 
F'eaffs  began  to  degenerate  into  Riot  and  Intern- 

O  O 

pe  ranee. 

Such  was  the  Original  of  Feftivals  of  Wine,  which 
are  fo  ancient  in  their  Inftitution,  and  were  after¬ 
ward  tranfmitted  from  Jfia  to  Europe  and  other 
Parts  of  the  World. 

Chevalier,  There  were  fome  Circumftances  in  the 
Bacchanalian  Feafts,  which  had  no  Relation  either 
i  to  Feftivals  or  Wine.  What  could  be  the  Mean- 

<  ing  of  thofe  Exclamations  of  lo  and  Evohe^  which 

<  were  fo  frequently  repeated  ?  Of  what  Ufe  were  the 
i  Thyrfe^  or  thofe  little  Spears  that  were  adorned  with 
;  twining  Flowers  and  Vine-Leaves  ?  Why  did  thofe 
\  'Who  celebrated  thefe  Wine-Feafts,  run  from  Moun- 
■1  tain  to  Mountain  and  affault  every  Animal  they 
1  met  in  their  Way  -,  and  when  they  had  hewed  them 

in  Pieces,  what  could  induce  them  to  ftain  their 

*  Mala  was  a  Barley-Cake,  wkich  they  placed  on  the  Head 
I  of  the  Viétim,  and  from  thence  the  Verb  immolare,  to  facrifice, 
i  is  derived. 

VoL.  II. 
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Faces  with  the  Blood  ?  Wine  never  prompts  People 
to  fucli  abfui'd  A6lions  as  thefe. 

Theorip-inal  Prior.  The  rnoft  probable  Conjeélure 
of  Wine-  I  Can  offer,  with  Refpe6l  to  the  Origin  of 
Feafts.  thefe  extravagant  Feftivalsjis  this:  They, 

at  firft,  were  the  Inftitutions  of  Piety  in  Honour  to 
the  true  God,  but  were  afterward  disfigured  by  the 
Circumftances  that  were  fuperadded  to  them. 

Be  pleafed  to  obferve.  Sir,  that  all  Nations  in 
general  have  a  natural  Defire  to  perpetuate  the  Re¬ 
membrance  of  great  Events,  by  annual  Reprefen- 
tations  of  them,  on  fome  Particular  Days  j  and  I 
fhall  confirm  this  Obfervation  by  one  or  two  known 
Inftances.  It  was  formerly  the  Cuftom  in  France^ 
and  it  (till  prevails  in  fome  of  our  neighbouring  Na¬ 
tions,  to  celebrate  Cbrijlmas,  Eafter,  and  fome  other 
Feftivals,  with  dramatic  Reprefentations  of  the 
Myfteries  we  adore.  And  tho’  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion,  which  entirely  refides  in  the  Heart,  and  in  a 
Life  of  Virtue  and  Integrity,  derives  but  little  Ad¬ 
vantage  from  thefe  tumultuous  Pradliccs  ;  they,  how¬ 
ever,  are  always  pleafing  to  the  People,  becaufe 
they  are  fuch  Devotions  as  amufe  them  without  any 
inordinate  Influence  on  their  PalTions.  The  Moham¬ 
medans  *,  in  their  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca^  where  they 
believe  that  JJJomael.^  the  Patriarch  of  the  Arahs^  for¬ 
merly  refided,  reprefent  the  Flight  of  Hagar  into 
the  Defert  by  fome  particular  Ceremonies.  They 
look  behind  them  and  on  each  Side,  they  fearch 
about  with  a  feeming  Inquietude,  and  afterward  ex-  I 
prefs  a  fudden  Joy,  as  if  they  had  found  what  they  i 
fought  for.  You  may  difcover  in  thefe  Ceremo¬ 
nials  fome  Traces  of  the  hiftorical  Account  of  the  | 
Well,  where  Hagar  and  her  Son  quenched  their 
Thirft.  Thefe  Examples  arc  fufficient  to  my  pre- 
fent  Purpofe. 

*■  See  Kealandh  Mohammedifm, 
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All  Antiquity  is  full  of  the  like  Ceremonies, 
Which  were  inftituted  to  preferve  the  Memorial  of 
thofe  Events  wherein  the  People  thought  themfelves 
moft  interefted.  In  the  Times  that  immediately 
fucceeded  the  Deluge,  when  the  Sons  of  Noah^  in- 
ftead  of  difperfing  themfelves  in  order  to  re-people 
the  Earth,  were  determined  to  dwell  together,  and 
employed  themfelves  in  building  in  the  Parts  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  EuphrateSi  all  the  other  Regions  re¬ 
mained  uncultivated.  Whole  Continents  were  dar- 
I  kened  with  Woods,  and  the  Animals  multiplied 
'  without  Number.  After  the  Difperfion,  when  each 
Family  began  to  be  eftablifhed  in  the  Lands  they 
had  chofen  for  their  Settlements,  the  favage  Beads 
idued  out  of  their  gloomy  Wilds  and  infeded  the 
Labours  of  the  Inhabitants  by  their  Devadations, 
fo  that  the  new  Colonies  were  never  certain  of  en¬ 
joying  either  their  Harveds,  or  the  Fruit  of  their 
Vines.  To  check  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Calamities, 
Nimrod^  the  Grandfon  of  Ham^  led  the  Youths 
of  his  Canton  to  the  Chace,  cleared  the  Country 
of  the  rapacious  Animals,  and  rofe  from  a  mighty 
Hunter  to  the  Dignity  and  Dominion  of  a  Mo¬ 
narch.  The  People,  after  his  Death,  not  only  ce¬ 
lebrated  folemn  Fedivals  at  his  Tomb,  and  fang  his 
Praifes  after  thofe  of  the  Deity,  which  introduced 
the  fird  Degeneracy  of  their  religious  Worfhip  •,  but 
'  they  likewifc  intermixed  thefe  Fedivals  with  Repre- 
t  fentations  of  thofe  famous  Huntings,  which  had  fe- 
:  cured  Fertility  and  Safety  to  the  neighbouring  Coun- 
I  tries.  They  ufually  began  with  Sacrifices  and  In- 
'  vocations  to  the  God  or  Jevoe.  They  like- 
wife  carried  a  Spear,  becaufe  they  were  advancing 
:»!  to  a  Chace  :  But  this  Spear  was  encompaded  with 
^  Flowers  and  Vine-Leaves,  becaufe  they  were  only 
)i  to  exhibit  the  Reprefentation  of  a  Chace  -,  in  con- 
Û  fequence  of  which,  they  ran  from  one  Mountain  to 
i  another,  and  gave  their  Imitations  an  Air  of  Reality, 
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by  fhedding  the  Blood  of  thofe  Beads  they  happened 
to  meet.  Thofe,  who  were  covered  with  the  greateft 
Quantity  of  Blood,  feemed  to  have  been  pre-emi¬ 
nent  in  the  Chace  :  And  as  fome  of  Nimrod’s  Ex¬ 
peditions  were  employed  in  hunting  down  the 
wild  Beads,  and  others  were  undertaken  by  him, 
with  a  View  to  inftrudl  the  People  in  the  Manner  of 
cultivating  Corn  and  Wine  ;  it  became  cudomary 
at  thefe  Feads  to  carry,  in  a  pompous  Manner, 
the  Van  with  which  they  winnowed  their  Corn  ; 
and  a  Portion  of  Wine  was  didributed  among  the 
Adidants.  No  Ceremonies  could  be  better  calcu¬ 
lated  to  perpetuate  the  Memiory  of  Nmrod’s  Ser¬ 
vices,  and  thefe  Remarks  are,  at  lead,  a  Sketch  of 
what  may  be  faid  with  Relation  to  the  Original  of 
Wine-Feads. 

Countefs.  It  is  very  eafy  to  difcover  the  Reafon 
why  they  were  always  received  with  univerfal  Ap¬ 
probation.  While  Devotion  conhds  in  taking  an 
agreeable  Progrefs  through  the  Country,  and  is  ani¬ 
mated  withchearful  Feads,  it  will  never  want  Pro- 
fedbrs.  But  let  us  proceed  in  the  Hidory  of  the 
Vine. 

Prior.  This  Plant  was  tranfmitted  from  Nfia  to 
Eut  'Ope.,  and  the  Phoenicians.,  who  were  early  Na¬ 
vigators,  efpecially  along  the  Mediterrane an 
transferred  it  to  mod  of  the  Ides  as  well  as  to  the 
Continent.  It  fucceeded  to  Admiration  in  the  Idands 
of  the  Archipelago^  and  was  afterward  introduced 
into  Greece.,  and  lUily. 

Pliny  ^  was  perfuaded  that  the  Libations  of 
Milk,  indituted  by  Romulus  and  Numa's  Prohi¬ 
bition  to  honour  the  Dead,  by  pouring  Wine  on 
their  Tombs,  made  it  evident  that  Vines  were  very 
fcarce  in  Italy  at  that  Time.  They  were  multiplied 
in  the  fucceeding  Ages  ;  and  a  Set  of  Gauls.,  who 
had  taded  the  Liciuor,  formed  a  Refolution  to  eda- 

^  Kift.  nat.  1.  14.  Scd.  14.  Cic.  pro  Fonteio^ 


blifh 


0/ VINE  s.  277 

blifh  themfelves  in  the  Countries  that  produced  it  *, 
and  inftead  of  employing  Letters  and  Exhortations 
to  engage  other  Gauls  in  the  intended  Expedition, 
they  fent  Quantities  of  Wine  to  all  the  adjacent  Parts, 
upon  which,  the  Inhabitants  of  feveral  Provinces 
immediately  quitted  the  Acorns  of  their  Forefts. 
The  Alps  were  infufficient  to  check  their  Progrefs, 
and  they  extended  their  Conquefts  along  the  two 
I  Shores  of  the  Po^  w'here  they  applied  themfelves  to 
the  Cultivation  of  the  Fig,  the  Olive,  and  the 
Grape  in  particular.  Such  was  the  Motive  to  their 
Enterprize,  and  inflead  of  blaming  our  Anceftors 
for  having  Recourfe  to  Arms,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
Enjoyment  of  Wine,  juftihcs  their  Condud*, 

by  alledging  the  Purity  of  their  Intentions,  it  has 
likewife  been  thought  that  thole  Gaiils^  who  efta- 
blifhed  their  Settlements  along  the  Po^  tranfmitted 
to  us  the  ufeful  Invention  of  preferving  Wine  in 
wooden  Veffels  exactly  clofed,  and  of  confining  it 
in  that  ftrid  Inclofure,  notwidiftanding  its  natural 
Impetuofity.  Its  Prefervation  and  TranfmilTion  to 
diftant  Parts  became  more  pradicable  from  that  Pe¬ 
riod  than  it  could  be  before, when  it  was  kept  in  earthen 
Jars  that  were  eafily  fiiatter’d,  or  in  Skins  which 
were  liable  to  be  unfewed,  or  to  grow  mouldy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Marfeilles  and  Narhon  had 
fome  Vines,  when  Gaul  was  conquered  by  Julius 
’  Cœjar  -,  but  the  Progrefs  of  their  Cultivation  was 
I  prohibited  by  Domitian  ;  and  the  Gauls^  as  well 
1:  as  the  the  Britons  and  Spaniards^  were  not  permit- 
l!  ted  to  plant  them  rill  the  Reign  of  that  excel- 
!.  lent  Emperor  Prohus  He  was  fenfible,  that  the 
[  Promotion  of  Agriculture  ought  to  be  infeparable 
1  from  a  good  Government  *,  and  that  the  Reign  of 
i  a  Prince  can  never  be  propitious,  unlefs  he  be  fe- 
I  dulous  to  procure  Plenty  and  Tranquillity  to  the 
:|  People,  of  whom  he  is  conftituted  Father.  The 

i  ^  Anno  Chrilti  282.  Vopifcus  in  Probo, 
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Plantation  of  Vineyards  in  Britany^  and  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Part  of  the  Celtic  Provinces  was  attended  with 
unfurmountable  Difficulties  on  the  Part  of  Nature  ; 
and  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Countries,  and  even  of 
the  Celtic  Gaul^  continued  to  c-xtraft  their  ufual 
D  rink  from  Barley,  for  Want  of  a  fufficient  Growth 
of  Vines  ; 

Unthriving  Vines  compelPd  the  Celtic  Swain, 

"Vo  force  a  Liquor  from  the  bearded  Grain 

But  they,  at  laft,  were  planted  by  degrees,  in  all 
Countries  where  there  was  any  Poffibility  of  their 
Succefs.  !St.  Martin  planted  one  in  Vouraine^  before 
the  Clofe  of  the  fourth  Century.  St.  Remi^  who, 
lived  at  the  latter  End  of  the  fifth  and  the  Beginning 
of  the  next  Century,  left  to  feveral  Churches,  by  his 
Will,  the  Vineyards  he  pofTefTed  in  the  Territories 
of  Rheims  and  Laon^  with  the  Slaves  he  employ’d  in 
their  Cultivation.  From  that  Time  thefe  Plants  be¬ 
gan  to  be  propagated  through  all  France^  and  they 
probably  invited  the  Franks  into  GatiU  as  they  had 
already  engaged  the  Gauls  to  fix  their  Settlements 
in  Italy.  The  other  German  Nations,  who  had  no, 
more  Conquefts  to  purfue,  endeavoured  to  open  a 
Tradt  of  Land  in  the  Black-Foreft ^  and  to  plant 
Vines  along  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine.  Hungary  had 
like  wife  its  Vineyards  *,  and  when  they  afterward 
were  propagated  in  ail  Parts,  the  Inhabitants  grew 
fatished  with  their  Condition,  and  were  no  longer 
felicitous  to  fecure  new  Settlements. 

Countefs.  Let  any  one  tell  us,  after  this  Account, 
that  Wine  is  only  fit  to  promote  Diforders  in  the 
World.  Europe  never  enjoyed  a  pleafing  State  of 
Tranquillity,  till  Vineyards  were  planted  by  its  va¬ 
rious  Iniiabitants. 

f  See  the  Epigram  addrelTed  to  Beer  by  the  Emperor  Ju¬ 
lian,  in  the  Anthohgia. 

- - —  Xf  KsArui, 
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Prior,  It  will  be  proper  to  accompany 
[  this  Hiftory  of  the  Vine,  with  a  fliort  SortTofwfne 
‘  Accountof  its  Juice.  The  different  Spe- 
:  cies  of  it  are  almoft  innumerable,  and  they  vary  in 
[  their  Colour,  their  Flavour,  their  Qualities  and  Dura- 
ij  tion.  We  may  even  fay,  that  the  Sorts  of  Wine  areas 
much  diverfified  as  the  Soils  that  produce  them  ;  they^ 
however,  may  be  all  comprehended  in  two  Claffes, 
namely,  the fweet  Wines,  and  thofe  which  are  dry 

The  fweet  Wines  are  thofe  which  have  a  rich  and 
1  racy  Flavour,  not  unlike  that  of  Honey  ;  and  their 
I  Perfedlion  confifts  in  the  Intermixture  of  an  agree- 
I  able  Bitter  with  their  native  Perfume.  Mufcadine 
j  Grapes  f  are  the  fitteft  for  thefe  Sorts  of  Wine,  but 
I  they  require  a  hot  Climate  for  the  Accomplifhment 
Î  of  their  due  Maturity.  The  Claffes  of  this  Wine, 

(  which  are  moft  efteemed  among  us,  are  thofe  of 
I  Ciutad,  and  St.  Laurence^  in  Provence  -,  of  Fron- 
(  tignan^  in  Languedoc  \  of  Condrieux,,  in  Lyonnois  y 
i  of  Arhois^  in  Burgundy  *,  of  Rivefalte^  in  Roujfillon  ; 

!  and  fomc  other  Kinds. 

Foreign  fweet  Wines  are  Foeai,,  which  grows  in 
l  a  very  fmall  Quantity,  on  a  Hill  in  Hungary  ;  Ver- 
dée^  Mufcadely  and  Montefiafcone,,  which  are  all 
Fufcan  Wines  -,  the  Greek  Wine  of  Mount  Vefu- 
vius,,  which  deepens  into  a  golden  Yellow  ;  and  the 
Lachryma,,  which  is  a  very  red  Wine,  and  is  likewife 
produced  by  the  fame  Mountain,  when  it  fufpends  its 
Devaftations  of  the  Vineyards  that  are  near  its  Sum¬ 
mit.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  Wines  of  Malaga,, 
which  are  cultivated  in  the  Parts  adjacent  to  Gi- 
hraltar  ;  together  with  thofe  of  Alicant,  and  fe- 
veral  other  Provinces  in  Spain  :  nor  muft  we  forget 
the  Wines  of  Madera,  which  is  an  Ifland  belonging 
to  the  Portuguefe,  and  is  fituated  at  the  Entrance 
into  the  Ocean.  The  bed  Canary  Wines  are  brought 

^  Vinum  dulce  :  Vinum  aufterum,  vel  feverum. 

■f  Uvæ  apiciæ,  vel  apianæ,  ab  apibus  &  mellis  fapore. 
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from  the  I  (land  of  Palma,  Malmfiy^  which  is  a 
very  thick  Wine,  is  produced  in  the  IQand  of  Candy, 
The  other  Greek  Wines  grow  in  Chios,,  Penedos, 
Mitylene,,  and  other  Ifles  in  the  Archipelago,  The 
Wine  of  SchiraSy  in  Perfia,,  is  of  the  fame  Na¬ 
ture. 

All  Wines  have  three  principal  Parts,  which 
are  Oil,  Salt,  and  volatile  Spirits.  The  Generality 
of  fweet  Wines  are  incapable  of  acquiring  that  juft 
Temperament,  v/hich  confifts  in  a  blended  Sweet- 
nefs  and  Acidity,  without  the  Operation  of  Fire. 
In  order  to  accomplirh  fuch  a  perfedl  Incorpora- 
'tion  of  their  Oil  and  Salt,  as  may  corredf  the  Foi- 
nancy  of  the  one  by  the  Sweetnefs  of  the  other, 
the  Grapes  muft  be  expofcd  to  the  Sun  on  their 
native.  Stock,  till  they  begin  to  grow  dry  j  and  to 
prevent  the  Grapes  from  deriving  any  future  Sup¬ 
ply  of  Juices  from  the  Earth,  which  would  retard 
the  Completion  of  this  Intermixture,  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  twift  the  Pedicles,  by  which  the  Bunches  are 
faftened  to  the  Vine.  The  next  Employment  will 
be  to  prefs  out  the  Liquor,  which  will  then  have 
acquired  the  Confiftence  of  a  Syrup  ;  and  thefe  are 
the  Particulars  of  the  firft  Method.  The  fécond 
confifts  in  expreffing  the  Muft  of  the  Grapes  when 
they  are  ripe,  and  in  boiling  it,  fo  as  to  caufe  a 
Sediment  to  rife  to  the  Top  of  the  Veftei  This 
Operation,  which  is  always  violent,  communicates 
a  Tafte  of  Fire  to  the  Wine,  but  it  likewife  qua¬ 
lifies  it  for  a  longer  Prefervation.  The  third  Me¬ 
thod  is  to  boil  the  Juice  of  the  Grapes,  till  it  be 
reduced  to  half  its  original  Quantity,  or  even  to 
one  third,  and  it  will  then  thicken  into  a  very  tena¬ 
cious  Syrup.  ’ 

*  Aut  dulcis  Mufti  vulcano  deccquit  humorem, 

Et  foliis  undam  tepidi  defpumat  aheni.  Georg,  i . 

Or  the  rich  Mujî  his  timely  Care  proclaims^ 

While  he  refines  it  o  er  the  crackling  Flames. 


The 
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The  Care  which  is  taken  to  dephlegmate  the 
Wine,  by  the  two  firft  Methods,  evaporates  moft 
of  its  volatile  Spirits  ;  in  Confequence  of  which,  it 
always  continues  in  a  languid  State,  and  its  Fermen¬ 
tation  can  never  be  perfedt  becaufe  it  is  unnatural. 
It  is  likewile  impolTible  for  thefe  Wines  to  be  light 
and  fine,  for  which  Reafon  they  may  be  fitter  than 
our  Growths  for  hot  Countries,  where  the  Blood  is 
rarihed  to  a  greater  Degree,  and  requires  a  fubftan- 
tiab  rather  than  a  fpirituous  Liquor.  It  is  therefore, 
not  at  all  furprizing,  that  the  ItaUans  and  other 
Southern  People,  who  have  been  habituated  to  a  vi¬ 
nous  Syrup,  which  is  proportioned  to  their  Confti- 
tutions,  are  rather  difgufted  than  pleafed  with  the 
Vivacity  of  our  Wines. 

Dry  Wines,  on  the  contrary,  have  the  Salts  and 
volatile  Spirits  for  their  predominant  Parts,  and 
thefe  are  rendered  fuch  by  a  perfe6l  Fermentation 
which  divefts  them  of  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Oil, 
and  fo  attenuates  and  fubtilizes  the  Remainder  as 
not  to  deprive  the  Salts  of  thofe  ftimulating  Quali¬ 
ties,  by  which  they  effeft  the  Tongue  with  agreeable 
ImprefTions.  Of  this  Nature  are  the  French^  the 
Mcfelle^  the  Rhemfh^  and  feveral  Hungarian  Wines, 
which  are  more  falutary  to  the  Horthern  People,  by 
rendering  their  Blood  volatile,  and  refining  it  from 
all  grofs  Humours. 

Thefe  Wines  are  rendered  very  defedlive,  by  their 
being  either  green  or  lufcious,  grofs  or  heady. 
Their  lufcious  Quality  is  a  great  Imiperfedtion,  be¬ 
caufe  it  difpirits  the  Heart  and  disorders  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  inftead  of  reviving  them  with  gay  and  pleaf- 
ing  ImprefTions.  The  moft  excellent  Wines  are 
obnoxious  to  this  Defedl,  as  they  likewife  are  to  a 
Headinefs  of  Fumes  \  but  each  of  thefe  ill  Qualities 
is  ufually  corre6ted  by  a  proper  Age.  Greennefs 
is  not  fo  much  the  Defed  of  the  Wine,  as  it  is  of 
the  Seafon,  which  has  not  fufficiently  ripened  the 

Fruit  j 
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Fruit  ;  or  it  may  be  owing  to  the  Proprietor,  who, 
perhaps,  has  been  too  precipitate  in  his  Vintage. 
In  a  Word,  it  is  rather  an  Abortion,  than  any  re* 
gular  Procefs  of  Nature,  The  harfh  and  terreftrial 
Flavour  is  the  greateft  Imperfeélion  of  all  ;  and  it 
refuks  either  from  the  Sun  itfelf,  or  an  injudicious 
Cultivation  of  the  Vine. 

Wine  may  be  faid  to  have  all  its  good  Qualities 
when  it  proves  full,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  foft  to 
the  Palate  -,  when  it  preferves  a  good  Body,  inCon- 
jundion  with  a  due  Lightnefs  *,  and  when  it  retains 
a  bright  Colour,  a  pleafing  Scent,  and  a  delicate 
Flavour.  I  fancy,  my  dear  Chevalier,  you  will  be 
defirous  of  obtaining  fuch  Wine  as  this,  whenever 
you  have  an  Inclination  to  amufe  yourfelf  with  the 
Culture  of  your  Vines  ;  and  you  may  be  certain  of 
Succefs,  if  you  will  purfue  the  Diredions  you  will 
now  receive  from  his  Lordfhip. 

Count.  There  are  various  Methods  of  forming  the 
Vine,  and  conduding  the  Procefs  of  a  Vintage, 
The  Plant  itfelf  is  naturally  weak,  but  Nature  has 
fupplied  it  with  fmall  Tendrils  or  a  Kind  of  Arms, 
which  it  clafps  around  the  Bodies  that  occur  in  its 
Way,  and  fecures  itfelf,  by  their  Affiftance,  againft 
all  Shocks  of  Wind.  We  rear  it  on  a  fingle  Prop 
in  France  -,  but  it  is  cuftomary  in  fome  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  to  fupport  it  either  with  a  ftrong  Reed,  a 
long  Pole,  or  wooden  Forks.  The  prevailing  Me¬ 
thod  in  Greece  and  Italy.,  is  to  train  up  the  Vines  to 
Elms,  along  the  Branches  of  which  they  extend 
themfelves  without  Reftraint,  and  gradually  afcend 
to  the  Top. 

^  ‘the  next  Precaution  of  his  rural  Cares 

A  Range  of  Reeds,  and  forked  Props  prepares  y 

*  - Superefl - 

Turn  Issves  calamos  &  rafæ  haftilia  virgæ, 

Fraxineafque  aptare  fudes,  furcafque  bicornes, 

Viribus  eniti  quarum  &  contemnere  ventos 

Affuefcant,  fummafque  fequi  tabulata  per  ulmos.  Georg.  2. 
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On  thefe  the  Vines  their  clafping  Progrefs  form^ 
And  brave  the  Rigours  of  each  rifing  Storm  -, 
Afcend  the  hofpitaUe  Elm^  and  fpread 
"Their /welling  Clufters  o^er  its  verdant  Head, 

The  Afiatics^  who  have  feveral  Species  of  very 
large  Grapes,  are  obliged  to  difpofe  their  Vines  on 
raifed  Works  of  Lattice,  which,  by  thefe  Means, 
are  converted  into  fo  many  verdant  Pavilions,  un¬ 
der  which  the  Natives  enjoy  the  Refrefliment  of  a 
breezy  Shade.  The  fame  Soil  frequently  fupplies 
them  with  Rice  or  Corn  for  their  Food,  and  Wine 
to  crown  their  Bowls  ;  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the 
Growth  of  Mulberry-Trees  fuftains  their  Vines,  and 
nourifhes  the  Silk- Worms  that  array  the  Natives. 

The  particular  Method  praétifed  in  each  Country 
is  thought  by  the  Inhabitants  to  be  beft  adapted  to 
their  Neceflities.  They  would  imagine  themfelves 
infinitely  prejudiced,  were  they  to  ad  in  any  other 
Manner  -,  and  I  confefs,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
recede  from  an  eftablifhed  Cuftom,  unlefs  it  has  been 
made  evident  by  repeated  Experiments,  that  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Proceeding  would  be  more  effedual.  But  I 
haveobferved  in  my  Travels,  that  People  generally 
ad  by  rote,  and  we  have  a  vaft  Number  of  Vineyards, 
the  Wines  of  which  would  be  infinitely  better,  and 
might  be  kept  much  longer  than  they  are  at  prefent, 
were  they  cultivated  in  a  more  regular  Manner. 

My  Inclination  to  plant  a  Vineyard  on  fome  Parc 
of  my  Eftate,  made  me  attentive  to  the  different 
Methods  that  are  pradifed  in  our  Provinces  ;  and 
I  could  not  difcover  any  that  deferved  to  be  ranked 
in  Competition  with  thofe  Precautions  that  have  been 
taken  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Champaign^^  for  fifty 
Years  paft.  Their  Wine  was  indeed  very  excel¬ 
lent,  and  much  efteemed  before  that  Time,  but  it 
wanted  a  fufficient  Body,  and  was  incapable  of 
Tranfportation  to  diftant  Parts,  till  at  laft,  the  Na. 

tives. 
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tives  by  a  Jong  Courfe  of  Experience,  acquired 
the  proper  Methods  of  tinging  it  with  the  Com¬ 
plexion  of  a  Cherry,  or  the  Eye  of  a  Partridge  ; 
they  could  likewife  brighten  it  into  the  whiteil  Hue 
or  deepen  it  into  a  perfedl  red.  In  a  Word,  they 
improved  it  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  wil]  now  re¬ 
tain  all  its  fine  Qualities  for  fix  or  feven  Years,  and 
very  fi'equently  for  a  longer  Space  of  Time. 

The  exadt  Obfervation  of  this  Method  in  CuiJftj 
Pargnan^  and  other  Cantons  of  Lyonnois^  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  Growth  of  Wines  which  are  efteemed  by 
all  FlanderSj  as  much  as  thofe  of  Burgundy  and 
Champaign. 

The  Pradlice  of  the  fame  Method,  in  different 
Parts  of  Burgundy.,  has  raifed  feveral  Wines  out  of 
Obfcurity  into  a  general  Efteem  ;  tho’  their  Names 
were  not  fo  much  as  known  a  few  Years  ago. 

This  Method  relates  to  the  Vine,  the  Prefs,  and 
the  Cellar, 

The  particular  Circumftances  which 

of  the  Vine!  conftitute  the  Procefs  of  a  Vine,  are 
Plantation,  Propagation,  Pruning,  Cul¬ 
tivation,  Binding,  Earthing  and  Dunging. 

It  fhould  never  be  planted  in  fuch  ftrong  Soils 
as  are  proper  for  Corn  ;  for  though  they  abound 
in  Salts  and  Juices,  yet  as  they  always  harden 
after  Rain,  the  leafi;  fucceeding  Heat  renders 
them  impenetrable  to  the  Adlion  of  the  Air  and 
Sun,  and  prevents  the  due  Refinement  of  their 
Fluids.  In  Confequence  of  which,  they  are  inca¬ 
pable  of  Adlivity  and  Perfedtion,  and  the  Vine 
either  degenerates  into  a  yellow  Hue  or  yields  a 
harfh  and  grofs  Juice.  A  Soil  moderately  thin 
and  light,  rather  dry  than  moift,  bending  into  a 
Declivity,  and  intermixed  with  Gravel  or  fmall 
Flints,  is  more  adapted  to  the  Vine  than  the 
richefl  and  moft  fertile  Land.  The  Attritions  thefe 
fmall  Stones  receive  from  Culture,  may  pofTibly 

caule 
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caufe  them  to  difcharge  certairt  Salts,  or  even  Par¬ 
ticles  of  Fire  and  Sulphur,  capable  of  infufing  an 
agreeable  Vivacity  into  the  Wine.  But  however 
the  Fadl  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  all  foft  and  light 
Soils  impart  a  greater  Degree  of  Delicacy  and  Fla¬ 
vour  to  their  Produclions  ;  becaufe  the  Influence  and 
A<5lion  of  the  Air,  which  penetrates  their  Pores 
without  any  Impediment,  unfold  and  diffufe  the  vo¬ 
latile  Spirits  and  all  the  fineft  Principles  of  Vegeta¬ 
tion,  in  the  moft  effedlual  Manner. 

I  am  not  for  planting  a  Vine  too  near  a  River, 
and  much  lefs  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  marfhy 
Lands  ;  becaufe  their  exhaling  Humidity,  which 
flieds  itfelf  over  all  the  adjacent  Soil,  renders  the 
Morning  Frofts  more  injurious  to  the  Leaves  of  the 
Vine  ;  the  Lofs  of  which  is  always  fucceeded  by 
that  of  the  Fruit. 

The  Vine  is  propagated  either  from  Slips  or  elfe 
from  Plants  that  have  already  taken  Root.  The 
former  of  thefe  are  little  Sprigs  without  Roots, 
and  which  are  cut  in  Winter  from  Stocks  of  a 
kindly  Nature,  and  are  preferved  in  Bundles  in  a 
Cellar,  till  the  Seafon  intended  for  their  Plantation. 
Toward  the  End  of  Marche  thefe  Bundles  fhould 
be  fteeped  in  miry  Pits  for  the  Space  of  eight  Days, 
after  which  they  are  inferted  in  the  Earth,  not  in 
an  upright  Pofition,  but  flanting  a  little  on  one 
Side,  and  three  or  four  of  them  are  fet  in  each  of 
the  Apertures,  which  ought  to  be  a  Foot  diftant 
from  one  another  ;  and  ail  Redundancies  are  after¬ 
ward  to  be  cleared  away.  The  largeft  End  of  the 
Shoot  muft  be  funk  into  the  Earth  to  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  Depth  ;  and  Care  fhould  always  be  taken  to 
leave  an  Inch  or  two  of  old  Wood,  that  has  had 
two  Years  Growth. 

Rooted  Plants  are  young  Stocks,  that  have 
grown  two  or  three  Years  in  a  Seminary,  the  Soil 
of  which  fhould  be  a  little  thinner  than  the  Ground 
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into  which  they  are  to  be  tranfplanted.  This  Re¬ 
moval  is  made  in  November^  and  the  Stocks  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  new  Soil  the  Moment  they  are 
taken  out  of  their  native  Earth  ;  becaufe  their  De¬ 
licacy  will  be  greatly  injured  by  the  leaft  Delay. 
Thefe  Seminaries  fhould  always  be  infeparable  from 
an  Eftate  in  Land,  fince  they  are  infinitely  ufeful. 
The  rooted  Plants  begin  to  be  fruitful  the  third 
Year,  and  frequently  retain  their  Fertility  for  the 
fpace  of  fixty  Years. 

A  Vine  may  likewife  be  renewed,  either  in  the 
Whole  or  in  Part,  by  Means  of  Layers. 

This  Operation  is  performed  by  bending  fuch  of 
the  fineft  Shoots,  as  fhould  otherwife  be  pruned 
off  from  their  Stock,  and  by  burying  the  old  Wood 
in  a  little  Trench  of  fome  Length,  while  that  which 
is  young  rifes  above  the  Surface.  When  that  Part 
which  has  been  funk  in  the  Soil  has  taken  Root, 
the  other  Extremity  is  either  permitted  to  remain 
on  the  parent  Stock,  in  order  to  beautify  the  adja¬ 
cent  Spot  with  one  continued  Growth  -,  or  elfe  it 
is  cut  off  below  the  Roots,  and  this  new  Stock  is 
then  taken  out  of  the  Earth,  to  be  tranfplanted  as 
Occafion  may  require. 

Another  Method  of  laying  Vines  is  performed 
by  caufing  the  Extremity  of  a  fine  Shoot  to  pafs 
through  a  little  Bafket,  which  is  funk  into  the  Earth 
for  that  Purpofe.  The  Shoot  fo  difpofed  takes 
Root  in  the  Bafket,  below  which  it  is  cut  off  in  the 
Month  of  November^  and  is  then  raifed  out  of  the 
Earth  as  fteadily  as  pofTible  ;  after  which  it  is  tranf- 
planted,  with  the  little  Bafket,  into  the  intended  Si¬ 
tuation.  Thefe  are  the  four  Methods  by  which  a 
Vine  is  multiplied  i  and  we  will  now  proceed  to 
the  pruning  Part. 

This  Operation  ought  to  correfpond  with  the 
Quality  of  the  Wood,  and  likewife  of  the  Soil  that 
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fupplies  it  with  Nourilhment.  If  the  Earth  be  ex¬ 
tremely  thin  and  the  Wood  a  little  weak,  it  is 
ufual  to  leave  no  more  than  two  or  three  Buds  at 
moft,  on  the  young  Wood  of  that  Year’s  Growth  ; 
that  the  Sap,  by  being  confined  to  fo  fmall  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Buds,  may  caufe  them  to  emit  Shoots  of  a 
moderate  Strength  -,  but  if  the  Earth  be  very  nu- 
trimental  and  the  Stock  vigorous  three  or  four  Buds 
are  permitted  to  remain  on  the  young  Wood 
to  weaken  the  Aclion  of  the  Sap,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  fhoodng  out  too  large  a  Growth  of 
new  Wood. 

Vine-Drefiers  as  well  as  Gardeners  are  prepof- 
lefied  with  an  old  Opinion,  that  Spring  is  the  only 
proper  Seafon  for  pruning  -,  and  yet  they  often  aft 
inconfiftently  with  that  Perfuafion,  fince  they  fre¬ 
quently  begin  to  prune  in  January^  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  embarrafied  by  too  many  other 
Works,  which  hinder  their  Accomplifhment  of 
this  in  due  Time  :  But  with  all  their  Expedition,  a 
great  Part  of  this  Operation  remains  uncompleted, 
even  when  the  Month  of  April  is  far  advanced. 
The  Sap,  which  began  to  exert  its  Energy  in 
Marché  purfues  its  natural  Courfe,  and  firft  fwells 
the  Buds  in  the  Extremities 'of  the  Plant,  which 
are  the  very  Parts  that  ought  to  be  retrenched  *, 
and  then,  finding  thè  Ends  of  its  Canals  entirely 
laid  open  by  pruning,  it  weeps  through  thofe  A- 
pertures  till  the  Heat  begins  to  thicken  it,  and 
prevents  its  future  Diflipation.  But  the  Sap  would 
never  be  wafted  either  in  Tears  or  ufelefs  Buds, 
had  Care  been  taken  to  prune  the  Vine  immediate¬ 
ly  upon  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf.  This  Praftice  is  re¬ 
commended  by  Monfieur  de  la  ^intinye  \  to  which 
I  may  add,  that  it  has  been  frequently  found  to  be 
fuccefsful,  and  any  Perfon  may  venture  to  make 
the  Experiment  on  fome  fmall  Part  of  a  Vine,  in 
order  to  be  convinced,  that  thofe  Advantages  of 
2  an 
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an  eafy  Culture  in  Spring,  which  refult  from  prun¬ 
ing  in  Autumn,  are  not  difcredited  by  any  Incon¬ 
venience  whatever. 

March  is  the  Seafon  for  drefling  the  Vine  after 
it  has  been  pruned,  and  this  Operation  varies  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  Nature  of  the  Plants,  which,  among  us, 
are  of  two  Sorts  *,  namely,  the  high  Growths,  w  hich 
are  fuffered  to  fhoot  up  to  the  Height  of  five  or  fix 
Feet,  in  Soils  of  a  moderate  Finenefs  -,  and  the  low'' 
Growths,  which  are  not  permitted  to  afcend  above 
three  Feet  at  moft. 

The  high  Vines  are  annually  dreffed,  and  once 
in  fifteen  Years  they  are  lowered,  and  laid  down  in 
a  Trench  two  Feet  in  Breadth,  and  almoft  as  deep 
as  the^  Stock.  When  this  has  been  covered  with 
Earth,  three  or  four  of  the  fineft  Shoots  which  ad¬ 
here  to  it  fhould  be  extended  on  each  Side,  and  dif* 
pofed  into  little  Trenches  fix  Inches  deep,  in  or- 
to  furnifh  as  many  Layers.  The  old  Wood  will 
refume  a  new  Vigour,  by  thus  exerting  itfelf  in  a 
frefh  Soil  ;  and  this  Operation  is  performed  in  the 
Month  of  ’November. 

The  Method  is  different  with  Refpedl  to  low 
Vines  which  are  produdfive  of  the  befl:  Wine.  They 
are  laid  in  the  Earth  every  Year,  and  dreffed  in  fuch 
a  Manner  that  a  Stock  will  fhoot  feveral  Paces  un¬ 
der  Ground,  and  frequently  as  many  Fathoms,  in  a 
Number  of  Years.  Care  is  always  taken  to  lower 
the  Stock  with  as  much  Equality  as  poffible,  and  to 
prevent  its  defledting  into  a  Curve,  which  would 
expofe  it  to  the  Danger  of  being  cut,  in  the  Culture 
of  the  enfuing  Year. 

When  the  Vines  are  found  to  be  too  old,  they 
fhould  either  be  rooted  up  or  grafted.  If  we  have 
Recourfe  to  the  former  Expedient,  the  Soil  fhould 
be  fuffered  to  reft  one  Year,  at  leaft,  before  we 
plant  it  anew  \  and  it  will  be  proper  to  fow  it  with 
Corn,  which  never  fails  to  fucceed,  or  elfe  with 
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Rye  or  fome  of  the  March  Grain,  in  order  to  thin 
the  Earth,  and  render  it  more  light  and  propor¬ 
tionable  to  the  Delicacy  of  the  young  Plant  -,  which, 
without  this  Precaution,  would  be  choaked  by  too 
ftrong  a  Nutriment. 

If  the  old  Vine  fhould  (till  flioot  out  a  Growth 
of  vigorous  Wood,  that  is  unproductive  of  Fruity 
it  will  be  proper  to  graft  it,  inftead  of  rooting  it 
up.  All  the  old  Wood  fhould  be  laid  in  the  Earth, 
and  no  more  than  two  or  three  Shoots  of  that 
Year’s  Growth  fhould  be  fulfered  to  rife  above 
the  Surface.  The  Graft  will  be  more  fuccefsfui 
on  thefe  than  on  the  old  Wood,  which  is  not  eafily 
opened  by  Incifion,  and  whofe  Thicknefs  no  Way 
correfponds  with  the  Graft.  The  Vine  is  grafted 
in  the  Clefr^  and  the  Operation  refembles  that  of 
other  Trees. 

The  Depth,  to  which  high  Vines  are  laid  in  the 
I  Ground,  makes  it  unneceffary  to  furnifh  them  with 
\  new  Earth  -,  but  the  low  Vines  muft  have  this  Sup-- 
j  ply  every  twelve  Years  in  very  light  Soils,  and  every 
j  fifteen  Years  in  thofe  which  are  moft  nutrimental, 

[  Thefe  Plants,  however,  require  but  a  moderate 
J  Quantity  of  additional  Earth  ;  and  it  is  always 
:  cuftomary  to  leave  the  Diftance  of  a  Foot  between 
;;  each  Bafket  of  the  fupplemental  Soil  :  And  fhould 
;  this  be  too  ftrong,  it  may  caufe  the  Vines  to  dege- 
r  ncrate,  and  deprive  the  future  Wine  of  its  due  Fine- 
r  pefs  -,  it  would  likewife  cover  the  Stem  with  an  In- 
'Î1  cruftation  thick  enough  to  deprive  it  of  thofe  aerial 
1  Influences  as  fupply  it  with  the  proper  Pabulum  of 
3  Fire,  and  the  moft  perfed  Juices. 

A  moderate  Quantity  of  Dung  is  likewife  ap- 
c  plied  to  Vines  every  feventh  Year,  when  the  Soil 
Ï  is  extremely  light,  and  every  twelfth  Year,  when 
i  it  happens  to  be  a  little  more  compad.  A  Redun- 
i  dancy  of  this  Manure  would  fcorch  the  Body  of  the 
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Plant  *5  it  would  alfo  fliorten  its  Duration,  and  alter 
the  natural  Quality  of  the  Wine.  Neats- Dung  is 
the  propereft  for  light  Soils  ;  but  this  muft  have  an 
Intermixture  of  Horfe-Dung,  for  fuch  Lands  as  are 
itrong.  Sheeps-Dung,  when  its  Heat  is  evaporated, 
is  very  ferviceable  to  Vines  when  they  grow  yellow, 
provided  it  be  employed  in  lelTer  Quantities  than 
the  other  Manures.  November  is  the  proper  Seafon 
for  affording  Vines  this  Part  of  their  Culture,  and  it 
is  deferred  till  the  Month  of  February^  when  the 
Autumn  has  proved  rainy,  left  the  Earth  and  its 
Manure  fhould  form  an  injurious  Glew  round  the 
Stem  to  which  they  adhere. 

The  beft  Seafon  for  training  Vines  to  their  Prop, 
is  when  the  Flowers  begin  to  appear.  It  is  like- 
wife  cuftomary  to  pare  the  Vine  much  about  the 
fame  Time  -,  but  it  is  not  very  material  whether  you 
perform  this  before,  or  after  the  Plant  has  been 
faftened  to  its  Prop.  Paring  the  Vine  confifts  in 
cutting  off  the  Ends  of  the  Branches,  and  retrench¬ 
ing  the  little  Shoots  which  rife  from  the  Bottom  and 
Sides  of  the  Stock.  This  Operation  fhould  be  re¬ 
peated,  in  order  to  fecure  a  copious  Sap  lor  the  Fruits 
that  are  unfolded. 

It  is  altogether  as  necefiary  to  clear  avv^ay,  at 
two  or  three  different  Times,  all  the  Weeds  which 
fpring  about  the  Stenas  of  Vines,  and  which  either 
impoverifh  or  chill  the  Earth.  But  whether  a  Floe 
or  a  Mattock  be  employed  on  this  Occafion,  the 
Drefter  fhould  always  be  cautious  of  opening  the 
Earth  about  the  Vine  after  Rains  or  Frofts  *,  for 
if  this  Operation  be  performed  after  a  rainy  Seafon, 
it  hardens  the  Soil  and  renders  it  impenetrable  to 
the  Air,  and  confequently  caufes  feveral  Stems  to 
become  yellow,  and  wither  away.  And  if  the 
Earth  be  ftirred  after  Hails  or  Froft,  it  is  expofed 
to  fuch  a  fital  Chillnefs,  as  will,  at  leaft,  retard 
die  Procefs  of  Vegetation  for  a  confiderable  I'ime. 

I  The 


0/ VI  NES.  291 

The  Vine  has  three  dangerous  Enemies,  from 
v;hoie  Ravages  it  is  difficult  to  preferve  it. 

The  firft  of  thefè  is  a  fmail  Beetle  that  jnfeds  inju- 
refembles  a  Tfa)’-Bug,  in  Shape  and  Co-  rious  to  the 
Jour,  but  is  much  inferior  to  it  in  Size.  Vine. 

This  Infedl  continues  in  the  Earth  during  the  Winter 
Seafon,  and  falfens  itfelf  to  the  Stems  of  young  Vines 
in  paiticLilar,  gnaws  their  moft  tender  Roots,  and 
liequently  deftroys  them.  It  makes  its  Appearance 
in  the  Month  of  May\  and  after  it  has  fixed  itfelf 
on  the  green  Foliage,  it  preys  on  their  Subfiance, 
and  pierces  the  Fruit-Buds  and  the  young  Shoots, 
''  which  often  proves  deftrudlive  to  all  the  new  Wood. 
But  this  Devaftation  may  be  prevented  in  a  great 
Meafure,  by  fowing  a  good  Quantity  of  Beans 
about  the  Vine,  which  the  Animal  will  quit  for  the 
I  new  Growth  of  Leaves,  and  thefe  may  eafily  be 
,  multiplied  in  a  fhoft  Time.  Thefe  Leaves,  with 
the  Breed  of  Infedfs  that  reft  upon  them,  may  after¬ 
ward  be  advantageoufty  removed  and  burnt  around 
f  the  Stem  of  the  Vine,  by  which  Means,  another 
t  Difafter,  more  prejudicial  than  the  former,  may  be 
1  leafonably  prevented.  Thefe  Animals  pierce  the 
1  Clufters  when  they  are  ripe  in  order  to  injedl  their 
i  Eggs  into  the  Berries,  in  confequence  of  which,  Le-- 
gions  of  Worms  will  be  produced,  to  the  Deftruc- 
3  tion  of  the  Grapes  and  the  total  Fruftration  of  the 
s  approaching  Vintage.  The  Sun  dravv^s  all  the  Juice 
d  from  the  penetrated  Grapes,  and  Toon  reduces  them 
i  to  Powder.  The  Worms,  when  they  are  fatiated 
A  with  their  Food,  feek  a  proper  Retreat  for  the  Ac- 
::  complifhment  of  their  Transformation  into  Aure^ 
i  lias,  and  afterward  into  Beetles.  If  they  happen 
)  to  difcover  a  Heap  of  Compoft,  they  choofe  it  for 
f  their  Manfion,  and  feveral  Perfons  place  a  Quan- 
r  tity  of  it  about  the  Stocks  of  their  Vines.  This 
^  Manure  is  the  Rendezvous  of  thefe,  and  a  Variety 
(  of  other  Infedls,  and  if  Care  be  taken  to  burn  it, 
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at  the  dole  of  Winter,  all  thefe  noxious  Animals 
will  be  elFedually  deftroyed,  and  the  Alhes  are  al- 
moft  as  ferviceable  as  the  Manure  itfelf. 

There  is  likewife  another  fmall  Beetle  fomething 
lefs  than  a  common  Fly,  and  covered  with  a  green 
Shell,  whofe  Surface  glitters  with  the  brighteft 
Gold.  This  Animal  is  furnifhed  with  a  very 
long  and  hard  Trunk,  indented  into  feveral  Saws, 
which  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  Grapes,  and 
likewife  to  the  tender  Leaves  which  the  Creature 
rolls  around  its  Body,  and  lines  them  with  a  Sort  of 
Down  for  the  Reception  of  its  Eggs.  In  the  Win¬ 
ter  Seafon  it  either  retires  into  the  Earth,  or  lodges 
itfelf  in  a  Heap  of  Compoft,  where  it  continues 
buried  in  Sleep.  The  Vine-Dreflers  are  induftri- 
ous  to  find  out  thefe  contorted  Leaves  which  enfold 
the  Eggs,  and  they  burn  them  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Vine. 

’Tis  cuftomary  to  employ  the  Hours  of  defend¬ 
ing  Dews,  or  the  Cool  of  the  Morning,  in  deftroy- 
ing  the  Snails  that  conceal  themfelves  during  the 
Heat  of  the  Day  -,  and  as  thefe  Animals  are  an  In¬ 
gredient  in  the  Ragoûts  of  Languedoc^  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  Province  are  very  felicitous  to  difcover 
them.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  one  induftrious  Per- 
fon  to  attempt  the  Extermination  of  thefe  Infecfs 
from  his  Vineyard  :  The  Inhabitants  of  the  whole 
Diftri6i:  ought  to  concur  with  him  in  that  Employ¬ 
ment,  or  he  will  otherwife  be  too  much  fatigued  in 
deflroying  a  hundred  Enemies  on  one  Vine,  while 
two  thoufandare  marching  to  invade  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Plants. 

When  the  Cultivation  has  been  properly  con¬ 
duced,  and  a  favourable  Summer  has  co-operated 
with  the  Labours  of  the  Vine-Drefier,  the  Grapes 
will,  at  laft,  acquire  their  compleat  Maturity, 
and  it  will  then  be  neceflary  to  prepare  for  the 
Vintage.  The  Fats  are  carefully  cleaned,  and  the 
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Wine-Prefs,  with  all  its  Appendage  of  Veffels  have 
their  proper  Difpofition  affigned  them  for  the  enfu- 
ing  Work.  But  the  Manner  of  making  Wine,  and 
the  Methods  by  which  it  is  duly  ordered,  (hall  be 
referved  for  our  next  Walk  :  And  we  will  conclude 
this  with  a  Turn  or  two  in  the  Vineyard,  where 
you  fhall  be  prefen  ted  with  a  View  of  moft  of  the 
Particulars  I  have  related. 
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I'he  Count,  Countess. 

T'he  Prior.  T^he  Chevalier. 


tage  are  all  completed,  and 
the  V intagers  are  flocking  to¬ 
ward  us  to  offer  their  Ser- 


Commands  has  your  Lordfliip  for  them  at  prelent? 

Count,  The  Quality  of  the  Wine  depends  on  the 
due  Performance  of  their  feveral  Functions.  I  in¬ 
form  them,  that  they  muft  bring  in  the  Grapes  at 
three  different  Gatherings,  in  the  firfl:  of  which, 
they  are  to  choofe  thofe  Bunches  that  are  moft  ripe, 
and  have  the  feweft  as  well  as  the  fineft  Grapes, 

and 
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and  they  muft  be  careful  to  clear  away  all  the  Ber¬ 
ries  that  are  green,  rotten,  or  fcorched,  together 
with  fuch  as  have  been  pierced  by  Infe6ls.  I  like- 
wife  direct  my  People  to  cut  the  Grapes  very  flaort  ; 
becaufe  the  Stalks  are  bitter,  and  vitiate  the  Wine 
with  a  Flavour  of  the  Wood,  in  Proportion  to  their 
Length. 

The  fécond  Gathering  muft  be  confined  to  the 
large  thick  Clufters,  that  are  not  fo  ripe  as  the  o- 
thers  *,  and  thofe  which  are  green,  withered,  or  rot¬ 
ten,  fhould  be  gathered  laft.  I  confign  rhefe  three 
Gatherings  to  as  many  Preffings,  whofe  Difference 
you  may  eafily  comprehend. 

This  firft  Labour,  which  is  of  the  utmoft  îm^ 
portance,  may  be  completed  by  another  Method. 

I  have  Vines  that  vary  in  their  Qiialities.  Some 
are  planted  in  a  very  light  and  ftony  Soil,  and 
they  yield  a  bright  and  fragrant  Wine  :  Others  are 
placed  in  a  more  nourifhing  Traci  of  Land,  and 
they  produce  a  Wine  of  a  greater  Body.  If  I  have 
an  Inclination  to  unite  thefe  good  Qiialities  in  the 
fame  Wine,  and  to  meliorate  the  one  by  an  Inter¬ 
mixture  of  the  other,  I  can  accompliffi  my  Defign, 
either  in  the  Vineyard,  by  blending  thefe  different 
Grapes  together,  or  elfe  in  the  Cellar,  by  mixing 
the  feveral  Wines  I  have  preffed  -,  but  if  I  negledt 
to  make  this  Intermixture,  by  cutting  one  Species 
of  Grapes  with  the  other,  I  hazard  the  Lofs  of  all 
niy  Vintage.  When  the  Wines  are  once  made,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  mix  them  to  any  Degree  of  Per- 
fedlion  ;  the  weakeft  will  change  its  Complexion, 
and  communicate  its  Defeds  to  the  other,  inftead  of 
being  correded  by  the  good  Qualities  of  the  Affbci- 
ated  Juice  ;  and  one  of  its  leaft  Imperfedions,  tho’ 
far  from  being  inconfiderable,  will  be  a  difagree- 
able  cloudy  Tinge  accompanied  with  a  Sediment 
which  will  always  tarnifh  the  Beauty  of  the  proper 
Colour,  and  diveft  the  Wine  of  its  fine  Flavour 
^  U  4  and 
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and  Tranfparency.  But  this  Effeâ:  will  be  prevented, 
if  I  intermix  the  beft  Grapes  of  one  Vine  with  the 
moft  perfedt  Produdions  of  another.  The  fcafonable 
Combination  of  thefe  different  Fruits  will  produce 
an  exquifite  Liquor,  that  will  have  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  a  fufficient  Body,  a  Delicacy  of  Flavour, 
a  Fragrancy  of  Scent,  and  a  Livelinefs  of  Colour  ; 
and  which  may  be  kept  for  feveral  Years,  without 
the  leaf:  Alteration.  Thefe  Obfervations  of  mine 
have  been  juilihcd  by  a  long  Experience  -,  and  it 
was  the  Knowledge  of  thofe  Effeds,  that  refait  from 
intermixing  the  Grapes  of  three  or  four  Vines  of 
different  Qualities,  which  improved  the  celebrated 
Wines  of  Sillery\  Ai^  and  Hautvilllers^  to  the  Per- 
fedion  they  have  now  acquired  ;  and  indeed  they 
feen^  to  comprehend  all  the  Excellencies  that  can 
poffibly  unite,  to  regale  the  Palate. 

Father  Perignon^  a  BenediAine  of  Hautvilliers^  on 
the  Marne^  was  the  firft  who  made  any  fuccefsful 
Attempt  to  intermix  the  Grapes  of  different  Vines 
in  this  manner  ;  and  the  Wine  of  Perignon^  or 
Hciutvllliers^  bore  the  greateft  Eftimation  among 
us,  till  the  Pradice  of  this  Method  became  more 
extenfive. 

Chevalier.  As  Î  was  yefterday  reading  Boileau^s, 
Feaft.,  I  found  all  the  Names  your  Lordfhip  has 
mentioned,  in  the  explanatory  Account  of  the  Hilly 
Order.,  which,  as  the  Commentator  obferves,  was 
a  Society  of  Men  of  Pleafure,  who  were  divided 
in  their  Opinions,  with  refped  to  the  Merit  of  the 
feveral  Vines  that  grow  on  the  Hills  adjacent  to 
Rheims.  Î  was  then  defirous  of  confulting  the  Map 
for  the  Name  of  Perignon,  Siller^j.,  Hautvilliers.,  Ai.^ 
Faijfi.,  Verze7iai.,  and  St.  Fbieri.^  which  are  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Notes.  But  I  loft  my  labour  in  look¬ 
ing  for  the  Name  of  Perignon. 

Count efs.  I'he  Author  of  thofe  Notes  has  afcrib- 
cd  the  Name  of  a  Man  to  a  Mountain  5  but  this 

is 
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is  a  trifling  Miftake  ;  and,  if  you  pleafe,  Sir,  we 
will  return  to  our  Vintage.  I  can  now  compre¬ 
hend  the  Reafon  why  the  Wines  made  by  Country 
People  are  fo  inferior  to  thofe  we  drink  at  the 
Table  of  Gentlemen,  and  rich  Citizens,  though  they 
are  both  produced  from  the  fame  Vines,  and  the 
fame  Grapes.  The  Peafant,  who  polTeffes  only  an 
Acre  or  two  of  Land,  is  unable  to  make  proper 
Seledtions  and  Intermixtures  of  Fruit:  he  makes 
but  one  Prefling,  or  he  thinks  he  fhall  reform  the 
bad  Wine,  by  blending  it  with  the  good  while 
he,  in  reality,  injures  the  good  by  intermixing  ic 
with  the  bad  :  but  the  Proprietor  of  a  large  Vine¬ 
yard  has  an  Opportunity  of  confidering  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Qualities  of  his  Vines,  and  can  form  fuch  an 
Intermixture  as  will  bring  his  Wine  into  Reputa¬ 
tion. 

Count.  My  Remarks  on  the  Choice  and  Aflbrt- 
ment  of  different  Grapes  are  equally  applicable  to 
gray  and  red  Wines. 

Chevalier.  Your  Lordfliip  fpeaks  of  the  Colour 
of  Wine,  as  if  we  were  capable  of  forming  it  in 
what  manner  we  pleafe.  Can  a  white  Grape  be 
made  to  afford  us  a  Wine  of  a  different  Tinâure.^ 
And  is  not  red  Wine  the  confiant  Produdl  of  a 
black  Grape  ? 

Count.  White  Wine  is  undoubtedly  the  natu¬ 
ral  Juice  of  a  white  Grape,  but  its  Strength  and  o- 
ther  Qualities  are  generally  very  imperfedl  *,  it  is 
likewife  apt  to  grow  yellow,  and  it  degenerates  be¬ 
fore  the  next  return  of  Summer.  Thefe  white 
Wines  grow  out  of  Repute  at  prefent,  and  are  on¬ 
ly  ufeful  in  fome  medicinal  Preferiptions  -,  but  the 
gray  Wine,  which  has  fo  bright  an  Eye,  and  re- 
fembles  the  Complexion  of  cryftal,  is  produced  by 
the  blackeft  Grapes.  And  its  Whitenefs  can  never 
be  fo  well  promoted,  as  when  all  the  Stocks  of 
white  Grapes  are  rooted  up.  It  was  formerly  very 

difficult 
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difficult  to  preferve  the  Wine  of  At  longer  than  one 
Year.  When  the  Juice  of  the  white  Gi'apes,  whofe 
Quantity  was  very  great  in  that  Vineyard,  began  to 
affume  a  yellow  Hue,  it  became  predominant,  and 
created  a  Change  in  all  the  Wine  ;  but  ever  fince  the 
white  Grapes  have  been  difufed  in  the  Wines  of 
Champaign^  that  which  grows  on  the  Mountain  of 
Rheims  will  laft  feven  or  eight  Years,  and  the 
Marne  Wine  may  be  eafily  kept  for  the  fpace  of 
four  or  five.  And  if  the  frme  Precautions  are  ufed, 
with  refpedl  to  the  Wines  of  Burgundy^  they  will  not 
begin  to  degenerate  in  the  third  Year,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  in  the  fécond,  as  has  often  been  experienced. 

Chevalier.  What  Methods  are  taken  to  make  the 
black  Grapes,  which  afford  a  red  Wine  in  Burgun¬ 
dy.,  produce  a  Wine  as  white  as  W^ater  in  Cham¬ 
paign  ? 

Count.  The  Wine  of  a  black  Grape  may  be  tinged 
with  any  Colour  we  think  proper  -,  thofe  who  defire 
to  have  it  perfedlly  white,  have  recourfe  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Method.  The  People  employed  in  the 
Vintage  begin  their  Labours  at  an  early  Hour  in 
the  Morning  *,  and  when  they  have  felccted  the 
finefl:  Grapes,  they  lay  them  gently  in  their  Baflcets, 
in  order  to  be  carried  out  of  the  Vineyard  ;  or  they 
place  them  in  large  Panniers,  without  prefiing  them 
in  the  ieaft,  or  wiping  off  the  dewy  Moiilure, 
and  the  azure  Dye  that  cover  them.  Dews  and 
exhaling  Mifts  greatly  contribute  to  the  Whitenefs 
of  the  Wine. 

’Tis  cuflomary  to  cover  the  Baflcets  with  wet 
Cloths,  in  a  hot  Sunfhine  -,  becaufe  the  Liquor  will 
be  apt  to  affume  a  red  Tindure,  if  the  Grapes 
fhould  happen  to  be  heated.  Thefe  Bafkets  are 
then  placed  upon  the  Backs  of  fuch  Animals  as  are 
of  a  gentle  Nature,  and  carry  their  Burden  with  an 
eafy  Motion  to  the  Cellar,  where  the  Grapes  con¬ 
tinue  covered,  in  a  cool  Air,  When  the  Warmth 
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of  the  Sun  proves  moderate,  the  Labours  of  the 
Vintage  are  not  difcontinued  till  Eleven  in  the 
Morning  *,  but  a  glowing  Heat  makes  it  neceffary 
for  them  to  ceafe  at  Nine.  When  the  Bafkets  have 
been  conveyed  to  the  Houfe  -,  and  you  will  naturally 
imagine  it  ought  to  be  near  the  Vineyard,  that  the 
Grapes  may  neither  burft,  nor  be  heated,  in  the 
Carriage  -,  the  next  Employment  is  to  throw  them 
into  the  Prefs,  whofe  Ufe  and  Strudlure  you  fhall 
have  an  Opportunity  of  feeing,  when  we  have  fi- 
nifhed  our  V^alk. 

When  the  firft  Preffing  has  been  difpatched  with 
Expedition,  the  Grapes  that  were  fcattered  from  the 
Heap  are  gathered  up,  and  the  Prefs  is  worked  anew. 
When  this  Operation  is  over,  the  Extremities  of 
the  Mafs  are  fquared  off,  by  a  large  cutting  Peel, 
and  are  then  thrown  upon  the  other  Fruit,  in  order 
to  receive  the  third  Preffing  ;  which,  from  this 
Circumftance,  is  called  the  firft  Cutting.  The  large 
Beams  of  the  Prefs  are  likewife  lowered  feveral  times  -, 
and  thefe  Operations  are  called,  the  fécond,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  Cuttings. 

The  Wine  of  the  firft  Preffing  is  kept  apart  from 
the  reft,  when  the  Fruit  happens  to  be  very  ripe,  and 
the  Seafon  extremely  hot  ;  becaufe  it  then  gufhes 
out  in  a  copious  Flow,  and  would  be  apt  to  red¬ 
den,  were  it  intermixed  with  the  Liquor  of  the 
fécond  Preffing,  but  this  Mixture  is  ufeful,  and 
fometimes  neceffary  in  a  Year  of  moderate  Heat, 
and  when  the  firft  Preffing  has  not  afforded  a  large 
Quantity  of  Juice.  The  Wine  of  the  firft  Cut 
may  be  fometimes  blended  with  that  of  the  two 
firft  Preffiings  y  but  feveral  Perfons  of  great  Judg¬ 
ment  decline  this  hazardous  Management,  left  it 
fhould  be  injurious  to  the  Tranfparency  of  the  firft 
Wines.  The  Wine  that  is  produced  after  any  of 
the  Cuttings,  is  excellently  qualified  to  form  a 
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perfeél  Liquor,  and  may  be  intermixed  with  red 
Wines,  if  they  happen  to  be  made  apart. 

The  Wines  of  the  feveral  Cuttings  are  always 
gradually  reddened,  becaufe  the  Prefs  begins  to  o- 
perate  more  effeftually  on  the  Skin,  which  enfolds 
the  Berry  ;  and  the  Particles  which  are  then  dif- 
engaged  from  it,  impart  the  red  Tincture  to  the 
Wine.  The  Heat  of  the  Sun,  and  the  Shocks  of 
the  Carriages  are  fometimes  fo  violent,  and  produce 
fuch  ftrong  EfFeds  on  the  exterior  Coat  of  the  Grapes, 
that  the  Fluids  contained  in  that  Coat,  and  which  are 
then  in  motion,  mix  themfelves  with  the  Juice  of 
the  Pulp,  at  the  hrlf  prefiing  -,  in  Confequence  of 
which,  the  Extraélion  of  a  Wine  perfectly  white  is 
rendered  impraâiicable,  and  its  Colour  will  refemble 
the  Eye  of  a  Partridge,  or  perhaps  fome  deeper  Hue. 
The  Quality  of  the  Wine  is  (till  the  fame,  but  it 
muft  be  either  entirely  white  or  red,  in  order  to 
prove  agreeable  to  the  Tafte  and  Mode  which  now 
prevail. 

The  Wine  of  the  fixth  Preffing  is  mixed  with 
that  which  is  extracted  from  the  Refufe  of  the 
Grapes,  for  Ufes  of  lefs  Confequence.  The  Preflfes 
0Ï Champaign  fqueeze  the  Fruk  with  fo  much  Vio¬ 
lence,  that  the  Marc  becomes  as  hard  as  a  Stone. 
An  ill-flavoured  Brandy  is  drawn  from  this  -,  but  it 
proves  very  effedlual  in  aflTwaging  the  Anguifh  of 
Wounds,  orBruifes,  and  is  likewife  ufeful  on  feve¬ 
ral  other  Occafions. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  red  Wines,  whole  deep 
Complexion,  as  we  are  fenfible  by  Experience,  re¬ 
faits  from  the  particular  Degree,  to  which  the  Juice 
of  the  Skins  is  intermixed  with  that  of  the  Pulp. 
This  ftrong  Tindure  is  imparted  to  the  Wine,  by 
trampling  the  Grapes,  and  throwing  them  into  the 
Fat  before  they  have  been  preflTed.  The  Heat  and 
Spirits,  which  operate  in  the  Fat,  are  ftrongly  im¬ 
pelled  againft  the  Coats  of  the  Berries  that  are  burft 
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by  being  trodden  ♦,  and  this  red  Subftance,  lodged 
in  the  Texture  of  the  Skins,  is  feparated  from  them 
by  the  Heat,  which  penetrates  every  Part,  and  is 
then  intermixed  with  the  Body  of  the  Liquor,  in 
Proportion  to  its  Continuance  in  the  Fat  ;  and  if 
we  fuffer  it  to  remain  there  for  a  confiderable  Time, 
we  may  be  certain  of  obtaining  a  Wine  that  will  be 
perfedly  red.  But  as  the  acid  and  bitter  Fluid  of 
the  Stalks  is  likewife  extracted  byLJF^  fame  Heat, 
it  is  confequently  blended  with  the  other  Juice,  and 
communicates  to  it  cither  an  acid  or  a  bitter  Flavour, 
which  renders  the  Wine  infupportable,  and  efpeci- 
ally  in  cold  Years. 

There  are  two  Expedients  for  the  Prevention  of 
this  Inconvenience.  One  of  which  is,  to  carry  on 
the  Procefs  of  the  Vintage  in  the  hotteft  Sun- 
fhine,  when  the  Fleat  will  produce  better  Effeéfs 
on  the  outward  Coats  of  the  Grapes,  than  could 
be  imparted  to  them  by  the  Fat  in  feveral  Days  ; 
and  when  they  are  immediately  thrown  into  that 
Veffel,  where  they  very  frequently  rife  to  the  Edge 
of  it  in  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  Hours,  there  is 
no  Danger  of  their  contradting  the  Flavour  of  the 
Skins. 

When  the  Seafon  proves  cold,  and  the  Vintage 
cannot  be  tranfadted  in  a  favourable  Sun-fhine,  it 
is  cuifomary  to  employ  wooden  Forks  that  have 
three  Prongs,  and  are  as  many  Feet  in  Length  ;  and 
when  they  are  worked  round  the  Tuns  into  which 
the  preffed  Grapes  have  been  difpofed,  they  fatten 
upon  the  Skins  that  have  difeharged  their  Pulp  ; 
and  when  thefe  are  drawn  out  of  the  Tun,  they 
are  mixed  vdth  the  other  Refufe,  that  the  little 
Quantity  of  Juice,  which  remains  in  the  extreme 
Part  of  the  Stalk  of  each  Berry,  may  not  be  loft. 
The  Grapes  are  then  thrown  into  the  Fat,  and  they 
remain  uninjured  for  feveral  Days,  and  attlime  their 
proper  Colour  without  contradting  the  bitter  Fla¬ 
vour 
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vour  of  the  Skins,  that  have  been  cleared  away  fof 
the  molt  Fart.  I  fay  the  moft  Part,-  becaufe  if  will 
beneceffary  to  let  fome  of  them  remain,  in  order  to 
bind  the  Berries,  which,  without  this  Precaution, 
would  be  fcattered  all  about  the  Prefs,  after  the 
Extradion  of  the  Juices 

The  Wine  that  has  been  drawn  out  of  the  Fat 
k  afterward  intermixed  with  the  Liquor  produced 
by  the  two  or  three  firft  Preffings  ;  but  as  the  W  ine, 
which  is  afforded  by  the  following  Preflings,  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  former  in  its  Qualities,  it  v^/i]l  be  pro¬ 
per  to  difpofe  it  apart. 

The  Wine  is  now  made  and  diffribütcd  into 
Veflcls,  which  are  marked  according  to  the  Order 
of  the  firft,  fécond,  and  third  Cuvée,  whether 
white  or  red  -,  and  when  it  has  been  fuflered  to  fer¬ 
ment  in  the  Air  for  fome  Days,  the  Number  of 
which  is  proportioned  to  the  Maturity  of  the  Grapes, 
and  the  Temperature  of  the  Seafon  *,  the  Veflels  are 
flopped  in  fuch  a  gentle  Manner,  as  enables  the 
Wine  to  exhale  its  moft  fiery  Particles  for  fome 
Time  :  After  which  it  is  lodged,  during  the  Win¬ 
ter,  in  an  upper  Cellar,  from  whence  it  is  removed 
into  lower  Vaults  at  the  Return  of  the  firft  Heats, 
and  is  fuflered  to  continue  there  no  longer  than  the 
clofe  of  Autumn. 

Wine  of  the  firft  Year,  is  ufually  lodged  in  new 
Veffels,  from  whence  it  Ihould  always  be  transfufed 
into  fome  other  Veffel  that  has  contained  Wine  of 
the  fame  Species  ;  and  this  is  an  effential  Circum- 
ftance  with  Refpedt  to  White- Wine,  which  would 
eafily  be  ftained,  by  pafTing  into  a  Veffel  that  has 
formerly  been  appropriated  to  Wine  of  a  different 
Nature  ;  and  it  would  be  apt  to  contraél  a  Flavour 
of  the  Wood,  if  we  pour  it  into  a  Veffel  that  has 
never  been  ufed  before. 

It  has  been  a  prevailing  Opinion,  though  with¬ 
out  the  ieaft  Foundation,  that  Wine  is  beft  prc- 
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fcrved  on  its  Lees  -,  for  it  is  certain  that  nothing  can 
be  more  injurious  to  it  than  Lees  and  Air.  L  the 
Champenois  transfufe  their  Wine  into  different  Vef- 
fels  twelve  Times  in  four  Years,  they  always  choofe 
fuch  as  are  perfedlly  clean,  with  a  View,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  to  prevent  their  Wine  from  growing  vapid  ; 
i  and  they  ufuaily  burn  a  little  Match  of  Sulphur, 
half  an  Inch  in  Length  and  Breadth,  in  the  Velfel 
they  empty,  that  it  may  be  filled  with  the  Odour, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Evacuation,  and  may  likewife 
receive  a  Steam  of  Spirits,  capable  of  promoting 
the  natural  Fire  and  bright  Complexion  of  the 
I  Liquor. 

,  As  the  Goodnefs  and  Duration  of  Wine  depends, 

I  in  a  peculiar  Manner,  on  the  Precautions  that  are 
I  taken  to  refine  it  from  its  Lees,  much  Attention 
j  has  been  employed  to  find  out  proper  Expedients 
I  for  its  Clarification.  The  firft  of  thefe  conflits  in 
I  drawing  off  the  Wine,  the  fécond  in  glewing  it. 

The  former  of  thefe  Operations  is  performed  by 
drawing  off  the  Wine  from  its  Lees,  into  another 
j  clean. Veffel,  by  the  Aid  of  a  leathern  Pipe  and  a 
ij  Pair  of  Bellows.  A  Tube  of  Wood  is  faftened  on 
i  one  of  the  Extremities  of  the  Pipe,  and  this  is  in- 
:  ferted  into  the  lower  Part  of  the  Veffel  that  is  in- 
;  tended  to  be  filled  .  The  other  Extremity  ends  in 
another  Tube  of  the  fame  Nature,  and  is  fixed  in  a 
:  large  Fountain  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Veffel  that  is  to 
i  be  emptied.  When  the  Fountain  is  opened,  the 
I  Wine  flows  out  of  one  Veffel  into  another,  till  the 
?i  Surfaces  of  Liquor,  in  both,  have  acquired  an  equal 
[j  Level  ;  after  which,  the  Nozzle  of  a  large  Bellows 
J  is  inferted  into  the  upper  Vent  of  the  Veffel  which 
is  to  be  emptied,  and  the  Air,  which  is  then  forced 
into  it  by  the  repeated  Efforts  of  the  Bellows,  creates 
an  equal  Preffure  on  the  Surface  of  the  Wine,  and 
i  impels  it  into  the  other  Veffel  without  occafioning 
I  the  leaf!:  Diforder. 
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The  Operation  of  glewing  the  Wine  is  per¬ 
formed  by  pouring  into  each  Vefîel  a  Pint  of  Liquor, 
wherein  a  Lump  of  Fifh-Glew,  fixty  or  feventy 
Grains  in  Weight,  has  been  fteeped  and  diluted  for 
the  fpace  of  four  Days.  This  glewy  Subftance, 
which  the  Dutch  import  among  us  from  Archangel^ 
ought  to  be  very  clear  and  tranfparent.  We  ufually 
beat  it  with  a  wooden  Hammer,  in  order  to  break 
it  into  Shivers,  and  that  it  may  diflblve,  with  Jefs 
Difficulty,  in  a  little  Wine  and  River  Water, 
which  laft  is  more  penetrating  than  Spring- Water. 
A  very  fmall  Quantity  of  Wine  is  added,  from 
Time  to  Time,  and  the  whole  is  frequently  worked 
about  with  the  Hand  ;  after  which  it  is  paifed  thro’ 
a  Linen-Strainer  of  a  modetate  Finenefs  *,  and  they 
then  pour  as  much  of  this  Intermixture  as  v/ill  fill 
three  GlafiTes,  or  a  Pint,  into  the  Cafk,  and  draw 
off  two  or  three  Bottles  of  the  Liquor.  This  G  lew 
is  blended  with  the  Wine  by  being  ftirred  with  a 
bent  Stick,  which  caufes  the  vifcous  Subftance  to 
diffufe  itfelf  over  the  Surface,  like  a  Net  ;  and 
when  a  moderate  Quantity  of  Air  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Caflc,  through  a  Vent,  the  Glew  will  fink 
to  the  bottom,  and  draw  along  with  it  the  fuperfluous 
Oil,  and  generally  the  whole  Mafs  of  Impurities 
that  float  in  the  Veffel  *,  and  inftead  of  vitiating  the 
Wine,  in  any  inftance  whatever,  it  gives  all  its  good 
Qualities  their  full  play. 

Wines  are  drawm  off  from  their  Lees,  in  fome 
of  the  firft  Days  of  January ^  or  when  the  Froft 
has  begun  to  clarify  them  in  a  natural  manner.  The 
drawing  oft'  is  repeated  at  the  end  of  fifteen  Days  5 
and  if  the  Wines  are  gray,  they  ought  to  be  glewed 
eight  Days  before  they  are  bottled. 

If  the  Wine  be  drawn  off  toward  the  end  of 
Marché  when  the  Sap  begins  to  rife  in  the  Vine,  it 
will  froth  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  whiten  like  Milk, 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  Glafs,  the  Moment  it  is 
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poured  out.  Wine  will  fometimes  acquire  this 
Quality,  if  it  be  drawn  off  during  the  Afcent  of  the 
Sap  in  Auguft  *,  which  makes  it  evident,  that  the 
Froth  is  occafioned  by  the  Operation  of  the  Air 
and  Sap,  which  then  aft  with  Vigour  in  the  Wood 
of  the  Vine,  and  likewife  in  the  Liquor  it  produced. 
This  violent  Ebullition,  which  is  fo  agreeable  to 
fome  Perfons,  is  thought  by  Connoijtfeurs^  to  be  in- 
confiftent  with  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Wine,  fi nee  the 
greeneft  may  be  made  to  whiten  into  a  Froth  ;  and 
the  mod  perfeft  Wines  feldom  difeover  this  Quality. 

The  Month  of  March  is  the  ufual  Sealon  for 
glewing  the  moft  tender  Wines,  fuch  as  thofe  of 
Ai^  Epernaiy  Haut'VÏllïers^  and  Pieri^  whofe  chief 
Confumption  is  in  France  *,  but  this  Operation  fhould 
not  be  performed  on  fuch  ftrong  Wines,  as  thofe  of 
Sillery^  Verfenai^  and  other  Mountain  Wines  of 
Rhehns^  till  they  are  twelve  Months  old  *,  at  which 
time  they  are  capable  of  fupporting  themfelves  for 
feveral  Years.  Thefe  Wines  grace  the  Tables  of 
London^  Amfterdam^  Copenhagen^  and  of  all  the 
North.  We  are  likewife  affured,  that  they  have 
pafîèd  the  Line  with  Impunity  ;  but  I  am  fome- 
thing  incredulous  as  to  that  Particular. 

When  thefe  Wines  are  bottled  off,  before  they 
have  exhaled  their  impetuous  Particles,  they  burft  a 
number  of  Bottles,  and  are  lefs  perfeft  in  their  Qua¬ 
lities.  The  proper  Method  of  bottling  Wine,  con- 
lifts  in  leaving  the  fpace  of  a  Finger’s  breadth  between 
the  Cork  and  the  Liquor,  and  in  binding  the  Cork 
down  with  Packthread  ;  it  will  alfo  be  proper  to  feal 
the  Mouths  of  the  Bottles  with  Wax,  to  prevent 
Miftakes  and  Impofitions.  The  Bottles  fliould  like¬ 
wife  be  inclined  on  one  fide  -,  becaufe,  if  they  are 
placed  in  an  upright  Pofition,  the  Corks  will  grow 
dry  in  a  few  Months,  for  want  of  Moifture,  and 
Ihrink  from  their  firft  Dimenfions.  In  Confequence 
i(of  which,  a  Paffage  will  be  opened  to  the  external 
VoL.  IL  X  Air, 
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Air,  which  wilithen  impart  an  Acidity  to  the  Wine, 
and  form  a  white  Flower  on  the  Surface,  which  will 
be  an  Evidence  of  its  Corruption. 

Red  Wines  are  feldom  glewed  and  bottled, 
cfpecially  during  the  firft  Year  the  hufky  Parti¬ 
cles,  from  which  the  Wine  receives  its  redTindlure^r 
are  feparated  from  Month  to  Month,  and  the  hea- 
vieft  are  foon  precipitated  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Cafk.  If  you  gîew  and  bottle  red  Wine,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  perfectly  fine  *,  but  the  firft  Motion  of  the 
Bottle,  when  two  Months  are  expired,  or  the  Ad- 
milTion  of  the  external  Air,  when  you  pour  out  the 
two  firft  GlafTes,  will  immediately  raife  a  Cloud 
from  the  bottom,  which  will  deprive  the  Wine  of- 
ks  bright  Colour  and  agreeable  Flavour. 

No  red  Wine  fhould  therefore  be  bottled,  but 
fuch  as  is  intended  to  be  drank  in  two  Months  -,  o- 
therwife  the  whole  Stock  will  either  be  loft,  or 
confiderably  changed  in  the  third  Month,  and  often¬ 
times  fooner  ;  either  becaufe  the^  bottom  of  the 
Bottle  is  covered  with  a  thick  Sediment,  which 
obliges  us  to  rack  oft'  the  Wine  with  Lofs  ;  or  be¬ 
caufe  red  Wine  of  the  firft  Year  contrasts  a  dis¬ 
agreeable  Tartnefs,  in  the  Bottle  -,  or,  laftly,  be¬ 
caufe  an  oily  Subftance  is  engendered  in  the  Wine, 
which  is  a  Defeat  that  is  ufually  remedied  by 
fhaking  the  Bottle  *,  but  it  may  be  cured  more  ef¬ 
fectually  in  the  Calli,  by  rolling  it  about,  and  by 
slewing  the  Wine,  or  elfe  by  keeping  it  a  whole 
Year, 

When  the  red  Wine  has  precipitated  its  Sediment, 
at  the  end  of  about  twelve  Months,  it  may  be  fafely 
drawn  off  into  Bottles,  where  it  will  fupport  itfelf 
much  better  than  in  the  Calk,  becaufe  the  Pores  of 
this  are  not  fo  contracted  as  thofe  of  the  Glafs.  The 
glewing  would  not  be  injurious  to  it,  though  it 
would  certainly  be  unneceftary,  after  the  Wine  has 
clarified  kfelf  by  its  own  Efforts* 

While 
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While  the  Liquor  continues  in  the  Cafk,  its  Dif- 
fipations  ought  to  be  recruited,  every  Month,  with 
the  beft  Wine  in  the  Cellar,  and  if  pofiible,  with 
that  of  the  fame  Cuvée.  As  the  Wood  that  con¬ 
tains  it  is  very  porous,  the  Wine  will  never  comport 
with  any  neighbouring  Odours,  fuch  as  thole  of 
Cheefe,  Cyder,  Beer,  and  Perry  -,  for  which  rea- 
Ibn  the  Cellar  ought  to  be  accommodated  as  much 
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as  polTible  to  the  Genius  of  the  Wine. 

Thefe,  my  dear  Chevalier,  are  the  bed  Methods 
that  can  be  obferved,  in  the  Making  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Wine,  and  their  Efficacy  is  juftihed  by  the 
Experience  of  fifty  Years. 

Prior.  I  am  furprifed,  when  I  confider  to  what 
Length  the  Indultry  of  a  laborious  People  may  be 
extended.  The  Champenois  have  experienced  the 
reverfe  of  that  Event  which  befel  the  Inhabitants 
of  Campania.  The  Falern.^  the  Majjlc.^  and 
Formian  Wines,  which  Horace  has  fo  frequently  ce¬ 
lebrated,  as  the  mod  perfeét  Produdions  of  ltaly\ 
were  doomed  to  a  fad  Declenfion,  within  an  hundred 
Years  after  his  Death,  by  the  Mifconduél  of  the  In¬ 
habitants,  who  negleéled  the  right  Method  of  mak¬ 
ing  them,  and  thought  a  Profufion  of  thofe  Liquors 
preferable  to  their  Perfedion  And  though  they 
once  were  capable  of  being  prefer ved  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Years,  they  now  ffiare  the  Fate  of  mod  Fa- 
lian  Wines,  which  are  fo  extremely  weak,  as  to  be 
rendered  ufelefs  at  the  Return  of  the  hot  Seafon, 
unlefs  they  are  boiled,  in  order  to  fupport  them  thro* 
the  enfuing  Year  d  :  But  the  Inhabitants  of  Cham¬ 
paign  have,  by  a  Series  of  Indudry,  and  the  Re¬ 
gularity  of  their  Methods,  not  only  given  a  Repu¬ 
tation  to  their  Wines,  which  were  lately  fo  little 
known,  but  have  llkewife  acquired  the  Art  of  pre- 
ferving  their  delicate  Flavour,  much  longer  than  is 
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pradlicabîe  with  the  Wines  of  Burgundy  and  Guienne. 
This  is  a  recent  Faét,  and  it  ought  to  create  a  ge¬ 
nerous  Emulation  in  the  Proprietors  of  other  Vine¬ 
yards. 

Count,  I  forefaw  this  Event,  and  exprefied  my 
Sentiments  of  it  in  a  little  Memorandum,  which  I 
formerly  made  on  the  Progrefsof  Chaynpaign  Wine, 
when  I  paflTed  through  that  Province.  When  Philip 
of  Valois  was  inaugurated,  in  the  Year  1328,  the 
Inhabitants  of  Rheims  furnifhed,  for  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  they  prepared  for  the  King  and  his  whole 
Court,  three  hundred  Pieces  of  Wine,  partly  of 
the  Growth  of  Beaune^  and  St,  Pourçain^  and  partly 
OÏ  Rheims.  Each  two  Pieces  of  this  lafl:  Growth 
coft  from  fix  to  ten  Livres.  The  W ine  of  St.  Pour- 
çain  amounted  to  twelve  Livres  each  Cafic,  and  two 
Pieces  of  that  oï  Beaune  came  to  twenty  eight  Livres. 

Prior.  The  Wine  of  Rheims  mufi;  certainly  have 
been  but  little  known  at  that  time,  or  elfe  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  ill  made,  fince  its  Price  was  fo  inferior  to 
that  of  Burgundy. 

Count,  In  the  Reign  of  I.  2ix\d  Henry  11 . 

the  Wine  of  Rheims  was  generally  efteemed,  and 
there  is  a  Tradition  that  CharlesY .  Francis!.  Henry 
VIII.  and  Leo^.  had  each  of  them  a  CommilTioner, 
who  refided  at  to  acquire  timely  Intelligence  of 
the  beft  Growths. 

At  the  Coronation  of  Francis  II  that  Monarch 
received  a  Prefent  of  Burgundy  Wine,  which  was 
fold  for  twenty  Livres  the  two  Pieces,  at  Rheims  \ 
and  like  wife  of  Wine,  that  coft  from  four- 

£een  to  ieventeen  and  nineteen  Livres  the  two  Pieces  ; 
fo  that  this  latter  Wine  was  dearer  at  that  time 
îhao  Burgundy,  V/Ten  CharlesYK,  wt.s crowmed  "b, 
the  Rheims  Wine,  that  was  pre fenced  to  him,  coft 
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twenty-eight  and  thirty  Livres  the  two  Pieces  ;  and 
the  Wine  of  Laonnois  was  dearer  than  that  of  Rhiems, 

At  the  Inauguration  oï*  HenryWl.  they  only  pre- 
fented  the  Wines  oïRheims^  from  fifty -four  to  feventy- 
five  Livres  the  two  Pieces  *,  and  thofe  were  the  only 
Growths  that  were  drank  at  the  Coronation  of  Lewis 
XIII.  and  they  coft  an  hundred  and  feventy-five 
Livres  the  two  Pieces  ;  but  they  were  advanced  to 
fuch  Perfection,  when  Lewis  XIV.  was  crowned, 
that  all  the  great  Lords  were  defirous  of  drinking 
it  -,  and  it  has  been  confiderably  improved  lince  that 
time,  particularly  with  refpe6t  to  its  Duration  -f*. 

Prior,  This  Wine  is,  at  laft,  become  the  only 
Growth  in  France^  that  can  be  ranked  in  Competi- 
i  tion  with  Burgundy, 

i  Count,  If  Vv'e  will  be  determined  by  the  fineft  Pa¬ 
lates,  the  Champaign  Wine  is  much  preferable  to 
Burgundy, 

Prior.  It  is  a  fufficient  Honour  for  Champaign.^ 
to  be  advanced  to  the  fame  Degree  of  Eftimation 
with  Burgundy  ;  and  it  may  Very  well  difpenfe 
r  with  the  Priority.  I  always  thought  Burgundy  had 
\  fome  Similitude  to  a  folid  Underftanding,  which 
!i  afiecfs  us  with  lading  Imprefiions;  and  that  Cham- 
j  paign  refembled  a  lively  Wit,  which  glitters  more 
'  upon  the  Imagination,  but  is  not  always  ferviceable 
;  to  its  Poffefibr. 

I  Count,  You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  if  I  cannot  al- 
:j  together  approve  of  your  Comparifon.  If  you  had 
H  made  the  Froth  of  fome  Chaînpaign'^mts.^  and  the 
i|  Sallies  of  a  Iprightly  Wit,  your  Parallel,  I  fhould 
I  have  thought  it  unexceptionable  :  And  feveral  plea- 
i  fant  Remarks  might  be  made  on  this  Sprightlinefs 
without  Solidity.  But  fuch  a  Champaign  Wine,  as  that 
I  of  Sillery.^  unites  all  the  Vigour  of  Burgundy  with 
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an  agreeable  Flavour,  peculiar  to  itfelf.  Good  Wine 
may  be  confidered  in  the  fame  I.ightwith  true  Wit, 
whofe  utm(  it  Perfedticn  refaits  from  Solidity,  in 
Conjundtion  with  Delicacy. 

P;  iûr,  I  prefer  ufeful  Qualities  to  thofe  that  are 
merely  agreeable:  Burgundy  feems  to  be  a  more 
filutary  Wine  than  Chamgaign^  and  will  always  be 
triumphant  for  that  Reafon.  Its  Colour  alone  de¬ 
clares  it  to  be  a  Wine  of  a  good  Body  ;  and  I  imift 
confefs  I  am  apt  to  be  diffident  of  all  dazling  Ap¬ 
pearances. 

Ccurit,  Moft  People  are  very  willing  to  believe 
that  this  deep  Colour,  which  is  fo  much  efteemed 
in  BurgundyV^infts^  is  an  Indication  of  their  Whole- 
fomnefs  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  this  Complexion  is 
like  wife  obfervable  in  the  groffeft  Wines,  and  it 
refaits  from  an  Intermixture  of  the  hufky  Parts  of 
the  Grape.  Wine  will  lofe  its  Finenefs,  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Quantity  of  thofe  Particles  that  are  blend¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  will  be  lefs  qualified  for  Digeflion. 
The  Gout  therefore,  and  the  Scone,  with  which  the 
Inhabitants  of  Wine- Countries  are  fo  frequently  af- 
flidled,  are  Dificempers  hardly  known  either  at 
Rbeims^  or  on  the  Banks  of  the  Marne ^  v/here  the 
Wines  are  very  moderately  coloured. 

Let  us  form  a  Judgment  of  Foods  and  Liquors, 
agreeably  to  the  plain  Lav/s  of  Nature.  You, 
yourfelf,  Sir,  obferved  very  lately,  that  the  Deity, 
inftead  of  fubjedling  us  to  the  Uncertainty  of  Exa¬ 
minations,  has  enabled  us  to  judge  of  the  Excellence 
cf  any  particelar  Nouriffiment,  by  the  Impreffions 
of  Senfe.  This  Rule,  which  is  never  fallacious, 
when  our  Diet  is  fimple,  and  free  from  Intermix¬ 
tures,  decides  the  Pre-eminence  in  Favour  of  the 
Wine  of  Rheims^  and  its  Scent  and  Flavour  alone 
are  Intimations  or  its  enjoying  the  mofi:  perfedl  Qua¬ 
lities.  But  I  have  another  Remark  to  offer,  which 
is,  that  Wines  may  be  made  almofi:  as  white  in  P//r- 
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guyidy,  as  they  are  in  Champaign^  though  not  fo 
good  :  And  on  the  other  hand,  the  Champenois  -prth 
a  Wine  as  red  as  the  Burgundy-Growth^  and  the 
Merchants  fell  it,  either  as  the  beft  Species  of  Bur- 
gundy^  to  the  Wine-Conner<s,  who  are  the  firft  Peo¬ 
ple  that  are  deceived  in  it  -,  or  as  red  Champaign^ 

I  rto  the  Connoijfeurs^  who  prefer  it  to  any  other  Wine. 
In  a  Word,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  Merit  of  Wines^, 
by  the  Price  at  which  tfiey  are  fold  by  the  Merchant, 

I  we  fhall  certainly  aflign  the  Preference  to  Cham- 
paigUy  fince  fhe  finefli  Species  of  this  Wine  is  fold 
in  the  Vaults  of  Silkri  and  Ep&rnaiy  for  fix,  feven, 
or  eight  hundred  JLivres  *,  when  the  fame  Quantity 
of  the  beft  Burgundy  may  be  purchafed  for  three 
hundred. 

Countefs.  Let  me  intreat  you.  Gentlemen,  to 
leave  this  Controverfy  undecided  ;  for  we  have  no 
Judges  who  are  qualified  to  pronounce  a  definitive 
Sentence  *,  but  if  there  really  were  any  fuch,  it  would 
be  prudent  in  them  to  let  this  Debate  always  fub- 
fift.  The  equal  Pretenfions  that  are  formed  by  thefe 
-two  great  Provinces,  promote  an  Emulation  which 
is  ad  vantageous  to  us.  The  Partifans  for  Burgundy 
and  Champaign  form  two  Fadllons  in  the  State  ;  but 
their  Contefts  are  very  entertaining,  and  their  En¬ 
counters  not  at  all  dangerous.  It  is  very  ufual  to 
I  fee  the  Zealots  of  one  Party  maintaining  a  Corre- 
fpondenoe  with  thofe  of  the  other  *,  they  frequently 
alfociate  together  without  any  Referve,  and  thofe 
who  were  Advocates  ^or  Burgundy  y  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Entertainment,  are  generally  reconciled  to 
Champaign  before  the  Appearance  of  the  Defer t. 

But  let  me  advife  you,  Genriemen,  not  to  be  fo 
inchanted  with  the  Attractions  of  Wine,  as  to  treat 
other  Liquors  with  Partiality,  though  they  may  hap- 
i  pen  to  be  inferior  in  Merit.  This  Part  of  the 
I  Country  has,  for  fome  Years  paft,  produced  a 
;  Cyder,  which  is  comparable  to  that  of  Rouen.  It 
is  indeed  my  favourite  Vintage,  and  I  will  acquaint 
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you  with  the  Particulars  of  it,  if  the  Prior  will  firft 
be  pleafed  to  defcribe  to  us  the  manner  of  making 
Beer. 

Prior,  The  neceflary  Ingredients  of  this  Liquor 
are  Water,  Barley,  Hops,  and  Yeaft. 
-..er.  Water  ought  to  be  light  and  pe¬ 

netrating  ;  and  thefe  Qualities  are  indicated  by  its 
Facility  of  being  worked  into  a  ftrong  Foam  by 
Soap.  If  it  froths  but  little,  we  may  conclude  it 
to  be  harfli,  and  impregnated  with  Principles  that 
are  foreign  to  its  Nature.  The  Barley  ought  to  be 
ground,  after  it  has  fprouted  ;  and  this  may  be 
effeded  by  fteeping  it  four  and  twenty  Hours  m 
Water.  After  which,  it  is  carried  to  the  Cellar, 
which  is  called  the  fprouting  Vault,  where  it  re¬ 
mains,  till  each  particular  Grain  has  (hot  forth,  to 
the  Length  of  four  or  five  twelfths  of  an  Inch.  It 
is  then  dried  in  a  covered  Loft,  and  upon  a  Floor 
that  has  feveral  Inrerftices  in  it,  which  fhould  be 
covered  with  large  Horfe>hair  Cloths.  The  Barley 
is  fpread  over  thefe,  and  gradirally  dried,  by  a 
Heat  which  afcends  from  an  Oven  placed  beneath. 

The  fprouted  Grains,  and  likewife  thofe  v/hich 
have  not  fhot  forth,  for  both  Kinds  are  fometimes 
intermixed,  are  afterward  moderately  ground,  but 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  however,  as  to  difengage  the 
Meal  from  the  Bran. 

The  neceflary  V effels  for  making  Beer  are  large 
Coppers,  and  wooden  Mafning-Fats.  The  former 
of  thefe  are  inclofed  with  a  Work  of  Mafonry,  and 
are  likewife  placed  over  a  Brick-Stove,  which  has 
the  fame  Dimenfions  as  the  bottom  of  the  Copper. 

The  Mafhing-Fat  fhould  have  a  real,  and  a  fly¬ 
ing  or  falfe  Bottom.  The  real  or  proper  Bottom, 
which  is  the  lowefl;  of  the  two,  defcends  in  a  Slant 
toward  the  middle,  where  there  is  a  round  Opening, 
which  is  clofed  up  with  a  Rudder  or  Tap- Staff, 
whofe  Length  exceeds  the  Depth  of  the  Fat.  The 
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falfe  Bottom  is  two  Inches  above  the  real  one,  and 
is  compofed  of  Planks  which  are  raifed  up,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  clean’d  *,  and  they  have  a  great  Number 
of  fmall  Perforations.  On  this  Bottom,  a  Surface 
either  of  Hops,  or  the  threfhed  Ears  of  Corn,  is 
jpread  to  the  Depth  of  an  Inch.  The  Malt  is  then 
poured  upon  this  Surface,  and  the  hot  Liquor  which 
IS  pumped  out  of  the  Copper  into  the  Mafhing  Fat, 
defcends  to  the  loweft  Part  of  it,  through  a  Pipe 
inferred  between  the  two  Bottoms  -,  after  which  it 
rifes  gradually  through  the  fmali  Apertures  of  the 
falfe  Bottom,  and  caufes  whatever  Subftances  it 
meets  to  afcend  with  it,  and  float  on  its  Surface.  It 
ihould  neither  be  too  hot,  nor  too  cold  -,  and  its  juft 
Degree  of  Heat  is  difcovered  by  its  Ebullition  on 
the  Sides  of  a  wooden  Peel,  which  is  plunged  into 
the  Copper  for  that  purpofe.  The  Fire  is  then  im¬ 
mediately  taken  out  of  the  Siove  ;  after  w^hich,  the 
Liquor  is  fhifted  into  the  Fat,  and  the  Malt  is  ftrong- 
ly  worked  about  with  Maibing-Poles,  in  order  to 
blend  its  Subftance  with  the  Liquor  -,  and  this  is 
what  we  properly  call  Brewing. 

The  Malt  is  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  Malhing- 
1  Fat,  for  the  fpace  of  an  Hour  ;  after  which,  the 
I  Pole,  inferted  into  the  Aperture  at  the  Bottom,  is 
i  raifed  up,  and  the  Liquor,  which  is  then  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  fineft  and  moft  nutrimental  Parts  of 
1  the  Malt,  flows  through  the  little  Openings  in  the 
i  falfe  Bottom,  where  the  Bran  and  all  the  grofTer 
!  Particles  are  detained,  and  the  Liquor  is  then  con- 
I  veyed  into  a  Refervatory,  through  the  Aperture  in 
the  proper  Bottom, 

,  A  C^antity  of  new  Liquor  is  then  poured  into 
the  Malhing-Fat,  and  worked  about  a  fécond  and 
a  third  time,  with  the  fame  Malt,  till  this  has  difcharg- 
ed  all  its  remaining  Subftance.  The  Quantity  of 
Liquor,  infufed  into  the  Copper  and  the  F.it,  at  thefe 
different  Operations,  is  properly  adjufted,  and 
4  twelve 
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twelve  BuOiels  of  Malt  are  allowed  to  a  Hogfhead 
of  Water. 

The  Liqnor,  thus  incorporated  with  the  Sub- 
fiance  of  the  Malt,  is  fhifted,  from  the  Referva- 
tory,  into  a  Copper,  where  it  is  boiled  up  with  Male- 
Hops  ;  eight  Pounds  and  a  half  of  which  are  allotted 
to  a  Hogfliead  of  Liquor.  And  in  order  to  redden 
the  Beer,  the  whole  (^antlty  is  fuffered  to  boil  for 
the  fpace  of  four  and  twenty  Hours.  But  if  the  In¬ 
tention  be  to  whiten  the  Drink,  it  will  be  fufficient 
if  it  only  begins  to  boil.  It  is  then  cooled  by  being 
poured  into  Backs,  which  are  fhallow  VeiTels,  of  a 
great  Width  and  Length.  When  the  Wort  be¬ 
comes  hike- warm,  it  is  difcharged  into  another  Vef- 
fel,  and  mixed  up  with  Yeaft;  a  Pail-full  of  which 
is  allowed  to  every  Hogfhead  of  Liquor,  This 
Yeaft  is  the  Foam  which  the  Beer  difcharges  out  of 
the  Tun,  and  is  preferved  in  order  to  fermenta  new 
Wort.  When  it  has  been  feven  Hours  in  the  Vef- 
fel,  it  begins  to  work,  and  the  Procefs  of  this  Ope¬ 
ration  incorporates  the  Spirit  of  the  Hops  with  the 
Subftance  of  the  Malt.  The  Beer  is  then  tunned, 
and  the  Vefiels  continue  open  for  the  fpace  of  two 
Hours,  that  all  Impurities  may  be  worked  off,  and 
the  Tun  is  filled  up  every  four  Hours. 

The  Liquor,  whofe  Procefs  I  have  been  deferib- 
ing,  is  called  double  Beer  -,  but  if  only  half  the 
Ingredients  I  have  mentioned  be  allov/ed  to  a 
Hogfnead  of  Liquor,  the  Drink  of  that  Brewing 
will  be  Ale  ;  and  when  no  more  than  a  third  Part  of 
tiiofe  Ingredients  are  ufed,  they  will  produce  Small 
Beer.  Jf  a  little  Point  of  Coriander  be  infufed,  it 
will  have  a  good  Effedl  on  the  Beer.  The  Brewers 
of  Paris^  who  make  this  Drink  in  great  Perfedlion, 
are  careful  to  preferve  it  in  that  agreeable  Condition, 
and  never  thicken  it  with  Honey,  or  difpirit  it  with 
Sugar.  They  are  likewife  as  cautious  not  to  render 
it  windy  and  impetuoqs,  with  the  Shavings  of  Ivo- 
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ry,  or  with  Ginger  and  other  Spices,  as  is  pradtifed 
at  Lijle  and  London, 

Beer  acquires  its  Perfedlion  in  Bottles,  if  it  only 
remains  in  them  for  a  few  Months  -,  but  a  longer 
Continuance  will  caufe  it  to  contrad:  an  infupporta- 
ble  Bitternefs,  which  ought  to  be  prevented  as  much 
as  polTible. 

Beer  has  been  ufed  at  all  times,  and  in  all  Coun¬ 
tries  that  are  deftitute  of  Vines.  Cyder  is  thought 
to  be  a  modern  Invention  ;  and  if  we  difcover  fome 
Traces  of  it  among  the  Jews  and  other  Nations, 
it  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was 
not  fo  univerfal  a  Liquor  as  it  is  at  prefent  •,  and  that 
it  has  been  only  rendered  common  within  the  three 
Jaft  Centuries,  in  England  and  likewife  in  Normandy^ 
where  the  old  Methods  of  making  it,  and  which 
are  now  ufelefs,  may  be  feen  in  fome  Monafleries. 
The  ufe  of  this  agreeable  and  falutary  Liquor  has, 
within  the  fpace  of  twenty  Years,  been  rendered  much 
more  extenfive,  in  thofe  of  our  Provinces  that  are 
near  the  Ocean.  But  the  Chevalier’s  Curiofity  to 
know  the  Methods  of  making  Cyder,  ought  not 
to  be  interrupted  by  a  long  Hiftory  of  this  Liquor, 

Coiintefs.  Cyder  is  the  Juice  of  Ap- 
pies,  but  not  of  fuch  as  are  efteemed  for  ^ 
common  Ufe  j  as  the  Reinette,  the  Calville,  and  a 
Variety  of  other  Species:  it  is  produced  from  the 
mofl:  favage  Clafles  of  this  Fruit,  and  from  thofe 
whofe  Flavour  is  lead  agreeable  to  the  Palate. 
Some  of  thefe  wild  Apples  are  fweet,  others  very 
acid.  Thefe  latter  produce  very  bad  Cyder  ; 
and  the  belt  Method  will  be  either  to  root  up 

*  Sicera,  Hebræo  Sermone  (Shecar)  omnls  potio  nominatur 
quæ  inebriare  poteft,  five  ilia  quæ  frumento  conficitur,  five  po- 
morum  fucco.  Hieron.  Ep.  ad  Nepot, 

The  word  Sicera,  which  in  the  Hebrew  Language  isexprefied 
by  ^hecary  is  applicable  to  all  inebriating  Liquors,  whether  they 
be  made  of  Corn,  or  the  Juice  of  Apples, 
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the  Plant,  or  elfe  to  improve  it  by  Grafting.  The 
Iweet  Apples  are  the  only  proper  Fruits  for  afford¬ 
ing  an  agreeable  Cyder,  which  neither  offends  the 
Palate,  nor  intoxicates  the  Head.  The  Apples 
fhould  be  gathered  from  the  Tree  -,  but  they  may 
be  fhaken  down  with  Poles,  when  the  luxuriant 
Growth  of  a  plentiful  Year  would  render  the  o- 
ther  Method  too  tedious  and  expenfive.  They  are 
afterward  expofed  in  Heaps,  to  the  open  Air,  till 
they  have  acquired  their  due  Perfection  -,  after  which, 
they  are  carried  into  the  Confervatory,  where  each 
Species  is  ranged  according  to  its  particular  De¬ 
gree  of  Maturity  •,  and  in  order  to  be  preffed,  at 
different  times,  till  the  Winter  be  far  advanced. 
The  found  Fruits  are  firft  bruifed  in  a  large  circular 
Trough,  under  two  wooden  Wheels,  placed  in  an 
upright  Pofition,  and  whofe  Axle-Trees  are  fattened 
to  a  turning  Beam,  which  is  drawn  round  by  a 
Horfe.  Thofe,  who  are  unprovided  with  an  En¬ 
gine  of  this  Nature,  may  bruile  the  Apples  with 
Fettles.  When  this  Operation  is  completed,  the 
pulpy  Subttance  is  conveyed  to  a  Prefs,  whofe 
Struàure  correfponds  with  that  of  the  Wine-Prefs. 
And  to  prevent  this  bruifed  Mafs  of  Apples  from 
being  fcattered  from  the  Prefs,  Care  is  taken  to  ditt 
pofe  it  into  a  fquare  Bed,  four  or  five  Inches  thick  ; 
this  is  afterward  covered  with  a  Surface  of  Straw, 
which  ought  to  have  a  fmall  Projection  over  the  Sides 
of  the  Heap.  A  fécond  Square  of  the  crufhed  Fruit 
is  raifed  upon  this  Spread  of  Straw  j  another  Lay  of 
which  mutt  cover  the  new  Square  ;  and  this  Difpo- 
tttion  is  alternately  formed,  as  long  as  is  judged 
convenient.  Inftead  of  Straw,  we  make  ufe  of 
large  Hair- Cloths,  which  are  more  adapted  to  conr. 
tain  the  Marc.  The  great  Beams  of  the  Prefs  are 
then  lowered  with  the  Wheel,  and  the  Juice  flows 
into  a  Fat  that  is  funk  in  the  Earth  ;  from  whence 
it  is  afterward  fbifted  into  Velfels,  where  it  is  fuf- 

fered 
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fered  to  ferment,  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  Days,  of 
three  Weeks,  and  it  is  then  flopped  up. 

Count,  There  is  another  fmall  Prefs,  which  pre¬ 
vents  the  trouble  of  ranging  thefeveral  Beds  of  Fruit 
and  Straw.  It  is  called  a  Box-Prefs,  from  its  Simi¬ 
litude  to  a  Box  -,  and  is  calculated  to  contain  the 
feveral  Fruits  that  are  to  be  prefTed,  whether  they 
be  Apples,  Pears,  or  Grapes.  One  end  of  the  Box 
terminates  in  a  moveable  Beam,  which  is  worked  by 
a  Wheel,  and  a  Screw,  and  the  Juice  flows  through 
the  Cavities  that  open  in  the  Side. 

Count efs.  If  we  intend  to  drink  Cyder  in  its  Per- 
fedion,  and  would  have  it  flower  in  the  Glafs,  we 
muft  wait  till  it  has  been  properly  prepared  in  the 
Fat  -,  and  when  it  begins  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Pa¬ 
late,  it  mufl  be  glewed  like  Wine,  and  may  then  be 
drawn  off  in  Bottles,  which  will  preferve  it  much 
better,  and  for  a  longer  fpace  of  Time  than  Calks. 
There  is  not  much  Difficulty  in  the  Vintage  of  this 
Liquor,  and  it  pleafes  me  the  more  for  that  Reafon. 

Chevalier,  Since  the  reft  of  the  Company  have 
furnifhed  their  Quota’s  of  excellent  Li-  _  . 
quors,  I  ought,  Tn  Juftice,  to  make  a 
tender  of  mine  ;  and  indeed  it  has  two 
Qualities  that  are  greatly  to  be  valued.  It  is  very 
wholefom,  and  occafions  little  or  no  Expence, 
This  Liquor  is  extra(fl:ed  from  Juniper-Berries,  and 
it  may  be  called  the  Poor’s  Wine,  though  it  is  like- 
wife  ufed  by  Perfons  of  very  affluent  Fortunes.  It 
is  made  with  fix  Bufhels  of  Berries,  and  three  or  four 
handfuls  of  Wormwood.  Thefe  Ingredients  muft 
be  infufed  in  eight  Gallons  and  four  Quarts  of  Wa¬ 
ter,  for  the  fpace  of  a  Month  ;  after  which,  we  may 
let  the  Marc  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  rack  off  the 
Liquor,  which  is  rendered  much  better  and  more 
palatable  by  Age.  It  was  either  invented,  or 
brought  to  Perfeâion,  by  the  Count  de  Moret^  Son 
of  Henry  IV.  and  whofe  Name  has  occurred  to  me 
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in  Hiftory.  This  Prince,  who  was  thought  to  have 
been  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Caftelnaiidari^  pall  the 
Remainder  of  a  very  long  Life  in  a  private  Retreat, 
where  he  lived  in  a  very  devout  manner,  with  a 
few  Solitaries  ;  and  always  enjoyed  a  perfect  State 
of  Health,  which  he  acquired  by  the  Labour  of  his 
Hands,  and  the  Ufe  of  this  Liquor* 

Prior.  All  Nations  who  have  been  denied  the 
Ufe  of  Wine,  either  by  Nature,  or  their  Laws^ 
have  invented  different  Liquors.  The  Indians  ex- 
tra6l  an  excellent  juice  from  the  Palm-Tree,  but  it 
lofes  its  Goodnefs  in  â  few  days.  The  Hurh  have 
fome  particular  Paftes,  which  they  dilute  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  in  order  to  render  this  Fluid  more  agreeable  or 
nutrimental.  The  Americans  dilfolve  the  Pafte  of 
their  Cocoas  in  Water.  The  Lithuanians ^  the  Poles^ 
and  the  Mufcovites^  who  have  plenty  of  Honey, 
fteep  it  in  Water,  which  they  boil  to  a  moderate 
degree,  and  then  fuffer  the  Mixture  to  ferment  in 
the  Sun,  by  which  means  it  becomes  a  very  ftrong 
and  pleafing  Liquor,  and  is  commonly  known  by  the 
Name  of  Mead.  'Th^Engli/h  extract  Liquors  from 
Rafpberries,  Goofeberries,  Strawberries,  and  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  other  Fruits  ;  but  their  Favourite  Liquor  is 
Punch,  which  is  a  Compofition  of  two  thirds  of 
Brandy,  and  one  of  comnion  Water  ;  to  which  they 
add  a  proper  quantity  of  Sugar,  Cinnamon,  powderM 
Cloves,  and  a  Slice  of  toafted  Bread  ;  Milk  likewife, 
and  the  Yolks  of  Eggs,  are  frequently  intermixed, 
to  thicken  the  whole  *. 

Chevalier.  Brandy  and  Milk  !  This  furely  is  a 
Itrange  Compofition. 

Prior.  We  reproach  them  for  their  Mixture  of 
Liquors,  and  they  are  as  fevere  upon  us,  for  the 
Diverfity  of  our  Ragoûts. 

*  The  Author  might  have  informed  himfelf  better  in  what 
manner  Punch  is  made  in  England  ;  but  this  is  not  the  hrfl;  time 
that  prepofterous  Cuiloms  have  been  afcribed  to  our  Nation  by 
French  Fancifulnefs, 

,  ,4  Count. 
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Count,  What  makes  me  moft  diffident  of  the 
Wholefomnefs  of  Punch,  and  much  more  of  other 
tjftrong  Liquors,  is  the  Intermixture  of  Brandy,  which 
i  is  their  conftant  Bafis,  and  a  very  pernicious  one,  in 
i  my  Opinion. 

^  Chevalier.  Brandy  is  however  extracted  from  the 
rj  ftrongeft,  as  well  as  the  fineft  Parts  of  Wine  -,  what 
f|  injurious  Confequence  therefore  can  refult  from  the 
I  Ufe  of  it  ? 

Count.  The  Wine  fetters  thefe  ftrong  and  active 
Spirits;  and  they  are  likewife  corredled  by  the  o~ 
ther  Principles,  which  accompany  them.  Thofe 
Perfons  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Strufture  of 
our  Bodies,  and  the  Force  of  thefe  Principles,  have 
been  induftrious  to  diftil  and  blend  them  together, 
in  fuch  a  Proportion  as  is  befl  adapted  to  our  Or¬ 
gans.  But  when  the  moft  adlive  Parts  of  Wine 
are  extraded  by  the  Violence  of  Fire,  which  fepa- 
rates  them  from  the  other  Particles  that  would  mo¬ 
derate  their  Impetuofity  ;  they  muft  be  conftantly 
produdive  of  Diforders,  and  inflammatory  EfFeds. 
They  may  indeed  be  ferviceable,  when  ufed  in  a 
medicinal  manner,  like  fome  other  chemical  Diftil- 
lations;  but  a  frequent  Recourfe  to  thefe  violent 
Liquors,  though  the  Quantity  be  never  fo  inconfl- 
derable,  muft  infallibly  vitiate  the  Blood,  and  im¬ 
pair  the  Organs  themfelves.  And  this  Obfervation 
has  been  juftifled  by  too  many  fatal  Inliances, 
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Prior,  T'he  Chevalier. 


Chevalier, 


ON ’T  you  obferve,  Sir, 
that,  befide  the  agreeable 
Frefhnefs  we  experience, 
when  we  enter  thefe  Woods, 
we  are  likewife  fenfible  of 


a  pleafing  Emotion,  which  I  am  unable  to  deferibe  ; 
and  whofe  Caufe  you  undoubtedly  can  afiign  much 
better  than  rnyfelf.?* 

Prior,  The  Softenings  which  the  Light  receives 
from  the  branching  Verdure  j  the  Beauty  and  Height 
of  thefe  lofty  Trees*,  and  the  folemn  Silence  that 
reigns  all  around  us,  exhibit  an  Air  of  Novelty  and 
Or:’ recur,  which  immediately  ftrikes  the  Imagina- 
raid  infpires  it  with  a  contemplative  Sedatenefs, 


Chevalier, 
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Chevalier.  This  is  certainly  thepropereft  Scene  in 
the  World,  for  a  Converfation  on  the  Hihory  of 
Nature  *,  but  I  am  apt  to  think  the  Foreft  itfelf  can 
hardly  furnifli  us  with  any  thing  extremely  curious. 
The  fame  Objects  are  unfolded  to  our  View,  from 
;  one  End  to  the  other  ^  and  the  Eye  can  only  wander 
;  over  a  Profufion  of  Leaves  and  Wood. 

Prior.  Let  us  endeavour  to  confider  this  Thicket 
in  all  the  different  Forms  it  is  capable  of  affuming, 

I  and  in  all  the  various  Ufes  that  can  be  derived  from 
it.  It  may,  perhaps,  furnifh  us,  like  other  Farts 
:  of  Nature,  with  new  Motives  to  Admiration  and 
i  Gratitude.  We  will  begin  with  the  tall  Stems  which 
;  this  FOrefl:  rears  into  the  Air  ;  and  let  us  compare 
:  them  with  the  humble  Plants  that  are  cultivated  in 
;  the  Plain  below.  How  different  is  this  Garden 
:  from  ours!  We  think  thefe  latter  very  fpacious,  when 
,  they  contain  a  few  Acres  of  Earth  *,  but  this  extends 
^  itfelf  over  a  whole  Country.  Its  Productions  are 
i  without  Number,  and  their  Dimenfions  are  almoft 
1  immeafurable  ;  and  yet  all  thefe  thriving  Stocks 
rife  at  the  Diflance  of  a  few  Fathoms  from  each 
other,  and  are  frequently  feparated  by  the  fcanty 
fpace  of  four  or  five  Feet.  Who  formed  the  Plan 
of  thefe  mighty  Works,  and  conduced  them  to 
their  ultimate  Perfedion  ?  What  Gardener  charged 
himfelf  with  the  Plantation  of  this  amazing  Number 
of  Trees?  W^  ho  had  competent  Abilities  for  prun¬ 
ing  their  redundant  Growths,  and  affording  them 
their  (fated  Refrefnments  of  Water  ?  My  Curiofity 
equally  prompts  me  to  enquire  into  the  Origin  of 
this  immenfe  Garden,  and  the  Ufes  to  which  it  was 
ordained, 

1  Man  is  not  the  Being  to  whom  the  Plantation 
I  and  Culture  of  Forefts  was  coniigned.  Corn,  indeed, 

!  and  Legumes,  together  with  the  Vine,  and  a  fev^; 
I  low  Trees,  have  been  fubjeded  to  his  Indiiftry,  in 
i  order  to  exercife  and  employ  him  in  a  ufcful  man- 
VoL.  IL  Y 
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ner.  The  Plants  he  cultivates  are  proportioned  to 
the  Minutenefs  of  his  Stature.  Their  Afcent  is  very 
moderate,  that  they  may  be  accefTible  to  his  Pland 
that  forms  them.  But  the  Deity  has  refer ved  the 
Trees  of  the  Forefb  to  himfelf  ;  and  though  he  alfo 
gives  Exiftence  and  Growth  to  every  other  Plant, 
the  Forefts  alone  may  be  confidered  as  his  Garden. 
They  have  been  planted  by  no  Hand  but  his,  and 
he  is  the  only  Being  who  affords  them  their  Culti¬ 
vation.  He  diffufes  their  minute  Seeds  over  the 
Surface  of  a  whole  Country.  His  wife  Precaution 
has  furnifhed  the  generality  of  them  with  Wings, 
that  they  may  be  wafted,  with  more  Facility,  by  the 
Winds  which  condu6l  them  to  various  Soils.  We 
fliall  be  fjfficiently  convinced  of  thefe  Truths,  if 
we  caff  our  Eyes  on  the  Seed  of  a  Linden-Tree, 
a  Maple,  or  an  Elm.  Fie  alone  draws  from  them 
thofe  vaft  Bodies,  w’bich  rife  into  the  Air  with  fuch 
an  Afpedl  of  Majelfy  -,  none  but  himfelf  faftens  them 
with  fo  much  Strength  in  their  feveral  Situations, 
and  fupports  them,  in  that  Difpofition,  through  a 
Series  of  many  Ages,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Winds 
which  he  diffufes  over  the  Earth.  He  alone  feledts 
genial  Dews,  and  ample  Rains,  from  his  Treafures, 
to  array  his  Trees  with  an  annual  Verdure,  and  to  im¬ 
part  a  Species  of  Immortality  to  their  Growth.  We 
may  wander,  even  now,  through  thofe  Woods  where 
the  Druids  gathered  the  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak,  amidft 
the  Solemnity  of  their  Superftitions,  above  two  thou- 
fand  Years  ago.  We  can  (till  behold  the  Foreft  of 
Ardennes^  which  covered  a  great  part  of  Belgic-Gaul^ 
many  Ages  before  the  Birth  of  Julius  Cœfar,  The 
Black  and  iht  Bohemian  Forefts  are  the  Remainders 
of  the  Hercinian^  which  formerly  ftretched  overall 
Germany^  and  was  extended  as  far  as  Branjylvania. 

Chevalier.  It  is  certain  that  thefe  vaft  Forefts  were 
not  planted  by  Men  ;  for  we  are  only  fkilful  in  cut¬ 
ting  them  down.  Their  Original,  however,  is 

eafily 
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.  i  Cafily  difcovered,  fince  they  are  produced  by  the 

i  Earth  itfelf.  If  we  negledt  to  cultivate  any  par- 
i|  ticular  Tradt  of  Land,  it  will  naturally  fhcot  up  a 
•I  Growth  of  Wood. 

Prior,  The  Idea  we  form  of  the  Earth’s  Fecun- 
li  dity  is  very  confufed,  and  it  not  only  diflionours 
]'  Truth  itfelf,  but  weakens  our  Gratitude,  by  allow- 

ii  ing  the  Ground  that  Prolificnefs  to  which  it  has  no 
M  Pretenfions.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  all 
i:  the  Produdtions  of  the  Earth  are  organized  Bodies, 

which  (he  has  no  Power  to  fafhion,  and  which  have 
•C  been  formed,  from  the  Beginning,  by  a  Determi- 
, M  nation  of  the  Deity,  altogether  as  exprefs  as  that  by 
VI  which  he  created  the  Earth  itfelf.  A  Seed,  which 
reproduces  any  particular  Plant,  is  itfelf  a  Plant 
d  in  Miniature,  which  bears  a  perfedl  Similitude  to 
■!|  the  preceding  Tree,  and  is  only  difengaged  from 
its  Covering,  and  gradually  enlarged  in  its  Growth. 

I  I  may  add  too,  that  the  Earth  is  not  only  incapable 
I  i  of  forming  Plants,  but  is  likev^^ife  unqualified  to 
)■  nourifh  them.  She  is  appointed  to  receive,  and 
i  ;  diftribure  the  nutrimental  Juices  they  need,  and  may, 
(  in  that  Senfe  be  called  fertile  :  But  fhe  neither  fur- 
i’  nifhes  thofe  Juices  from  any  Subftance  of  her  own, 
u  nor  imparts  any  Increafe  of  Growth.  The  Earth, 
i:  of  itfelf,  is  a  dry  and  barren  Mafs  of  dull  Matter, 
M  which  receives  from  other  Souices  the  Aliment  and 
;  I  Juices  it  communicates  to  Animals,  and  whatever 
l!  elfe  is  fuftained  by  their  nutritious  Qualities. 

The  repeated  Supplies  of  Leaves,  Flowers,  and 
-  I  Seeds,  with  which  the  Trees  are  annually  arrayed, 
i|  and  which  they  afterward  caft  off;  together  with 
I  the  perpetual  Diffipations  of  the  Sap,  whofe  Frefh- 
;  nefs  we  experience,  not  only  in  Forefts,  but  even 
in  a  Timber-Yard,  and  for  a  confiderable  Time  after 
:  the  Wood  has  been  felled,  are  fuch  Confumptians  as 
I  would  exhauft  the  Earth  in  Time,  were  they  fur- 
:  :  nifhed  from  her  own  Subftance.  If  the  repeated 

Y  2  Loppings 
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Loppings  of  Thickets  and  Forefts  were  to  be  aîî 
thrown  together  for  fome  Ages,  they  would  form 
Piles  as  high  as  the  Mountains  themfelves,  on  which 
they  were  cut  ;  and  if  the  Earth  either  produced 
the  Woods,  or  nourifhed  them  from  her  own  Bow¬ 
els,  thefe  would  be  all  confumed  by  degrees.  The 
Mountains,  by  being  conftantly  undermined,  and 
wafted  by  the  Procefs  of  fo  many  deep  Roots,  would 
be  infenfibly  diminifhed.  Their  Evacuations  would 
fink  them  from  Age  to  Age,  and  the  fmaller  Emi- 
nencies  would  have  been  laid  level  with  the  Plains 
long  ago. 

The  Earth,  which  nourifhes  our  Forefts,  fuftains 
no  DiiTipation  of  its  Subftance,  but  continues  un- 
diminifhed,  like  the  Earth  in  Boxes  of  Orange- 
Trees.  l.et  two  hundred  Pounds  of  Earth  be  de- 
pofited  in  a  Box,  and  let  a  Tree  be  then  planted  in 
it  ;  this  Mafs  of  Earth,  if  it  be  weighed  at  the  end 
of  three  or  four  Years,  will  prove  altogether  as 
heavy,  as  v/hen  it  was  firft  placed  in  the  Box. 

Chevalier.  And  yet  the  Orange-Tree  has  acquired 
confiderable  Acceftions  of  Growth  -,  and  has  likewdfe 
produced  Leaves  and  Fruit,  two  or  three  times. 
Thefe  have  a  Weight  proportionable  to  their  Sub- 
ftance  5  from  whence  then  do  they  receive  it  ? 

Prior.  Since  the  Earth  continues  as  heavy  as  it  was 
at  firft,  the  Materials  of  thefe  Growths  muft  be 
imparted  from  other  Sources.  The  Soil  itfelf  only 
contains  the  Plant,  and  condudls  to  it  the  Juices  that 
nourifli  it.  Thefe  mighty  Forefts,  therefore,  are 
planted  by  a  Power  that  is  always  adtive,  and  by  a 
Wifdom  that  never  ceafes  to  be  propitious,  and 
by  which  they  are  fupported  without  our  Aid.  This 
omnifcient  Power  perpetually  impregnates  the  Air 
and  the  Earth  with  Salts  and  Water,  Oil  and 
Fire  5  together  with  all  the  Principles,  either  fimple 
or  intermixed,  that  are  necefiary  to  each  particu¬ 
lar  Species. 


Qhêvaller, 
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Chevalier,  I  now  can  comprehend  in  what  Senfe 
the  Earth  may  be  faid  to  be  prolific.  But  the  Deity, 
from  whom  this  Fertility  fprings,  would  certainly 
I  have  aéled  with  more  Beneficence  to  Man,  had  he 
I  formed  large  Forcfts  of  Fruit-Trees,  inftead  of  mul- 
*  tiplying  fuch  vaft  Growths  of  barren  Woods. 

Prior,  The  Trees  of  the  Foreft  are  called  barren, 
only  in  comparifon  with  thofe  whofe  Seeds  are  co¬ 
vered  with  a  Subftance  that  prefer ves  them,  and 
proves  nutrimental  to  us  ;  but  they  are  fo  far  from 
being  juftly  chargeable  with  Sterility,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  furnifh  us  with  inexhauftible  Sources 
of  Riches  and  Accommodations,  which  are  much 
fuperior  to  thofe  we  derive  from  Fruit-Trees. 

Chevalier,  Forefts  may  afford  us  a  Shade  for  our 
Refrefhment  in  Summer,  and  Wood  to  warm  us  in 
:  Winter  ;  but  I  am  not  confcious  of  their  procuring 
us  any  other  Advantages. 

Prior,  They  are  ufeful  in  all  Parts.  Let  us 
Frft  enquire  into  the  Functions  of  their 
Leaves,  and  then  confider  the  Nature  of 
their  Seeds-,  after  which  we  will  defcend  °  ^ 

to  their  Barks  and  Roots,  and  our  Ex- 
!  amination  lhall  conclude  with  the  particular  Ufes  to 
'  which  their  Wood  is  applicable. 

The  Leaves  are  very  ufeful  on  the 
Tree,  and  likewife  continue  to  be  fo, 

I  after  their  Fall.  While  they  remain  on  j^aves.  ^  ^ 

I  the  Tree,  they  exhibit  one  of  the  great- 
j  eft  Beauties  in  all  Nature  to  our  View.  The 
Verdure  of  our  Fruit-Trees  is  infinitely  inferior  to 
that  of  Forefts.  This  accommodates  Mankind, 
and  various  Tribes  of  Animals,  with  a  Frefiinefs 
equally  falutary  and  delicious.  It  likewife  imparts 
!  Life  to  the  Trees  themfelves,  fince,  while  they  ex- 
I  tend  their  Roots  into  the  Earth,  that  their  Fibres 
i  may  extradl  the  Juices  it  contains,  they  likewife 
!  expand  their  Branches  into  the  Air,  that  the  Spi- 
I  racks  of  their  Leaves  may  imbibe  the  fpirituous  and 

y  3  warnk 


326  Dialogue  XV. 

warm  Particles,  which  infinuate  themfelves  into  thofc 
Apertures,  and  invigorate  the  Courfe  of  the  Sap,  to 
the  Extremities  of  the  Roots  ;  and  perhaps  fupply 
the  Trees  with  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  Sap  itfelf  : 
Since  the  Probability  of  this  Fadt  feems  to  be  fufh- 
ciently  eftablifhed,  by  the  fpeedy  Decay  of  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  thofe  Trees  that  want  Air,  efpecially  on 
their  upper  Parts.  For  when  they  no  longer  receive 
iany  new  Supplies  of  Juice,  from  an  Influx  of  Air, 
they  foon  languifh  and  die,  for  want  of  that  part  of 
fheir  Ncurifhrnent,  which  may  pofTiblybe  moft  ne- 
ceifary  to  their  Vegetation. 

^  „  r  When  the  Air  is  fo  compreffed  by 

l^JlC  F3.ll  Or  ij  IL’  4-’* 

the  Leaves.  Fold,  as  to  be  incapable  or  exerting  its 
Elafticity  in  the  Sap,  this  Fluid  begins 
to  be  inactive  ;  and  if  its  Progrefs  be  not  intirely 
difcontinued,  it  at  leaft  flows  in  a  very  languid  Man¬ 
ner.  The  Leaves  which  no  longer  diffipate  their 
Juices,  by  fuch  a  Tranfpiration  as  was  performed 
in  the  Summer-Seafon,  begin  to  thicken,  and  are  at 
lafl:  difcharged  from  the  Tree  by  their  own  Weight, 
or  the  leaft  Gale  of  Wind  which  then  whirls  them 
away.  They  cover  the  Earth,  and  rot  around  the 
Stems  of  the  Trees,  or  under  the  Feet  of  Animals. 
One  would  imagine  them  to  be  then  loft,  and  en¬ 
tirely  ufelefs  -,  inftead  of  which,  the  Earth  is  en¬ 
riched  by  their  Putrefaftion.  The  Rain  divefts 
them  of  the  remaining  Saks,  and  thefe  are  con¬ 
duced  by  the  Fluid,  to  the  Roots,  where  they  are 
abforbed  by  the  extended  Fibres.  This  Surface  of 
decayed  Leaves  preferves  the  Roots  of  young  Plants, 
and  defends  them  from  the  injurious  EffeCs  of  cold 
Winds.  It  likewife  covers  all  the  Seeds,  and  fur- 
rounds  them  with  fuch  a  genial  Humidity,  as  ena¬ 
bles  them  to  flioot  forth,  as  effediially  as  if  they 
had  been  planted  in  the  moft  kindly  Soil,  and  were 
cultivated  by  the  Labours  of  Man.  The  Peafants 
burn  great  FIcaps  of  thefe  Leaves  in  the  Winter- 
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’  Scafon,  and  reduce  them  to  A  flies  that  are  proper 
:  tor  opening  ftrong  and  impliant  Soils. 

The  Seeds  which  feem  to  be  as  much  the  Sport  of 
;  rthe  Winds,  as  the  Leaves,  are  only  difperfed  more 
I  eftedlnaliy,  in  order  to  multiply  the  Species -,  and 
when  they  have  rendered  us  the  important  Service  of 
[perpetuating  our  Forefts,  they  are  ufeful  to  us  in 
'.many  other  Particulars. 

The  Acorns  of  all  the  different  Kinds 
of  Oaks,  the  Mali  of  the  Beech,  and 
a  Variety  of  other  Seeds,  are  the  favou-  Seeds.^  ^  ^ 
rite  Food  of  Swine  and  wild  Boars.  The 
Berries  of  innumerable  Trees  and  Bufhes  difpenfe 
a  feafonable  Nourifliment  to  the  Generality  of  little 
Birds  ;  and  though  we  cultivate,  in  our  Gardens, 
the  Trees  which  alford  the  C<?nzz7  Berry,  the  Nut, 
and  the  Filberd,  the  Forefts  are  always  produdlive 
of  the  Cornii,  the  Nut,  and  the  Hazel  Trees.  The 
Walnut-Tree,  which  delights  in  a  free  Air,  is  not 
adapted  to  a  Garden,  where  it  injures  all  the  Plants 
around  it  *,  nor  to  a  Wood,  which  choaks  its  natu¬ 
ral  Growth  ;  it  is  therefore  fuffered  to  grow  in  the 
open  Country,  where  it  requires  as  little  Culture  as 
the  Foreff-Trees  j  but  its  Produftions  are  preferable 
to  mofl;  Fruits,  as  well  with  refpedl  to  the  Table, 
as  to  the  Oil  extradled  from  them,  and  which  ac¬ 
commodates  the  Poor  with  a  frugal  Light,  and 
beftows  Immortality  on  the  Works  of  Painters, 
whofe  Colours  it  ftrengthens,  and  blends  together 
in  an  admirable  manner. 

I  (hall  not  take  any  Notice  of  Chefnuts  -,  fweet 
and  bitter  Almonds  -,  or  a  number  of  other  Nuts 
that  are  very  common  among  us  *,  and  fhall  only 
enumerate  the  principal  Species  of  foreign  Nuts, 
which  are  in  greateft  Eftimation  at  prefent. 

Of  this  Clafs  is  the  Nutmeg,  which  The  Nut- 
is  exceedingly  valued  for  its  falutary 
Heat,  and  its  aromatic  Odour.  It  is  the  Seed  of  a 

Y  4  Tree,^ 
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Tree,  which  grows  in  the  Ifland  of  Banda,  and 
fome  others  of  the  Eaftern  Ocean,  where  the  Dutch 
have  monopolized  the  Spices,  either  by  Right  of 
Conqueft,  or  by  paying  to  tho- Inhabitants  fuch 
Penfions  as  are  more  beneficial  to  them  than  the 
Produce  of  their  own  Trees.  The  Nut  is  at  firft 
covered  like  our  Nuts,  Vv^ith  a  thick  Coat,  which 
gradually  opens  of  itfelf;  and  afterward,  with  a 
kind  of  Shelly  which  enfolds  the  whole  Nut.  This 
Shell,  which  is  called  Mace,  is  much  efleemed  for 
its  excellent  Scent  and  medicinal  Qualities.  The 
Nut  is  fent  over  to  us,  either  in  a  Confeclion,  or  dri¬ 
ed,  and  di veiled  of  its  Mace  ;  and  it  is  ufed  as  an  In» 
gredient  in  Seafonings,  as  well  as  in  Preferiptions  of 
Phyficians. 

Coffee,  whofe  good  EfièçSls  are  univerfally  efleem¬ 
ed,  is  the  Berry  of  a  fmall  Tree,  v/hich  formerly 
was  known  in  no  Country  but  the  Kingdom  of 
Taman  m  Arabia  ;  and  as  the  Seeds,  which  are  found 
in  the  Heart  of  the  Fruit,  are  qualified  to  clear  the 
Head,  and  relieve  it  from  SJeepinefs,  when  they 
have  been  infufed  in  Water  ;  the  Arabian  Monks 
are  faid  to  have  been  the  firfl  Vv^ho  madeufeof  them, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  perform  their  nodlur- 
nal  Devotions  without  Drowfinefs.  This  artificial 
Drink  came  eafily  into  Repute,  among  thofe  Na» 
îions  that  frequently  invent  new  Liquors  to  regale 
them  inftead  of  Wine,  which  the  Law^  of  Moham¬ 
med  has  prohibited  among  them.  Some  Turkijh 
Doclors  at  firfl  oppofed  the  Introduclion  of  this 
Liquor,  and  declared  it  to  be  too  fpirituous,  and 
almofl  as  inebriating  as  Wine  itfelf;  but  the  Mufti 
loon  removed  this  Difficulty,  and  Colfee  was  vindi¬ 
cated  from  the  Imputation  of  any  vinous  Quality, 
and  was  allowed  to  be  a  lawful  Liquor.  It  was 
then  publickly  drank  in  Conftantinople^  and  Cairo^ 
from  whence  it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us,  about 
fixty  Years  ago. 


Chevalier, 
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Chevalier.  I  am  furprifed  that  we  don’t  fow  this 
ufeful  and  popular  Seed,  in  our  Southern  Provinces 
at  leaft. 

Prior,  It  will  not  fucceed  either  there,  or  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Kingdom  ;  becaufe  it  ought  to  be 
fown  immediately  after  it  has  been  gathered.  It  was 
formerly  imagined,  and  feveral  People  are  dill  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  Arabians  of  Mockha  drenched  the 
Berries  in  a  Brine,  or  fome  lixivious  Liquor,  before 
^eir  Exportation,  to  prevent  their  being  fown  with 
any  Succefs,  and  that  they  themfelves  might  not  be 
deprived  of  the  Profits  of  this  Plant,  by  its  Propa¬ 
gation  in  other  Regions.  But  fince  fome  of  the 
Trees  have  been  tranfported  to  the  Ifle  oï  Bourbon 
as  well  as  to  Batavia^  and  Holland  %  and  likewife 
from  Holland  to  France^  where  they  have  been  culti¬ 
vated  in  a  fuccefsful  manner  *,  we  have  been  convinced 
that  the  Seeds  of  this  Plant  will  never  profper  if  their 
Plantation  be  delayed  ever  fo  little.  Thofe  that  were 
gathered  at  Amfterdam^  and  fent  to  Paris.,  were  un- 
fuccefsful  -,  but  all  fuch  as  were  gathered  either  at 
Amjlerdam.,  or  in  the  King’s  Garden,  from  little 
Trees,  which  had  been  planted  there,  proved  very 
thriving,  when  Care  was  taken  to  fet  them  the 
Moment  they  were  gathered. 

The  Coffee-Tree  may  be  feen  in  the  Royal*  Gar? 
den,  where  its  Height  does  not  exceed  five  or  fi^ 
Feet,  and  its  Stem  is  about  an  Inch  in  Thicknefs  \ 
but  it  rifes  to  the  Height  of  forty  Feet,  in  Arabia^ 
and  Batavia.,  tho’  its  Thicknefs  leldom  exceeds  five 
Inches.  It  is  always  covered  with  Flov^^ers  and 
Fruit.  It  flioots  out,  through  the  whole  Length  of 
its  Stem,  a  Growth  of  Branches  which  ate  always 
exadlly  oppofite  to  each  other,  and  in  different  Pairs, 
one  of  which  crofTes  the  other.  The  Leaves,  which 
fefemble  thofe  of  the  common  Laurel^  are  alfo 

J  It  lyes  to  tfe  ^aji  of  Fkdagafcari 
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ranged  in  Couples  ;  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  fpring  the 
fragrant  Flower-Branches,  which  have  a  near  Simi¬ 
litude  to  thofe  of  the  Jafmin,  and  have  five  Chives 
in  their  Center.  The  Berry  or  Fruit,  which  appears 
after  thefe,  is  not  much  unlike  a  hard  Cherry,  in 
its  Colour  and  Shape.  The  Flefh,  which  is  not 
difagreeable,  ferves  as  a  Tegument  to  a  Couple  of 
Shells,  each  of  which  contains  a  Seed.  One  of 
thefe  is  frequently  abortive,  becaufe  its  due  Fecun¬ 
dity  is  feldom  imparted  to  it  in  the  Flower-Seafon  *, 
the  other  grows  ftronger,  and  receives  a  better  Nou- 
rifhment. 


,  Some  Perfons  infufe  all  the  Fruit,  af- 
Coftee  ^  °  dried  ;  others  choofe  the 

Shells  ;  but  thebeft  and  moft  ufual  Me¬ 
thod  is  only  to  infufe  the  Berries,  when  they  have 
been  moderately  roafted  in  a  Veffel  of  varnifhed 
Earth,  which  is  always  preferable  to  one  of  Brafs, 
or  Iron.  The  Berries  are  judged  to  be  fufficiently 
roafted,  when  they  begin  to  aftbirie  a  Violet-Hue, 
and  diicharge  an  Oil  of  a  very  agreeable  Scent.  The 
Coffee,  which  is  newly  ground,  has  always  the  moft 
Virtue*,  and  when  it  is  infufed  in  boiling  Water, 
it  lofes  fewer  of  its  volatile  Parts,  than  when  it  is 
immediately  poured  into  cold  Water.  When  the 
Heat  of  the  Fire  raifes  the  Powder  to  the  Edge  of 
the  Coffee-Pot,  it  is  precipitated  with  a  few  Drops 
of  cold  Water. 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  our  beft  and  moft  experienced 
Phyficians,  that  Coffee  promotes  Digeftion,  and 
correds  fharp  Humours,  when  it  is  drank  after 
Meals.  Several  Perfons  prefer  it,  in  the  Morning, 
for  its  Diffipation  of  Vapours  and  other  Diforders 
of  the  Head,  and  for  imparting  a  Livelinefs  to  the 
Spirits.  Every  one  knows  how  much  the  Repofe 
of  the  Night  is  hazarded  by  the  repeated  Ufe  of 
this  Liquor  in  the  fame  Day  ;  and  what  Precautions 
are  taken,  to  çorred  the  bitter  Flavour  of  its  Salts, 

with 
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with  Milk,  and  Sugar,  and  Bread  :  Sugar  is  a  con¬ 
fiant  Ingredient  ;  Bread  is  proper,  when  the  Liquor 
is  drank  in  a  Morning  ;  and  Milk  is  neceffary  for 
thin  Conflitutions,  which  would  otherwife  be  in¬ 
jured  by  the  Salts. 

Chevalier.  Is  there  any  particular  Choice  to  be 
made  in  the  purchafe  of  Coffee  ? 

Prior.  The  fmall  and  greenifh  Berries,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  which  difpenfe  an  agreeable  Scent,  and 
are  tranfmitted  to  us  from  Cairo.,  by  the  way  of 
Marfeilles^  are  much  more  efteemed  than  the  large 
and  inodorous  Species,  which  is  tranfporied  to  us 
over  the  Ocean. 

The  Cacao,  which  affords  the  principal  Chocolate. 
Ingredient  of  Chocolate,  is  likewifea  Seed. 

They  are  ranged  like  Kernels,  or  Almonds,  in  a 
kind  of  Cucumber  or  Melon,  which  grows  on  a 
fmall  Tree  in  America.  Thirty  five,  and  fometimes 
more,  of  thefe  Almonds,  are  found  together-,  and  when 
they  have  been  divefted  of  their  Shells  by  Fire,  and 
are  afterward  peeled,  and  roafled  in  aBafon,  before  a 
moderate  Fire,  they  are  pounded  in  a  very  hot  Mor¬ 
tar.  The  Americans  bruife  them  with  an  Iron  Cylin¬ 
der,  on  a  flat  Stone  made  very  hot  -,  they  are  then 
formed  into  a  Pafte,  which  is  afterward  boiled  with 
Sugar  *,  and  this  is  called  plain  Chocolate.  But  if 
it  is  to  be  enriched  with  a  fine  Odour,  four  Pounds 
of  this  Pafte,  and  three  of  powder’d  Sugar,  are 
worked  together  in  a  Mortar,  or  on  fome  Stone. 
When  the  whole  is  well  intermixed,  they  add  to  it 
a  Powder,  compofed  of  the  Seeds  of  eighteen  Shells 
of  Vanilla,  a  Dram  and  an  half  of  Cinnamon,  and 
eight  Cloves  j  fome  People  add  two  Grains  of  Am- 
bergreafe  *,  others  one  Grain  of  Muflc  -,  and  perhaps 
the  Jeaft  quantity  of  this  will  always  be  too  much. 
Pepper  and  Ginger  are  more  efpecially  rejeded,  and 
this  Compofition  is  diverfified  according  to  the 

Tafte  of  different  Nations,  and  particular  Perfons. 

The 
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The  whole  Intermixture  ■  is  completed  as  foon  as 
poffible,  to  prevent  too  great  an  Evaporation  of  the 
volatile  Parts.  It  is  then  worked  into  Squares, 
which  are  either  eaten  in  that  Form,  or  elfe  they  are 
diffolved  in  Water,  and  then  drank. 

Chevalier.  How  is  this  Liquor  prepared  } 

Pf  ior.  Four  Ounces  of  new  Chocolate,  and  a  lefs 
Quantity  of  powder’d  Sugar,  are  infufed  in  a  Pint 
of  Water  that  begins  to  boil.  The  Chocolate- Pot 
fhould  be  covered,  and  fuffered  to  boil  for  the  fpace 
of  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  ;  after  which,  the  Liquor 
muft  be  milled,  with  an  Inftrument  form’d  for  that 
purpofe,  and  which  paflTes  through  an  Aperture  in 
the  Lid.  The  Pot  is  then  taken  from  the  Fire,  and 
when  it  has  (food  for  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  the 
Liquor  is  milled  anew,  in  order  to  froth  it  ;  after 
which,  it  is  poured  into  Cups,  and  drank  as  hot  as 
pofiible.  A  little  Chocolate  is  faid  to  be  as  nutri- 
mental  as  a  much  larger  quantity  of  other  Food, 
and  it  has  the  Reputation  of  promoting  the  proper 
Fun6lions  of  the  Stomach. 

Chevalier.  I  have  heard  frequent  mention  of  Co¬ 
coa-Nuts,  which  fhould  certainly  be  diftinguifhed 
from  Cacao. 

Prior.  They  are  entirely  different  from  each  o- 
ther.  India.^  America.,  and  other  Countries,  a- 
bound  with  Forefts  of  Cocoa-Trees,  which  are  a 
Species  of  large  Palms,  chat  produce  Nuts  bigger 
than  the  Head  of  a  Man.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
determine,  whether  the  Nut,  or  the  Tree  itfelf,  be 
moft  beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants.  The  Wood  is 
fit  for  building  Houfes  and  Ships  :  the  Leaves, 
which  are  very  broad  and  fubftantial,  ferve  as  a 
Covering  to  the  Roof  ;  they  are  likewife  manufac¬ 
tured  into  a  Parchment,  proper  for  Writing  ;  and 
are  alfo  formed  into  Sails  for  Veffels.  The  Branches, 
when  they  are  preferved,  will  difcharge  a  Liquor 
as  agreeable  as  Wine,  and  which  may  either  bepre- 
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ierved,  by  boiling,  or  elfe  converted  into  Vinegar, 
The  inward  Surface  of  the  Nut- (hell  produces  a 
very  fine  woolly  Subftance,  fit  for  making  Ropes, 
and  for  calking  the  leaft  Apertures  in  Ships.  The 
Shell  itfelf  is  made  into  Bowls,  Spoons,  and  all 
forts  of  Utenfils.  The  Subftance  of  the  Nut  is  an 
excellent  Food,  and  it  affords  an  Oil  equally  good, 
either  for  the  Table,  or  the  Lamp.  It  likewife 
contains  from  two  to  four  Pints  of  a  delicious 
Water,  which  is  the  ufual  Drink  of  the  Inhabitants, 
and  their  Children. 

Chevalier.  Can  you  favour  me.  Sir,  wdth  fome 
Account  of  Cajhoo^  which  is  employed  as  a  Remedy 
for  Difbrders  in  the  Throat,  and  other  Indifpofiti- 
ons  ?  It  fometimes  refembles  a  fmall  Seed  *,  and  at 
others,  one  w^ould  be  apt  to  take  it  for  fome  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Earth. 

Prior.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  dried  Pafte, 
which  is  fent  over  to  us,  either  in  a  large  Mafs,  or 
in  fmall  Grains,  which  have  been  fcented  with  fome 
Perfume.  But  this  Pafte  is  the  Subftance  of  a  Nut, 
which  is  gathered  from  a  Palm-Tree  called  Arec. 
It  is  cuftomary  to  extrad  from  it  a  Juice  or  Se¬ 
diment,  which  gradually  thickens,  and  the  Phy- 
ficians  recommend  it  as  a  ufeful  Remedy  in  fome 
Diftempers. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  upon  a  Detail  of  the 
various  Aids  Phyfic  daily  borrows  from  the  Seeds 
of  domettic  and  foreign  Plants  *,  we  will  therefore 
take  a  fhort  Survey  of  the  Ufe  to  which  the  Barks 
are  appropriated. 

The  Barks  of  Trees  are  thofe  Parts  The  Ufefuh 
of  them  which  are  moft  impregnated  of  the 
with  Salts  and  Oils  •,  becaufe  the  Sap  xTees.° 
and  oleaginous  Particles,  which  afcend 
through  the  long  Fibres  of  the  Wood,  are  re¬ 
turned  back  through  the  Bark.  This  Profufion  of 
Salts,  and  other  Principles  of  Vegetation,  is  mani- 
a  fefted 
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fefted  by  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Bark-Afhes,  which 
are  always  preferable  to  thofe  of  the  peeled  Wood  j 
and  the  powdered  Bark  of  Oaks,  and  other  Trees, 
is  rendered  fo  very  ufeful  as  it  now  proves,  in  tan¬ 
ning  Leather,  by  the  copious  Salts  and  Oils,  with 
which  it  abounds.  When  a  Skin  has  been  frequently 
powdered  over  with  this  Bark,  it  will  be  ftrengthen- 
ed,  and  likewife  rendered  pliant.  The  Salt,  which 
penetrates  into  every  Part,  fortifies  and  preferves  it 
from  Corruption  ,  and  the  Oil,  which  pervades  the 
whole  Subltance  of  the  Skin,  caufes  it  to  become 
fupple,  and  accommodates  it  to  all  the  Motions  of 
the  Body  it  afterward  arrays.  The  Oil  likewife  ren¬ 
ders  it  impenetrable  to  the  Water. 

When  this  Tanner’s  Bark  has  been  employed  in 
manufacluring  Leather,  for  our  Ufe,  it  is  not  yet 
diverted  of  all  its  good  Qualities,  but  is  formed  in¬ 
to  Clods,  or  fmall  Turfs,  which,  when  they  have 
been  well  dried,  furnifli  the  Poor  with  Fuel,  at  little 
or  no  F.xpence  •,  but  as  the  Afhes  of  thefe  Turfs 
have  no  longer  an  Intermixture  of  Salts,  they  are 
then  entirely  ufelefs. 

There  are  other  Barks  of  Trees  which  form  a 
confiderable  Branch  of  Commerce  ;  fome  of  them 
are  aromatic,  as  the  Bark  of  the  Cinnamon-Tree, 
in  the  ÎOand  of  Ceylon.  Others  are  medicinal,  as 
the  Peruvian  Bark,  which  is  called  ^dnq^uina,  and 
feldom  fails  to  cure  intermitting  Fevers,  provided 
it  be  neither  old  nor  infipid.  Some  are  capable  of 
being  fpun,  as  the  Bark  of  Hemp,  and  that  of  fome 
particular  Trees  in  India from  which  the  Natives 
draw  long  Filaments,  that  are  afterward  manu- 
fadtured  into  Stuffs,  with  an  Intermixture  of  Silk  and 
Cotton. 

Chevalier,  Two  Days  ago  the  Countefs  was  pre- 
fented  with  a  Box  that  contained  two  Pincufhions, 
a  Handkerchief,  and  a  Pair  of  laced  Ruffles.  The 

Stuff 

2 


E 

i 

il 

'  1 

r 

3 

i 

I 

i3 

Î 

I3 

ft 

fl 

(£ 

0 

i 


J 

s: 


K 


* 

\' 


0/ WOODS.  335 

Stuff  that  covered  the  Pincufhions,  the  Linen  of 
which  the  Handkerchief  was  made,  and  the  Lace 
of  the  Ruffles  were  all  produced  from  the  natural 
Bark  of  the  fame  Tree*,  the  Letter  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  Frefent  was  to  this  Effcd  : 

The  Mountains  that  rife  in  the  middle  of  Jamaica 
have  a  Growth  of  Trees  of  a  moderate  Size,  and 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  diftinguifh  by 
the  Name  of  Lagetto.  The  Leaves  refemble  thofe 
of  a  Laurel-Tree*,  the  exterior  Bark  is  almoft  as 
hard  and  brown  as  that  of  other  Trees.  But  wfflat 
appears  very  furprifing  is,  that  the  inward  Bark, 
which  at  firft  feems  white  and  very  folid,  is  com- 
pofed  of  twelve  or  fourteen  Films,  which  may  be 
eafily  feparated  into  as  many  Pieces  of  Stuff  or  Cloth. 
The  firft  of  thefe  Films,  which  immediately  fucceeds 
the  grofs  Bark,  affords  a  Cloth  fubftantial  enough  to 
be  formed  into  Habits.  The  inward  Films  re¬ 
femble  Linen,  and  are  proper  for  Shirts.  But  all 
thefe  Films  that  compofe  the  interior  Bark  of  the 
fmalleft  Branches  are  fo  many  Pieces  of  exceeding 
fine  Gawze,  or  Lace,  which  extend,  and  then 
Ilirink  back,  like  a  filken  Net.  A  Neckcloth 
made  of  this  Lagetto  Lace  was  formerly  prefented 
to  Charles  II.  King  of  Great-Britain  -,  and  all  thefe 
vegetable  Cloths  are  ftrong  enough  to  be  wafhed 
and  whitened,  like  common  Linen  *. 

The  fame  Letter  adds  "f,  that  there  is  another 
Tree  in  thislfland,  which  produces  a  Fruit,  whofe 
Pulp  is  a  natural  Soap  that  will  ferve  to  wafh  the 
Linen-Produ6t,  and  the  Stones  of  it  are  ufed  as 
Buttons  to  wearing  Apparel. 

Prior,  That  Country  can’t  want  Manufaflures  ; 
but  we  need  not  go  fo  far  in  fearch  of  ufeful  Barks. 


*  Nat.  Hill,  of  Jamaica  by  Sir  HamSloane^  VoLII.  p.  22. 
f  Ibid,  p.  132. 


Chevalier, 


33^  DialÔgue  XV. 

Cork  Chevalier,  Cork,  which  is  fo  inftru- 

mental  in  preferving  the  moft  precious  Li° 
quors,  is  only  a  Bark,  as  I  have  been  informed. 

Prior.  Nothing  more,  Sir  and  when  it  appears 
fo  black  and  rugged,  and  likewife  proves  fo  light, 
one  would  hardly  imagine  it  could  be  fo  ufeful  as 
to  clofe  the  Orifice  of  all  forts  of  Vefiels,  with  fo 
much  Exaélnefs  and  Pliancy  ;  and  that  it  fhould 
alfo  be  impenetrable  to  the  Liquor. 

Cork,  or  the  Tree  which  bears  that  Name,  is  a 
Species  of  large  ever-green  Oak,  which  grows  in 
Gafeoign^  Spain^  and  Italy.  Its  Acorns  fatten  Swine 
better  than  thofe  of  the  common  Oak.  Its  Bark 
cracks,  and  difengages  itfelf  from  the  Tree,  in  Con- 
feqiience  of  its  being  impelled  by  another  Surface 
of  Bark  which  is  formed  beneath  it.  Care  is  how¬ 
ever  taken  to  prevent  this  natural  Effort  *,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  acquire  large  and  even  Pieces,  it  is  cuftomary 
to  make  a  perpendicular  Incifion  through  the  whole 
Length  of  this  great  Tree,  and  two  tranfverfe  In- 
cifions,  one  toward  the  Head,  and  the  other  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Trunk.  The  Bark  is  removed  with¬ 
out  being  fhattered,  and  is  then  foftened  in  Water  % 
after  wdiich,  it  is  placed  over  a  Bed  of  burning  Coals, 
which  blackens  its  outward  Surface.  When  this 
Operation  is  over,  it  is  worked  into  a  Level,  by  à 
Weight  of  Stones  heaped  upon  it,  and  is  afterward 
dried,  and  difpofed  into  Bales  for  Tra importation. 

A  circular  Gafli,  and  generally  a  flight  Incifion 
in  the  Bark  of  certain  Trees,  are  the  uiual  Expedi¬ 
ents  for  extradling  Liquors,  Gums,  and  Rofins, 
which  are  ufeful  in  various  Inftances.  The  Pine,  by 
thefe  Means,  is  qualified  to  fupply  us  with  Pitch, 
and  Tar,  for  our  Veffels  and  their  Cordage.  The 
Fir,  the  Larch,  the  Cedar,  the  Cyprefs,  the  Maftic, 
and  Turpentine-Trees,  with  fome  other  Species, 
are  thus  taught  to  afford  us  Rofin,  Turpentine,  and 
Weeping-Maftic  \  together  with  Incenle,  and  all 
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the  Variety  of  vifcous  Juices  that  enter  into  the 
Compofition  of  Varnifhes,  Perfumes,  and  medicinal 
Remedies. 

It  is  the  Bark  of  different  Species  of  Trees  that 
furnifhes  a  Flow  of  Balm,  which  is  a  liquid  Gum, 
whofe  exquifite  Odour  renders  Mankind  folicitous 
to  obtain  it,  and  likewife  to  derive  Advantages 
from  its  other  QLialities*  Its  principal  Merit  con- 
fifts  in  clofing  up  Wounds,  and  difcharging  their 
Impurities.  I'he  Balm-Trees,  which  formerly  grew 
in  Judœa^  are  entirely  eradicated  from  that  Soil, 
and  have  been  transferred  to  Grand  Cairo^  which  is 
thought  to  be  the  only  Place  where  they  are  culti¬ 
vated  at  prefenr.  Another  Species  of  this  Tree, 
called  the  Copahu^  is  reared  in  BraftU  and  in  our 
Colony  of  Cayenne,  The  Balm-  Free,  which  affords 
a  vifcous  Liquor,  whofe  Scent  correfponds  with 
that  of  Amber,  and  which  is  therefore  called 
liquid  Amber,  is  a  Mexican  Shrub,  whofe  Leaves 
refemble  thofe  of  the  little  Maple*  The  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  our  MiffiJpLppi  Plantations  imagine  they 
have  found  the  fame  Shrub  in  that  Country.  The 
Balfam  of  Tolti^  is  brought  from  Carthagena  to 
Mexico  \  and  that  which  comes  from  Peru  kill  con¬ 
tinues  in  great  eilcem. 

If  the  agreeable  Scent,  imparted  by  the  Sap  of 
our  Limes,  Poplars,  and  Birch-Trees,  does  not 
promife  us  a  balfamic  Fluid,  it,  at  leak,  feems  to 
indicate  fome  ufeful  Quality  that  has  hitherto  been 
too  much  difregarded. 

Nothing  is  more  ufual  than  to  fee  a  particular 
Gum  flow  from  the  Bark  of  mofl:  Trees,  Thofe 
which  are  chiefly  employed  in  medicinal  Pre¬ 
parations,  and  likewife  in  Manufidtures,  are  the 
Gvm- Arabic^  which  gleets  from  the  Acacia  of  Egypt 
and  Arabia  ;  the  dropping  Gum,  which  iflues  from 
a  Tree  in  the  Kingdom  of  Gamboge^  and  the  Gum 
which  is  imported  among  us,  from  Senegal.  I'hac 
VoL.  II,  Z  which 
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which  trickles  from  our  Cherry-Trees,  is  as  much 
efteemed  by  lèverai  Workmen,  as  any  of  the  foreign 
Gums.  We  will  now  beftow  a  few  Obfervations 
on  Roots. 

As  Roots  are  bent  in  the  Earth,  pro- 
portionably  to  cho  Obftacles  that  occur 
in  their  Progrefs,  they  are  confequently  more  con¬ 
torted  and  knotty  than  any  other  Portion  of  the 
Tree.  As  the  Fibres,  therefore,  of  thefe  Parts, 
are  formed  into  fuch  a  Variety  of  Defledions,  while 
fome  of  them  are  extremely  dry,  and  others  are 
drenched  with  different  Fluids,  they  furnifh  our 
Ebonifts  with  Pieces  of  Wood  that  are  veined  and 
clouded  with  fuch  a  Diverfity  of  Colours,  as  feem  to 
have  been  traced  out  by  the  Pencil  of  a  Painter. 

Roots  likew ife  fupply  Carpenters  and  Wain- 
wrights,  wkh  Wood,  naturally  bent  into  the  fhape  of 
a  Bow  ;  together  with  other  Pieces,  whofe  Solidity 
almoft  renders  them  unchangeable,  and  perfectly 
qualifies  them  for  thofe  Parts  of  the  Work,  on 
'^hich  the  greateft  Strefs  is  afterward  to  be  laid. 

Dyers  alfo  life  a  Variety  of  Roots  ;  but  thofs 
which  are  falutary  to  us,  in  our  Indifpofitions,  are 
almoft  innumerable  j  and  no  Remedies  are  fo  effica¬ 
cious,  in  all  Û\ç. Materia  Medica^  as  the  Pareiralrûva 
Root,  in  Fits  of  the  Stone  -,  the  Ipecacuanha^  in  Dy  fen- 
teries  -,  and  Rhubarb,  in  Diforders  of  the  Stomach. 

As  great  and  various  as  the  Advantages  we  derive 
from  the  fmalleft  Parts  of  Trees  may  prove,  they 
are  not  comparable  to  thofe  we  conftantly  obtain 
from  the  Wood  itfelf.  The  Deity  feems  to  be  daily 
creating  an  inexbauftible  Subftance,  whofe  Pliancy 
qualifies  it  for  the  Reception  of  every  Form  we 
would  caufe  it  to  afllime,  and  whofe  Solidity  pre»^ 
ferves  it  in  all  thofe  imparted  Shapes. 

The  Supplenefs  of  Wood  confifts  in  its  Facility 
to  be  bent,  and  cloven,  and  polifhed.  A  young 

Branch 


0/  WOODS.  339 

Branch  is  commonly  weak  and  flexible,  and  therâ 
are  feveral  that  may  be  bent  into  Circles,  without 
breaking.  In  this  contorted  State,  they  acquire  the 
Pliancy  of  a  Cordj  by  which  means  they  may  be 
twilled  into  Bands,  as  well  for  Faggots,  as  for  thofe 
enormous  Floats  of  Wood,  fix  and  thirty  Fathoms 
in  Length,  which  are  conveyed  from  one  River  to 
another,  and  traverfe  v^hole  Provinces  at  an  incon- 
fiderable  Expence  ;  and  each  of  which  will,  by  the 
Afliftance  of  no  more  than  forty  Men,  be  enabled 
to  difcharge  fifty  Loads  of  Wood,  at  the  Gates  of 
thofe  great  Cities  that  want  it. 

Several  Species  of  Wood,  as  the  Chefnut,  the 
Hazel,  the  Birch,  the  Afh,  the  Willow,  the  Ofier, 
or  Dwarf- Willow,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Trees, 
have  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  large  and  fmall 
Branches,  which  are  fo  very  fupple  and  pliant,  that 
the  greated  of  them,  when  they  have  been  fplic 
from  End  to  End,  are  capable  of  being  rounded  in¬ 
to  PI oops,  flrong  enough  to  bind  together  all  the 
Staves  of  Tuns  and  large  Fats,  almofi:  beyond  the 
PolTibility  of  flatting  ;  and  v/hen  the  leaf!:  Branches 
have  been  flit,  in  the  fame  manner,  they  are  made 
into  lefiTer  Hoops,  fit  for  binding  Hogfheads,  Laun¬ 
dry  Veflels,  Pails,  and  Cafks  of  all  Dimenfions. 

The  Ofler,  by  its  Pflexibility,  furniflaes  the  Gar¬ 
dener  with  Bands  for  pallifiding  all  his  Trees  ;  and 
fupplies  the  Bafkec-maker  with  Materials  for  Pan¬ 
niers,  Pdaflcets,  Scuttles,  Hurdles,  and  fuch  orna¬ 
mental  Works  for  Deferts,  as  are  rendered  very 
agreeable  by  their  Texture,  and  the  Variety  of 
their  Colours. 

The  chief  Merit  of  the  Ofier  conflfls  in  its  Ap¬ 
titude  to  preferve  our  large  Tuns  in  a  compad:  State, 
and  to  reduce  the  opening  Staves  to  their  firft  Co- 
hefion  j  by  which  Means  they  imprifon  the  mod  im- 
.  petuous  Wines,  and  render  their  Tranfportation  as 
praticable  as  that  of  the  mofl  folid  Cargoes. 

Z  2 
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The  young  Branches  are  not  the  only  Wood  that 
will  affume  any  Form  we  pleafe  to  give  it  -,  fince 
the  moft  folid  Growths,  when  their  Bulk  has  been 
fufficiently  diminifhed,  v/ill  prove  tradable  under 
the  Hand  of  the  Workman,  and  efpeciaJly  by  the 
A  id  of  Fire.  The  Cooper,  for  inftance,  when  he  has 
fhaped  and  planed  his  Pipe-Staves,  conneds  their 
Tops  together,  in  the  Form  of  a  Cafk,  by  the 
Afliftance  of  a  Hoop,  which  embraces  them  ;  and 
he  then  kindles  a  brijfk  and  clear  Fire  in  the  infide  of 
the  intended  Veffel,  the  Pores  of  which  are  opened  by 
the  Heat,  and  every  Part  is  in  Agitation  for  fome 
Moments.  In  the  Inftant  of  their  Difunion,  he  dif- 
pofes  a  Cord  round  the  Extremities  of  the  Staves, 
and  then  contrads  its  Circumference  with  an  Inftru- 
ment  for  that  purpofe  :  and  as  the  Breadth  of  each 
Stave  gradually  diminifhes,  from  the  Middle,  to  the 
Ends,  he  forces  them  to  bend  and  approach  each 
other,  while  they  form  an  inward  Slant,  which  oc- 
cafions  a  Swelling  in  the  middle  of  the  Veffel,  and 
facilitates  the  Aiding  of  the  feveral  Hoops  over  one 
another.  In  Confequence  of  which,  the  middle 
Hoops  may  be  changed,  unbound,  or  fattened  a- 
new,  without  difplacing  thofe  that  encompafs  the 
Extremities  of  the  Staves. 

Turners,  likewife,  by  the  aid  of  Fire,  give  a 
rounding  to  the  Planks  of  Oak  or  Beech,  which 
they  fhape  into  Pails,  Bufliels,  and  other  Meafures 
of  every  kind. 

The  fame  Expedient  is  employed  in  bending  the 
Sides  of  mufical  Inttruments,  and  caufing  them  to 
acquire  that  Proportion  and  Lightnefs,  by  which 
they  are  rendered  fufceptible  of  the  Vibrations  of 
the  Strings  that  are  ttretched  upon  them.  The  thin 
Shell  of  Wood,  which  covers  the  Body  of  a  Violin, 
inttead  of  giving  a  languid  Repercuffion  of  the 
Notes,  after  a  Series  of  an  hundred  Years,  willbe- 
4  come 
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come  more  fonorous,  and  under  the  Bow  of  a  Du- 
hoiirg  will  kindle  an  Audience  into  a  pleafing 
Enthufialm.  A  Geminiani  will  foften  its  Modula¬ 
tions  into  inimitable  Eloquence,  whofe  Language 
will  be  intelligible  to  each  Individual,  becaufe  it  will 
always  be  addre fifed  to  the  Heart. 

The  Subftance  of  Wood  accommodates  itfelf  to 
our  NecelTities,  not  only  by  its  Pliancy  in  bending, 
but  likewife  by  its  Divifibility  into  as  many  Parts  as 
we  pleafe. 

Chevalier  »  From  whence.  Sir,  have  moft  Species 
of  Wood  the  Aptitude  we  obferve  in  them,  of 
cleaving  through  their  whole  Length  *,  and  what 
can  occafion  the  Difficulty  we  experience  in  cutting 
‘  them  tranfverfly  ? 

I  Prior,  This  Conftitution,  which  is  called  the 
Grain  of  the  Wood,  refults  from  the  Situation  of 
N  the  long  Tubes,  which  being  difpofed  in  Lines 
parallel  to  each  other,  thro’  ail  the  Length  of  the 
^  Tree,  in  order  to  condu6l  the  Sap  to  the  Foliage  and 
Fruits,  may  be  difunited  by  theinfertion  of  a  Wedge  ; 
but  their  Combination  forms  a  Solidity,  which  will 
not  eafily  yield  to  any  lateral  Effort. 

Chevalier.  This  is  much  the  fame  Circumftance 
.  as  attends  a  Pacquet  of  Hemp  or  Silk  -,  one  half  of 
which  may  eafily  be  feparated  from  the  other,  but 
it  will  be  very  difficult  to  rend  them  tranfverfly  : 
i  and  if  the  whole  be  twifted,  in  order  to  unite  the 
feveral  Threads  more  effe6lually,  they  will  be  form- 
/  ed  into  a  Cord  ftrong  enough  to  raife  Bodies  of 
\  the  greatefl:  Weight. 

:  Prior.  There  is  this  Difference  between  the 

I  Threads  which  compofe  a  Cord,  and  the  Fibres 
I  which  conftitute  a  Piece  of  Wood  i  that  the  hempen 

'  1  *  The  Tranflator  has  taken  the  liberty  to  change  the  French 

For  crois  and  Marais  ^  for  the  amiable  Names  of  Duhourgh  and 
\  .  Geminiani,  whofe  Harmony  will  never  be  depreciated  by  the 

1  \  Violins  of  any  Nation  whatever. 

.  Z  3  Threads 
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Threads  being  naturally  flexible,  and  very  crook¬ 
ed,  are  unable  to  ftiflen  and  confolidate  the  Cord 
in  its  Length  ;  whereas  the  fibrous  Tubes,  which 
form  the  Grain  of  the  Wood,  are  deftined  to  con¬ 
vey  the  Sap,  and  are  therefore  very  ftraight  for 
the  generality  :  and  when  they  have  been  well  im¬ 
pregnated  with  their  proper  Nutriment,  and  are 
firengthened  in  a  fublfantial  manner,  one  againft 
another,  their  mutual  Concurrence  in  the  fame  Di- 
reblion  forms  a  Mafs  of  that  Firmnefs  and  Soli¬ 
dity,  through  its  whole  Length,  that  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  Piece  of  Oak,  an  Inch  fquare,  will  fupport 
a  Weight  of  eight  thoufand  Pounds  ;  and  a  very 
few  Props  will  fuftain  an  enormous  Load  of  Tim¬ 
ber  Work,  when  the  Wall  on  which  it  refled  is 
removed. 

But  before  we  inquire  into  the  Advantages  we  de¬ 
rive  from  the  extreme  Force  of  Wood,  let  us  employ 
a  Moment’s  Confideration  on  the  Services  it  renders 
us  by  its  Divifibility,  and  the  beautiful  Smoothnefs 
into  which  it  can  fo  eafily  be  wrought. 

The  Ax,  the  Saw,  and  the  Plane,  enable  us  to 
divide  a  Trunk  or  Branch  of  a  Tree  into  as  many 
thin  Planks  as  we  pleafe.  This  Wood  may  be  hol¬ 
lowed,  rounded  and  poliflied  *,  it  is  likewife  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  turned  and  contorted  like  dudile  Wax, 
in  order  to  be  fliaped  into  Banifters,  Door-Cafes, 
Wainfcots,  Safli- Frames,  Wardrobes,  and  all  thofe 
fine  Branches  of  Fourniture  that  are  formed  by  the 
Joiner,  for  the  Reception  of  thofe  Things  we  are 
defirous  of  preferving.  I  would  add  too,  that  a 
Set  of  Furniture  of  this  nature  renders  our  Apart¬ 
ments  as  ornamental,  and  even  more  Llutary  than 
they  would  prove,  were  they  hung  with  fplendid 
Silks,  and  the  richeft  Paintings,  or  were  incrufted 
with  the  mofl  maotnificent  Marble.  When  a  Var- 

O 

j  nifh  is  fpread  over  the  whole  Work,  it  fmooths  it, 
from  end  to  end,  with  the  utmpfl  Uniforniiry,,  and 

4  its 
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its  Bitter  nefs  chafes  away  the  Worms  that  would 
Gtherwife  injure  the  Furniture  at  our  Expence. 

The  Facility,  with  which  all  the  Species  of  Wood 
may  be  divided  and  polilhed,  has  awakened  the 
Induftry  of  Ebonifts,  through  a  Series  of  many 
Ages.  They  have  acquired  the  Art  of  cutting  the 
Extremity  of  a  fm all  Portion  of  Wood,  agreeably 
to  the  Profil  of  the  Figure  they  would  caufe  it 
to  alfume.  They  can  aflemble,  and  glew  a  Range 
of  delicate  Compartments,  regular  Landfcapes, 
beautiful  Flowers,  and  curious  Groups  of  Animals, 
on  a  folid  and  fubftantial  Ground  ;  and  the  whole 
fhall  be  compofed  of  little  Squares  of  foreign  or 
don-^eftic  Wood,  adjuftcd  with  the  niccft  CEco- 
nomy. 

They  fele6l  the  Olive-Tree,  for  its  rich  Veins  j 
the  Walnut-Tree,  for  its  gloffy  Clouds  ;  the  Ebo¬ 
ny,  for  the  furprifing  Beauty  of  its  fable  Hue  *,  thç 
Box,  for  its  golden  Yellow  -,  the  Brafil,  for  its  a- 
miable  red  ;  the  Imall  Cherry-Tree,  for  the  Luftre 
of  its  Polifh  ;  the  Maple,  for  its  pleafing  Spots  ; 
the  Pear-Tree,  for  its  facility  in  afluming  the  Tinc¬ 
ture  of  Ebony  ;  the  Cedar,  for  its  Immunity  from 
Corruption  *,  the  Wood  of  Sl  Lucia ^  which  is  a 
Species  of  the  little  Cherry-Tree  of  Lorrain  ;  the 
Aloe,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Woods,  for  the  Rich- 
nefs  of  their  feveral  Odours.  Thefe  are  formed, 
by  the  Art  of  Joinery,  into  Bureaus,  Cabinets, 
Book-Cafes,  Boxes,  Pedeftals  for  Pendulums,  Va- 
fes  and  Statues  *,  and  the  principal  Merit  of  thefe 
Works  confifts  in  their  being  conducted  with  a 
Simplicity  of  Defign,  a  Propriety  of  Execution, 
and  a  Solidity  through  the  whole. 

The  eafy  Methods  of  cutting  Wood,  and  fmooth- 
ing  it  into  the  fineft  Surface,  promoted  the  Inven¬ 
tion  and  Improvement  of  the  Art  of  Turning.  The 
hardeft  Species  of  Wood,  as  the  Box  and  the  Ma¬ 
ple,  which  are  fcarce  fufceptible  of  any  J^preflions 
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from  Iron  and  Steel  -,  may,  when  they  are  con- 
figned  to  the  Hands  of  the  Turner,  be  eafily 
rounded,  and  diminifhed  into  a  Delicacy  of  Shape  ; 
they  are  capable  of  being  ornamented  with  flowing 
Fillets,  rifing  Gorges,  hollow  Flutings,  and  fwelling 
Fruits.  His  Inftrument  can  form  them  into  Columns, 
Baluftrades,  Boxes,  and  every  other  Figure  he  pleafes 
to  afford  them.  This  agreeable  Art  has,  at  all  times, 
made  repeated Tranfitions  from  the  laborious  Artifan, 
to  Perfons  of  diftinguifhed  Rank  ;  it  has  relaxed 
the  Aufterity  of  monaftic  Solitaries,  and  has  had 
the  Honour  to  be  the  favourite  Amufemcnt  of 
Princes  themfelves. 

The  Conjunction  of  Solidity  and  Pliancy,  in  the 
fame  Portion  of  Matter,  is  the  Reafon  why  Wood 
has  been  feleCted  for  reprefenting,  in  high  or  demi- 
Relief,  the  Figures  of  Men  and  Animals  ;  Flow¬ 
ers  and  Foliage  ;  with  all  the  Ornaments  that  have 
ever  been  attempted  on  Marble  and  Metals,  in  or¬ 
der  to  perpetuate  their  Duration.  But  alas  !  a 
falfe  Tafte,  with  a  partial  Fondnefs  for  Glitter, 
has  frequently  condemned  the  fineft  Touches  of 
Sculpture  to  Obfcurity,  under  a  radiant  Surface  of 
Gold  and  Silver  !  How  many  rich  Figures  of  Ger- 
tnain^  Pilon ^  and  others  of  our  beft  Statuaries,  have 
loft  the  greateft  part  of  their  expreffive  Energy, 
and  delicate  Lightnefs,  under  the  Bronze  and  Gild¬ 
ings  that  incruft  them  ! 

Chevalier.  I  have  heard  a  Piece  of  Hiftory  re¬ 
lated,  which  correfponds  very  much  with  your 
Obfervations.  Lycippus  of  Sicyon  formed  an  in¬ 
comparable  Statue,  which  reprefented  Alexander 
ihe  Greats  in  his  Bloom  of  Youth  :  Nero  caufed 
it  to  be  gilded  over,  becaufe  it  was  only  Brafs. 
This  ridiculous  Ornament  defaced  all  the  Beauty  of 
the  Features  and  hardened  every  Grace  in  the 
youthful.  Form.  The  Gold  was  at  laft  taken  off, 
and  the  Statue  appeared  more  valuable  than  before, 

even 
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even  with  all  the  Difadvantages  it  had  fuftained  from 
its  injurious  Embellifhment.  But  I  don’t  confider. 
Sir,  that  I  interrupt  your  Account  of  the  Benefits 
we  receive  from  Wood. 

Prior,  The  Sequel  would  be  too  long  for  one 
Conference  -,  for  which  Reafon,  the  Enumeration  of 
the  Advantages  we  derive  from  the  Solidity,  and 
other  Qualities  of  Wood,  fliall  be  referved  for  your 
Entertainment  to-morrow. 
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» 

T}ie  Prior.  “The  Chevalier,’ 


Prior. 


\  N  ourYefterday’s  Converfation, 
I  Sir,  I  intimated  to  you  feveral 
I  of  thofe  Advantages  we  derive 
5  from  the  Trees  of  the  Foreft  ; 
j  but  they  are  rendered  ftill  more 
beneficial  to  us  by  their  large  Dimenfions,  and  chiefly 
by  that  Texture  of  their  conftituent  Farts,  which  pre¬ 
vents  their  Separation.  We  may  eafily  difcover,  in 
the  wide  Scenes  of  Nature,  a  number  of  Bodies  that 
are  very  mafllve  and  compadl  ;  fuch  as  Stones,  and 
Blocks  of  Marble,  which  we  can  appropriate  to  a 
Variety  of  Ufes.  But  we  find  it  very  difficult  to 
afifemble  and  range  thefe  Mafles,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  may  be  fubftr vient  to  our  Defigns*  They 

are 
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are  very  untra6table  as  well  as  brittle,  and  are  only 
ufeful  to  us,  by  continuing  in  a  State  of  Immo- 
bility  *,  whereas  the  moft  enormous  Maffes  of  Wood 
are  always  obfequious  to  the  Intentions  of  Man, 
Trees  of  eighty  Feet  in  length  plunge  their  Roots 
into  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  in  fearch  of  a  folid 
Bottom,  in  foft  Soils  that  would  fink  under  a  Weight 
of  Building.  Thefe  mighty  Growths  of  Wood  may, 
by  the  Force  of  Blows,  be  driven  deep  either  in  the 
Earth  or  Water,  where  they  will  form  a  For  eft  of 
immoveable  Piles  that  are  frequently  incapable  of 
Corruption,  and  will  for  ever  fuftain  the  Weight  of 
the  largeft  Struftures,  with  fuch  a  firm  Cohefion  and 
Equality,  as  are  not  to  be  obtained  even  from  the 
Solidity  of  the  Earth  itfelf. 

I  likewife  fee  vaft  Bodies  of  Timber  difpofed  in 
a  very  different  Situation.  They  afcend  to  the  Tops 
of  Buildings,  where  they  ftrengthen  the  Walls, 
and  prevent  their  ftarting  from  the  Pofitions  afligned 
them  :  they  fuftain  the  whole  Preffure  of  a  huge 
Roof  of  Tiles,  or  Slates,  or  even  Lead  itfelf. 

Is  it,  at  any  time,  neceffary  for  them  to  be  in 
motion,  for  the  Service  of  Mankind  ?  You  will 
then  behold  immenfe  Beams,  which  almoft  appear 
unmanageable,  moving  from  their  Places,  and 
adapting  themfejves  to  the  full  Play  of  mechanic- 
l^owers.  They  mount  aloft,  they  defcend,  they 
roll,  they  whirl  along,  with  as  much  Agility  as 
Force,  for  the  Satisfadfion  of  Man,  and  to  aid  the 
Inability  of  his  feeble  Arms.  They  furnifh  Mate¬ 
rials  for  thofe  Frames  that  fuftain,  for  many  Ages, 
the  ponderous  Swing  of  the  largeft  Bells  :  they  are 
fliaped  into  Naves,  and  Axle-Trees*,  Wheels,  and 
weighty  Carrs  ;  and  are  converted  into  all  the  Ve¬ 
hicles  that  can  poffibly  be  formed,  by  the  Wain*’ 
wright,  for  the  Conveyance  of  our  Burdens  to  what 
Quarters  we  pleafe.  They  fupply  us  with  Draw¬ 
bridges  and  Portcullis’s  ;  Wine-Preffes,  and  Ma- 
.  "  '  '  "  chines 
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chines  for  Founderies  ;  together  with  Cranes,  and 
all  thofe  mighty  Engines,  which  difpatch  more 
Work  in  an  Inftant,  than  could  formerly  be  accom- 
plifhed  in  many  Hours. 

In  a  word,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Forefts,  for 
all  thofe  VelTels  that  move  upon  the  mighty  Wa¬ 
ters,  and  refemble  floating  Cities,  which  are  wafted, 
with  all  their  Inhabitants  by  the  Winds,  from  one 
end  of  the  Globe  to  the  other. 

Chevalier,  It  was  certainly  a  daring  Attempt,  to 
traverfe  the  Ocean  on  a  Set  of  Planks,  faftened  to¬ 
gether.  How  could  fuch  a  Thought  ever  enter  in¬ 
to  the  Imagination  of  Man? 

Prior,  Man  obferved,  that  the  Animals  around 
.  him  were  fupplied  with  all  that  was  ne- 
of  ceflary  to  their  Exiflence,  from  the 

Moment  of  their  Birth  ;  and  were  en¬ 
abled  to  tranfport  themfelves  from  Place  to  Place, 
with  furprizing  Agility  ;  while  he  himfelf  was  con- 
ftrained  to  move  with  a  flow  Progrefs,  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  Purfuit  of  thofe  Accommodations  that  were  dif- 
perfed  at  a  large  diftance  from  him.  He  beheld  o- 
ther  Animals  gliding  as  light  as  the  Wind,  in  the 
Regions  above  him  ;  he  faw  them  cleave  the  Air, 
without  the  leaft  Impediment,  and  tranfport  them¬ 
felves,  from  Land  to  Land,  by  a  Flight  that  was 
unobftruéled  by  interpofing  Seas,  Man  came  into 
the  World,  deftitute  of  all  thefe  Advantages,  but 
he  derived  an  ample  Equivalent,  from  the  Faculty 
of  Reafon,  by  which  he  compelled  the  terreitrial 
Animals  to  dired;  their  Motions  for  his  Service. 
The  Levity  of  Wood,  the  Fluduation  of  the  Wa¬ 
ters,  and  the  Force  of  the  Winds  furnilhed  him 
with  Expedients  for  procuring  Vehicles  by  Land 
and  Sea,  as  light  as  the  Wings  of  Birds.  When 
thefe  Inventions  were  completed,  he  no  longer  was 
limited  to  a  fcanty  Portion  of  Earth,  but  was  able 
to  transfer  himfelf  where-ever  he  pleafed,  A  mu- 
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The  Foliage  ol  the  Oak 


The  ever  green  Oak  with  its  Acorn. 
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tuai  Intercourfe  was  then  maintained  by  diftant 

i  Provinces.  The  Cities  that  were  feated  on  the  Out¬ 
lets  of  Rivers  were  furnifhed  with  Importations 

ii  from  foreign  Lands,  and  then  tranfmitted  them, 

I  by  their  Rivers,  to  different  Parts,  and  diffufed 
1  them  through  a  whole  Kingdom.  Paris  and  Nants 
I  were  approximated  by  thefe  Means,  and  all  the  Sub- 
f  jeds  of  a  mighty  State  feemed  to  be  affociated  into 
I  one  City,  by  virtue  of  thefe  mutual  Communica- 
Ï  tions.  They  foon  became  intimate  ;  they  contrh 
!  buted  to  the  Aid  of  each  other,  and  frequent  Vi- 
1  fits  were  interchanged  between  them.  I  may  even 
t  affirm,  that  the  whole  Earth  is  now  become  one 
'  City,  of  which  the  Continents  form  the  different 

Quarters.  Man,  fince  the  Invention  and  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Navigation,  can  take  a  Progrefs  to  each 
Extremity  of  the  World,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Inhabitants  of  Venice  pafs  from  one  Quarte^r  of  their 
City  to  another,  in  their  Gondolas.  He  now  can 
travel  nine  thoufand  Leagues,  in  lefs  than  the  fpace 
of  two  Years,  by  the  Aid  of  his  Veffel  and  Sails, 
and  he  arrives  at  thofe  Regions  that  have  never  been 
vifited  by  the  Birds  of  his  Climate.  When  Eagles 
and  Faulcons  attempt  to  expatiate  as  far  as  Man, 
they  are  debilitated  and  loft  in  the  midft  of  their 
Paifage. 

After  this  Account  of  the  Advantages  we  derive 
from  Wood,  can  we  imagine  it  to  be  capable  of 
affording  us  another,  which  is  ftill  more  important  ? 
This,  however,  is  a  real  Fad.  Wood  is  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  our  Lives,  fince  it  contains  the  principal, 
and  moft  natural  Aliment  of  Fire,  without  which 
we  fhould  be  incapable  of  preparing  our  ufual  Food, 
or  forming  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  Convenien- 
cies  that  are  moft  neceffarv  for  the  Prefervation  of 
our  Health. 

The  Sun  is  the  Soul  of  Nature,  fince  he  imparts 

Life  and  Adion  to  all  her  Works  *,  but  we  have  no 

Ability 
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Ability  to  colleft  his  Beams,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
Nvill  be  fufficient  to  prepare  our  Food  for  our  Ta¬ 
bles,  or  to  melt  and  form  our  Metals  into  the  Shapes 
we  need  *,  we  are  unable,  by  his  foie  Miniftration, 
to  foften,  and  dry,  and  purify  the  Portions  of  Mat¬ 
ter  we  employ.  Wood  fupplies  the  Deficiency  of 
the  Sun,  in  moft  of  thefe  Operatichs,  and,  iii 
Proportion  to  its  Quantity,  accommodates  Mankind 
with  all  the  different  Degrees  of  Heat  and  Flame. 

In  the  W inter- Seafon,  when  the  Sun  only  rifes  to 
an  inconfiderable  Height  above  our  Horizon, 
the  Length  of  the  Nights,  in  Conjundtion  with  un* 
falutary  Fogs,  and  fevere  Frofts,  would  be  fuffici¬ 
ent  to  extingdifh  that  vital  Warmth  in  Man,  which 
is  c^heriffied  by  the  folar  Beam,  did  not  our  Hearths 
afford  us  a  reviving  Heat  and  Alacrity,  of  which 
we  fhould  otherwife  be  divefted  in  the  Abfence  of 
that  Luminary. 

Chevalier,  I  am  now  fenfible  how  neceffary  die 
Woods  are  rendered  to  our  Welfare.  The  Trees 
that  bend  under  a  Weight  of  Fruit  are  not  fo  be¬ 
neficial  to  us,  as  thofe  we  call  unfertile.  But  is  this 
Wood,  Sir,  which  proves  of  fUch  Importance  to  us, 
fo  fcarce  as  is  commonly  reprefented?  If  we  credit 
an  old  Prophecy  that  Is  fo  generally  known,  all 
France  will  one  day  periffi  for  want  of  Wood.  Is 
there  any  Foundation  for  fuch  an  Opinion? 

Prior.  You  will  eafily  judge  of  the  Falfhood  of 
this  Prediction,  by  the  ffiort  Hiftory  I  will  now 
give  you  of  our  Woods. 

An  hiftorical  precious  Subftance,  which  is  fo 

Account  of  neceffary  to  all  the  Conveniencies  of 
the  Forefts  Life,  was  once  extremely  plentiful  in 
of  Fra?ice.  France^  and  in  all  the  other  Countries  of 
Europe  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  were  even  embarrafïèd 
with  its  Profufion.  In  the  Times  that  immediately 
fucceeded  the  Deluge,  it  is  very  probable,  that  the 
Seeds  of  Herbs  and  Plants,  which  the  Waters  had 
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fwept  away,  and  afterward  depofited  on  the  Earth 
in  a  promifcuous  manner,  began  to  fhoot  forth  in 
all  Parts  *,  in  confequence  of  which,  whole  Conti¬ 
nents  were  almoft  covered  with  their  Produdlions. 
As  the  Nations  advanced  from  the  Eaft^  to  the  Oc¬ 
cidental  and  Northern  Regions,  they  were  obliged 
to  cut  down  the  Woods,  in  the  Lands  they  propofed 
to  inhabit  and  cultivate.  The  Extent  of  the  Forefts 
in  Germany  and  France  was  accordingly  con- 
tradled,  in  Proportion  as  thofe  Countries  became 
populous. 

Thefe  Forefts  were  however  fo  immenfe  and 
unferviceable,  in  the  twelfth  Century,  that  the 
great  Lords  granted  large  Portions  of  them  to  the 
firft  religious  Communities,  that  were  defirous  of 
a  Retreat  in  thofe  Solitudes.  The  Difciples  of  St. 
Norbert^  and  St.  Bernard^  were  indefatigable  in  clear¬ 
ing  the  Centre  of  the  Woods  they  inhabited,  and 
thefe  laborious  Solitaries  gradually  cultivated  Trads 
of  Land  that  produced  extraordinary  Revenues  out 
of  thofe  defolate  and  negleded  Thickets,  where  the 
Ax  of  the  Woodman  had  never  refounded  till  then. 
It  may  likewife  be  affirmed  to  their  Honour,  that  the 
Portions  of  Land,  which  had  been  configned  to 
them,  were  of  very  little  Value  ;  and  that  they 
themfelves  were  the  Founders  of  thofe  affluent  For¬ 
tunes,  in  the  Enjoyment  of  which,  their  SuccefTors 
are  fo  much  envied  at  prefent. 

Thofe  Lords  and  Communities,  who  pofteffed 
large  Trads  of  unneceflary  Wood- Lands,  converted 
the  greateft  part  of  them  into  arable  Lands  -,  and 
the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  was  augmented,  in 
Proportion  to  the  Enlargement  of  the  open  Coun¬ 
try,  and  the  Increafe  of  its  Profits.  Experience 
has  made  it  evident,  that  the  more  any  Land  is  cul- 
tivated,  the  greater  Number  of  Inhabitants  may  be 
lupported  by  it  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  more 
nuqierous  the  Inhabitants  prove,  the  more  effec- 
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tually  will  the  Land  be  cultivated.  The  State  de^ 
rived  great  Advantages  from  the  Lands  that  were 
thus  cleared  :  but  as  the  beft  Regulations  may  fome- 
times  run  into  Extremes,  and  as  valuable  as  the  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  Earth  may  prove,  our  Woods  may 
be  cut  down  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  may  hereafter  re¬ 
duce  France  to  the  Condition  of  England^  which 
has  fuffered  its  Forefts  to  be  totally  deftroyed^.  Our 
Circumftances  would  then  be  rendered  more  deplo¬ 
rable  than  thole  of  the  Dutch^  who  can  fupply  their 
want  of  Wood  by  burning  Turf,  which  is  an 
unCtuous  kind  of  Earth,  dug  by  the  Natives  from 
their  marfhy  Lands.  We  fhould  likewife  be  more 
cieftitute  than  the  Englijh^  who  are  furniflied  with 
vaft  Beds  of  Coal,  which  is  another  Species  of 
fat  Earth,  impregnated  with  Sulphur,  and  other  me¬ 
tallic  Principles,  whofe  Scent,  which  is  fomething 
difagreeable,  may  be  rendered  very  fupportable  by 
Cuftom.  We,  at  laft,  became  fenfible  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  Confequences  that  were  likely  to  refuk  from 
the  Liberty  taken  by  each  Individual,  in  difpofing 
of  his  Woods  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  aCled  by  o- 
ther  Branches  of  his  Property  ;  and  we  were  guarded, 
by  the  Wifdom  of  our  Government,  from  the 
Neceffity  of  having  Recourfe  to  the  Northern  Na¬ 
tions  for  our  Supplies  of  Wood.  Our  Kings,  who 
are  always  attentive  to  improve  the  natural  Produc¬ 
tions  of  France^  effablifhed  a  Set  of  Confervators 
of  the  Waters  and  Forefts,  to  prevent  all  arbitrary 
Devaftations  and  Fellings  of  Wood.  They  regu¬ 
lated  the  proper  Order  and  Seafons  for  cutting,  and 
no  one  was  permitted  to  fell  a  fingle  Stem,  till  the 
proper  Officer  had  marked  the  Tree  with  the  Con- 
fervator’s  Ax.  But  as  it  was  not  thought  lufficienc 

*  Our  ingenious  Author  has  been  a  little  too  inconfiderate  in 
this  Affertion.  For  the  Forefts,  which  are  ftill  remaining  in 
England^  are  fufficient  to  fecure  her  the  Empire  of  the  Ocean, 
againft  all  Competitors,  for  many  Ages. 
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to  fecure  the  large  Growths  from  the  Caprice  of 
private  Perfons  ;  feveral  wife  Refervations  were 
made  in  Favour  of  the  Under-wood,  which  is  ufed 
1  for  Faggots,  Rafters,  Laths  and  Hoops.  As  the 
Timber,  which  is  employed  in  building  Houfes  and 
I  Ships,  is  the  mofi:  important  Species  of  all,  due 
I  Precautions  were  taken  for  its  Propagation,  and 
I  fixteen  Standard -Trees  were  ordered  to  be  prefer ved 
!  on  each  Acre  of  Coppice-Land,  in  every  Seafon  for 
I  felling  *,  and  thefe  were  not  to  be  cut  down  without 
a  proper  Licence  from  the  Confervator  ;  by  which 
Means,  the  Trees  that  were  fo  prefer  ved  acquired 
their  due  Growth  in  Procefs  of  Time,  and  the  bcft 
Seeds  were  always  planted  after  each  felling,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  Exuberancy  of  bad  Wood. 

In  Confequence  of  the  fame  Regulation,  ten  Trees 
are  to  be  left  on  each  Acre  of  Land,  whenever  the 
full-grown  Timber  is  felled. 

All  private  Perfons  were  likewife  prohibited  from 
difpofing  of  their  Standard-Trees  till  they  had  con¬ 
tinued  forty  Years  in  the  Coppice,  and  the  full 
Growths  were  to  be  an  hundred  and  twenty  Years 
old  -,  by  which  Means,  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
Wood  is  always  fecured  for  Fewel  and  Building. 

The  Precautions  of  our  Government  were  extend¬ 
ed  yet  farther  :  When  the  Trees  were  crowded  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Woods,  they  fhot  forth  but  few 
Branches,  while  their  Trunks  fwelled  into  a  large 
Subftance  and  rofe  to  a  great  Height,  becaufe  they 
enjoyed  a  free  Circulation  of  Air  only  on  their  Tops. 
Perfons  of  Judgment  were  fenfible,  that  when  fome 
Part  of  a  Wood  fhould  happen  to  be  felled,  the  Stems 
of  the  remaining  Trees  would  acquire  but  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  Circumference  and  Height  when  they  grew 
up  to  Standards,  becaufe  their  lateral  Branches  would 
fhoot  into  the  vacant  Spaces,  which  would  then  be 
afforded  them  by  the  Wood  already  felled.  They 
likewife  fore&w  that  the  fame  Stems  would  be  more 
VoL,  11,  A  a  ex- 
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expofed  to  the  injurious  Effeds  of  Cold  in  the  open 
Air,  than  they  were  in  the  clofer  Growth  of  the 
Thicket  -,  and  that  thofe  Trees  which  furvived  the 
Rigours  of  the  Frofl  would  fall  by  the  Ax  of  the 
Woodman,  who  knew  no  Law  more  cogent  than 
his  own  Neceffities.  In  order,  therefore,  to  preferve 
and  multiply  the  Timber-Trees  in  a  more  effedual 
Manner,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  commanded  a  Re- 
fervation  to  be  made  of  more  than  a  fourth  Part  of 
thofe  Forefts  that  were  pofTeired  by  the  Church  or 
any  ecclefiaftic  Community,  as  a  Property  m  Mort¬ 
main.  Thisreferved  Portion  is  now  become  fo  facred 
as  to  be  exempted  from  the  Authority  of  the  Con- 
fervator  himfelf and  the  Trees  are  not  to  be  cut 
down  without  an  exprefs  Commiffion  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  who  are  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  NecefTity  for  that 
Proceeding  ;  and  a  Licence  of  this  Nature  is  never 
granted,  but  when  the  Plantation  is  in  Danger  of 
periflaing  by  Age. 

The  Court,  the  Nobility,  and  whole  Cities,  have 
added  many  laudable  Examples  to  thefe  judicious 
Regulations.  Our  great  Roads  begin  to  be  border’d 
with  long  Rows  of  Elms,  and  other  Trees,  which, 
in  all  Probability,  will  prove  a  beneficial  Refource  in 
fome  future  Emergency.  I'he  Traveller,  while  he 
paiTes  through  large  Provinces,  may  enjoy  the 
branching  Verdure  that  blooms  over  his  Head, 
without  intercepting  the  amiable  Landfcape  of  the 
Country  from  his  View.  A  Variety  of  rifing  Ave¬ 
nues  condudl  the  Fiiye  to  ftately  Cadies  and  large 
Towns  -,  France  feems  within  the  lafh  twenty 
Years,  to  be  changed  into  a  Garden  of  Pleafure. 

Chevalier.  You  have  relieved  me.  Sir,  from  my 
Appréhendons  of  a  Scarcity  of  Wood,  but  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  it  more  effedtually,  I  think  we  ought 
to  praftife  the  Reverfe  of  the  former  Method.  Our 
Anceftors  converted  ufelefs  Forefts  into  arable  Lands, 
but  it  would  now  be  proper  to  convert  ufelefs  Lands 
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into  B^orefts.  I  know  fome  Soils  in  which  Buck- 
i  V/hcvat  is  fown  but  once  in  fiv^e  or  fix  Years. 

Pr  ior.  The  Method  you  recommend,  Sir,  has 
:  been  pradlifed  by  feveral  Peidons  with  great  Suc- 


;  cefs  and  is  one  of  the  bcft  Exped  ients  for  the  Me- 
■  lioration  of  bad  Soils,  and  eipccially  fuch  as  lye 
wafte  and  are  very  remote. 

Chevalier.  But  we  mult  wait  many  Years  before  we 
can  derive  any  Benelic  from  thefe  new  Plantations. 

Prior.  Y  provident  Father,  who  is  all  his  Life-time 
indullrioLis  to  make  a  decent  Provifion  for  his  Chil¬ 


dren,  will  eafily  prevail  bn  himklfto  refign  the  incon- 
fiderable  Profits  of  a  dry  and  (tubborn  Piece  of  Land 
for  a  few  Years,  in  order  to  fecure  to  himfelf  and  his 
!  Defendants  the  Enjoy  naent  of  a  better  Revenue. 

I  Chevalier.  The  Plantation  of  a  Wood  feems  to 
j  be  attended  with  another  Inconveniency,  A  good 
j  Soil  is  never  appropriated  to  this  Ufe  :  Is  it  poffi- 
)  ble,  therefore,  to  rear  a  Growth  of  Trees  on  thofe 
j  Lands  which  are  unprodudtive  of  Corn? 

I  Prior.  There  is  no  Soil  fo  very  barren  and  dry 
j  as  to  be  incapable  of  affording  fome  particular  Species 
j  of  Wood^  which  is  always  profitable  to  the  Pro- 
j  prietor.  If  a  Trade  of  Land  fhould  be  favourable  to 
j  no  Plants  but  Afpsn-Trees  ora  Growth  of  Broom  ^ 

I  which  is  very  rarely  the  Cafe,  the  Profits  wilf  how- 
j  ever,  be  much  more  confiderable  than  thofe  which 
j  arife  from  a  little  Buck-Wheat  once  in  five  Years, 

!  The  Productions  of  the  Soil  would  always  fupply  the 
j  neighbouring  Inhabitants  with  Fuel,  and  v/ould  like- 
]  wife  afford  a  lalutary  Refrelhment  to  Flocks  ofSheep, 

I  who  cure  themfdves  of  their  Diftempers  by  nibbling 
1  the  pointed  Spires  of  Broom.  The  Scarcity  of 
i  Wood  in  any  particular  Country,  the  Neighbour- 
i  hood  of  a  good  Town,  and  likevvife  of  a  commo- 
I  dioLis  River  for  floating  the  Wood,  are  Circum- 
Itances  diat  often  concur  in  the  fame  Situation,  and 


ought  to  be  confidered  by  the  Proprietors  of  Land> 
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as  fo  many  prevailing  Motives  for  planting  ;  and 
they  may  be  confident  of  Succefs,  from  innumerable 
Examples  of  the  fame  Nature.  The  whole  Affair 
confifts  in  the  firft  Culture,  and  the  Choice  of  fuch 
Plants  as  correfpond  with  the  Qualities  of  the  Soil. 
Thofe  Trees  that  appear,  from  Time  to  Time,  in 
publick  Roads,  and  other  Parts  of  the  dried  Coun¬ 
tries,  are  fo  many  Sketches  of  what  the  Soil  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing,  and  they  feem  to  reproach  the 
Inhabitants  with  the  melancholy  Afpedland  Naked- 
nefs  of  their  Mother-Earth. 

Chevalier.  What  Methods  are  to  be  obferved, 
when  we  begin  to  planta  Wood  ? 

Prior.  The  fird  necedary  Labour,  will  be  to  fink 
The  Manner  ^  Trench  round  the  Land,  where 
of  planting  a  the  intended  Plantation  is  to  be  made. 
Wood.  and  to  throw  the  Earth  of  the  Trench 

upon  the  Edges  of  the  Ground  it  enclofes.  If  this 
Precaution  be  negledled,  your  Work  will  be  entire¬ 
ly  dedroyed  by  intruding  Cattle.  You  may  either 
plant  Seed  or  young-Trees  ;  the  latter  of  which, 
will  be  fooned  produClive  of  Wood  -,  but  they  will 
likcwife  create  a  larger  Expence.  The  Seeds  will 
be  more  tardy  in  their  Produdions,  but  the  Charge 
will  be  much  lefs,  and  the  Wood  will  be  more  vi¬ 
gorous  and  durable. 

An  Acre  of  Ground,  containing  an  hundred  Rods 
or  Perches,  each  of  which  is  equal  to  twenty  two 
Feet,  will  require  fourteen  thoufand  Plants,  which  are 
com.monly  fold  for  about  Twelve-pence  a  thoufand. 
Thefe  mud  be  purchafed  of  fuch  Perfons  as  have 
Woods  of  their  own  -,  no  one  being  permitted  to 
take  them  either  from  the  King’s  Foreds,  or  from 
thofe  that  belong  to  ecclefiadic  Communities,  be- 
caufe  the  State  will  never  confent  to  the  Diminution 
of  this  important  Property,  and  no  young  Tree  is 
ever  to  be  removed  from  thofe  Plantations  without 
an  exprefs  Permiffion,  which  mud  be  authorized  by 
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fome  emergent  Occafion.  It  will*  be  proper  to 
choofe  fuch  young  Trees  for  your  Plantation  as 
have  a  large  fpread  of  Rorfts,  and  have  been  newly 
taken  out  of  the  Ground  *,  becaufe  a  Delay,  even  of 
two  Days,  is  fufEcient  to  deftroy  them  in  great 
Numbers. 

The  Plough  prepares  the  Land  for  the  young 
Plant,  at  the  lead  Expence.  When  a  Furrow  has 
been  opened,  two  Perfons  walk  by  the  Side  of  the 
Horfes,  and  place  the  Shoots  in  the  Furrow,  at  the 
Diftance  of  a  few  Feet  from  each  other.  The  Earth- 
Board  then  covers  them  with  the  Soil  that  is  fcooped 
out  of  a  new  Furrow.  Seventy  five  Perches  of 
Land  may  be  planted  in  one  Day  for  three  Livres 
and  fifteen  Sols  *,  the  ufual  Price  for  a  whole  Acre 
being  five  Livres.  Each  of  the  two  Men,  who  plant 
the  young  Trees,  will  be  fatisfied  with  twelve  Pence 
^  for  a  Day’s  Labour.  The  Plantation  may  likewife 
[  be  made  in  Trenches  or  long  Channels  -,  but  this 
'  Method  is  more  tedious  and  expenfive  than  the 
:  other. 

In  order  to  plant  the  Mali  of  the  Beech  and  the 
;  Seeds  of  the  Elm  with  Succefi,  the  Soil  fhould  be 
i  broken  into  as  minute  Parts  as  pofiible  *,  becaufe 
[the  Buds  of  thefe  Plants  are  extremely  delicate, 

I  and  never  fhoot  forth  with  the  Vigour  of  Acorns, 

'  which  need  only  be  caft  into  a  Furrow  that  has  been 
:  opened  by  the  Plough.  The  Seeds  of  the  Elm 
I  may  be  gathered  up  in  the  Fields  ;  the  Beech- Maft 
!  is  fold,  in  feveral  Places,  for  Ten-pence  a  Bufhel, 
i  fix  of  which  will  fuffice  for  one  Acre  ;  but  the  fame 
i‘ Quantity  of  Ground  will  require  fixteen  Bufiiels  of 
'  Acorns,  which  are  commonly  fold  for  five  Pence  a 
;  BuQiel. 

Before  you  plant  your  Seeds  either  in  Furrows, 
j  or  in  Holes  opened  at  a  regular  Diftance  from  each 
1  other,  it  will  be  proper  to  let  them  bud  forth  in  a 
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Bcjd  of  Sand,  by  which  Means  yon  may  be  certains 
of  planting  only  Inch  good  Seeds  as  will  profpero 

The  young  Plants,  which  fpring  from  thefe  Seeds, 
will  require  lotne  Attention  for  the  fiift  Years,  and 
they  will  be  greatly  forwarded  by  proper  Refrefh- 
nients  of  Water  in  dry  Seafons  -,  they  Ihould  iike- 
wdfe  be  thinned,  when  they  are  fo  numerous  as  to 
defraud  each  other  of  their  mutual  Nourifhment: 
The  Earth  fliould  alfo  be  ftirred  when  it  grows  too 
compadl  ;  and  Care  ought  to  be  taken  to  clear 
away  the  Weeds  which  choak  the  Growth  of  die 
tender  Plantation. 

When  the  Trees  have  been  in  the  Ground  for  the 
fpace  of  ten  Years,  a  Tingle  Acre  will  furnifh  you 
with  eight  or  nine  hundred,  or  even  a  thoufand  Fag¬ 
gots  at  the  firfl:  Lopping  ^  and  when  twenty  Years 
are  expired,  the  Time  Quantity  of  Land  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  third  more.  But  if  you  let  the  Wood  grow 
untouched  for  about  twenuy  four  Years,  every  Acre 
will  yield  you  ten  or  a  dozen  Cords  of  Wood  and 
a  thoufand  Faggots,  exclufive  of  the  white  Wood, 
which  may  be  lhaped  into  Poles,  and  Pannels,  and 
Rafters  for  thatched  Roofs.  I  omit  the  refer ved 
Growth  of  Standards,  which  will  afterward  furnifh 
all  the  Pieces  necefTary  to  form  thofe  Roofs  that  are 
to  be  covered  with  Tiles.  Experience  has  made  it 
evident,  that  each  Acre  of  fuch  Wood»Land  will 
yield  its  Owner  fifty,  fixty,  anefeven  feventy  Livres, 
every  ten  Years.  The  Expence  of  finking  the 
Trench  and  planting  the  Trees,  may,  perhaps,  a- 
mount  to  ten  Crowns.  If  the  Ground,  which  is  con¬ 
verted  into  Wood- Land,  be  farmed  at  twenty  five 
Pence  an  Acre,  the  Sum  neceflary  to  be  advanced 
for  Planting,  and  the  i.ofs  fuhained  bv  the  Difeon- 

-  _  v 

tlnuance  of  the  yearly  Income  for  ten  Years,  will 
be  repaid  with  Ufury  by  the  firft  Lopping,  and 
much  more  amply  by  all  the  others^ 

A  french  Cord  of  Wood  is  equal  to  two  Loads, 
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If,  inftead  of  a  Coppice,  you  are  defirous  of  lofty 
Trees,  a  Growth  of  ten  or  a  dozen  Years  may  be 
gained  by  planting  fine  young  Trees  fix  or  feven 
Feet  in  Height,  and  four  or  five  Inches  in  Diame¬ 
ter,  at  the  Diftance  of  a  Fathom  from  each  other,  or 
fomething  more  *,  and  it  will  be  proper  to  fecure 
them  with  Stakes,  againft  the  Violence  of  the  Winds 
and  the  Frictions  of  Beads  -,  but  the  Expence  of  a 
Trench  will  be  altogether  unnecefiary. 

Coppice-Wood  is  cut  but  once  in  nine  Years, 
but  it  you  fuffer  it  to  remain  untouched  for  twenty- 
feven  Years,  this  Wood  will  begin  to  fboot  into  a 
high  Growth,  which  will  be  fully  completed  in  the 
Space  of  fixty  Years. 

Some  Perfons  are  betrayed  into  a  great  Miftake  in 
this  Kind  of  Melioration  -,  by  defiring  to  raife  thofe 
Plants  which  they  think  it  mod  confident  with  their 
Intered  to  obtain,  indead  of  choofing  fuch  as  the 
Soil  is  mod  capable  of  producing  *,  but  this  danger¬ 
ous  Inadvertency  may  be  eafily  avoided,  becaufe  we 
may  foon  know  what  Kind  of  Wood  will  be  natu¬ 
rally  produced  by  each  Soil,  and  what  particular 
Soil  is  mod  coveted  by  each  Species  of  Wood. 

The  Oak,  which  affords  fuch  ufefui 
Materials  for  Building,  never  profpers 
in  a  fandy  Soil,  but  thrives  bed  either  in  Clay  or 
in  dony  Ground. 

The  Afh,  which  is  employed  in  the  . 

Formation  of  Ploughs  and  Axle-Trees, 

Oars  and  Poles,  Vine-Props,  and  a  Variety  of  other 
Indruments,  is  always  unfuccefsful  in  Soils  that  are 
either  hard  or  cold,  or  in  fuch  as  are  compofed  of 
Clay  or  Chalk  *,  but  it  requires  a  hidden  Growth, 
and  thrives  to  Admiration,  in  a  Plain  of  light  Earth 
of  a  moderate  Depth. 

The  Service-Tree,  which  is  univer-  The  Service- 
fally  edeemed  for  the  Solidity  of  its 
Wood,  delights  in  a  cold  Soil,  provided  it  be  fub- 
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ftantial  and  nourifhing.  Its  Leaves  refemble  thofe 
of  the  Beech  ;  but  their  lower  Surface  has  a  whiter 
Hue. 

The  Cornel-Tree,  whofe  Wood  is  al- 
Tree  Hioft  as  hard  as  that  of  the  Service- 

Tree,  rifes  in  every  Soil,  and  is  fuccefs- 
ful  even  in  fhady  Situations.  The  Fruits  of  both 
thefe  Trees  are  agreeable,  when  they  have  attained 
thdr  due  Maturity. 

The  Beech  and  the  Yoke-Elm,  which 
andVoïe-^  afTord  Rich  a  pleafing  Fewel,  and  are  fo 

Elm.  ^  ufeful  in  forming  the  Keel,  as  well  as  the 

#  interior  Parts  of  Ships,  are  as  prolperous 
as  we  can  defire,  in  hard,  as  well  as  in  mountainous 
and  chalky  Lands.  A  very  palatable  Oil  is  ex- 
tradled  from  the  Maft  of  the  Beech. 

The  Elm,  which  is  proper  for  Pipes 
and  Mills,  and  likewife  for  Pumps  and 
thofe  Farts  of  Ships,  which  are  always  immerfed  in 
Water,  and  i|  thought  preferable  to  any  other  Tree, 
for  thofe  Works  that  are  formed  by  the  Wainwright 
is  contented  with  a  moveable  Soil,  if  it  be  properly 
prepared.  Thofe  who  are  defirous  of  feeing  their 
Elms  branch  into  a  fine  Head,  plant  them  at  a  Dif- 
tance  of  twenty  Feet  from  each  other. 

The  Plane-Tree,  whofe  Wood  is  as 
^  compa6t  as  that  of  the  Beech, 

delights  in  level  Lands  and  Situations 
of  a  moderate  Humidity. 

The  Chefnut-Tree  was  formerly  very 
IheChefnut-  common  and  ufeful  in  France^  and  Per- 

fons  of  Curiofity  and  Tafte  admire  the 
Beauty  and  Elegance,  as  well  as  the  undecaying 
Solidity  of  this  Wood,  in  the  Joinery  Work  of  moft: 
cf  our  great  Churches.  This  Species,  which  is 
a! mod  exhaufted  at  prefent,  profpers  in  the  dried 
and  moft  ufelefs  Soils,  remote  from  Marfhes  and 
all  watery  Lands  ^  and  it  rifes  on  the  Northern 
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Declivity  of  Hills  and  Mountains.  It  accommo¬ 
dates  itfelf  to  all  Sorts  of  ftony  Soils,  and  pierces 
into  the  moft  impliant  MafTes  of  Earth.  The 
Goodnefs  of  its  Fruit,  the  Beauty  of  its  Leaves, 
which  are  feldom  injured  by  the  Ravages  of  In¬ 
fects  ;  the  fine  Qualities  of  its  Wood,  which  render 
it  an  excellent  Material  in  great  Buildings  ;  the 
Promptitude  of  its  Growth,  and  the  furprizing  Fa¬ 
cility  with  which  it  may  be  multiplied  in  every  Soil, 
have  already  induced  feveral  Perfons  to  raife  Plan¬ 
tations  of  this  Tree,  on  thofe  Tradts  of  their  Lands 
as  are  moft  ufelefs  and  unfertile  ^  and  we  may  now 
hope  to  fee  this  amiable  Tree  revive  in  France ^ 
from  whofe  Soil  it  has  been  extirpated,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  for  many  Years,  The  Elm,  which  is  al- 
moft  an  utter  Stranger  to  our  Forefts,  was  not  pro¬ 
pagated  till  the  Reign  of  Francis  the  firft.  Several 
Perfons  have  ventured  to  plant  it  in  various  Parcels 
of  Land,  without  any  previous  Proof  of  the  Soil’s 
Conformity  to  the  Nature  of  this  Tree  *,  and  they 
have  always  been  very  fuccefsful.  We,  therefore, 
have  much  more  Reafon  to  plant  the  Chefnut-Tree 
in  our  worft  Lands,  where  we  are  certain  they  for¬ 
merly  profpered,  and  we  may  ftill  be  more  confi¬ 
dent  of  Succefs,  if  we  only  caft  our  Eyes  on  the 
Lands  of  Limofin^  which  are  hardly  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  Buck-Wheat  and  I.entils  -,  and  yet  the  Chef¬ 
nut-Tree  thrives  there  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  conftitutes 
the  chief  Riches  of  that  Country. 

The  Walnut-Tree,  whofe  ufeful  Fruit  The  Walnut- 
and  Wood  are  univerfally  known,  de- 
lights  in  a  ftrong  Soil.  It  plunges  its  Roots  into 
the  Earth  in  a  perpendicular  Defcent,  like  thofe  of 
the  Oak,  and  it  fometimes  thrives  in  the  moft  chalky 
Lands.  It  will  be  proper  to  plant  thefe  Trees  at 
the  Diftance  of  thirty,  or  even  forty  Feet  from  each 
other,  and  remote  from  high  Roads,  to  prevent  in¬ 
jurious  Vifits  from  Pa  lien  gets. 
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The  Hazle-Tree  will  fucceed  with¬ 
out  the  lead  Difficulty,  in  a  light  and 
it  is  likewife  a  very  profitable  Tree  in 
the  Coppice,  where,  in  the  Space  of  ten  Years,  it 
will  furnifh  a  large  Quantity  of  Hoops  and  Faggots, 
and  Hop-Poles,  befide  a  Number  of  other  Conve- 
niencies. 

The  Linden  The  Lime-T ree  profpers  in  mod  Soils, 

or  Lime-  but  thrives  bed  in  fat  Lands  ;  I,  how- 
ever,  have  feen  Trees  of  this  Species  that 
have  been  perfectly  beautiful,  though  they  grew  in 
a  Mais  of  Sand  that  was  fix  Feet  in  Depth.  The 
Wood  of  this  Tree  is  not  proper  for  large  Works, 
but  the  Bark  is  very  ufeful  to  Rope-Makers. 

The  Birch-  The  Birch-T ree  will  adapt  ilfelf  to  all 
Tree.  Situations  and  Expofures. 

Marffiy  Soils,  and  even  fuch  Lands 
as  are  entirely  covered  with  Water,  and 
which  frequently  appear  to  be  the  Sears  of  Sterility, 
will  produce  thofe  particular  Trees,  which  may 
properly  be  called  amphibious,  becaufe  they  feem 
to  Ipring,  partly  from  the  Earth,  and  partly  from 
die  Water  *,  as  the  Common  and  Dwarf- Willows, 
for  Indance,  which  prove  fuch  a  ufeful  Ornament 
to  thofe  Edges  of  Land  that  are  abandoned  by  Ri¬ 
vers.  To  this  Clafs  we  may  likewife  refer  the 
The  Poplar-  white,  as  well  as  the  black  Poplar,  and 
Tree.  the  Afpen,  which  is  another  Species  of 

the  Poplar.  All  thefe  Trees  delight  in  Humidity, 
which  is  likewife  extremely  favourable  to  the  Alder. 
This  lad  Tree,  and  alfo  the  Ofier,  are  the  bed  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  marfhy  Lands.  The  Alder 
is  formed  into  Pipes  ;  and  it  likewife 
makes  excellent  Piles  for  Rivers.  Its  Wood  is  very 
durable  under  Water,  but  foon  decays  in  the  open 
Air. 

If  any  particular  Soil  fhould  happen  to  prove  un¬ 
favourable  to  thefe  ufeful  Trees,  which  is  almoft 
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impofTible  in  our  Climate  -,  it  may,  at  leait,  be  plant¬ 
ed  with  Box,  which  rears  its  Head  in  the  coldeft 
Situations.  The  Wood  of  this  Tree  is  ^ 
formed intoSpoons, Combs,  andBoxes  -,  Tree, 
and  it  likewife  furniflies  Handles  for  a  Variety  of 
Inftruments.  The  fame  Soil  will  alfo  prove  kindly 
to  feveral  rofinous  Ever- Greens  *,  as  the  The  Pine. 
Pine,  the  Cyprefs,  the  Larch-T ree  -,  Cyprefs. 
and  efpecially  the  Fir,  whofe  Woqd  is  ' 

of  infinite  Ufe  to  the  Joiner.  The  Fir. 

The  Deity  has  not  only  diverfified  the  Species  of 
Plants,  in  Proportion  to  cur  different  Neceflities, 
but  has  likewife  accommodated  thofe  Plants  with  a 
proper  Variety  of  Soils.  Man  therefore,  who  may 
eafily  be  fenfible  of  this  apparent  Ordination  and 
Conformity,  has  no  Privilege  to  complain  of  the 
Sterility  of  the  Land  he  enjoys.  If  his  Patrimony 
proves  infufficient  for  his  Support,  he  can  only  re¬ 
proach  himfelf  either  for  his  Indolence  in  its  Culti¬ 
vation,  or  his  Unreafonablenefs  in  requiring  thofe 
Produd:ions  which  are  not  adapted  to  the  Soil  he 
po fie  fies. 

Chevalier.  You  have  mentioned  feveral  Sorts  of 
Trees,  Sir,  that  always  retain  their  Verdure  ;  but 
what  particular  Advantage  may  we  derive  from  the 
Diverfity  of  the  Species  ? 

Priorr  While  the  Deity  configns  the  Generality 
of  Plants  to  a  kindly  Repofe  in  the  Winter,  in  or¬ 
der  to  recruit  the  Vigour  they  had  exhaufted  in  the 
preceding  Seafons,  he  perpetuates  the  Verdure  of 
the  Juniper,  the  Holly,  the  ever-green  Oak,  and 
a  Variety  of  other  Species.  And  though  this  Pro¬ 
ceeding  makes  it  evident,  that  his  Operations 
are  not  fubjedled  to  any  Laws  or  Neceffity  -,  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  they  are  always  adapted  to  the 
Welfare  of  Man  ;  and  that  he  never  exerts  them 
with  the  Icaft  Appearance  of  Caprice.  Were  it  not 
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for  this  unchanging  Verdure,  what  Expedients  could 
occur  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Hare,  the  Hart, 
the  Roe^Buck,  and  a  Number  of  other  Animals  that 
contribute  to  the  Nourifhment  of  Man,  without 
creating  him  any  preparatory  Cares  for  their  Sub- 
fiftence. 

This  Truth  will  be  rendered  dill  more  apparent, 
if  we  take  a  View  of  thofe  rofinous  Trees  that  fill 
the  Northern  Regions,  and  whofe  Subftance  is  im¬ 
pregnated  with  an  Oil  that  fecures  them  from  the 
Penetrations  of  Rains  and  Frofts.  The  great  Crea¬ 
tor  has  formed  thefe  immortal  Forefts,  to  cherifh  the 
Inhabitants  of  thofe  rigorous  Climes  with  a  reviving 
Warmth. 

The  fame  Almighty  Being  difplays  another  In- 
ftance  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Independency,  in  caufing 
the  Forefts  to  adminifter  Support  to  a  Multitude 
of  Animals,  who  are  not  permitted  to  claim  their 
Suftenance  from  Man.  He  has  prepared  a  fafe 
Retreat  for  thefe  Creatures  in  the  deep  Recefles  of 
Woods  ;  and  he  there  fupplies  them  with  a  Suffi¬ 
ciency  of  all  they  need.  He  alone  arrays  them  with 
their  proper  Habits  -,  his  unafiifted  Providence  nou- 
rifhes  the  Lions,  and  Tygers,  and  L.eopards;  the 
Flarts,  the  Roe-bucks,  and  Does  ;  the  wild  Boars, 
the  Wolves,  and  a  furprizing  Variety  of  Birds.  He 
lodges  them  in  fuch  Manfions  as  are  commodious, 
and  multiplies  each  Species  in  their  feveral  Proge¬ 
nies.  To  fome  he  has  imparted  Strength,  others 
he  has  endued  with  Subtlety,  he  diftinguifhes  fome 
Tribes  by  their  Agility,  and  renders  others  dreadful 
by  their  native  Rage  ;  that  Man  may  be  alarmed 
from  the  Indolence  into  which  he  would  be  lulled 
by  too  miuch  Security. 

The  Deity  caufes  all  thefe  Animals  to  exhibit  to 
Mankind  the  Appearance,  either  of  an  advantage¬ 
ous  Prey,  a  formidable  Foe,  or  fome  acquirable 
Conquett.  He  ttrengthens  him  by  the  Exercifes  of 

the 
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the  Chace,  and  qualifies  him  for  oppofing  a  more 
dangerous  Enemy,  in  any  necefl'ary  Conjundure. 
He  habituates  him,  by  an  innocent  Probatiop,  to  de¬ 
fend  himfelf  in  the  mofl:  effedual  Manner,  againfl  a 
lawlefs  Invader  of  his  Property.  All  the  Animals, 
therefore,  as  well  thofe  that  nourifh  us,  as  thofe  that 
are  injurious  to  us,  may  be  confidered  as  fo  many 
real  Prefents  from  the  Creator. 

Our  Dominion  over  thefe  Creatures  is  rendered 
moft  confpicuous  in  the  Chace.  In  vain  do  they 
fpring  aloft  in  the  Air,  or  fhroud  themfelves  in  the 
intricate  Recefles  of  their  Wildernefs.  When  they 
even  plunge  into  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  they 
arc  ftill  incapable  of  eluding  our  Purfuit.  We  can 
draw  them  from  their  Retreats,  either  by  Dexterity 
or  Force.  The  Bark  of  the  Holly,  and  the  fmall 
Berries  of  Mifietoe  that  twines  about  the  Oak, 
and  fomeaged  Apple-Trees,  furnifh  us  with  a  Glew 
that  tetters  the  Wings  of  little  Birds  *,  and  we  can 
furprize  the  largefl:  of  thefe  Animals  by  a  Variety 
of  Snares,  and  other  artful  Inventions.  We  can 
eafily  allure  to  our  Nets  Mallards  and  wild  Geefe, 
Curlews,  Teals,  and  Lapwings  -,  Plovers,  Orto¬ 
lans,  and  all  other  Birds  of  Paffage.  Wecancaufe 
a  Ferret  to  diflodge  the  Rabbit  from  her  fubterra- 
nean  Retreat  -,  and  the  Badgers  and  Foxes  have  no 
Aiylum  that  can  fecure  them  againfl:  the  Aflaults 
of  the  Terrier.  We  have  Birds  and  Dogs  of  all 
Sizes,  to  whom  we  can  communicate  our  Intentions 
in  a  Language  they  underfland  j  and  according  to 
our  Manner  of  intimating  our  Orders,  either  by  the 
Horn  or  the  Voice,  they  launch  after  their  Game, 
they  unravel  the  Track,  they  wind  about,  they  re¬ 
turn  when  we  call  them  off,  they  redlify  their  De¬ 
faults,  and  aflift  us  with  the  Keennefs  of  their  Sight, 
the  Accuracy  of  their  Scent,  and  the  Agility  of  their 
Motions,  to  diftinguifh  and  fecure  the  Game  we  are 
fo  defirous  of  obtaining. 

Inflead 
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Inftead  of  the  Bow  and  Arrow,  we  have,  at  laff,' 
furnifhed  ourfelves  with  Arms  that  are  more  expe¬ 
ditious  in  their  Execution,  and  whofe  Effeéls  are 
inevitable.  We  may  aver,  with  fome  Appearance 
of  Truth,  that  w^e  now  difcharge  a  Volley  of  Thun¬ 
der,  fince  we  launch  through  the  Air  a  flaming 
Shaft  that  transfixes  Animals  at  a  great  Diftance, 
and  frequently  lays  them  dead  at  our  Feet,  before 
they  could  once  be  alarmed  at  the  Sound,  and  the 
Flafh  which  accompanied  the  Shot. 

Chevalier.  I  judge,  by  the  Delight  I  experience 
in  Hunting,  that  thofe  who  are  debarred  from  that 
Recreation  are  treated  with  Injuftice.  For  what 
Reafon,  Sir,  are  the  Pleafures  of  the  Chace  ufually 
accorded  to  none  but  the  Nobility  ? 

Prior.  Man  is  incapable  of  living  alone  ;  and 
Society,  which  is  fo  neceflary  to  his  Welfare,  would 
be  entirely  difconcerted,  if  all  the  Individuals  who 
compofe  it  were  armed.  I  may  add  too,  that  Hunt¬ 
ing  is  an  improper  Recreation  for  the  lower  Clafs 
of  People,  becaufe  it  would  infallibly  divert  their 
Attention  from  Trade,  and  the  Cultivation  of  the 
Earth.  It  likewile  comports  as  little  with  the  Con¬ 
dition  of  Ecclefiaftics  :  Their  Time  ousht  to  be 
devoted  to  the  People,  who  have  exempted  them 
from  the  painful  Solicitudes  of  Life  by  the  Li¬ 
berality  of  their  Aims  -,  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
Exercife  of  Prayer,  their  Application  to  Study, 
and  their  Performance  of  the  minifterial  Fundlions 
with  which  they  are  charged.  The  Chace  has,  there¬ 
fore,  been  wifely  referved  for  thofe  who  are  to  go¬ 
vern  and  defend  the  Community.  Perfons  of  this 
Rank  may  acquire,  even  in  tlieir  Hours  of  Leifure, 
and  amidfl;  the  noble  Pleafures  they  are  privi¬ 
leged  to  enjoy,  the  amiable  Qualities  of  Forti¬ 
tude  and  Patience,  by  which  dit  v  ought  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  Mankind.  The  Chafe 

habi- 
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habituates  them  to  A6livity  and  Attention  ;  it  in- 
fpires  them  with  Prudence,  and  a  formidable  Intre¬ 
pidity  of  Mind,  which  renders  them  incapable  of 
fhrinking  from  any  Danger  or  Fatigue. 


The  END  of  the  S ECO  IS! B  VOLUME. 
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BlaSîatlon^  vide  Grafting  by  Approach, 

Acorns^  Direâions  for  planting  them,  p.  357, 
What  Quantity  of  them  will  be  fufficient  for 
planting  an  Acre  of  Land,  ibid. 

Agriculture^  one  of  the  Mafter-Springs  that  impart  Mo¬ 
tion  to  Society,  />.  220. 

Alder-ddree^  delights  in  humid  Soils,  />.  3(^2.  The  Ufe- 
fulnefs  of  its  Wood,  ibid, 

Alelujuy  a  Species  of  Trufles,  p,  206. 

Alleys^  their  Difpoiition  in  Gardens,  p.  76.  How  thofe 
that  are  leaf!:  neceflary  may  be  ornamented,  p.  no. 

Anemone,,  the  Defcription  of  it,  p.  22.  Its  proper  Soil,  p, 
50.  The  Qualities  of  a  line  Anemone,  ibid.  The  Manner 
of  forming  the  beautiful  Bed  of  thefe  Flowers,  p,^i.  The 
Method  by  which  a  Succeffion  of  them  may  be  fecured, 
p.  52.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Anemone,  ibid. 

Animals^  in  what  Manner  noxious  ones  may  be  chafed 
from  a  Kitchen-Garden,  p.  106.  An  agreeable  Defcrip¬ 
tion  of  the  minute  Animals  that  infell:  Orange-T rees,  p, 
168. — The  Advantages  Man  deri.es  from  favage  Ani¬ 
mals,  p,  3(^4.,  3(35. 

Appendages  to  a  Parterre,  vi%.  Flowering  Shrubs  and  an¬ 
nual  Plants,  p.  72.  Alleys,  p,  yd.  Bc>vvers  and  verdant 
Halls,  p,  75>.  Pallifades,  p.  80.  Ever-Greens,  p.  81. 
Appendages  to  an  Olitory  or  Kitchen-Garden,  viz,  a 
Fruit-Garden,  p,  123.  An  Orchard,  p,  124.  A  Nur- 
fery.  p,  123. 

Apples^  what  Species  of  them  make  the  beft  Cyder,  p. 


H5.  316. 

the  Manner  of  grafting  them, />.  146.  In  what 
Soils  they  fucceed,  ibid. 

Approach^  Grafting  by,  how  performed,  p.  143. 

ApricQcks,^  how  grafted,  14.6, 

Arable-Landsy  coft  more  Labour  than  the  linefl:  Parterre, 
222.  Are  ranged  into  three  Divifions,  p,  229, 

Voi.  II.  B  b  Jrty 


370  I  N  D  E  X. 

Art^  its  meritorious  Effe(£ls  in  a. Garden,  p.  83 j  dffr. 
Wherein  the  great  Secret  of  it  confifts,  p.  85.  Arts, 
their  Origin,  p.  34.8. 

Artichokes^  the  proper  Manner  of  cultivating  them,  p.  214, 
In  what  Manner  they  may  be  prefer ved  during  the  Win¬ 
ter,  p.  215. 

AJh^  the  Ufeful  Qualities  of  its  Wood,  p.  339,  359.  Its 
proper  Soil,  p.  359. 

AJparagus^  Dircdf ions  for  its  Cultivation,  p.  212. 
Auricula^  the  Defcription  of  it,  p.  47,  O’r.  Its  proper 
Soil,  p.  50.  The  Manner  of  raifing  it,  ibid. 

B. 

BAcchanalian^  Feafts,  their  Antiquity,  and  the  Motives 
to  their  Inftitution,  />,  273,  OV. 

Bahn.,  its  ufeful  Qualities, /).  3  37 .  Balm-Trees  transferred 
from  'Jiida  to  Cairo.,  ibid.  Suppofed  to  be  found  in  the 
MiJJilBppi  Plantations,  ibid. 

(of  Trees)  its  great  Ufefulnefs,  333,  O’r.  Peruvian 
Bark,  a  falutary  Remedy  in  Fevers,  p.  334.  Cloth, 
Lace  and  Linen,  made  cut  of  the  Baric  of  a  Tree  in 
"Jamaica j  p.  335. 

Barley.,  its  Ufefuinefs,  p.  245,  246. 

Beech-Brce.,  the  Ufefuinefs  of  its  Wood, 340,  360. — Di- 
redtions  for  planting  the  Mall,  357.  The  Soils  in  which 
it  profpers,  7?.  3^0.  Affords  a  palatable  Oil,  ibid. 

Beer.,  the  Manner  of  brewing  it  in  France,  312. 
Beet-Radifoes,  the  Method  of  multiplying  and  preferving 
them,  p.  204. 

JFhite-Beet,  the  Seafon  for  fowing,  and  the  Method  of 
preferving  it,  205.  Why  intermixed  with  a  Growth  of 
Artichokes,  p.  206. 

Birch-Free,  the  ufeful  Qualities  of  its  Wood,  7?.  339.  Ad¬ 
apted  to  all  Situations,  A.  3^2. 

Blanquette,  a  fine  Pear,  p.  186. 

Bon-Chretien,  (Bummer)  a  perfumed  Pear,  A*  186^.  —  The 
Winter  Bon-Chrétien,  A*  195. 

Borders,  their  Difpofition  in  a  Kitchen- Garden,  p.  109. 
Bowers,  capable  of  various  Embellifhments,  p.  79. 
Box-Free,  the  Beauty  of  its  Wood,  p.  343.  Thrives  in  the 
coldefl  Situations,  A.  363.  TheUfefulnefsof  its  Wood, /L 
Branches,  of  falfe  Wood,  deferibed,  p.  153,  154?  155?  15^» 
Branches,  the  Effedls  produced  on  them  by  pruning.  A*  if  3  •  ’ 
Wood-Br anches^  deferibed,  p,  154.  In  what  Manner  the 

Branches 
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Branches  of  different  Natures  are  to  be  diflinguifhed, 
p.  156,  15:7. 

Brofil^  the  Beauty  of  its  Wood, />.  34.3. 

Broccoli^  its  Propagation  and  Ufe,  207. 

Burgundy^  an  hilforical  Account  oi- Burgundy^  and  other 
Winesj  308, 

• — A  Comparifon  between  Burgundy  and  Champaign  Wines, 
p,  309. 

—-The  deep  Colour  of  Burgundy^  no  Indication  of  its 
Wholefomnefs,  p,  310. 

Brugnon^  the  Difference  between  a  Brugnon,  a  Peach  and 
a  Pavy,  p.  188. 

Bud^  the  Difference  between  this  and  an  Eye,/».  154., 

C. 

rJbbageSj  the  Seafon  for  lowing,  and  the  Methods  of 
tranfplanting  and  p refer ving  them,  7!).  206,  207. 

!  Cacao,  an  Account  of  its  Growth,  331.  A  different  Nut 
!  from  the  Cocoa,  p.  332. 

(  Carnations,  the  Qualities  of  thofe  that  are  fine,  6^4.  The 
Methods  of  raifmg  and  multiplying  them,  p.  6y,  65,  66. 
The  fureft  Adethod  of  fecurins;  a  Bloom  of  Carnations 
for  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Year,  p.  66.  Their  proper 
Soil,  and  theMannerof  improving  their  Growth, 7).  67. 

!  Carrots,  the  Method  of  fowing  and  cultivating  them,/).  203 . 
Cajhoo,  a  particular  A^cccunt  of  it,  p.  333. 

Casks,  the  Method  of  making  them,  p.  340. 

:  Caffolette,  a  rich  Pear,  p.  186. 

Cauliflozvers,  the  Manner  of  fowing  and  preferving  them, 
p.  207. 

’  Celery,  the  Adethod  of  acquiring  it  in  all  Seafons,  p.  207. 
Champaign  Wine,  recommended  for  its  good  Qualities, 
p.  284.  The  Inhabitants  of  Champaign,  commended  for 
their  induffrious  Improvement  of  their  Wines,  p.  307, 
Hiftorical  Accounts  of  Champaign,  and  other  Wines, 
p.  308,  ^c.  A  Comparifon  between  Champaign  and 
Burgundy  Wines,  p.  309. 

Chances,  a  Species  of  T ulips,  and  the  Reafon  for  that  Ap¬ 
pellation,  /).  54. 

.Cherries,  how  grafted, />.  146.  In  what  Manner  an  early 
Growth  of  Cherries  may  be  accomplifhed,  p.  1 84. 

'  Cherry-Trees  Ponius  to  Rome  by  Lucullus,p.2oo, 

iChefnut-Tree,  the  ufeful  Qualities  of  its  W  ood, />.  359,360, 
361. — formerly  very  common  \n  France,  p,  360.  An 
Açççufttçf  thç  Ms  in  which  it  profpers, />.  360,  361. 

Bh  2,  The 
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,  The  Plantation  of  Chefnut-Trees  recommended, />.  362. 

Chlmnies^  very  detrimental  in  a  Green-houfe,  p,  130. 

Chocolate^  the  Method  of  making  it,  p.  331. 

CiJfernSj  the  Ufefulnefs  of  large  ones  in  Gardens,^,  122. 

Claudia^  (Queen)  an  excellent  Plumb,  187. 

Clay^  (white)  an  Englijh  Manure,  of  great  Ufe,  p,  237. 

Cleft- Graftings  in  what  Manner  performed, />,  137. 

Cocoa-’Trees^  their  exceeding  Ufefulnefs,  332. 

CoeUin-Trees^  how  employed,  p.  146. 

Cojfee^  an  Account  of  its  Growth  and  Qualities,^.  328. 

In  what  Manner  the  Plant  is  cultivated,/),  329. 

Colours^  what  particular  T ulips  have  that  Denomination, 
A*  5  4  •  ^ 

Cornpof  in  what  Manner  improper  for  T rees,  when  they 
are  tranfplanted,  p.  i  20.  Rendered  one  of  the  Materials  of 
ourFood,  inConfequenceof  the  divine  Wifdom,  A*  345* 

Conquefs^  a  Species  of  Tulips,  p.  54. 

Confervaior  of  the  Forefis,  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  his 
Authority  in  France^  p.  352,  Gfc. 

Corkj  its  Ufefulnefs,  and  the  Manner  of  preparing  it,  p, 
336. 

Corn^  not  deftitute  of  Variety,  but  multiplied  into  feveral 
Species,  p.  226.  A  particular  Account  of  the  orderly 
Culture  and  Progrefs  of  Corn,  p.  230,  Gjc.  Diredlions 
for  choofing  fuch  as  is  propereft  for  lowing,  p»  24.1.  Apt 
to  degenerate,  by  being  always  planted  in  the  fame  Earth 
f.  242.  Direélions  for  fteeping  it  in  a  proper  Lixivium 
before  it  be  fown,  ibieJ.  The  wonderful  Prolific  nefs  of 
Corn,  p.  243.  TheSeafons  for  fowing  the  feveral  Spe¬ 
cies  of  it,  244.  Its  fpeedy  Vegetation,  p.  253.  An 
artificial  Method  of  caufing  it  to  fhoot,  ibid.  A  curious 
Account  of  its  Growth,  p.  254,  Gbc.  ITe  Strudlure  of 
the  Stems  of  Corn,  confidered  and  accounted  for.  A*  258. 
The  Strudiure  of  the  Spike,  deferibed,  p.  259.  Corn 
capable  of  being  preferved  for  feveral  Centuries,  p.  261. 
An  Account  of  the  proper  Methods  for  its  Prefer vation, 
p.  261, 

Cornel-Tree.,  its  proper  Soil,  p.  360. 

Crab-Trees.,  employed  in  the  Produdlion  of  Pear-Trees, 

A. 

Crane’s  Bill,  when  moft  fragrant,  p.  27. 

Crefnus  [Furius)  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  his  Induftryin 
the  Culture  of  his  Land,  p,  239. 

Crofs-Grafting,  how  performed,  p.  139, 

Cuffe  Madam,  a  fine  Pear,  A* 

Culture^ 
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Culture^  its  Efficacy  on  Soils,  p.  228. 

Cyder ^  thought  to  be  a  modern  Liquor,  p,  315.  TheMe- 
thod  of  making  it  in  France^  p.  313,  Ùc, 

Cyprefs-Tree^  thrives  in  the  coldeft  Situations,  p,  3  (>3. 

D. 

Dlfpofttion  of  Alleys  in  Gardens,  p.  7^. 

The  Diftribution  of  the  Ground-Plot  of  a  Kitchen- 
Garden,  p.  108. 

Dogs^  their  Docility  in  the  Chace,  p.  365. 
Dormant-Graftings  how  performed,  p.  143. 
Dwarf-FreeSs  the  Manner  of  planting  them, />.  ii<).  The 
Advantages  which  attend  them,  p.  1 5  i .  The  Manner  of 
forming  a  Dwarf-Tree,  p.  152. 

E. 


E 


Arths  the  Manner  of  preparing  it  for  a  Growth  of 
Flowers,  p,  40,  ü’c.  Its  feveral  Temperaments,  p.  100. 
The  proper  Manner  of  difpofing  it  about  fuch  Trees  as 
are  tranfplanted,  121.  Daily  diverfifies  its  Liberalities 
in  the  Summer  Seafon,  />.  2 1 8 .  Its  furprizing  F ecundity, 
p.  225.  Every  Temperament  of  it  may  be  rendered  fa- 
tisfadlory  to  the  refpeélive  Inhabitants,  p.  227.  The 
Idea  ufually  formed  of  its  Fecundity  very  confufed,/).  323. 
The  Earth  incapable  of  forming  and  nourilliing  Plants, 
p.  323.  The  proper  Functions  of  the  Earth,  ibid.  The 
Earth  fuftains  no  Diffipation  of  its  Subftance,/).  324. 

Ebonys  the  Beauty  of  its  Wood,  p.  343. 

ElmSs  their  Qualities,  p.  77,  78.  Directions  for  planting 
their  Seeds,  357.  Their  Ufefulnefs  and  proper  Soil, 
360.  When  firft  propagated  in  France^  p.  362. 

Endive^  the  Method  of  acquiring  it  in  all  Seafons,  p.  207. 

Efcutcheon  Grafting,  how  performed,^.  140.  The  Reafon 
of  that  Appellation,  p.  141. 

EfpalierSs  their  beft  Situation,  p.  105.  The  Materials  of 
which  they  are  formed,  p.  loy.  To  what  particular 
Fruits  they  are  appropriated,  p.  123.  Counter-Efpaliers 
difcontinued,  and  for  what  Reafons,  p.  \‘)i.  T  he  Ad¬ 
vantages  which  attend  the  raifing  of  Fruits  on  Efpaliers, 
ibid.  The  Manner  of  forming  an  Efpalier,  p.  152. 

Ever -Greens  s  in  what  Manner  they  may  be  employed  in 
Gardens,  />.  81.  Am  Account  of  their  Ufefulaefs  in  cold 

Regions, 364. 
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Eyes  (In  Fruît- Trees)  the  Difference  between  tl^efe  and 
Buds,  p.  154* 


F. 

EJilvah  of  Wine,  in  what  Manner  celebrated  in  an¬ 
cient  Times,  p.  273. 

Figs^  grow  upon  the  flrongeft  Branches,  and  without  being 
preceded  by  any  Flowers,  p.  Capable  of  being 

raifed  to  Maturity  In  the  Month  of  May^  p.  182. 

Eig^Trees^  their  peculiar  Merit,  p,  170.  A  Plantation  of 
them  eafy  to  be  acquired,  p,  lyi.  The  Manner  of  pro¬ 
pagating  them  from  Slips  and  Layers,  p,  171.  The 
Manner  of  removing  them  into  Boxes,  />,.  ^72.  The 
Head  of  a  Fig-T'ree,  incapable  of  being  formed  into  a 
regular  Shape,  173.  TheSingularity  of  the  Fig-Tree, 
p.  174.  T  he  proper  Manner  of  pruning  it,  p,  1 74.  The 
Care  required  in  watering  it,  p.  175. 

FuyEree^  thrives  in  the  coldell  Situations,  p.  363. 

Flczuers^  with  what  Intention  formed,  ^.15.  Their  Qua¬ 
lities,  ibid.  The  Relation  between  Flowers  and  their 
Seeds,  p.  15,  id.  TTe  original  Defign  of  Flowers,  p, 
ï6.  'The  Pleafures  they  are  commiffioned  to  afford 
Mankind,  p.  17,  ijc.  The  Succeffion  of  Flowers,  p. 

4  heir  Variety  and  Colours,  p.  22.  Their  beau¬ 
tiful  Forms,  p.  23.  The  Uniformity  of  their  Parts,  p. 
24.  Their  Fragrancy,  p.  26.  Their  Ufefulnefs.  p.  27» 
TlTe  Inftrudfion  they  impart,  p.  28.  The  Advantages 
arifing  from  their  Culture,  p.  31.  How  their  Agree- 
ablenefs  may  be  improved,  ibid.  Why  their  Beds  are 
ranged  higlier  than  the  W’alks,  p.  36,  A  Theatre  of 
Flowers  described,  p.  36,  371  A  Pyramid  of  Flowers 
deferibed,  p.  37.  Vafes  of  Flowers,  p.  38.  The  Man¬ 
ner  in  Vv'hich  Flowers  impart  their  Qualities  to  each 
other,  p.  38,  idc.  The  proper  Management  of  their 
Seeds,  and  the  Seafons  for  fowing  them,  p.  43.  The 
Soil  they  require,  ibid.  The  Manner  in  which  Flowers 
ought  to  be  tended,  p.  44.  Their  agreeable  Effects  on 
the  Mind,  p.  47.  Double  Flowers  unproductive  of 
Seeds,  and  for  what  Reafon,  p.  62. 

Flower  de  Lxees^  an  hiuorical  ConjeCfure  concerning  them, 

p.  70. 

Flcivering  Shxubs,  their  Beauty,  with  an  Account  of  thofe 
Species  of  them  that  are  proper  for  the  Decoration  of 
Gardens, />.  73, 


Flower-^ 
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Flower-Garden^  The  Reafon  why  the  flrfl  Appearaiice  of 
it  ftrikes  the  Beholder  with  a  fudden  Pleafure,  p,  14. 

Flue^  its  Urefulnefs  in  a  Green-houfe,  p.  1 3 1 ,  intheNote. 

Flute-Graftings  how  performed, 139. 

Forejiss  an  hiftorical  Account  of  the  Forefts  of  France^  p. 
350,  &c. 

Frult-TreeSs  the  proper  Seafons  for  planting  them,^.  120. 
The  Species  moft  proper  for  an  Orchard,  p.  124. — 
Three  Claffes  of  Fruit-Trees,  viz.  Standards,  Dwarfs, 
and  Efpaliers,  p.  1 5 1.  The  Manner  of  training  F ruit- 
trees  to  an  Efpalier,  p.  152.  What  Trees  impart  the 
fineft  Flavours  to  Fruits,  154.  The  heft  Expedient  for 
producing  Fruit  on  a  Tree  that  was  unfertile  before,  p. 
158, 159. 

Fruit-Gardens  y  one  of  the  Appendages  to  a  Kitchen-Gar¬ 
den,  p,  123.  Its  Difpofition,  ibid. 

FruitSy  on  what  Branches  they  are  generally  produced,  p. 
1 15.  What  particular  Species  of  them  require  the  Efpa¬ 
lier,  p,  123.  The  Manner  of  fecuring  Fruits  in  proper 
Quantities  and  Succeffions,  p.  123.  The  Manner  of  their 
Maturation  in  the  Store-Room,  p.  127.  The  Advan¬ 
tages  which  attend  the  railing  them:  on  Efpaliers  and 
Dwarfs,  p.  15 1.  Fruits  are  not  lo  peculiarly  adapted 
to  certain  Climates  as  to  be  incapable  of  fucceeding  in 
any  other  Regions,  p.  179.  The  proper  Methods  for 
fecuring  Supplies  of  Fruit  thro’  the  whole  Year,  p.  183. 
A  particular  Account  of  the  feveral  Seafons  of  Fruits, 
p.  185,  The  Manner  of  preferving,  candying  and 
drying  Fruits,  p.  195,  196.  Fruits,  as  much  adapted  to 
the  Climates  as  they  are  to  the  Seafons,  p.  219. 

Fruiterys  its  proper  Difpofition,  p.  127,  128. 

Fuller\  Thiftle,  the  Ufefulnefs  of  its  (baggy  Heads,  p.  250. 

G. 

GArdenerSy  an  agreeable  Idea  of  their  Employments, 
p.  148. 

Gardensy  how  difpofed  to  molt  Advantage,  p.  36.  Falfe 
Ornaments  cenfured,  p.  81,  82.  Rules  for  forming 
them  in  a  delightful  Manner,  p.  82,  &c. 

Garden-Walls  y  the  Manner  of  concealing  them,  />.  8i, 
vide  Walls. 

Garden-FreeSy  their  Ufe,  p. 

Geneva^  Direélions  for  making  it  in  a  proper  Manner, 
p.  317.  By  whom  invented,  ibid. 

Grafting,  recommended  for  its  Ufefulnefs,  p*  in • 
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— Cleft-Grafting,  in  what  Manner  performed,  p.  137, 

- — Crofs- Grafting,  p,  138. 

— Crown-Grafting,  p.  139, 

— Whip- G  rafting,  ibid. 

— Flute-Grafting,  ibid. 

' — Efcutcheon- Grafting,  or  Inoculation,  p.  140. 

— Shoot-Grafting,  p.  142. 

— 7' he  Dormant  Graft,  p.  143. 

- — Grafting,  by  Approach,/».  143.  Seems  to  demonflrate 
that  there  are  not  any  Valves  in  the  Sap-VelTels,  p. 
144.  The  Advantage  arifing  from  it,  ibid. 

‘ — Root- G  rafting,  p.  144. 

■ — The  Manner  of  grafting  a  Tree  on  its  own  Stock, 

ibid. 

— The  Manner  of  grafting  Pears,  ibid. 

— The  Manner  of  grafting  Apples,  Cherries,  Apricocks, 

and  Peaches,  p.  14(5. 

— The  furprizing  EfFedls  of  Grafting,  p.  147, 

Grapes.,  the  Manner  of  procuring  an  early  Growth  of  them 
in  a  Green-houfe,  p.  i  34.  An  Account  of  feveral  hpe 
Species,/).  192.  Proper  Methods  for  preferving  Grapes 
uninjured  for  a  long  Time,  p.  192,  193.  The  Mannet 
of  preparing  them  for  the  Vintage,  p.  294,  White 
Grapes  difufed  in  the  Wines  of  Champaign.^  p.  298. — - 
'Idle  Method  of  making  the  black  Grapes,  which  alFord 
a  red  Wine  in  Burgundy.^  produces  a  Wine  as  white  as 
Water  in  Champaign.^  p.  298. 

- — The  Manner  of  preiling  Grapes,  p.  299. 

Gravely  a  good  Manure  for  fome  Soils,  p.  23 y. 
Green-houje.^  its  Ufefulnefs  and  Strudfure,  p.  130,  àfc.  A 
Green-houfe  in  Miniature,  p.  133. 

Ground.,  of  Flowers,  deferibed,  p»  S9^ 

Gwn.,  flows  from  the  Bark  of  moft  Trees,/».  337.  An  Ac¬ 
count  of  feverai  Species  of  ufeful  Gums,  ibid^ 

H. 


T  T  jd/e/-  ’Tree.,  the  ufeful  Qiialities  of  its  Wood,  339, 
ri.  3  62..  Succeeds  in  a  light  and  fandy  Soil,  ibid. 
Mepaticas^  what  Embellifhrnents  they  are  capable  of  afFord- 
ing,  p.  68. 

JHerhs^  the  Manner  of  preferving  them  in  the  Winter- 
Seafon,  p.  i  29.  Great  Improvements  in  their  Cultiva¬ 
tion, />.  200.  Culinary  Herbs,  feveral  Species  of  them, 
p.  205.  ' 
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Her^h  why  every  Thing  is  more  profperous  under  their 
Hands,  />.  92. 

Hilh-,  afford  favourable  Situations  for  Vines,  p,  266  —  O- 
ther  Inftances  of  their  Ufefulnefs,  ibid. 

Hops^  the  Manner  of  their  Propagation  and  Growth,  p.i^^. 
Huntings  the  Pleafures  of  it  reïerved  to  Perfons  of  Rank, 
for  good  Reafons,  p,  ^^66.  An  improper  Amufementfor 
Ecclefiafticks,  ibid.  The  Advantages  refulting  from  it, 
p,  366,  367. 

Husbandmen,,  their  Labours  very  fatiguing,  />.  223 ,  but  am¬ 
ply  repaid  by  the  Fecundity  of  the  Earth,  p,  225. 
Husbandry^  a  Subjedf  unattempted  by  the  French  Poets,  p, 
90.  The  Toil  of  it  a  wife  Appointment,/).  223,224,. 
Inftances  of  good  Œconomy  in  Husbandry,  p.  237. 
T wo  remarkable  Inftances  of  good  Husbandry,  />.  23  8« 

1. 

JET-d^  Eau’s^  their  Ufefulnefs  in  a  Garden,  p.  175^ 
Imparking^  the  Method  of  imparking  Sheep,  and  its 
beneficial  Effeefts,  p,  232. 

Inarching^  Wif  Grafting  by  Approach, /).  143. 

Indigo^  the  Juice  or  Sediment  of  a  Plant,/).  250. 
Inoculation  oi  T how  performed,  p,  140. 

Ipecacuanha,  a  falutary  Root  in  Dyfenteries,  p.  338. 
‘Julians,  their  Merit,  and  the  Manner  of  multiplying  them, 
p.  68. 

K. 

Kitchen-Garden,  a  real  Republick,  p,  92.  Compared 
with  a  Parterre,  p.  93.  Its  Beauties  and  Ufefulnefs, 
p.  94.  Compared  with  Vineyards  and  arable  Lands,  p. 
95.  The  proper  Idea  of  a  Kitchen-Garden,  p.  97.  The 
Manner  of  preparing  its  Soil,  p.  loz.  The  beft  Situation 
for  a  Kitchen- Garden,  p,  104,  10^.  In  what  Manner 
it  may  be  defended  from  the  Infults  of  Winds,  />.  105. 
By  what  Means  every  W all  in  a  Kitchen-Garden  may  be 
rendered  acceffible  to  the  Sun,  /).  106.  The  Diftribution 
of  the  Garden-Plot,  /).  108.  The  proper  Diftance  be¬ 
tween  the  Walls  and  the  Alleys,  and  its  Ufe,  p.  109.  The 
proper  Garniture  for  the  Borders, /).  no.  TheDifpofi- 
tion  of  the  Beds,  ibid.  The  Appendages  to  a  Kitchen- 
Garden, />.  122,  i3c.  The  proper  Management  of  a 
Kitchen-Garden,/).  202.  The  Claffes  to  which  Kitchen- 
Garden  Plants  may  be  reduced,  ibid. 
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IAgetto^  a  T ree  in  yamaica^  from  whofe  Bark,  Clothj» 
Lace,  and  Linen  are  made, 535. 

Lapwings  y  ufeful  in  Gardens,  p,  13^. 

Larch-Tree^  thrives  in  the  coldeft  Situations,  p.  363. 
Leaves^  their  ufefuî  Functions,  p.  117,  155.  The  Prefer- 
vation  of  them  necelFary  to  the  Perfection  of  Fruits, 
p.  187.  Other  Inftances  of  their  Ufefulnefs,  p,  325. 
32^. 

Lees,  very  injurious  to  Wines,  p.  302,  303. 

Legumes,  the  Plants  comprehended  by  that  Term,  />.  .202. 
Lentils,  in  great  Efteem  at  Paris,  p,  246. 

Lett  ice,  the  Method  of  acquiring  it  in  all  Seafons,  p.  207. 

The  feveral  Species  of  it,  p,  207,  208. 

Lewis  XIV.  devoted  his  vacant  Hours  to  Gardens,  91. 
A  great  Benefactor  to  Men  of  T afte  in  Gardening, 
199,  200. 

Libations,  ofWineonthe  Tombs  of  the  Dead,  prohibited 
by  Numa,  and  for  what  Reafon,  p,  2,']6, 

Lilacs,  how  intermixed  in  Gardens,  73. 

Lilies,  their  Beauty,  p.  6^9.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Refem- 
blance  between  them  and  Flower  de  Luces,  p,  70. 
Lime-Kiln,  its  Ufefulnefs  near  Farms,  p,  237. 

Lime,  or  Linden-Tree,  its  Ufefulnefs  in  Gardens,  p,  78, 
79,  The  Soils  in  which  they  profper,  p,  362.  The  Ufe¬ 
fulnefs  of  their  Bark,  ibid, 

Lime-Trees  {Indian)  their  Qualities,  p>  JJ* 

Li>iivium,  Directions  for  making  a  proper  Lixivium  to 
fteep  Corn  in  before  it  be  fown,  p,  242. 

Lyftppus,  An  Account  of  a  fine  Statue,  formed  by  him,  and 
injured  by  Nero,  p.  34.0. 

I  M. 

/T  Adder,  cultivated  in  light  Soils,  and  ufeful  to  Dyers, 

iV.i  _/>.'25o. 

Man,  the  Object  to  which  all  Nature  has  an  ultimate  Re¬ 
lation,  p,  14.  The  Difference  between  his  Works  and 
thofe  of  the  Deity,  p,  24,  25.  Naturally  inclined  to 
Gardening  and  Husbandry,  p.  90.  Has  no  Privilege  to 
complain  of  the  Sterility  of  the  Land  he  pofleffes,  p.  363, 
His  Dominion  over  the  Creatures  moA  confpicuous  in 
the  Chace,  3^5. 

Manures^ 
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^anures^  an  Account  of  the  different  Kinds  of  them,  p, 
lor,  1 13,  231,  232,  Manure  altogether  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  Tillage,  231,  Of  what  Subftance  compofed, 
%hid.  232.  An  Account  of  thofe  Manures,  which,  in 
fome  Meafure,  change  the  Nature  of  the  Soil,  or  ren¬ 
der  it  prolifick  for  twenty  Years  at  leaft,  p.  236'. 

Maple^  its  Qualities, 80.  The  Beauty  of  its  Wood, />.  343. 

Marcy  of  Grapes,  its  Ufefulnefs,  />.  300. 

Marly  an  excellent  Manure,  p.  216.  Known  to  the  Greeks  y 
Romans  and  Gaulsy  ibid. 

MayZy  or  "Turkey  Corn,  originally  the  Food  of  the  Ameri- 
cansy  p.  327.  Now  cultivated  in  feyeral  Parts  of  Afta 
and  France  y  ibid.  A  Defcription  of  its  different  Species 
and  Ufefulnefs,  p,  247.  Its  prodigious  Fecundity, 

MelonSy  one  of  the  moft  perfect  Produdions  of  a  Kitchen- 
Garden,  P»  216.  The  Manner  of  raifing  them,  ibid. 
Directions  for  tranfplanting  them,  p.  217.  An  injudi¬ 
cious  Practice  of  fome  Gardeners  cenfured,  ibid.  In 
what  Manner  they  ought  to  be  watered,  p,  218. 

Mildewsy  their  Origin  and  pernicious  Effets,  with  a  Me¬ 
thod  for  their  Prevention,  p.  259,  260. 

Mirabelle  y  (a  fine  Plumb) />.  186". 

MohammedanSy  their  Manner  of  reprefen  ting  the  Flight  of 
Hagary  in  their  Pilgrimage  to  Meccay  p.  274. 

M-ountainSy  afford  favourable  Situations  for  Vines,  p,  266^ 
Other  Inftances  of  their  Ufefulnefs,  ibid. 

Musk-Peary  fucceeds  belt  on  an  old  Tree,  p,  185. 

Musk-Robiuy  an  excellent  Pear.  p.  i8d. 


N. 


Aturcy  never  errs  in  her  Procefs,  p.  217.  Needs  no 

XN  Reformation  of  her  Works  from  Man,  ibid.  The 
great  Author  of  Nature  always  liberal  to  his  Creatures, 
po  2 Ip.  His  Œconomy  the  Source  of  innumerable  Ad¬ 
vantages, /T'/V.  He  awakens  Man  to  Induftry,  p.  221. 
Never  intended  to  indulge  him  in  Eafe,  p.  223. 

Necejjityy  the  propereft  Motive  to  excite  Mankind  to  In¬ 
duftry,  p.  223. 

NerOy  imprudently  injures  a  fine  Statue,  formed  by  Lyfip- 
pus  y  p.  344. 

Nicotianuy  a  Name  given  to  Tobacco,  and  for  what  Rea- 
fon,  p.  251. 

Nimrod  y  his  beneficial  Exploits,  p,  27<r.  Solemn  Feftivals 
celebrated  at  his  Tomb,  ibid.  The  Ceremonies,  by 

3  which 
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which  the  Remembrance  of  his  Services  Were  perpe¬ 
tuated,  p.  275,  276. 

Noah^  an  Apology  for  his  Intoxication,  />.  272. 

Numa^  prohibits  the  Libations  of  Wine  on  the  Tombs  of 
the  Dead,  and  for  what  Reafon,/».  276. 

Nurferiès^  for  Gardens,  their  Fundfions,  p.  125.  Their 
proper  Soil,  ibid. 

Nutmeg.,  a  particular  Account  of  its  Growth,  p.  327,  iSc. 

O 

OAk-Tree.,  the  Ufefulnefs  of  its  Wood,  p.  340.  Its 
proper  Soil,  p.  359. 

Oats.,  unimportant  Article  in  Commerce,  p.  245. 

Olitory^  {vide  Kitchen-Garden.) 

Olives.,  the  Manner  of  extradling  their  Oil,  and  corrcdfing 
their  bitter  Flavour,  p.  177.  Their  Ufefulnefs,  ibid. 
Olive-Trees,  in  what  Countries  moft  fuccefsful,  p.  176'. 
Eafily  cultivated,  p.  177.  More  fuccefsful  in  France  than 
in  Italy,  p.  178.  The  Beauty  ©f  the  Wood, /).  343^ 
Opium,  how  acquired,  p.  248. 

Orach,  a  tranfient  Plant,  p.  205.  Its  Ufe,  ibid. 
Orange-Trees,  their  Duration,  p.  i6'3.  A  magnificent  O- 
range-T  ree  at  V erfailles,  />.  i  (5  3 .  The  Merit  of  an  Orange- 
Tree, 1^3,  164.  A  Growth  of  them  eafily  attainable, 
p.  164.  The  proper  Soil  for  Orange-Trees,  ibid.  The 
Proportion  and  Strudfure  of  the  Boxes  in  which  they 
are  planted,  p.  165.  The  proper  Manner  of  placing  them 
in  Boxes,  p.  166.  The  Form  of  an  Orange-Tree,  and 
the  peculiar  Manner  of  pruning  it,  p.  16  j.  The  Injuries 
to  which  it  is  obnoxious,  with  the  befi:  Methods  for 
preventing  them,  p,  idS,  &c. 

Orchard,  one  of  the  Appendages  to  a  Kitchen  Garden,  p. 
124.  Its  Ufefulnefs,  ibid. 

Ornaments,  in  Gardens,  falfe ones  cenfured,7».  81,  iAc. 
Ofier,  the  Ufeful  Qiialities  of  its  Wood,  p.  339. 

P. 

J'y  AlUfades,  their  Materials  and  Difpofition,  80,  81» 
The  Effcdl,  created  by  a  Pallifade  of  Pomegranate- 
Trees,  81. 

Panfy,  the  Defeription  of  it,  p.  23. 

Paradife  Stocks,  hov/ employed,  p.  146’. 

Par  cira  Brava,  a  falutary  Root  in  Fits  of  the  Stone,  p.  338, 

Parjley, 
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ParJIey^  its  Species  and  Cultivation,  p.  2.06. 

ParfnipSj  the  Methods  of  cultivating  them,  p,  203. 

Parterres^  their  different  Difpofitions, /».  32,  33,  iff c.  Eng- 
lifh  Parterres,  preferable  to  all  others,  33.  Mixt  Par-  . 
terres,  p,  35.  Parterres  in  Cut-Work,  ibid.  The  Ap¬ 
pendages  they  require,  p.  72.  Their  Origin,  p.  75,  j6. 
In  what  Manner  they  ought  to  be  fet  off,  />.  76.  Com¬ 
pared  with  a  Kitchen- Garden,  93. 

Pavy^  wherein  it  differs  from  a  Peach  and  a  Brugnon, y>.  1 88. 

Peaches^  how  grafted,  p,  146.  An  Account  of  feveral  fine 
Species,  7>.  188,  189,  190.  The  Difference  between  a 
Peach,  a  Brugnon,  and  a  Pavy,  p,  188. 

Pears^  an  Account  of  feveral  fine  Species,/).  185,  i8(5,  190, 
191,  193,  194,  19^.  In  what  Manner  Winter  Pears 
may  be  coloured  by  Art,  p.  19 1. 

Pear-Trees,,  what  particular  Species  of  them  are  moft  pro¬ 
per  for  an  Orchard,  p,  124. — The  Manner  of  grafting 
them,  p,  145.  The  Ufefulnefs  of  their  Wood, 343. 

Peafe^  a  Method  for  railing  them  throughout  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Year,  p.  21 1 . 

Pine-Apple^  two  fine  ones  railed  in  France,,  p,  178. 

Pine-Tree,,  thrives  in  the  coldeft  Situations,  p,  31)3. 

Plane-Tree,  its  Qualities  and  Eftimation  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans, p.  77,  78.  Its  proper  Soil,/).  360. 

Plovers,  their  ufeful  Services  in  Gardens,/).  13^), 

Ploughs,  different  Kinds  of  them,  p,  228. 

Plumbs,  an  Enumeration  of  feveral  fine  Species, /).  187. 

Pomegranate-Trees,  their  Appearance  when  trained  to  a 
Pallifade,  /).  81. 

Pompions,  their  Ufefulnefs,  p,  216, 

Poplar-Tree,  delights  in  Humidity,  p,  362. 

Poppies,  how  multiplied,  p,  6^, 

Potatoes,  the  Manner  of  their  Production,  /».  204. 

P otter s~Clay,  capable  of  being  rendered  a  very  ufeful  Ma¬ 
nure,  /).  236. 

Pruning,  its  Commendation  and  Ufefulnefs,  137.  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Manner  of  performing  it,  /?.  150.  The 
Effects  produced  by  it  on  the  Branches,  /).  153.  The 
Dexterity  of  Pruning,  comprehended  in  three  Particu¬ 
lars,  viz.  Propriety,  CEconomy  and  Precaution,  p.  157. 
Long  and  fhort  Pruning  deferihed,  p,  158.  The  Seafon 
for  Pruning,  p,  160,  A  prejudiced  Opinion,  with  Re- 
fpeCl  to  Pruning,  />,  The  peculiar  Manner  of  prun¬ 
ing  Orange-Trees,  p»  16 j.  The  proper  Manner  of 

pruning  Fig-Trees,  p,  174,  ^  , 

P  uTiçh% 
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Punch.,  an  unwholefom  Liquor,  p.  3184 
Pyramid  oÏ¥\owqxs,  defcribed,  />.  37. 


Uinquina,  or  the  Peruvian  Bark,  feldom  fails  to  curé 
intermitting  Fevers,  p.  334. 

R. 


RAdiJhes,  the  Seafon  for  fowing,  and  the  Method  of 
cultivating  them,  p,  204. 

■ — Beet-Radijhes,  the  Manner  of  multiplying  and  preferving 
them,  p.  204. 

Ranunculus,  a  Defcription  of  it,  p,  60,  Its  Hiftory, />.  ^3. 
Its  proper  Soil,  ibid, 

Repofitories  for  the  Productions  of  a  Kitchen- Garden,  their 
various  Kinds,  p,  126,  129. 

Rhubarb,  a  falutary  Root  for  the  Stomach,  p.  338. 

Rice,  a  fubftantial  Food,  p,  226.  Delights  in  amoiftand 
fat  Land,  ibid.  Acquires  its  greateft  Perfection  in  y^a, 
but  is  likewife  cultivated  with  Succefs  in  Piedmont  and 
Spain,  ibid.  Thrives  in  Shade,  p.  247.  Brewed  into 
Drink  by  the  Chinefe,  ibid. 

Romans,  their  Partiality  to  the  Plane-Tree,  p.  78. 

Roots,  on  the  Tops  of  Garden- Walls,  their  Ufe,  p.  107. 
Rofes,  their  various  Species,  and  the  Manner  of  raifing 
them,  p,  745  75- 

Rofe-Prees,  their  Agreeablenefs  in  a  Garden,  p.  74. 

Roots,  Directions  for  their  proper  Management  in  Tranf- 
plantations,  p.  1 18,  i^c.  Winter  Roots,  how  preferved, 
p.  129. 

‘ — Root-Grafting,  how  performed,  p.  144. 

■ — ^Roots,  (efculent)  their  various  ClafTes,  p.  203. 

■ — The  Progrefs  of  Roots  in  the  Earth,  p,  338. 

« — Their  Extraordinary  Ufcfulnefs,  ibid. 

Roots,  (of  Tulips)  in  what  Manner  changed, />.  55, 

Roujfelet  its  Commendation, /).  185,188. 

Rye,  profpers  in  a  moderate  Soil,  and  is  fometimes  con» 
tented  with  the  lighteft,  p.  226,  245.  The  Ufe  of  it 
communicated  to  feveral  Provinces  in  America,  ibid^ 
The  Manner  of  fowing  it,  p.  252, 

S.  ’  . 

SAffron,  its  Growth  and  Flowers  defcribed,  p,  249. 
Sallets,  a  particular  Accçunt  of  them,  207,  TheiXi 

Furniture,  209, 

Saljîfi, 
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^aîjify^  its  Species  defcribed,  p,  203, 

Salts^  their  Ufefulnefs  in  Vegetation,  p,  189. 

Salviatîy  a  rich  Pear,  p.  i8d. 

Sand^  a  good  Manure  for  fome  Soils,  p.  237. 

Sap^  its  Effects  in  Flowers,  p.  26,  A  miftaken  Notion  of 
its  Manner  of  Circulation,  entertained  by  fome  learned 
Men,  p.  143.  Conjedlures  about  its  Flow,  p,  154,  ^c. 
Its  alternate  Cirulation,  />.  155.  Never  flows  into  the 
Fruit  till  it  has  been  circulated  through  the  Foliage, 
p.  187. 

Saracen~Corn^  its  Ufefulnefs,  p.  246, 

Seafons^  their  Inequality  the  Refult  of  a  wife  Defign,  p.  220. 
of  Flowers,  howdifpofed,  />,  15,  16.  Their  proper 

.  Management,  and  the  Seafons  for  fowing  them,  p.  42. 
All  lixiviated  Seeds  are  improved  in  their  Fertility,  p, 
243.  Oily  Seeds,  and  their  Ufefulnefs,  p.  248.  The  Man¬ 
ner  of  fowing  the  different  Species  of  Seeds,  />.  252, 
Every  Seed  is  a  Plant  in  Miniature,  p.  323.  The  Ufe¬ 
fulnefs  of  Seeds,  p,  327. 

Senvie^  a  fmall  Grain,  which  affords  the  proper  Muflard, 
p.  249. 

Service-Tree^  its  Ufefulnefs  and  proper  Soil,  p.  359. 

Sheeps  the  Method  of  imparking  them,  232.  Their  Wool 
brought  to  Perfedfion,  by  being  alternately  expofed  to 
Dews  and  Sun-fliine,  p.  223. 

Shells^  a  good  Manure,  p.  237. 

Shelving- Beds^  their  Ufe  in  a  Kitchen-Garden,  p.iii, 

Shoot-Graftings  how  performed,  p,  142. 

Shrubss  the  Species  of  them  ufually  intermixed  with  fiower- 
ing-Trees  in  Gardens,  p.  75. 

SkirretSj  the  Manner  of  fowing  them,  p,  204. 

Snails^  an  Ingredient  in  the  Ragouts  of  p.  292, 

Soils  the  Marks  of  a  good  one,  p,  loi.  The  Methods  for 
improving  thofe  that  are  bad,  ibid.  What  particular 
Soils  are  incapable  of  Cultivation,/».  103.  The  Variety 
of  Soils  relative  to  that  of  the  Seed,  p.  225.  ^Their  Di- 
verfity  the  Effedf  of  a  wife  Defign,  226.  The  proper 
Soils  for  Wheat,  Rye,  Barley,  Oats,  Buck- Wheat,  and 
Millet,  ibid.  The  Variety  of  Soils  facilitates  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  all  Sorts  of  Grain,  p,  227.  Every  Soil  capable  of 
fome  Fertility,  ibid.  In  what  Manner  good  Soils  are 
formed,  ibid.  The  Cultivation  required  by  ftrong  and 
lean  Soils,  p,  228.  In  what  Manner  a  Soil  may  be  meli¬ 
orated  by  burning  of  T urf,  p.  23  s*  ^  Propofal  for  the 
Melioration  of  wafte  Soils,  />,  3^7, 

Sorrel^ 
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Sorrel^  the  Manner  of  its  Propagation,  p.  205. 

Spinage^  the  Seafons  for  fowing  it,  p,  206. 

Standards,  when  proper  for  pruning,  p,  151, 

Stock-GUltflowers,  their  amiable  Qualities,  p^6^. 

Storks,  implacable  Enemies  to  Animals  that  are  injurious  to 
Gardens,  p. 

Stove,  its  Ufefulnefs  in  a  Green-houfe,  p.4'^2. 

Strawberries,  Methods  for  completing  their  Maturity  In 
April  and  May,  p,  183,  184. 

Strawberry  Plants,  the  Duration  of  their  Fertility,^.  185. 

Stripes,  of  T ulips,  in  what  Manner  they  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered,  />.  54.  Their Difpofition,  p,  58,  59. 

Sun-Beams,  in  what  Manner  they  may  be  ftrengthened  in 
a  Garden, />.  106,  iii. 


T. 

Ents,  the  Ufe  of  moveable  ones  in  Gardens,  p,  56. 

^  Theatre,  of  Flowers  defcribed, />.  3^,  37. 

Thyrfis,  why  ufed  in  the  Bacchanalian  Feafts,/».  273,  ^c.'' 

Tillage,  abfolutely  necelîàry  for  Wheat  and  Barley,  in  three 
different  Seafons,  p,  230. 

Timber,  the  Precautions  taken  in  France  for  its  Prefervation, 

p.  252,  273  • 

Tobacco,  thrives  to  Perfe6lion  in  very  bad  Lands, />.  251.  An 
hiftorical  Account  of  it,  24 1.  Its  Qualities,  ibid,  252. 

Trees,  Directions  for  choofing  the  proper  Species  for  Kitchen- 
Gardens,  p,  1 13.  The  Manner  of  their  Cultivation  in 
theNurfery,  p,  114.  Why  they  ought  to  be  planted 
nearer  to  each  other  in  a  thin  Soil,  than  in  one  that  is 
rich,  p.  1 14.  Directions  for  their  Tranfplantation, 
p,  1 15,  i\6.  The  proper  Seafons  for  planting  Fruit- 
Trees,  p.  120.  Trees  may  be  grafted  on  their  own 
Stocks,  p.  145.  In  what  Manner  they  derive  their  Sup¬ 
plies  of  Juices,  p,  189.  Beneficial  to  Man  by  their  large 
Dimenfions,  and  the  Cohefionof  their  Parts,  p,  34(J. 

drenches.  Rules  for  adjufting  their  Dimenfions  in  Kitchen- 
Gardens,  p.  116, 

Trufies,  (Red)  their  Manner  of  Vegetation, />.  204,  205. 

Tulip,  the  Defcription  of  it,  p,  22,  53,  54.  How  propa¬ 
gated,  p.  54,  55.  Their  Stripes,  p.  The  Manner 
in  which  their  Roots  are  changed,  />.  55.  The  beft  Me¬ 
thod  of  multiplying  Tulips,  />.  56.  The  Qualities  of  a 
fine  Tulip,  ibid.  The  proper  EffeCt  of  their  Colours, 
^.58.  A  Rule  forjudging  of  Tulips,  p^  60, 

3  ‘turf. 
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T’urf^  in  what  Manner  the  burning  of  it  meliorates  Land^ 

p.  233* 

Turneps,  the  Seafons  for  fowing,  and  the  Method  of  pre- 
ferving  them,  p,  204. 

Turnings  (Art  of)  by  what  Means  improved,  p,  343*  Its 
Ufefulnefs,  p*  3435  344* 


V. 

\'P  A  why  carried  in  the  Bacchanalian  Proceffions, 

^  p.  276. 

Varnijhy  its  Ufefulnefs,  p,  342,  34^* 
p^afes  of  Flowers,  their  Beauty  and  Ufe,  p,  38. 
Verdant-Hills  y  capable  of  various  Embellifhments,  p.  79. 
VerfailleSy  Gardens  of,  by  whofe  Defigns  formed,  p.  97. 
^h^Verfailles  Fig^  170.  The  Gardens  of  VerfailleSy 
rendered  the  Academy  of  Europe^  by  Lewis  XIV.  p.  200. 
Vinesy  feldom  fuccefsful  on  a  level  Soil,  p.  ady.  Nor  on 
all  Sorts  of  Hills,  ibid.  Their  Structure  and  Qualities 
proper  Subjeéts  of  Admiration,  ibid.  Their  Antiquity, 
p.  272.  Tianfmitted  from  to  Europe^p.  i‘]6.  Their 
Cultivation  prohibited  by  Domitiany  p,  277.  Allowed 
by  ProbuSy  ibid.  A  particular  Account  of  the  Progrefs 
of  their  Culture,  ibid.  278.  Various  Methods  of  forming 
the  Vine,  p.  282.  The  particular  Circumftances  that 
conftitute  their  Procefs  j  with  an  Account  of  their  pro¬ 
per  Soils,  p.  284,  285.  The  Manner  of  laying  Vines  in 
the  Earth,  and  pruning  them,  7).  28(^,  ^c.  An  Account 
of  the  high  and  low  Vines,  p.  288.  The  Manner  of 
grafting  and  manuring  them,  p.  289.  The  Seafon  for 
training  them  to  the  Prop,  p.  290.  The  Enemies  to 
which  Vines  are  obnoxious,  p.  291. 

ViolinSy  continue  fonorous  for  a  great  Number  of  Years, 

/>.34o. 

Virgily  a  Method  of  Grafting  recommended  by  him  imne- 
ceflary,  p.  142. 

W. 

WALLSy  by  what  Means  every  Wall  in  a  Kitchen- 
Garden  may  be  expofed  to  the  Sun,  p.  106.  The 
Manner  of  planting  Fruit-Trees  againft  low  and  high 
Walls,  p.  ii^y  1 1  5. 

IValnut-VreCy  its  proper  Soil,  p.  327,  362.  The  Ufefulnefs 
of  its  Fruit,  p.  327.  The  Beauty  of  its  Wood,  p.  343, 
Directions  for  planting  Walnut-Trees,  p.  362. 

VoL.  II.  Cc  PVaUfy 
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JVater^  an  advantageous  Diftribution  of  it  in  Gardens, 
p.  1 12.  Well-Water  the  worft  Species  for  Plants,  ibid. 
Ciftern- Water,  recommended,  ibid.  An  excellent  Me¬ 
thod  for  watering  Fig-Trees,  p.  175.  The  proper  Wa¬ 
ter  for  making  Beer,  p.  312. 

Weld^  a  red  Dye,  extraâed  from  its  Roots,  p.  250, 

Wheat the  ftrongeft  Nourifhment  and  Support  of  Man, 
p.  226.  The  Soils  in  which  it  fucceeds,  ibid.  Several 
Species  of  it,  p.  244.  The  Manner  of  fowing  it,  />.  252. 

Wild- Fruit-Stocks why  earthed  in  Baskets,  p.  12s:. 

Willow^  the  ufeful  Qualities  of  its  Wood,  p.  339. 

Willow-Frees^  fcem  to  fprirtg  partly  from  the  Earth,  and 
partly  from  the  Water,  p,  362. 

Wine^  its  beneficial  Efièéfs  enumerated,  p.26%.  Introduces 
Vivacity  and  Joy,  ^c.  ibid.  Reconciles  Enemies,/»,  299. 
Proves  the  mofl:  efFeéfual  Support  to  Man  amidft  his  fa¬ 
tiguing  Employments,  ibid.  An  Inftance  of  its  exhila¬ 
rating  Effects,  p.  2^9,  270.  Varies  its  Flavour  agree¬ 
ably  to  our  State  of  Health  or  Indifpofition,  p.  270. 
Some  Law-givers  cenfured  for  endeavouring  to  deprive 
Mankind  of  the  Benefits  of  Wine,  ibid.  Oblations  of 
Wine  to  the  Deity,  aPartof  ancient  Woifhip,  p.  273. 
For  what  Reafon  the  Libations  of  it  on  the  Tombs  of 
the  Dead  were  prohibited  by  Numa^  p.  2']6.  The  Gauls 
allured  by  it  into  Italy.^  />.  277.  The  various  Species  of 
it  comprehended  in  tv/o  Clafies,  vix.  the  fweet,  and 
the  dry  V/ines,  p.  279. 

' — The  feveral  ClaiTes  of  fweet  Wines,  p.  279. 

= — The  three  principal  Parts,  infeparable  from  all  Wines, 
p.  280.  A  particular  Account  of  the  Manner  of  making 
Wine,  p.  z8o,  ^c. 

• — Dry  Wines,  their  predominant  Parts,  p.  281. 

' — On  what  Account  Wine  may  be  faid  to  have  all  its  good 
Qualities,  />.  282. 

he  Method  of  making  Wine  in  Champaign  recom¬ 
mended,  p.  283. 

—The  general  Method  of  making  Wine,  p.  294, 

' — Why  the  Wines  made  by  Country  People,  are  inferior 
to  thofe  that  are  drank  at  the  Table  of  Gentlemen,  tho’ 
produced  from  the  fame  Vines,  p.  297. 

—The  Manner  of  tinging  Wine  with  its  Colour,/).  2^']^c, 

‘ — Diredf ions  for  difpofing  Wine  in  proper  Vefiels,  p.  302. 

— T  heMethod  of  drawing  off  W  ines  from  their  Lees,/).  3  05 . 

—  1  he  Method  ot  glewing  Wines,  and  the  ufual  Seafon 
for  that  Operation,  p.  304,  305, 

4  '  Th© 
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— The  Frothinefs  of  Wines  Inconfiftent  with  their  Good* 
nefs,  />.  305. 

— The  proper  Method  of  bottling  Wine,  p.  305. 

< — Good  Wine  confidered  in  the  fame  Light  with  true 
Wit,  p.  310. 

Woad^  produced  from  the  Leaves  of  a  Plant,  />.  250.  The 
Bafis  of  moft  Tin6lures,  ibid. 

Wood.,  Rotten  Wood  has  more  Subftance  and  prolifick  Salt 
than  any  other  Manure,  p,  232.  The  great  Advantages 
that  refult  from  its  Pliancy  and  Solidity,  338,  Qc, 
From  its  Divifibility,  p.  341,  ^c.  Why  more  eafily 
cleaved  length- wife  than  tranfverfly,  p.  34.1,  Capable  of 
being  fhaped  into  a  Variety  of  ornamental  Figures,  p. 
348.  The  moft  enormous  Maftes  of  Wood  obfequious 
to  the  Intentions  of  Man,  in  a  Variety  of  Inftances,  p. 
347.  Wood  one  of  the  principal  Supports  of  human 
Life,  p.  349. 

Woods.,  whole  Continents  covered  by  them  after  the  De¬ 
luge,  p.  275.  ThePleafures  they  afford,/».  320.  Com¬ 
pared  with  artificial  Gardens,  p.  321.  The  Plantation 
of  Woods  notconfigned  to  Man,  ibid.  Their  extraor¬ 
dinary  Duration, />.  322.  Not  chargeable  with  Sterility, 
p,  325.  Their  Uiefulnefs,  ibid.  The  prudent  Methods 
taken  by  the  French  Government  for  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Woods,  p.  352.  Their  Plantation  recoûi mended 
as  one  of  the  beft  Expedients  for  the  Melioration  of  bad 
Soils,  p.  355.  Directions  for  planting  a  Wood  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Manner,  p.  356,  ^c. 


Y. 


YOung  Plants,  their  proper  Difpofition  in  a  Nurfery, 
p.  126. 


Books  printed  for  ].  Pemberton. 

TH  E  Hiftory  of  the  late  Revolutions  in  Perfta.  Taken 
from  the  Memoirs  of  P'ather  Krufinsky^  Procurator  of 
the  yefuits  at  Ifpahan^  who  lived  twenty  Years  in  that  Coun^ 
try,  was  employed  by  tho  Bifhop  of  Ifpahan  in  his  Negoti¬ 
ations  at  the  Perfian  Court  for  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  France,,  arid  wasfarriiliarly  converfarit  with  the  greateft 
Men  of  all  Parties,  Done  into  Englijh  from  the  Original 
juft  publiftied  with  the  Royal  Licence  at  Paris.  By  Father 
Du  Cerceau.,  who  has  prefixed  a  Map  of  Perfia,  arid  a  fliort 
Hiftory  of  the  Sothies  ;  with  curious  Remarks  on  the  Ac¬ 
counts  given  by  Tavernier,,  Sir  yohn  Chardin,  and  other 
W riters  that  have  treated  particularly  of  that  Government 
and  Country,  ^c.  In  Two  Volumes.  Pr.  j  s.  6d. 

2.  A  Journey  through  England,m  familiar  Letters,  from 
a  Gentleman  here  to  his  Friend  abroad  :  Containing  what 
is  curious  in  the  Counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Effex,  Kent, 
Suffex,  Surrey,  Berkjhire,  Middlefex,  London,  Bucking- 
hamjhire,  Bedfordjhire,  Herlfordfoire,  Flampjhire,  TViltfoire, 
Dorfetjhire,  D^vonjloire,  Oxfordjhire,  Wore  eft  erjhire,  Glou-> 
ceflerjhire,  Somerfetjhire,  Shropjhire,  Chejhire,  Lancajhire, 
Staff  or  djloire,  Derbyjhire,  Lei  ceflerjhire,  Rutland  and  Hunt-^ 
ington,  Noftinghamjhire,  Northamptonffire’,  Torkjlnre,  Dur¬ 
ham,  Northumberland ,  Cumberland,  Wales,  Cornwall,  and 
the  Ifle  of  Man,  &c.  In  Two  Volumes.  The  fifth  Edi¬ 
tion,  with  large  Additions.  Written  by  John  Macky, 
Efq;  late  Mafter  of  the  Packet-Boats. 

3.  A  Journey  through  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  :  Con¬ 
taining  the  modern  Hiftory  and  Defeription  of  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  Towns,  Caftles.  Palaces,  Monafteries,  CrV.  of  that 
fruitful,  populous  Country.  With  an  Account  of  all  the 
remarkable  Battles  and  Sieges  taken  from  .the  moft  au- 
thentick  Narratives,  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Introdudfion 
containing  the  ancient  Hiftory  of  the  whole  feventeen 
Provinces.  The  Second  Edition.  Pr.  3  r.  S  d. 

4,  Bifhop  SherhePs  Ufe  and  Intent  of  Prophecy  in  the  . 
feveral  Ages  of  the  World.  In  fix  Difeourfes,  delivered  at 
the  Temple  Church,  in  April  and  May,  1724.  Publifhed 
at  the  Defire  of  the  Matters  of  the  Bench  of  the  two  Hon, 
Societies.  To  which  are  added,  four  Diftertations,  i. 
The  Authority  of  the  fécond  Epiftle  of  St.  Peter.  2.  The 
Senfe  of  the  Ancients  before  Chrifi,  upon  the  Circumftances 
and  Confequences  of  the  Fall.  3.  The  Bleffings  of  Judah, 
Genefis  the  4<?th.  4,  Chriffs  Entry  into  JeruJalem^  The 
"Ehird  Edition.  Pr.  4  ;.  6  4, 
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